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Bengal Act X of 1939

[THE BENGAL RURAL POOR AND UNEMPLOYED
RELIEF ACT, 1939.)

o

" AMERDED .. Ben. Act 11 af 194},

The indian Independence
{Adapiation of Bengal and

ADAPTED : .. Punjub Acts) Order, 1948.
The Adapiation of Laws
Order, 1950.

[20¢h July, 1939.]
An Act to pravide for the relief of the rural poor and unemployed.

WHEREAS il i% cxpedient o provicjc for the reliel af the ruril poor and
unemployed;

Itis hereby cnacled as foliaws—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Rural Poor and  Shertiile.

. . sxlent and !
Unemployed Relief Act, 1939, commence- !
. . . 2.
Ben, Act V (2) It extends 1o hose parls of “[West Bengal| in which the Bengal e
ol 1219,

Village Sell-Governmenl Act, 1919, is in Torce,

(3) Iushall come into *force on such date as the *[State] Government :
may, by notilication in the Gfficiul Gazerre, appuint.

2. In this Act, unless there is anylhing repugnant in the subject or  Dxtinitions.
conlexl, the words “clarikidar” Vciccle officer,” “district board,” “distict
magistrale,” "union,” “unicen board" and “union rate” shall have the
same meamags as in the Bengal Village Self-Governimenl Act, 1919,

For Statement of Qbjects and Reasons. sec the Calcutta Gazetie, dated the 261h Angusl,
19537, Pan VR, pages 34-37, the repurt ol the Sciect Commintee was presented 16 the Bengal
Legislative Council on the |13th February, 1939; for Proceedings of the Bengal
Legmslatve Council. see the Bengal Legislative Conacil Proceedings. 1937, Volue |l
pagc 291, ibid 1938, Volwine L. pages 364-380. sbvd 1939, Volume T, page (39 and
pages 224-240 and ibid. Volume [[, pages 360 amdd 361 and (ur Proceedings of the
Bengal Lepislative Asscinbly. ser e Bengal Legislative Assembly Procecdings, 1939,
Volume L1V, No. 5, pages 18-66.

“The wordswithin square brockels were substituted for the ward “Bengal™ by para. (2) of
An. 3ol the Indian [ndependence (Adapiaiinn of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Ornder, 1945,

"This Act was brought into [orce on the Isi September. 1939, vide nolification
No.-8776 Misc.. dated the 10tk August, 1939, published in the Cafeutta Guzelie of
the 17th August, 1939, Part |, pape 2035,

“This word was substituted for the ward “Provincial” by para. (1) of the Adaptation
ol Laws Crder, 1950, b
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The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemiploved Relief Act, 1939.

{Sections 3-3.)

3. (1) Incvery unien there shall be a Poor Fund (hereinafter referred
Lo as the Fund), w0 which shall be paid all sums received as volunlary
contributions and all other receipts referred 10 in section 13,

(2} For the purpose of collecting such contributions and in
addition to such other methods of collection as may be determined by
the commillee referred 10 in scction 4, Poor Boxes shall in e manner
determined by the committee, be placed in the office of the union bourd
and in such other places in the union as the commitiee may determine.

(3} There shall be two '}separaic] locks for each Poor Box, the key
of one of which shall remain in the custody of the Presidemt of the
Conunittee and 1he key of *[the atherj win the cusivedy of such member of
the commintee as may be appointed by the commilice for ihis purpose.

(4) The Poor Box shall be opened in the presence of at least three
members af the commitiee, and the contents thereof counted and entered
in Form 1 in the Schedule o this Act under the initial of the members
present. :

(3) Subscriplions and contributions otherwise collected shall also
be entered in Form I in the Schedule to this Act and 1o each subscriber or
contriburor there shall be given in wriling a receipt for the amount received
from hinw

4. (1) The Fuad shail, in cach union, be managed by a commitiee,
which shall consist of the members of the union board ex officie, together
wilhh such other persons, not exceeding five in nwnber, as may he
co-opted by the members of the union haard [rom among contributors
10 the Fund.

{2) The presidem and vice-president of the union board shall be
ex afficio president and vice-president, sespectively, of the committee.

(3) Al any meeting ol the commiuee three menmbers thereofl shall
form a quorum.

5. (1) All contributions to the Fund shwll remain in the cuslody of
lhe presidem of the commitee.

{2) The accoums ol the Fund shall be maintained by the president off
the conumitiee in Form [ in the Schedule to this Act and shall he audited
anaually by the circle officer at the times a1 which the accountis ol the
umon board are audned.

"This word was substituted for the words “dificrent kinds o™ by 5. 2{2) of the Bengal
Rurul Pgor and Ungmploved Reliel (Amendrment) Act, 1940 (Ben. Act [ ol 1941),

*The words within square brachets wre substituted For the words “anather Tock™ by ».
b itnd.

B - T T

[Ben. Act X
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{Secitions 0-8.) !

6. (1) Every commitiee shall prepare amd maintain a poor and an  pporand
unemployed list (hereinalier referred 1o as the List) i which shall be  ymemployed
entered— fist.

(1) the names of all persons {uther than dependenis) within
the union wha are nol asscssed to union rate; and

(b) the names of all wage-carners (other than dependems) who
have been unemployed for a period exceeding one moath
and have no means of subsistence other than their wages.

{2) Any person whosc name has not hegn entered in the List, may
apply to the committee 1o have his name so entered and the commitlee
shall on such application pass such orders consistent with this sccion as
it thinks [it.

(3) The List shall be prepared and maintained in Form 11 in the |
Schedule to Lthis Act, and shall, after such inguicy as the commitee thinks
fit, be checked and revised in all its particulors by the commitiee once in
eviery quarler,

(4) The List shall be open to inspectien by the Jocal public during
the olfice hours at the olfice of the umon.

