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Bengal Act X of 1939 

[THE BIINGAL RURAL POOR AND UNEMPLOYED 
RELlEF ACT, 1939.1' 

- Thc Indian lndcpcndencc 
(Adaptation of Bcngal and 

Punjub Acts) Ordcr, h 948. 
']Kc ~ d ~ ~ ~ a l i o n  or  Laws 

_ Ordcr, 1950. 

WHI:RE.AS i~ is  C X ~ C ~ ~ T I I I  LO provide for I ~ C  re l icrc lc the rur:ll poor and 
unemploytd; 

I .  ( I )  ?'his A c t  may hc c;llled lhc Bcngnl R u r i ~ l  Poor and Shn*llllc. 
rhlcnl .md 

Unemployed Rulief Ac t ,  19.i9. COIIIII)I'IIUC- 

(3) I t  sllrrll come into 'force on such darc as lhc4[Srnte] C o v c r n r n c n ~  

oiay, by no l i f i ce t i on  iu ~ h c  Oficirrl GOZPIIL~, appr~in!. 

2. In this A ~ I .  unless thcre i s  ;tnytl l i l lg repugnant in [he subjecr or &linitions. 

coniexl ,  thc words "rirtrrrkid~i~,," "circlc olficcr," "d i s t r i c~  board," "district 

magislratc,"  "union," "union bnerd" and "union r:~tc" sha l l  ha!.c thc 
sainc r l lzanings ;IS in  rhc Bcngal Villagc Sclf-Gi~vcrnmen! Act, 19 19., 

')-ilrSrnrr.lntnl tdObjjcc~s and Rc~sons..r.ec r Ile C~ltcirlrrr G(r.-f!rr, da!rd rht 26111 Augusl. 
1937. Pan l\'R. pngts 3.1-37. r l~e Kpun o l~he  S c k c ~  Com11ulrc.c w a  pwscnicd lo lhc Ben$ 
L tp i s l~ t i vu  Council on ~ h c  .131li Frhrunr): 1919: lor Pruuccdinp. u1 the Rcnpal 
Lrgsla~rvc Council. .rcu rhc Brngnl l.cpisln~ive Cnl~itcil Procccdi~ys. 1937. Volu11:c .I[. 
par< 291, i l d  1975. \'oltur~r: 11. pnpcf 364-3Sn. rbrd 1939. \'olumc 1, pa:< 139 and 
pnyrs 1?:1-24! and ibirt. Volunlc 11, pnpr.c 360 ant1 361: nlld Tor Procrttl~ngs of  tht 
J3cuyI I.cpislarivs Asrcltrbly. S E P  l l i c  B ~ n y l  Lcpislzliv: ~isstrnbly Pro~tcdings. 1931. 
~'ulu~~l: LIV. No. 5 .  p q c s  3S 66. 

'Tht \I.o~~s~~~~IIIIII square hrxl ic~s \~cn:  su t r~ i i tu~~d  for the \Lmclrd "Ucng;ll" by pan. 12) 01 
An. 3 oClhc Indian Indcpundtncc (Adnplalinu of Brnpal311d Punjab Acts) Orllcr. I(JJS. 

"This ALL w a ~  hmuglit ink) lbrsc un rlic Isl Scptcnibcr. 1939. imidc nn~ifi iation 
No:S77h Misc.. dared rliu lOrh Augus!. 1939. puhlihlicd in rhr Ctrlrirtrtr I;l~;crlr o f  
111t I7111 Aupud. 1Y39. Pan 1, pags 2035. 

~ o t d  ivijs ~ u l ~ s i i t u ~ ~ ~ l  for 111c i~ t l r t l  ' ' P ~ o ~ ~ i n c ~ ~ i  ' by piir,~. , I ( ! )  of thc t\dap!itt~t~n 
of  Lairr> Ordcr. 195n. 



Pot,! Fund 
and Pwr 
Soxcs. 

Pour Fund 
Cornniirlc~. 

Crlsiody and 
accr~unls of 
[he Fund. 

