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Bengal Act X of 1933 

[THE BENGAL PLACES OF PUBLIC AMUSEMENT 
ACT, 1933.1 

5 K 6 Fpo. 
\'.s 61: 
I. LC 7 Gto- 
v.c 37: 
9 SI 10 Gso. 
if. c. 101. 

- (a) Thc Governmcnl of India 
(Adapration of Indian 
Laws) Order, 1937. 

(b) Thc Indian Indepcndcnce 
( ~ d a p ~ a t i o n  of Bcngal 
a ~ i d  Punjnb Acls) Ordcr, 
1948. 

{c) The Adaptation of Laws 
Order, 1950. 

AII  A n  lo provide for l/re better- cot~rr-ol of ccr~aitl plnces of yirblic* 
RIIII(SEI1IC'IlI. 

W H E R ~ S  i~ is expcdicnt ro provide for the bcrter ca~irrol 01 ccrrain 
places of public nmusemcnl and for thc prevention or gambling i n  such 
places; 

AND ~YHERUS the previous sancrion of thc Governor Gcncrd has been 
ob~ained under sub-section (3) of scclion IlOA of the Governmcnt of India 
Acl rn the passing of this Acl; 

IL i s  hcreby enac~cd as follows:- 

1. (1) This An may becallcd [he Bengal Places of Public amuse men^ Shon rirlc. I 
I ~ a l  cxlcnl ACI, 1933. 
and 

(2 )  I t  extends 10 thc whole of '[Wcsr Bengal]. commvncc- 

(3) This seciion. scclion 3 and sccrion 12 shall come into force at oncc n'Cn'' 

and ~llc'[Srare Governmcn t] may, by norificalion in lhe "[Oflctnl Gnzefre], 
direcl t h a ~  [he rernainingprovisions ofrhe Acr sl~al I  come into forcc in any 
arcn on such date as may bc appointed in [he no~ificarion. 

2. In [his Acr unless [here is anything rcpugnanr in t11c subjecl or khnitions. 
conlext,- 

( 1 )  "Ca lcu~~a"  means ~ h c  lown of Calcutta as  dcfincd in  
scction 3 or thc Calcutla Police ACI, 1866, logerher with ihc 
suburbs of Calcuua as defincd by norificn~ion under section 
I of  he Calcuua Suburban PoIicc Act, 1866, and the Pon of 
Calcutta as defined by nolificauon under scciion 5 of the 
Indian Ports Acl, 1908; 

lForS\a\cn~cnlorObjrc~ and Kc~ons,.reerhe Crrlcirtrrr C;rr:erre or 1933. PI. 1V. pagc 1.56; 
and Tor Rcpufl of lhc Sclccl Commi~tcc. see ihid, pagc 275, and far Pmcccdings or  he 
Council, srr tlilr Proceedings olrhc Bcngal Lcpislalivc Council. Vol XLII. No. 1, pagc 157 
and ibid. Vnl, XLII. KO. 3, past 66. 

'l'hc rvords wilhin squm br~vkels werc subclilurrd lor thc word -'Bcngal" by An, 3I7j 
or 1l1c Indian lndcpcndcnce (Adaplnlion oinengal and Punjab Acts) Ordcr. 1918. 

' T h t  rvords "Pmvincid G~vcmmenr" lvcrc originally subs~iiuied [or rhc words "LocaI 
Gowmmcnr" by pJn. 4(1) orrhc Gocernmenr o f  India (Adnplalion or Indian Laws) Ordcr. 
1937. and rhzredtficrthc word "Srarc" ax subsriturrd lor ~ h c  word"Provincid" by para. 4( 1 ) 
o f  lhc Adaplalion or Lnws Ordcr, 1950. 

'The words wilhin s q u m  bmckcK wcresubs~i~u~cd furrhc words "Crrlcrrrw G(rrerrc" hy 
pan. 4[ I )  of lhu C o v m ~ ~ ~ u n r  or Indim (Adnplalinm a( Indian LIIVF) Ordrr. 1917. 
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(2) "Commissioncr oCPo1icc"mcans thc officer vcstcd with the 
administration orPolice in Calcutta undcr the Calculla Police 
Act, 1866, the Calcutta Suburban Policc Act, 1866, thc 
Calcutla Pon Act, 1890, and any Acl n~ncnding any of thcae 
Acls; 

(3) "place of public amusement" means any place, enclosure, 
building, vesscl. [cnt, booth or oihcr creclion, whcthcr 
permancnl or [emporary, whew music, singing, dancing or 
any diversion or game or the means of carrying on the same 
is provided and ra which thc public arc ndmir~ed eilhcr free or 
on payment of moncy or on any orher consideration and 
includes a carnival, circus or arnuscmenl park; 

(4) "prescribed" mcans prescrihcd by rulcs made undcr this Act. 

