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Bengal Act V I I  of 1943l 
T W  UENGAL VAGRANCY ACT, 1943.' 

REPEALED IX II..IH H . . W c s ~  Bcn. A L L  VII o f  1948. 
4 

A ~ I E X D E ~  . . i ' c s ~  Bcn. ALL V 01- 1970. 

Tllc Indian Independence 
(Adnp~a[ion or Bcngal and 
Punjah ALIS) Ordcr, 1948. 

The A d a p ~ n ~ i o n  o f  I.aws 
Ordcr. 1950. 

1. ( I )  ']-his ACI nxly hc c:~llcd ~ h c  Bcrlgal V:~gr;~ncy r1c1. 184.3. Shun r irk. 
cxlcnl iintl 

(1) B extends lo the whole of '1  W e s ~  Bcngalj. 

(3) 11 shi~ll culne inlo force in  Calcu~la at ai1c.e and in  such c l t l ~ c r  

iircas on sucll o~her davs as 111e 'IStatc] G~J~I-I~~IICIII III~. hy nr,lific;t1ion5 

in rlte OJficiul Gn:erre, dircc~. 

'This Acr sho111d h read with > . x ~ i u n  51 i l l i h c  U>\I R r n p d  Chlldwn ALI. IY59 {\\'r.st 
Ucn. Acr XSX of i1)59) and nutihctricjn ( 1  ] Nu. 1955 S . W M -  l .il(lil. darcd ~ l i c  I l l ~ d  JUIIC. 
196 1. (2) Xo, 2S-1 . S . \ W  H. 4 . X  1. dafcd Y . 1  6.1 ~ n d  (3) No. 17L)-S.~V.11A-lA.l. tlufcd 
l i  3 h3, whiuli hring C U I ~ ~ I I ~  sc~fions olthr: I f l l f t r  .4c1 111to for<< i n  Cnlcu~ta. Huwrah. cithcr 
plncc:cs in  lhe dis1ric15 ~CHr lwmh and ?-1-Pm&an~< and 01I1c.r am.; .  

=For Sl;~lr.~ncnr oiOhjccl!, and Rc~<nnf.r~*c.rhl: L;IL rrrri~ (;rr;kvrc., dafcd Ihc 1 S~II kbruar): 
19-13, pan IV,\. pngc IU; Tor t l ~ c  Procctdings o i  I hr. Asrtnlhly. rtnt ~ h r .  p r a d c i l j l ~ p  t r C  I~ IC 

r i ~ c c r i ~ ~ g s  0 1 t h ~  U c ~ ~ g n l  Lrgislativc Asstnihly hr ld  on ~ h r  2nd hI:lrc.h :tntl I51h Scprclrlkr. 
1'913: ior rhc P r t x ~ v t l i n g ~  t)itlic Rcngal Lcgislari~c. Cou~~cil,.icctlic I)~xI.I.~III~~o~'~~Ic. I IUC~~I I~S 

orrhc Hsng~l  I.;~gicl:i l i~c Cuuncil l icld oI1 f l i t  ?Orb. 2l11d. 17rh alld rllc lSl11 Scp ! r :~~~kr .  I'J43. 
'Tl~cxc ivurds wcle subsfi~ulcd Tor rltc word "H~II:;I~" by pan. (1) o i  An. 1 of ~ h s  Ind~an 

111dc~~cndt1ir.c Ir\dnl)ta~io~i ol' Ucngal and Punjab Acts ) Clrdcr. 19-18, 
'-I'hc words within srlll:m br:lcl;cl> wcrc cul~sri~ulct l  ior 1l1c wort! "Pro\'irlcinl" by 1!1fa, 