77re B o ~ g a l  Rrrtrrl Poor crrld Ut~rtrr])luycrl Hcli~f Arr, 1939. 
I 

I 
[Bcn. Act X 

3. (1) I n  cvcry union rticre shall hc a Poor Fund (I~crcinahcr rcfcncd 
l o  as the Fund). ro which shall bc p:!id a l l  sunis reccivcd as vtllunlary 
conrribu~ions :ind a l l  orhcr receipls rclerrcd l o  in seo~ion 13. 

(2) For thc purposc o f  col lect ins such cnntriburions and i n  
addirion In sucll other ~ t l c ~ l ~ o d s  o f  co l lcc r io~~ as may bc dcrcrmincd by 
the c o ~ n m i l ~ e u  rcfcrrcd l o  in sccrion 4, Poor Buxcs shnll in 1\12 manncl- 
dercfmincd by thc cnmmit[cc, hc placzd i n  rhc uILce 01' ihc ur~ion bunrd 
and in such other places in ~ l l c  union as ~ h c  c o r ~ ~ n l i l ~ e e  [nay de~ernhinc. 

(3) Therr shall be rwo 'Isepara~c] locks ~UI- each Pow Box, thc key 
of onc of which shall rcmain in [l lc cusrody of [lie Prcsiden~ or ~ h c  
Com~nitrcc and I hc key of  :[111c otherj in  lhc cusu)dy o l  such m e ~ n  bcr ol' 

llie co~nmiirce as may hc appoin~cd by thc co lnm i~ce  for ihis purposc. 

(4) Tllc Poor Box shall be opcncd in  IIK prescncc of  at 1ci~sr llirec 
llizrnbcrs of' 111c cornmittcc. and t i l l :  cunlclils IIICI-COFCOU~IC~ and cntcrcd 
ill Form I in thc Schedulc IW [his Act undcr 111u initial or 1l1c lnernbcrs 
present. 

(5) Suhscrip~ions and con~rit>u~ions orhel,rvisc collccrcd shall ;~lsr) 
bc cnrercd in l b r l n  I in  he Schcdulc ro this Acr and 10 cacli subscriber or 
con~rihutor lhcrc sliall hc yivcn in rvri~ing a r rcc ip~ for ihc mnounr rcccived 
from him. 

4. ( 1 )  1 ' 1 1 ~  Fund shnll, in cnch union, hc 111anilycd by a commi~ i tc ,  
which shall consis1 ol'rtlc m e m k r s  o f  [he union hoard L,.V oficio, roscrher 
w i ~ b  such o ~ h c r  persons, nor r x c t c d i n ~  r ivc i n  nu~nbcr,  as rnny he 
cn-oprcd hy [he mcmbers o f   he union hiiard r r u n ~  alnons conlr ibu~ors 
to  he Fund. 

(2) The prcsiclcn~ and vice-przsidcn~ o f  tltc union bilal-d s l ~ n l l  hc 
e.r ojficio presidcn~ and vice-prcsidzn~, rcspccli\~cly, nf rhc committzc. 

(3) AI any mee~ing (I[ 11ie cornrnir~ec rhrcc rne~iibcrs thereof shall 
forin u quorum. 

5.  (I) A l l  conlributions ro rhc Fund sllnll rcmai~ i  in 111c cus~ody o f  
 he prcsidenr of i11c coli~mirrce. 

(3)  T l ~ c  accounts i)l!lie Fund shall bc rnnin~aincd hy r l ~ c  prcside~ir ul' 
111c con~r l t i l~ce in  film I in ~ h c  Schcdule 11) illit; Acr :uid sliall hc auditcd 
annually by rhe circlc ofticcr i tt  lhc i i n~cs  at ir~hich  he nccounks oT i l lc 
uninn board arc nudiled. 

lTh i~  w01.d i tmas subsurutrd Tor rhc \rortl> "dificrcn~ kinds 01" h~ s, l [ n )  nCthc Hcnfnl 
Kurd Puorand Uncnlyb!cd Relic.T(:\~ijcnrlroc~~r) Acl. 194 1 ( U c r ~  ? ( I  II 01 '  194 I ). 