3. Thc '[Stare Government] may, hy noliiication in thc 'IOfJicial 
Grrzetre], declmc h a t  any pIaccs, orcIasscs ofplaccs, of  pu blic arnuscrncnl, 
specified i n  rhc notifica~ion, shall be nolified placcs OF public amusement 
Tor [he purposcs of rhis Aci. 

4. No person shall wilhout, or mhcrwise than in~conFonniry wirh lhc 
condi~ions of, a liccnce granted under this Act open or keep open any 
nolilied placc of public musernenl. 

5. (1) The Co~nmissioner o l  Police in Calcul~a and clsclvhere the 
Di5trict Magisvale, within the limits of his jurisdinion, may, on receipt of 
an  nppl icalion in theprescribcd form, containing thc prescribed particulars 
and on payn~enl orlhc prescribed fee, granl to any person a licence lo opcn 
a notifictl place of public amuscmcnt and to kcep 111e samc open for such 
pcriod as may be specified in the licence on such conditions as may be 
prcscri hed in this behalf. 

(2) IYhcn under any low a liccncc is required from any local authority 
lor any place which is a noliiied place ofpublic amusement under this Acr. 
no liccnce shall be granted under \his Act in respecl oCsucl~ place until EI 

licencc has becn obra'ined from the local nurhocity concerned. 

(3) A licencc may be refuscd in any case in which the Commissioncr 
OF Policc or [he DistFicl Magistrate, as the case may be, has reason lo 
bclieve that the nolilicd place of public amusement will be conducted in 

1 - .  , 

I. . . 

Ben. Act IV 
01 1866. 
Ben. Act 11 
of 1866. 
Bcn. Act I11 
of 1890. 

- - - 

'See fool-no~c 3 on pagc 139, U I I I ~ .  

'See rool-notc d on page 239, or~re. 



contravcnrion of any of  hec condition sofa liccncc which hc is empowered 
. to gram undcr this A c ~ o r  is likcly lo lead toa breacliof the pcacc, or to causc 

obs~ruction, annoyance or injury lo residents in the localily. 

6. Thr '[State Govcmmcnr] may, by nolifica~ion in thc '[Oficial Powcr lo 
dcclm 

Gnzerrr], declare that [he play ingin any no~iticdplace of pu blic an~use~nent ,,,,, 
of any game arclass ofgames specified in ~ h c  notification is, in its opinion, s"n2sIObt 

against 
against the public interesl. public 

inlcrcsl. 

- . .  , . 

. . 
7. The Commissioncr of Policc in Calcu~a or elsewhere the Dis~ricl Powrr ro 

suspcnd thc Magistale, within the lirnirs of his jurisdiction may. by an order in writing playing of 

served in [he prescribed manner, suspend [hc playing, pending [he receipr CC""n 
gnmcs. 

of thc opinion of  he '[Srare govern men^]. in any norificd place of public 
amuserncnl, of any gamc or class of games which. in his apinion, is againsl 
[he public inrcrcs! and shall rorthwirh refer the mattcr to the '[Slate 
Govcmmcnt] for opinion: 

Provided that no such order shall remain i n  Corcc roi rnoic lhan t i h  

monlhs after it is made. ! 

8. ( 1 )  IF rhe Commissioner of Police in Calcurra or clscwhcrc rhc Powcr to 
closc my D i s ~ r i c ~  Magistrate, w i h i n  the limi~s O F  his jurisdicljon, is sauslicd rhatany ,,,ified 

noiii5ed place of public amuscmcnt is bcing kept open without, or i n  P I J F C O ~  
public 

contravcn~ion of rhe conditions of, a licence gmntcd under this ACL he may arnuscmcni. 

by an ordcr in wriring, served in h e  prescribcd manner, direct that such 

plilcc shall be closed within such pcriod as may be specified in the order. 
Ilthc place is not closed within h e  pcriod so spccilied any police officer 
authoriscd in writing in  lhis behalf by the Cornmissioncr OF Policc or thc 
Djs~rict Magistra~e, as the case may be, may takc any srcps which may bc 
ncccssnry to close the said place. 