4( I ) ol ' l l~c I\dnp~n~ion o f  Laws Order. 1950. 
T h i r  ACI cmlc  inlo i(lrcc or1 ~ l i c  15th Ocrohcr. 19-13. ill 11ic Hu tvnh  and Bally polivc- 

st;iliuns in tllr cli.rlrici of  Hi~wr :~ l~ .  ant1 i n  11ic Tollygun:~. Bcl~ala. hlaliabruz, I l a n ~ i n p ~ r  and 
Durn OUIII police-sraric>~~s ill t l r  dis~rict or l J -Pnpa~~as .  \,ifkt1 notilicatiun Nu. 5666 A.R.P.. 
~l:irrtl rlic ?3rd C)cIclhcr. 19-13. pul)lisl~c.d i l k  ~ h c  L'trlcrrrrtr (;~I.-L.I~L#, L;r~~.ftor.tiir~r~~:, datr.tl t l ~ v  
2 ~ 1 l i O ~ r n l w r .  1943,llnn I, pnpr 182:nndo11tht 7th I.)<vr.ri~brr. 1944, in ~ h r  Culxhan pnlicc- 
!,r>Iiun in rhc di6lricI ol' Ho\\-nli. \,ilk ~~ori l iunrion Xo. 130-1 A.K.P.. d a ~ t d  tht 24hl29rh 
S n v c ~ ~ ~ l w r .  14-14. ~ ~ u h l i s l ~ s d  in  111s C~tk.rrrrtr Grr:rrr~, d:~~cd rh t  7111 I)r.ccllihcr. 1444. pdrl I. 
IY~FC' 1.109. 



[Bcn. Act VII I 
Ekfini~ions. 

v: 2. In this Acr, unless thcrc is anything repugnant in the subjccr o< 
cc)ntexr.- 

(I) "Board" lrlcilns ~ h c  Vagrancy Advisory Board cs~nblishcd 
under suh-sec~ion ( I )  o f  scction 3: 

l( la) "Board of Visitors" tncans a Boi~rd or Visilors csrahlisl~cd 
undcr sub-scction (I ) oC sec~ian l3A: 

(3) "Calcutia" mcans rhc tcl\iFn o i G ~ l c u ~ r a  as defined in sec~inn 
3 or [he Cnlcurt:! Policc Acr, lMi6, ro,octher with the suburhs 
or Calcurln as defined hy no~iricarion under sccriun 1 of  111e 
Ca lcu~~a Suburban Police A ~ I ,  1866; 

(3) "cl~ild" rncans n pcrson under 1l1c agc of rour~een ycars; 

(1) "Con~rollel" mo:ins thc Can~rollcr of Vi~zrancy nppninrcd 
undcr sub-seulion ( I) oi scc~ion 4; 
:* I * m * * 

(6) "prescribed" uleans prescrihcd by rulcs ~nadc  under ~ h i h  Act; 

(7) "receiving cen11-c" ineans a houhc or ins~i iul ion I r   lie 
reception and lemporary dcrcniion o!' \~agranls, provided hy 
thc '[Sra~c] Gavcmment or ccaified as such undcrsub-seclinn 
( 1 )  o f  scclion 12: 

IS) "Special Magistrate" mcans a Mn~ i s~ ra t c  cmpowcrcd to acr 
as such undcr sculion 5; 

(9) "\~agci~nr" mcans a pcrsonl* * * round ahking for 
altrls in any public p l x c ,  or wandering ;thou1 or remaining 
in any public ~ l i l c ~  in such condirion or manner as makes i t  

likcly illat such person cxisis by ;~slring Tor alnis bur docs no1 
incIudc a person collcc~ing rnoncy or asking for rood or gifrs 
for a prcscribcd purpohc; 

(10) "\>agrnnts' liornc" tncans an institu~ion provided by r l w  
?[S~atcJ Govcrnrnent under suh-section ( 1 )  of sccdon 13 for 
rhu pcrniancnr de[endr)n of va, "rants. 

3. ( 1 )  Thc '[Starc] Govcron~ent as soon as possiblc afier ~ h c  
cornmenccmcnt o i  [his ACI shall cstahlish a Board to hc callcd the 
Vxztgrancy Advisory Board. 

(7,) Thc Board shall bc conslilu~cd in rllc manncr prcscribcd, suhjecr 
lo rhc ci)ndi~ian t l ia~ rhc number r d  ~tle~nhcrs o f  ihc Board shall no1 bc 
lcss than tcn. 