'The wt~rd!, rrithin squ:lrs bi ,~c l t r \  wcre s u l i f l l u r ~ t l  for r l r  ~rurJ.j "anulhcr luck" 1))- \ 

2(b). rbrd 



Thr Retrgcrl R~rr.rrl Poor nrrri Utionplfl~eri Krlief'Ao. IY-IY. 

6. ( 1 )  Evcry comltlittec stinll preparc and niai l lwin il poor and an 
v: unemploycd l is l  (Iiereinarlcr rcfcl-rrd lo  as lhc 1,isl) in ,whicIi sllnll hc 

e111crcd- 
(a) rtie natucs all persorls (urhcr rhnn dcpendcnrs) within 

the union w l ~ o  are 1101 nsscsscd 1 0  union Irate; and 
(h) (he nalncs rlTnII wage-cnrncl-s (olher ~ l i a n  dependcnis) who 

havc I ~ c c ~ i  unemploycd Tor a pcriod cscecding or~c  r i ioni l~ 
and l l i~\ '< 110 [ilCilns oI' s u b s i s ~ ~ n ~ c  other than ihcir wagcs. 

(1) Any person whosc name has no1 hccn entcrcd ill ilir L i s ~ ,  may 
apply tn ilie commi i~ce l o  Iiavc his name so r n ~ c r c d  and thc commiiicc . .  - 
sliall o n  sucli applicalic~n 1135s S U C I I  orders consisicn~ wi i l i  ~ l l i s  SCC~~OII  as 
i l  riiinks lit. 

(3) Thc L i s ~  s1i;rll bc prcpared and mniniaincd in Fo1.m I1 in rhe 
Schcdulc to [his ACI. alkd shall. ilrrel-such inquiry as rllc corn~uii icc thinks 
fir, hc cllrcked and rcvised in al l  its paliiculnrh by lhc cornmittt .~ oncc in 
cvcry quaner. 

(4) Thc List sI1a11 bc open to inspcciion by rhc Incd ~)ublic during 
1I1c ~ l ' f i c z  Ilours ar the 01-ficc of [he uliion. 

7. During periods uT dislress and scarciiy, and a1 sucli pcriods of I<cponslq I 
rhc year as may he dzcidcd by 1112 co~nmi~ tcc ,  each chnrrkillri,, shilll. ''b"'rkifl"l~,'- ! 

w i rh i~ i  [lie areil uf his jurisdic~iun. visit daily  he houses ( I T  all persons 
narnrd i n  [he L i s ~ ,  i ~ n d  i f  he finds that any sucll pcrson or any dcpenden~ 
of any such person Ilas hcen w i i l ~ o u i  fond for i t  pel-iod of morc that) 

I 
~wcniy-foul. Iiours, hc stiall i~nmcdia~c ly  rtporr thc t'aci lo  rllc prcsidcnt I 
o f  ilie curnmittee or. in his absenoc. to [he vicu-prcsideni 111crcol nr in , 
lhc absencc o f  bo(11 ~ h c  prcsiden~ and lhc vice-prtsirlcni lo  such ortier 
mcrnlier 01' rhc commitlcc es may b t  aurhol.i7ed by thc cori~mitrcc to 
rcccivc such rcports. , - ,  , , . - .  

8. ( 1 ) On receipis uT i b  rcporr submi~lcd untlcr scclion 7 or by ally t.,s,,,,,l ,i 
o~hc r  reliable pcrson,  he prcsidcn~or vicc-prcside~~r ur such o~t ier  mcmhcr rrlicr. 

ol '~tbc commilrcc, as rhc cilsc may bc. nfrcr such inrlui~y, i f  ally, as hc 
rhinks l i t ,  end wir l i  11ic Icasi possiblc dclay, sllall gl.ani re l ic l  from ilie 
Fund to c;ich perso11 rrbt~osc namc llas hccn so rcporlcd. 

