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AMENDED
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{#) The Government of India
(Adaptation "of Indian

ADAPTED .. Laws) Order, 1937.

(b) The Adaptation of Laws
Order, 1950.

[21st March, 1935.]

An Act to prevent recovery of debts from certain classes of workmen
by besetting *{the places where they work or receive their wages|].

WHEREAS i1 is expedient Lo prevenl recovery of debis [rom cerain
classes of workmen by hesclling *[Lthe places where they work or receive
their wages);

AND WHEREAS the previous sanction of the Governor General has been
obtained under sub-scction {3) ol section 80A of the Government of India
Act 1o the passing of this Act;

It is hercby enacted as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Workmen's Prolection
Act, [1935].

(2) lushall apply in the first insiance only wo Calculta and the districls
of 24 Parganas, Hooghly and Howrah.

Explanation.—'Calcutla” means the town of Calcutta as deflined in
section 3 of the Calcuua Police Act, 1866, ogether with the suburbs of
Calcutla as defincd by notification under scction 1 of the Calcutia
Suburban Police Act, 1866, and the porl of Calcuuta as delined by
natification under section 5 of the Indian Poris Act, 1908.

2. The ‘[Stale Government] may, by nolification in the *[Official
Gazetie], extend (his Acl 1o any arca specilied in the notilication.

'For Sttenient of Objecls and Reasons of the Bill, see e Calcitie Gazeite of 1934,
Pr. IV, page 165: for Repon of the Select Commitlee, scethe Crleutta Guzene, dated the 20th
December, 1934, 1. 1V, page 189; and for Proceedings in the Bengal Legislative Council,
seethe Benpal Legislative Council Proceedings, Vol. XLIV, No, 1. pages 57 and 243,

*The words within square brackets were substituted for the words “their place of work™ by
5. 2 of the Bengal Workmien's Protection (Amendinent) Act. 1930 (Ben. Act V1ol 19403,

*These fipuncs were substituied forthe ligures “19347 by 5.2 and the First Sch. of the West
Bengal Repealing and Amending Act, 1948 (West Ben, Act VI of 1Y48).

*The words “Provinciul Government™ were originally substituted for the words “Local
Government” by paragraph (1) of the Government of [ndia (Adapiation of Indian Laws)
Order, 1937, and therealier the word "State™ was substituted for 1he word “Provincial™ by
para. (1) althe Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950

*The words within square brackels were substituted for the words “ Calenita Guzepre™ by
para. 4(1) of the Government of Tndia {Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937,
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The Bengal Workmen's Protection Act, 19335,

[Ben. Aet IV of 1935.]

{Sections 3-3.)

3. {1} Whoever loiters at or near any place where a workman works
or receives his wages in a manner or in circumstances iadicating that he
is so loitering with a view (o recaver any debt from such workman shall
be punished with imprisonment which may exlend to six months or with
a finc which may extend to two hundred and fifty rupees or with both,

(2) In this section Ihe cxpression “workman” means a person
employed by way of manual lobour—
(a) by alocal authorily or in 2 public ulility service, or
(b) in any mine, or
(c) al any dock, wharf or jetly, or
{d) in any railway slation or yard, or
{c) inany premises where any manufacuring process, as defined
in the Faclories Act, 1934, is carried on,

and includes o scaman, as defined in the Workmen's Compensation
Act, 1923,

Explanation.—The expression “public utility service” in this section
means—

(a} any railway service; or

{b) any waler transport scryvice; or

{c) any tramway or motor service; or

(d) any postal, elegraph or 1elephone service; or

(e} any systcm ol public conservancy or sanilalion; ar

([) any industry, business or undertaking which supplies power,
light or waler La the public, or which the *[State] Government
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare to be o
public utility service for the purposes of this Act.

4. Notwithslanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898, any offence punishable under this Act shall be
cognizable and bailable.

5. NgMagistratc other than a Presidency Magistrute or a Magisirate
al the first class shall iry any offence punishable under 1his Act.

"The proviso lo s. 2 was omited by para. 3 and Sch. [V of the Govemmeni of India
{Adaplation of Indian Laws) Ordecr, 1937.

*This section 3 was substituted lor the ariginal section by s. 3 of the Bengal Workmen's
Protectian (Amendmenl) Act, 1940 (Ben, Act Yiof 1940).

*This word was substiluted for ihe word “Pravincial” by para. 4(1) of the Adaplation of
Luws Order, 1950,
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