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Bengal Act III of 1938

(THE BENGAL FAMINE INSURANCE FUND
ACT, 1938.1

AMENDEDR .. West Ben. Act VITof 1948,

The Indian Independence
(Adaptation of Bengal and
Punjub Acts) Order, 1948.
The Adaplation of Laws
Order, 1950.

ADArTED

(5th May, 1938.]

An Acr to provide for the establishmeny and maintenance in Benged of a
Fund called the Bengal Fanine Insurance Fundfor expenditure tipon
relief of, and insurance against fumine and distress cansed by sertous .
droughi, flood, earthquake or other natiral calamities.

WHEREAS il is expedient o pravide [or the esiablishment and
mainicnance in Bengal of a Fund lor expendilure upon relief of, and
insurance againsl, faminc and distress caused by serious drought, Mood,
earthquake, or ather natural calamilies; ’

It is hercby enacted as follows:— I.

1. This Actmay be called the Bengal Famine [nsurance Fund Act,  Shortiitle.
»
2 1938).

2. Inthis Act, unless there is anything repuegnant in the subject or  Definition.
context, "Fund"” means the [West Bengal] Famine Insurance Fund
established under section 3.

3. Onihc commencemenl of this Act, the [State] Government shall  Establishiwent

sy ) W
eslablish in and for *(West Bengat| a Fund, called the ‘[West Bengal] EL[,:E},]\ .

Faminc 1nsurance Fund. Famine
. [nsurance

Fund.

'For Statement af Objects and Reasons. see the Crfeitre Gazette, Extraordinary, doled
the Gth Angust 1937 P 1V, page 208, For proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly,
see \he Olficial Repon of the Benpal Legislalive Assembly Proceedings. Vol. L1, No. 2,
pages 292-314, Vol. LIL No. 3. pages 46-56; and lar proceedings of the Bengal Legislative
Cauncil, see the Qfficial Repon of the Bengal Legislative Cauncil Procecdings. Vol. [ !
pages 32-18 and GO-85.

*hese Mgures were subsiituted for the figures *1937" by s. 2 and the First Scheduls o
the West Bengal Repealing and Amending Act, 1948 (West Ben, Act VITof [948).

‘The words within square brackels were subslituled for the word "Bengal™ by
para. (2yof Anicle 3 of the Indian [ndependence {Adaptation of Bengal and Punjab Acis)
Order, 1944,

“The word within square brackets was substituled for the word “Provineial” by para. 4¢1}
of the Adaplalion af Laws Order 1950
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- [Ben. Act IIK
(Sections 4-7.)

v Thie Fund shall consist of — .
(i) the contribution by 1he [Si1ate] Government under
section 4;
(11} such other sums as the ![State] Government may contribule
to the TFund under section 7: and
(iii) the interest which may from time (o timg accrue on the
~ securilics in which the sums to the credit of the Fund may
be invested ar re-invested under scclion 6.

Initial 4. As soon as may be afier the commencement of this Act, the
fé)?l::tl)"lalrlu?:;.. ![State] Government shall, for the purpose of the establishment aof the
[nsurance Fund, make an initial contribution 1o the Fund, of the sum of ten Jakhs of
Fund by

e rugees.

Government.

PL‘I1P<'I-‘€¢$1'0T 5. Expendiwre {rom the Fund shall not be incutred except upon
which e C S RY . . T
Fundmaybe (e reliel of famine and the relicl of distress caused by serious drought,
uiihised. flood, carthgquake or other nuwural calamities:

Provided 1hat, if a1 any time, the total amount of the Fund excceds
twelve lakhs of cupees, the '{Swate] Government tay utlise such cxcess
10 meel expendilure on protective irrigation works and other works for
the prevention of famine or Nood or 10 pay debl charges for which the
'[S1ate} Government may [rom Llime 1o time be liable, including interest,
sinking nind charges and redemption charges.

:I’I;‘S‘fé[“‘"' 6. The '{Siate] Government shall from time 10 time invest or re-
invesmentof  Invest in ils own securaljes ot in the securilies of the Centra) Government

amount Aot all sums to the credit of the Fund, which may nat be immediately required

mequired. . . .
for any of the purposes mentioned in section 5.

Accouats of 7. (1) Thc Accoumts of the Fund shall be made up at the end of

the Fund and . .- - . .

rnakinzup cach inancial year, the securites, il any, belonging o the Fund, being

gf;_h'-j ) valued at their market value an the lasi day of such year and an absiract

ficiency . )

“.T,:I;C::_','n;? " of such Accounts shall be placed before 2* * * * the *[Wesl
Benpgal]l Legislalive Assemhbly ** * * * * * gvery :
year along with the annual financial statement of the '[State]. . |

‘See foot-noie 4 on page 477, ante.

*The words “the Bengal Legistative Couneil and” weee omitied by para. (13 of Adicle 3
of, and the Schedule 1o the Indian Indt.pcnd:..nu (Adaplnuon ol Bengal and Pubjab Acts)
Order, 1948,

'See fool-nole 3 on page 477, amie,

*Firstly, the words “and before the West Bungal Legislative Courcil when thal Couneil 1
constituted” were inseried by para. 3 of, and the Elevemh Schedule o, the Adaptation of

L:m.s Ordcr I9i() L:ucr tl'c same were nnnltcd by Order na. 1564-L. dated the 31.7.70,
-- £ rtivemes Pam Y maes %R 4



of 1938.]

The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Act, 1938,

{Sections 8, 9.)

(2) Il the accounts so made up in respect of any year show that the
balunce al the credit ol the Fund falls short of twelve lakhs of rupees, the

deficiency shall he made up by contribution from the revenues of the
[State]:

Provided that if the deficiency exceeds two lakhs of rupees, it may be
made up in annual instalments, the amount of each instalment except
the last being not less than twa lakhs of rupees.

8. All contrihitions made under this Acl to the Fund are hereby
declared 1o be expenditure charged upon the revenues of the '|Siate],

9. The '[Siate] Government may make rules, consistent with this
Act, [or the purpose of giving eilect 10 the provisions of this Act.

"See foo1-nole 4 vn page 477, wnte,
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