'Tli~:, clause r v ~ \  inrrntd hy s. ? ofthc' Bc~~ga l  V;~gr;l~lcy (hmendnlcnt) Acl. 197O (\&>I 
Ucn. AVI V of 1970). 

!C13ust: (5) i v m  umi11cd 1 ) ~  para. 3 uf. ;lnd  lit Elc+-enfll Sthr.dull: to. ihc Ad:ipIaIion o I  
L'  us ; Ordcr. I95U. 

.St*r fuor-11o1c 4 un page 559. irrjrc. 

''1.1~ {{r,rt[s -'no1 I~ inLrc .~~umw; ln , .g ln~ . l~~~n"~a~r .n -nr r l i r r rd I~~~  1 nf -.nrl rb.- Cl...-.-.,l- 



9: ((3 TThc runuliou 01 ~ h c  Board shall bc ( (1 ndvise thl: '[Srale] 
Guver~ i rncn~ on all nlnrrcrs relaring LO 111e con~r id  or vargnncy and in 
prr icular  on rhc ndininisrra~ion ol'ihis Act and for the albrcmcnlio~ied 
purpnses any mcn~her or ~ h c  Board may enrcr and i nq~ec i  at any time 
mly'receivin,v ccnlrc or vega~i ls '  bomc. 

(4) The Board may, nli~lk ihc previous approval o f   he ' [Sta~c]  
Govzrnmcnr, liinkc rc~ulai ions 10 proviclc for,- 

( i~)  [he t i~ i l cs  itnd places at which iis mccrings sh;ill I)c held; 
(b) the issuc o f  notices concerning suc11 nicetings and; 
(c) ~ h c  cnnduct o r  husincss rhcrcar. 

4. (I) Fot oilrrying ou l  rhe purpuscs of this A c i  [lic ' [S~ i i rc ]  .4ppin1nwn1 
oCCon~rollcr Governnic~~r inay apprj in~ a pcrson Lo be Con~rriller bl' Vagrancy iogcthcr r,r ,,Jzml,cs 

w i l h  such olhcr persons In assis1 him as il thinks fil. and hi< 
z~+ist~n~s (2) Pzrsons allgoinrcd under sub-sccrion (I) shall cxcrcisc sucll 

powcrs :IS nlny hc cwrerred and pcrform sucl~ Iu~~cr ions a< 111q bl: rcqui~-cd 
hy or undcr  his Act. 

5. For ilic purpose ~ IChap le l .  11 of this ACI ihc ISiarr:] Govcrn~nent S~c ja l  
map ernpower2any Prcsidzncy Magistrait in CalcuI~n i ~ n d  king Magisrri~rc h!39LS1r''L3 

or lhc fil-sr class elsewhcrc IF, ac l  as a Special Magisrra~c. 

6. Any police orficcr nurhoriscd in  his bchallhy ~ h c  Cummissioner Powcr~u  

ofPu(ic.c in Cillcuuo md by t h ~  D i s ~ r i e ~ M i ~ i s l r a ~ c  ~Iscwhcrc may rcquire t:;Znl 
any pcrson who is apparenrly a v:Igranl [ u  ;tccorilpany lli~li or any other vagrant 10 

pc~lice oITiccr to..and to appear bck)re, a Spccial Ma,. "1SIrilrC. apCx'.m 
~ + O K  
Spccid 
hlapis~ntc. 

7. [ 1 ) When a purstln i s  brou5hr b e h v  it Special M;t$isll.are undcr Surll l~ar?. 
inrluiq. in scction 6, such Special M;~gisrrarr: shall makc a summary inquiry in  thc ,,F,,,I 

prcscrihed rnilnncr inlo ~ h c  ~.il~culllsbnccs and characler of  such person, nljparcnl 
rdgranl and 

and ii. d te r  hcarin? anything wllicll suvB person m ; ~ y  wish to say lie is drr.13nlion 
sa~isficd rhat such person i s  a vazranr, he shall record a dccI;aalion ro oiwmonrcr 

h: rrafr;1nr 
11iis c l f c c ~  and 111e provisions o f  ibis ACI r c l : i ~ i~ ig  ro vngranls sliall hySFcial 
lhercupn~l apply ln such pcrsnn. h ln~ is l r~ t~ .  

