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Bengal Act X of 1933

[THE BENGAL PLACES OF PUBLIC AMUSEMENT
ACT, 1933.]'

(a) The Government of India
{(Adaptation of Indian
Laws) Order, 1937.

(b) The Indian Independence

ADAPTED o (Adaptation of Bengal
and Punjab Acis) Order,
1948.

(¢) The Adaptation of Laws
Order, 1930.

(9rh November, [933]

An Act to provide for the better comtrol of certain places of public
anusement.

WHEREAS 11 is expedient o pravide for the better control of certain
places of public amusement and for the preventicn of gambling in such
places;

AND wHEREAS the previous sanction of the Governor General has been
obtained under sub-section (3} ol section B0A of the Government of India
Act o the passing of this Act;

It is hereby enacied as follows:—

I. (1) This Actmay becalled the Benga) Places of Public Amusement
Acl, 1933,

(2) It extends 1o the whole of [West Bengal].

{3) Thisseclion, scelion 3 and section 12 shall come into force at once
and the *[State Government] may, by notification in the *[ Official Gazette],
direct thal the remaining provisions of the Act shall come into force in any
arca on such date as may be appainted in the nolification.

2. Inhis Act unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
conlext,—

(1) “Calcuna”™ means the 1own of Calcuua as defined in
scction 3 of the Calcutta Police Act, 1866, logether with the
suburbs of Calcunia as defined by noutfication under section
| of the Calculia Suburban Police Act, 1866, and 1he Pon of
Calcutta as defined by notificauon under section 5 of the
Indian Porls Acl, 1908;

'For Stavement of Chjecl and Reasons, see the Cafeitia Gazerte of 1933, PL TV, page 1 561
and fer Repurt af the Seleel Commiltee, see ibid, page 274, and far Proceedings of the
Coungil, sce the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council, Vol. XUIL Ne. |, page 157
anil ilid, ¥ol, XL, Mo, 3, page 66.

“The words within square brackels were substiluted for the word “Bengal” by Art, 3(2)
of the [ndian Independence (Adapiaiion of Rengal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948,

"The words “Provincial Govermment™ were originally substiluted lor the words "Local
Govermnment” by para. 4(1) of the Government of India { Adnpiation of Indian Laws} Order,
1937, and thereafter the word “Stare” was substituted (or 1he word “Provincial” by pan. 4{1)
of the Adapiation of Laws Order, 1950.

‘The words within square brackeis were substituted forthe words " Crleutta Gazetie™ by
ram. 4(1) of the Govemment of Indian { Adapalinn af Indian Laws} Order. 1937,
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(2) “Commissioner of Police” means the officer vested with 1he Lo

: administration of Police in Calcutta under the Calcutia Police Bl?l;sg\gl v
Act, 1866, the Calcutta Suburban Police Act, 1866, the uBcn. Actll

Calcutia Port Act, 1890, and any Actamending any of these  of 1866,
Ben. Act 111

Acls; of 1890.

(3) “place of public amusement” means any place, caclosure,
building, vessel, tent, booth or other crection, whether
permancol or lemporary, where music, singing, dancing or
any diversion or game or the means of carrying on the same
is provided and ta which the public are admitted either free or
on payment of moncy or on any other consideration and
includes a carnival, circus or amusemeny park;,

(4) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act.

5"“}"—" In 3. The '[State Government] may, by noiification in the *[Official

sClan .

notified Gazette], declare that any places, or classes of places, of public amusement,

P'"*‘;‘]‘i-‘z of specified in the notification, shall be potified places of public amusement
b} .

?":l'ﬂURI:lT'IL'I'I[. lor the purpascs of this Act.

Prohibition 4. No person shall without, or otherwise than in confarmity with the

Lfflﬁrl'ﬁm conditions of, a licence granted under this Act open or keep open any

notified nolified place of public amusemen.

place of

public

dnusement

without a

licenee,

L‘I’)i';“:;t;“ 5. (1) The Commissioner of Police in Calcuuta and clsewhere the

keepopena  District Magisirate, within the limits of his jurisdiction, may, on receiptof

ﬁf:é':‘;)dr an application inthe prescribed form, contatning the prescribed particulars

publie and on payment of the prescribed fee, grant to any person a licence (o open

AMUSEMERt- 5 notified place of public amusement and to keep the same open for such
period as may be specified in the licence on such conditions as may be
prescribed in this behatf,

(2) When underany law a licence is required from any local authority
for any place which is a notifted place of public amusement under this Act,
no licence shall be granted under this Act in respect of such place until a
licence has been obtained from the local authority concerned.

(3) Alicence may be refused in any case in which the Commissioner
of Police or the District Magistrate, as the case may be, has reason Lo
believe that the notified place of public amusement will be conducted in

'See fool-nete 3 on page 239, ante,
“See lool-note 4 on page 239, anle.
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{Sections 6-8.)

contravention of any of the conditions of a licence which he is empowered
o grant under this Acloris likely tolead toa breach of the peace, or o cause
obstruction, annoyance or injury to residents in the locality.