(1) Such rclici shall bu ~ r a n ~ c d  a1 thc rxlc c~f 1101 mt)l.c [ha11 ( ~ V O  

;uilias per- dilir.f~r for cach pcrson of or nbow [he agc I J ~  I\VZI\JC ycars mid 
h:Af an annil pel- clie13r Tor c:~cli person bclinv 11ie ngc ( I C  livelve ycars, and 
shall 1\01 c~rdinal-ily hc ~ r ~ r i r e d  Ibr :I pcriod escccding five days r11 any 
onc l i ~ i l c :  

l[Providcd ~ I i a i  llic uomlniircc may. a1 a ~ n c ~ ~ i n g  ihereol: dirccr il iai 
>ucli r c l i c l  he grnnrcd- 

( i )  lur :L pcriod cxcccding I lve,  hui nor esczcding Lcn. days .11 
any one ritnc; 

( i i )  i n  rtie lbrln t)1'cloihi11y or orhcr ariiclcs.] 



T I I ~  B ~ ~ ~ g c r l  Rrir.ol I'oor- n~rti U I I L ' I I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ E ~  Relief Acr. 1939. 

~ s s u t o f  vL 9. (I) IT any pcrsrjn or  or  i~hovc 11lc n ~ c  01' six~ccn ycnrs wllose 
loans. name has bccn ~cporlcd undcr scc~ion 7 or scclivn 3 i s  abl+bodicd. rhe 

commirree shall allernpi lo providc lli111 tvilll ~11ip10y;ncn1 and may, in 
addi~ion 10 any relief gran~ed tn him undcr scc[ ion 8. advance to l~irn 
from [lie Fund by nfay or loail 3 sum not cxcccdiny li\,c rupccs. for lhe 
purpose of  enahli I I ~  him to securc cmpluymcn~. 

(2) Every such loan shalt hc rcpijy:jhlt ~vithout inlcrcsl a1 any tiwe 
- ,  

within sir; monrhs or 111c rli~rc or isruc. 

(3) Ifany such loan is nn! st) rcp:~id. it  shall bc rc;\lizcd in rhc rnnnncr 
providcd Tor 111c ~.caliza~ion ornrrcars or union ralc under 1112 provisions RI.n. Acl\, 
or  tllc Bcneal Villayc Scl~-Gclvzrnrr~cn~ ACI, 19 19, rope~her ~virh inrercsl of 1919. 
ci~lculn~cd at n rate prrm mr~rrrr~r of six and a quarrcr pel. C P I I I I ~ I I I :  

Pro\.iJcJ 1hi1r irng suot~ loan or porriotl lherrof may hc ~crnitrcrl 
by IIIC v o ~ n ~ i l i ~ ~ c c  i f  ~ w o - ~ h i r d s  of [he mcinhci-s of thc con~mi l~cc  so 
recommend i 11 w r i ~ i ~ ~ g .  

(3) An iiccuunl u l  cvcry loan shall be mailuaitled i n  Fnrm I11 in the 
ScIit'duIc 10 illis ACI. 

Action 10. t ral  any timc rhc commil!cc is unable From 1l1z Fund ro meel.rhc 
whew t l ~  

F,,,,d nnccds of suck1 puor or uncrnployed persons wi~hin 1t1c uniijn as rcquirc 
i n ~ d t ~ u ~ l c .  relief, I I  sllall rcporl [lie fact 10 [lie district miigisrritrc and shall scnd to 

1112 sul~di~~isicliial niagislrare ;I copy or such rcport: and a1 rhe same lime 
thc prcsidcnt (irtllc ct~mrnittcc shall surnmon a meeling of [he inhabiran~s 
or thc union for thc purposc of securing co~~triburions to ~11c Fund. 

Powcrlu hnc 1 .  Ally rhnrtkidur failing ro submil, in  rhc milnntr pruvidcd. [lie 
repol.1 referred ro irl sec~ion 7 shall hc liitblc lo hu punishud tvi~ll tine or, 

~ . I I ~ I L I ~ ; ~ ~ I I : T .  
i n  cascs r ) l '~ross ncglcct r ) f  duly, wirtl dis1nissn1, in  r hc mnrlner provided 
in thc Bcngal Villeyc Scll-Gtlvcrnilicn~ ACI. 1'119, for [lie fining and 
cIismissal or  chrrrrkirll~~s. 