'.kc Foul-nolc -1 un p : y t  55Y.ttr1re. 
'For nuliimiion c r ~ ~ p o a c ~ i ~ i g  111t.Policc Mogir~m~ts of Hawr~h.  2-1- P a n p a r  and Scaldah 

lo xr ;L+ S p c i a I  X)y i> l r i l l cs ,  t--(!@rio. ~ r t ~ ! ~ ~ l i l i ~ i i ~ i o ~ l  No. 43.5 G.A.. dnfrld 13,?.-1S, publ~sl\.lrcd 
In ~ h r :  Cakirrrrr Unzt.rltm IIC 19-18. pan 1. page 134 



(2) I r o n  m:lking ihe sunuilary inquiry rcfcrrcd lo  i n  sub-serticin ( 1 )  
~ h c  Speciill Magisirate i s  no1 sn~isficd ~ h n r  ilic pcrson hruugt i~ hcrore 
Ibim utdcr scciion 0 is a vasrnni such pcrson shall lorih\vith be rc lc i~sc~f.  

(3) A Special M;lgisira~c rcrording ;I dcclrrra!icin undcr sub-scc~ion 
(I 1 r l ~ a ~  a pcrson is n vnernrlr shall l o r ~ h w i ~ l ~  send a ccrril'ied copy c ~ f  sucb 
dcclararinn LO [lie Controlb~; and to thc nfficer-in-chnrge nl' ~ l l c  recciviny 
ccnlre io which suct~ vagranr is sen1 undcr sub-~c~t i011 (I) dsecr ion 8. 

I 
i 

[Ben. Act 1'11 I 
I 
I 

! 

8. ( 1 ) W hcn ;I pe rscm tias been dcolared l o  bc n vegmn t uiidcr sub- 
sectinn ( 1 )  ol'sccrion 7 hc ahnll for~hwi lh be scnl in ~ h r  nli~nnerpl-cscribed 
lo rllc nzarcsi rrlcziving ccmre and there handud ovcr to ilie custody of 
rhc orhccr-in-ctia~pc o r  such rccciving ccnlrc, and such vagriint shall bc 
dctnined in such rccciving ccnuc unril hc is sen1 rhcrcl'ron~ Lu a vagranls' 
home undcr suh-scc~ion ( I )  ot' scciinn 9. . 

(2) As sorm as posaiblz al'ter ~ h r :  comnlcncclncnt of the dc~cnriotl of 
a v:\grani in a rzcciving veii~rc tllc medicill officcr of such receiving 
ccnLre shall u l i ~ h  such medical lielp as oiay hc neccssnry 111cdicilHy 
cxalninc [lie v;lgrani i n  thc manner prescribed a s  quickly as is  consislzn~ 
wirh ll le circun~sianccs ol [lie cahc and shnl I thcrcupon lurnish thc officcr- 
in-chargc aT r l ~ e  rccciuinz ccnrrc with ;I rnedicel rcpnrt regarding ilir 
healih and bodily condi~ion of ihe rruprant. 

(3) Thc nlcdlcal rcporl refcmcd to in suh-szcrion (2) sli:~ll S i i I l C  i~rrcr- 
olin,- 

(21) thc scx and ;!gc ot  ihe vagr;lnt: 
(b) whcrl~zl- rhc vagranl is a leper; 
(c) fro111 ivhn~, it' any, co~tlinunicablt discascs o111cr 1I1an Icprosy 

the vagranl is suffering; 
(d) \ rhc~l ler  rhc vagrant is insane or mcnrally dcticicnt; 
(c) wllnt is ~11c _cener:~l swie of 11c;llth a i~ t l  bodily condition or 

111e vagrant acd for \vhich. if any, or 111c prescribed rypcs of 
work Ilc k lit. 