7. During periods of distress and scarcity, and at such periods of  Reporshy
the yeor as may he decided by the commiuce, each chaukidar shall, chaiikidurs. ;
within the aren ol his jurisdiclion. visit daily the houses ol all persons
naned in the Lisi, and if he finds that any such person or any dependent
of any such person has been witloul fond for & period of more than
twenly-Tour hours, he shail immediately report the tact W the president
of the committee or, in his absence, Lo the vice-president thereof ar in .
the absence of boih the president and the vice-president 10 such othey
member of the committee as may be authorized by the commitice 10
receive such reporis,

8. (1) On receipts of a report submitled under seelion 7 or by any  paymemof
ather reliable person, the president or vice-president or such other member  reliel,
ol-the committee, as the case may be, afier such inquiry, if any, as he
thinks (1, and with 1he least poessible delay, shall grant reliefl from Lhe
IFund o cuch person whose name has been so reported.

{2} Such reliel shall be granied al the rate of not more than two
annas per diem for cach persen of or above the age of twelve years and
halC an anna per diem for each person below 1he age of twelve years, and
shall not ordinarily be granted (or a pertod excecding five days at any
one time:

'|Provided that the comunittce may. at a neenng thereol, direct that
such relicl be granted—

(1) for a period exceeding Ove, bul not exceeding Len, days al

any ong e, :

{11} 1 the lorm of clothing or other aticles. ]

"This proviso was substituted for the Iwe arigzinal provises by . 3 ol the Bengal Rurad

[ R T o 2 P o e P L BT R LI . o
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The Hengal Rural Poor and Unemploved Relief Act, 1939,

{Seciions 9-13.)

0. (1) IT any person of or above the age ol sixicen years whose
name has been reported under section 7 of seclion 8 is ablo-bodied. the
commitiee shall attempt 1o provide him with cimployment and may, in
addition Lo any relief granted 1o him under seetion 8, advance o him
from the Fund by way of loan a sum not exceeding five rupees. [or the
purpose of enabling him o secure employment.

(2) Every such loan shall be repayable wuhoul mterest al any tme
within six months of the date ol issoe.

(3) If any such loan is not so repaid, it shall be realized tn the manner
provided for the realizalion of arrcars of union rate under the provisions
of the Bengal Village Sell-Government Act, 1919, together with taterest
caleulated at o rate per annion of six and a quarter per cennem:

Provided that any such lean or portion thereof may be remitted
by the commillee if two-thirds of the members of the commiltee so
recommend in writing,

(4) An accoum of every loan shall be mamlamed in Form I1l in the
Schedule 10 lus Act,

10. [l atany time the committee is unable from the Fund to meet the
needs of such poor or unemployed persons within Lhe unidn as require
relief, it shall report the fact lo the district magistrate and shall send to
the subdivisianal magistrate a copy ol such reporl; and at the same lime
the president af the cammillee shall suminon a meeling of (he inhabitanis
of the unien for the purpose of securing contributions Lo Lthe Fund.

11.  Any chakidar failing 10 submil, in the manner provided, the
reporl referred to in section 7 shall be liable 10 be punished with fine or,
in cases of gross negleet of duty, with dismissal. in the manner provided
in the Bengal Village Scll-Government Act. 1919, for the fining and
dismissal ol chankidars.

12. A statemnent in Form 1V in the Schedule wo this Act shall be
submitted by the cominittee te the circle officer at the end of cuch quarter.

13.  The '[Stale] Government, and any district baard or union board
1o the extent of 18 junisdiction. may coatribute 1o the Fund at any time,
and any such contribution shail be disbursed by the commiuec in
accordance with any conditions that may be attached o the contribution,

[Ben. Act X

Ben. AclV
aof 1919,
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of 1939.]
(Sections 14, 15, and the Schedute. )
, 14. The commince shall collecl and submit such slalistics as may — Siatistics.
*  from Lime 10 tme he called for by the district board or the district
magistralc.
15. The '[Stae] Government may make rules® for the purpose of  Rules.
aiving cllect 1o the objeets of this Act.
THE SCHEDULE.
Fora 1.
(Section 5.)
Reccipts
{including Expenditure (including loans
loans re-paid}, issued).
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Fora 11
[Secrion 6{3).]
Parr 1.
Persons not assessed to union rate.
| Dependenis. N
Able-bodicd. Disabled Under
Name and | Address. | Occu- [ [ 12 years.
father’s palion. | Over 12 years. Over 12 years
name.
M. F M.
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

'See fout-note 4 on page 487, wnre.

“For rules made in exercise of the powers conferred by this seetion, see notification
No. 6526 Musc, duted the L4t July. 1941, published in the Calertta Gazeste, ofw 1T July.
1941 Part 1 nmnoes 1770.1780



Tar e I L

492 The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Act, 1939.
[Ben. Act X of 1939.]
(The Schedule.)

A Part 11

Uncemployed persons.

Dependents, _
Able-bodied. Disabled Under
Nume and | Address. Occu- — 12 years.
falher’s pation. Over 12 years. Over 12 years
name.
M. F M, E.

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 -
|
|
!

Foray 111,
| Secrion 9(4).]
Issue. Recoveries.
Date. Name and Amount, Dae. Detils of Arount. Balance.
address. receipl,
] 2 3 4 5 6 7
Fara V.
{Sectiemy 12.)
Receipts. Expenditure.
Opcning Closing
balance | Subserip- | Laans Relief [.oans balance.
tions, repaid. Total. aranted. issued, Total.
l 2 5 a 7 8

3