(2) The owner, the lessce or rhc manager of such place may apply in  
~ h c  prescribed manner to the Commissioner of Police or the Dislrict 
Magislratc, as thc ca~cmay  be, for revision of an order passcd by him undcr 
sub-seclion (1). 

(3) Any police officer not below the rank or an Assistan1 Sub- 
Inspeclor may cnrcr any no~ificd placc O F  public amuscmznt if hc has 
rcason to believe [hat such placc is bcing kep~ open in conuavention of the 
conditions of a liccnce grantcd undcr h i s  Act. 

'See 1001-norc 3 on pagc 239. onre. 
'See root-norc 4 on pagc 739. flnfe, 
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9. I f  a notified place or public amusemcnl is opened or kept open 
witbout, or in conlravzn~ion ofthe condilions of, a liccnce grantcd under 
this ACI ~ h c  owncr, the Icsee  or the tnilnager of such place shnlI be 
punishable will1 ~mprison~ncnt forn tcrrn which may cxtend [o sixrnonths, 
or with finc which may extcnd to onc thousund rupccs, or w i ~ h  holl~. 

10. Ifanolilicd placc of publicaniusemcnr i s  k c p ~  open in conrravcn~ion 
oran ordcr served under scc~ion S the owncr, the lessce or lhc managcr of 
such place shall be punisliablc with finc wliichmay extcnd roonc~housand 

. . . . 

rupccs for cvcry day on which such placc is kept open in  conlravcn~ion of , , 

, . . . 
thc said ordcr. 

I I .  The '[S taie GovcrnmcnlI rnaycmpr)wer any Depu~y Commissioner 
of  Policc i n  CaIcurta or clsewhcrc any Sub-divisional Magisrralc lo 

cxcrcise within ~ h c  liniils of his ju~isdic~ion any of [he powcrs of [he 
Commissioncr of Policc or ofrhc Disuicr Magisrrate, as [he case may he, 
undcr this ACL: 

Provided h a t  any order pnsscd by a Depuly Commissioner of Police 
or Sub-divisional Magisirale may bc reverscd nr modified by ~ h c  
Commissioner of Police or the Dislrict Magistrare. as [he casc may be. 

12. ( I )  The '/State Govcrnnienr] may, by notification i n  rhe'[Oficial 
C;rrze/te], make rules for carrying OUL thc purposcs of this Acr. 

(2) 1n parlicular and \viihout prejudice 10 the gencrnliry of lhc 
foregoing power, such rulcs may provide Ior all or any of the rollowing 
rnatlers name1 y:- 

(a) h e  l o r n  oiapplica~ions for ~ h c  grant of licences undcr this 
. . .  

, - 
Acr and the particulars to be contained in such applications; 

(b) llie form of licences to bc granled under [his Act and rhc fees 
10 be paid for such licences; 

(c) the condi~ions of liocncrs ro bc granrcd under [his Ac1: 
Provision may bc made by such cooditions- 

(i) for~hcconductofthenotifiedplaccofpublicamuscmznt 
in a decenr and orderly manocr and for sccuring the 
decent and ordcrly behaviour of all persons visiting 
the samc; 

(ij) Tor \he prevention or  gambling ~herzin; 
(iii) prollibi~ing the playing of any game or class of games 

which in  thc opinion of thc '[Stare Governn~enil is  
againsr the public inlcrest; and 

ISee loor-nolc 3 on page 139, ntrrr 
'Sce loo1 now 4 on pngc 239, orlte. 
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(Sect ioll 13.) 

( iv)  prohibiting the playing, pending the reccipl or thc 
opinion of  the '[Slalc Govcmment], of any gamc or 
class of games [he playing ofwhich is suspended under 
sec~ion 7; 

Id) thc manner in which ordcrs made under seclion 7 or 
section 8 shall be served; 

(c) ~ h c  manner of making applicalions under sub-section (2) of 
scction 8 for revision ofan order passed under sub-section ( I  ) 
of thal secdon. 

13. No civil or criminal proceeding shall be insli~uled againsl any Indcrnniry. 

person for anything in good Faith done or intendcd to be done under this 
Acl. 

! 
i 