9. (1) On rcceip~ oC tlh: lncdicnl laport rcl>l.~-cd to 111 hub-sec~ir>n 
I?), or section 8 !lie ofhccr-ill-charge ol';i rccciving ccnirz shall, as srjon 
:IS !he ncccssnry :~rrangemcnls can hc made, send (lie vayranl in 1 1 1 ~  

prcscl-ibcd ~uniincr to such vagran~s' honic ah thc Controllel- niay by 
gznural o r  spzcii~l order in t l ~ i s  behalf direct, and ilie said officer-in- 
cllargc hIln11 along ivi lh such vagrant scnd lo  Ihc Ma~iagcr of ihc snid 
rragr:tnLs' tioii~e,- 

(a) rlic ccr~ i l ied  copy ol'the dcclarntion nlade undcr suh-scclion 
(I) ol'scctioli 7 rc!ntil~; l o  such vagranl w l~ ic l i  is to hc scnllo 
such ul ' i~cer- in-chn~~ge undcr sub-sccriori (3 )  o f  tt)c snid 
srction. artd 

{ h )   he said rticdical rcporl. 



( 2 )  Whcn a viigranl is scl~r LU a vagrn~~rs' hntllc urlder ~ h c  provisions 
j: of sub-scc~inn ( 1) hc ~llilll l)2 handzd over lhe cusrorly of rhc hl;~r~n_rr.r 

or  sucll v:lgran~s' hnnlc :uid sl i i~ l l  bc derninetl rhcrci~~, or in a vegmn~s' 
horr~c \I, which hc inn!. bc trilrlsrcrrcd urlrlar section IG, unril duly  
dischar,ocd rl~crclmm under sccrion I S ,  

(7)  In i s s u i n ~  nng ordeb- undcr sub-section ( I )  \llc Conirollcr shall 
cnsurc l h a ~  thc following cl;~sses (IT vagranrs, namely: 

(a) Icpcrs. 
(11) ~ h c  insclnc or lncnlally dchcicn~, 
(c) 1110s~ sulTcrirlg rraln comn1uni:nblc discases o~bcr  ~ l i i u i  

Icprosy, 
( ( 1 )  children, 

ere scyrcgarcd from cncll otllcl. and rroln vagrimls w l ~ u  do no! helony ro 
any ol' r l ic  ~forcnienliuncd classes ilnd ~ l ~ i ~ l l  illst, ellsurc rllnl 1l1e 111:1lc 
\bayrimis arc segrcga~zd irom ~ h c  fcrni~le i1uyranIs: 

Provided thn~ i h e  provisions nfrhis sub-scclion iu  rcspccr or cl~ildrcn 
may bc rutaxcd 3s prcscnhcd. 

10. ( 1 )  I f  arrcr an inquir!. ~t~adc  uudcr sub-scciinn (I) a(' scclion 7 L ~ ~ n ~ l u . ' l l I  

[he Spccinl Magislrn~e is sarisficd r ha~  rhe pcrson b~nughl heibrc hi111 ~ ~ , , ~ ~ ~ ~ i , ,  
under sccriol~ 6 i s  3 vagranl 1 ~ 1 ,  in 111c coursc ol'such i l lqui~y, i t  I1:is ~ ~ v ~ i i c l ~ ~ l ~ ~  

.4cr 15  in 
appcarzd thal 111c vagrrtnl was nllt  born in rhc area i n  \vI~icti this Acr i s  in FoLy, 
fnrcr: i l l .  l~as no1 b c c ~  conrinuously rcsidenr herein for mul-c than o l~c  
ycar, 111c Spccial Mayislralc, after making such ful-rh~~r inquiry. if any. as 

hc may dccm necessary. may by ordcr in tv l - i~i l~g direct [he said vagrilnl 
!o Iciiue rllc said nrca \vi:l\in such ~ i m c  and hy such rouis (w WJ~~CS as 
may bc srared-in rlie order and not ].erurn rhercro nfitllr,ur thc perm issic~n 
in \vlitiny of  thc Cnnrrc~llsr, itrid in sucl~ uiisc, notwirlis~;nding anythin: 
conioined i n  sub-scction ( I  )olscction 7. lllc provisin~~s uTsccrions Y and 
9 s l ~ i ~ l l  nor apply tr) such rrapranl: 