Quanerly 12. A stalcmcnt in For111 1V i n  lht Schedulc rrr this Act shitll hc 
smfcnwnl. submi~rcd by thc committee ro [lie circle oCLucr :IL rhc cnd c~Tc:icl~ quiirtcr. 

Potvcn u i  13. Tllc '[Sra~cl Govzrnmznr, 2nd m y  dislric~ l)o:~rd (11- union hoi~rcl 
Stale 
G ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ .  10 111c cxtcnl or 11s jurisdicrion. lliny courribu~c to tlic 1:unrl a( any timc. 
districl i~nd any such conrrihution shall br: disbursed by tliz coinu~irrec in 
boards u d  
unionbonrds accordancc wirh any condilirms that may bc attadied to 11lz co~ l~r ibu~ ion ,  
1 0  conrribu~c 
lo 111c Fund. 



14. The commi~rcc shall collcc~ and subtnil such s~a~istics as limy Slarirric~ 
rr TI-om lime 10 ~ i m c  hc called for by rhc dis~r icr  hoard or [he disrricl 

magistrate. 

15. ?he IlSl?i~c] govern men^ may mnkc rules: for 111c purposc of KUIG. 

giving crrcci lo ihe objcc~s or this Act. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

FOUXI I. 
(Secrinrr 5 . )  

FORM 11. 

[Stcriorr 6(3).] 

PAKI. 1. 
Pcrsons nut ;rsscsscd to union rate. 

d 
A 

6 
I 

'For rules niadc i l l  cxcrcise or thc powcrs conrcrred by this  sccrinn. rpr nor~ficarion 
No. 6516 Mrhc, dawd rhc I lr l~July. I94 I .  published in t l ~ c  Cl~lrrirrti GI:L , I~~ ,  of;l~r: 17th July. 
1961 P?n 1 nnnrq 1774-17Ml 
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Name aud 
ralher's 
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I 

Address. 

2 

Recc i pis 
(including 

loans rc-p:~id). 

/ - e 

5 

- 
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Occu- 
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3 
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Expcndilurc (including loans 
issucd). 
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d 
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Undcr 
12 years. 

8 

Dcpcndcn w.  

Ablc-bdicd. Disnhlcd 
7- 

3 - 

Over 12 ycnrs. 

M. 
4 

Ovcr 12 yca1.s 

G Y  

F. 
5 

M. 

6 
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6 

F. 

7 

C Z L  
-A l .- 

v l 5 G  

7 

- 
- 2  
8 

2 
C 
d 

9 

5 - 
g 
10 



! 

Tlic Bcrr~iil Rirrnl Poor rrrld U ~ r c ~ ) i p i u w ~ /  Rclief ACI, 1939. 

[Bcn. Act X of 1939.1 

PART 11. 

Uncrnployad pcrsons. 

Namc and 
rn~l~cr 's  
name. 

1 

Addtcss. 

2 

Issue. 

Opcnins 
halancc 

I 

Da!c. 

1 

Ocuu- 
pnriqn. 

3 

Billi~ncc. 

7 

Rccovcrics. 
Namc and 
addrzss. 

2 

Dn~c. 

4 

Kecr i [~~s.  

A m o u n ~ .  

3 

Suhsul-ip- 
tic>ris. 

1 

Under 
12 years. 

8 

Dcpendenis. 

Able-bodied. Disnblcd , 

Dc~i~ i l s  or 
reccip~. 

5 

Closine 
hiilancc. 

8 

Expe~idilure. 

Amuun~.  

6 

I.aaris 
I-epaid. 

3 

Kzlief 
i d  

5 

Ovcr 12 ycars. 

I'otal, 

4 

M. 
4 

Ovcr 12 ycars 

I,oaiis 
issued. 

6 

E 

5 
M. 
6 

-1'01al. 

7 

E 

7 