6. The ![State Government] may, by notification in the *[Official
Gazeire], declare thatthe playing in any notificd place of public amusement
of any game or class of games specified in the notification is, in its opinion,
against the public interest. ’

7. The Commissioncr of Police in Calcuuta or elsewhere the Disirict
Magistrate, within the limits of his jurisdiction may, by an order in writing
served in the prescribed manner, suspend the playing, pending the receipt
of the opinion of the ![State Government], in any notified place of public
amusement, of any game or class of games wiich, in his apinion, is against
the public interest and shall forihwith refer the mauer to the '[State
Government] for opinion:

Provided that no such order shall remain in force for more than two
months after it is made., '

8. (1) If the Commissioner of Police in Calcutia or clsewhere the
District Magistrate, within the limits of his jurisdiction, is satisfied that any
notified place of public amusement is being kept open without, or in
canwavention of the conditions of, a licence granted under this Act he may
by an order in writing, served in the prescribed manner, direct that such
place shall be closed within such period as may be specified in Lhe order.
If the place is not closed within the period so specified any police officer
authorised in writing in this behalf by the Commissioner of Police or the
District Magistrate, as the case may be, may take any steps which may be
necessary to close the said place.

{2} The owner, the lessee or the manager of such place may apply in
the prescribed manmer 10 the Commissioner of Police or the District
Magistrate, asthe case may be, for revision of an order passed by him under
sub-section (1).

(3) Any police officer not below the rank ol an Assistanl Sub-
Inspector may enter any notificd place of public amusement if he has
reasen Lo believe that such place is being kept open in contravention of the
conditions of a licence granted under this Act.

'See fooi-note 3 on page 239, ante.
*See foot-nole 4 on page 239, ante,

241

Power 1o
deelare
cenan
aaimes 1o be
apainst
public
InLereset.

Power (o
suspend the
playing of
cerlain
games.

Power to
close any
notified
placc of
public
amusement.



Penaley lor
un]m_\" Tully
keeping
open
notificed
place of
public

ansencnl.

Penplty for
contmven-
tian of an
order under
seclion K.

Powers af
Depuy
Commis-
staner of
Policy amd
Sub-
divisional
Magistrate.

Rules,

T e e e R T e T T

The Bengal Places of Public Amusement Act, 1933.

{Sections 9-12.)

9. If a notified place of public amusement is opened or kepl open
without, or in conlravention of the condilions of, a licence granted under
this Aci the owner, the lessee or the manager of such place shall be
punishable witli imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months,
or wilh fine which may extend o one thousand rupces, or with both.

10. Ifanotified place of public aniusement is kept openin contravention
ol an order served under section ¥ the owner, the lessee or Ihe manager of
such place shall be punishable with [ine which may extend to onethousand
rupces for every day on which such place is kept open in contravention of
the said order.

1i. The[State Government] may empower any Depuly Commissioner
of Police in Calcunla or elsewhere any Sub-divisional Magistrale 1o
cxercise within the limils of his jurisdiciion any of the powers of the
Commissioner of Police or of the District Magistrate, as the case may be,
under this AcL:
Provided thal any order passed by a Deputy Commissioner of Police
or Sub-divisional Magisirale may be reversed or medified by the
Commissioner of Police or the District Magistrate, as the case may be.

12. (1) The'[S1ate Government] may, by natificalionin the 2[Official
Gazette], make rules for carrying oul the purposes of (his Act,

{2) Tn panicular and withoul prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the [ollowing
matters namely:—

(a) the form of applications for the grant of licences under this
Act and the particulars to be contained tn such applications;
(b) the form of licences to be granted under this Act and the [ees
to be paid for such licences;
{c} Lhe conditions of licences to be granted under this Act:
Provision may be made by such conditions—

(i) forthe conductofthe nolified place of public amusement
in a decent and orderly manner and for sccuring lhe
decent and orderly behaviour of all persons visiling
the samc;

(ii} [lor ihe prevention of gambling therein,

(iif) prohibiling the playing of any gaine or class of games
which in the opinton of the '[State Government] is
against the public interest; and

See foot-note 3 on page 239, anire.
“See fool-note 4 on page 239, enate.

[Ben. Act’
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of 1933.]

{Section 13.}

(iv} prohibiting the playing, pending the receipl of the
opinion of the ![State Government), of any game or
class of games the playing of which is suspended under
section 7, '

(d) the manner in which orders made under seclion 7 or
section 8 shall be served;

{¢) the manner of making applications under sub-section (2} of
section 8 for revision of an order passed under sub-section (1)
of that section.

13.  No civil or criminal proceeding shall be instituled against any
person for anything in good faith done or intended to be done under this
Act,

!See foot-nole 3 on page 239, anre.
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