Pin\,itlutl illat i T  tlic Spcci;tl Mngistralc clocnis i l  neccssnry 11) ~ n i ~ k c  
any rurrlicr inquiry as a1'01.csaid in rcspcc~ {JC such iVagl.anl. 111c vagrant 
shall hc dctnined pcndlng conclusion 0 1 -  ~ h c  said i11q11iry in such 
rccciving cenrrc as IIIC Con~r t~ l lz r  may by general 01. spccinl ordsr i n   his 
bchall direr1 and lur 111)s purpoic shall he sen\ rllcrclo in rhc nlnnncr 
prcsc:.ibcd and rlict~c hiuidccl over LO rhr: cusrocly of tlic ortlccr-in-cl~argc 
a[' WCII r c ~ e i \ ~ i n ~  crnrrc. and hllnll. wllilz hc i s  so de~nincd. bc suhjecr t o  

rlic rules r ~ l  Inanagelncnt ~ n r l  c!isciplir~r rcfkl.red in suh-scc~iori ( I )  or 

section 15. 
( 2 )  TIic Col~~l.ollcr shall not give ~ l i c  p c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i s s i n ~ i  rcfcrrzd LO in sub- 

scclioll ( I  } u111c.s~. i f  lhc vagrnnl I ~ad  I1ec.n i ldn~nct i  in ;I vngriln~s' IIUIIIC. 
silcli \-agranl wr )~ l r l  II;IYZ L~CCII e l ~ ~ i h l r  10 1131 L. hccli clischal.gcl1 ~ h c r ~ l ' r t ~ ~ i ~  
under ~ h c  ~~rtlvisions of sub-sec~ion (I 1 rlf scclir)~~ 18. 



TJtr B c u ~ n l  I ' r rg),n~~c~ A cr. 1943. 

(3) Wllen a vngriial ngainsl whom an ordcr has hccn ~nadc undcr 
sub-secrion ( I )  fails ro comply n i ~ h  such order wi~hin lhc 1i1ne spccificd 
thcrzin, or afler complying with 111e said ordcr returns \\,ilhuul llic 
pcntiission in wriring or  ltle Controller lo ally place wirtiin thc area 
rdcmcd LO in 1t1e said ordcr, such vngratlr njny be arrcacd wi~lioul a 
\\rnl-ranL by any policc olficcr, and shall be liable, on conviclicln beforc n 
Magisirale. ro be punisl~ed will) r ig~~rous imprisonr~~cnl Ibr a Lcrrn whictl 
may cxlend LO six monlhs. 

11. A Jcclar;~~ion t1ii11 n persun is a vngranr rccordcd by a Special 
Magistr:~~c undcr suh-scc~ion I I)  ol'sec~icln 7 sIi;111 bc suCficien~ :lutl~o~.ily 
10 atlp pctson tu rcrain such v:lpmnt in his cusrody whcn such pcrson is 
undcr !tie prnvisions ~ ) i ~ t i i s  Acl or of any rulc madc rticrcundcr conucying 
a v:lgmni lroin llle Court a[;( Special Magisrra~e ro n rcceiving ccnrrc or, 
Irom a rcccivirig ccnlre LO a vagranls' home or From one vagrallrs' Ilon~c 
to nnnihcr and ro llle ~iiicer-iii-~l~ai.gc a rccciving ccnlre ;u~d  LO thc 
M:~nagel. ol' a vagranrs' honlc for dclaining sucli vagranl in acctlrdancc 
with ~ h c  pi.ovisions ol'rllis Act in a rcccivilig ccnlre or vagrank' hnmc. 
ns t l~c  case may be. 

CHAPTER 111 

Receiving Ccnlrcs and Vagrants' Hoinc 

12. ( 1 )  Thc '[S~ale] Government mny providc and mitinrain loperhcr 
will1 rhc necessary furnirure and esr:thlishmcn~ one ur mnrc rcceiving 
ccnires ill such place or plijces as ir lliinks GI or mny certify by nolificarion 
in ~ h c  Ofjicinl Gazerre any exisling chari~nlhe or ollier insri~ulion, suhjccl 
lo ~ h c  prior uonsenl of 11ie conlrolling aulllorily DE sucli i ~ ~ s l i ~ u ~ i o n  and 
on such conditions as may bbc ~i~ulu:~lly agrcbcd upon belwccn rhc '[Slalel 
Governmcn~ and Llle said nu~horily, to bc. a tccciving cenlrc for thc 
purposcs of rhis Acl. 

(2) For rhc purposcs of lllis Act cvcry receiving ccnlre >hall be under 
rlic immediil~c con~rol of an ofliccr-in-chat-sc wlio shall I IC  i~ppoinlcd by 
ltic '[Stalcl Governmcnl and whn shall pcrlortii his rutlclions subjccl ro 
thc orders uL rtie Conrrnllcr. 

( 3 )  Thc '[Sl;~ic] GavcrnmenL st~all also nppoinr for evely rcceiving 
ccnrre rmc nr. nlrrrc suil;lbly qualilied pcrsous as medicel officers. 

13. ( 1 )  n ~ e  [Srarc] Govcrrrmcnr nlay provide and n~ain~airl ro$ther 
w i ~ h  the ncccssary rurni~urc. cquiprncnl and csrablishmenL, one nr more 
va~r:~nrs' Ilc~nlcs at such placc or placcs as i r  rhinks lil and such vagrants' 
Itnincs tnay includc provision Tor lhc rcnching 01' agricullurnl, itrdustrinl 
or athcr pursui~s and lor ihc gcneral cduca~icln and mcdical care ~ > r  rlie 
in~ilarcs. 

"' ' ' -- .. . 4 .. ,,.-. <GO ,...,,. 



1: ( 2 )  Every such rn,vr;in~s' home shall bc undcr [ l ie  immedia~c cllaryc 
o i  a Manazcr ~IIO shall bc a7poinled hy 11ic '~SI~IC] Govcrnmzni and 
whn sllnll perfomi h ~ s  iunc~ions suhjccl to lhc orders o l  the Conrrollcr. 

(3) Tllc '[S~alc] Govcrnmen~ may appoini ill rcspect o f  a vagranis' 
Ilwne n suitably qunliiied pcrson as mcdical officer and onc o r  r1101.e 
suitably quillified pcrsons as reachers. 

:13.4. ( 1 )  For cvery rccciving cenlrc and every vagrnnrs' home, 
lhc S~ale Governmcn~ ~Ri i l l  csl i~hl is l~ a Board ofv is i~ors ,  cnnsliru~cd in 
such Iiianner and cnnsixrin~ r l f  such ~ i u m l ~ c r  or nie~nhcrs ns may he 
prtscribcd. 

( 2 )  A Bo:rrd orvisiton may v i s i ~  rlx receii~in: ccnlre or lhc vnersnts' 
homc for which i~ is es~uhlishcd and rccord i l s  cornnicnis on any nlallcr 
it may lllinli fii pcrlijlniny to ~ h c  working of ~ h c  rcccivinp ccnirc or ~ h c  
vagranrs' I~orne Tor rlic co~isidcra~ion o f  Ihc olliccr-in-cliargc o f  1l1c 
reccivinp ccnirc {IT i l ~ c  Manngcr or i l l t  va~ranls'  I~ornc and Tnr [his 
pi~rposz. any n~cmberol'rlie Board of Viiirors sliatl havc rl~e righr 10 visit 
such receiving ccntre or ~~agrnnrs' Ilomr ar any rimc b c ~ w c e ~ ~  r l ~c  Iloun 
O~'SUI~I.~SL' i ~ n d  sunset. 

(3) Cvp~cs  ofcommcnrs recorded by a Bu:ud oTVis11ors undcr sub- 
sccrioli (2) shall. as scun as map bc alrer ihcy arc rccordcd, bc ror\vnrdcd 
by rlic officcr-in-chaye o f  the ncciv ing cenlrc or !hc Manager or rIie 
unzr;rrr\s' tlvblle, as the case m a y  he, 10 h e  Bv:jrd. 

14. Evc~y  officer-in-chargc of a rcce iv i~~g ccntrc: ur Manager or a SrxuhclT 

vayanls' home may urder rh:11 any r~npranl dclnined i n  such rccoiving r'apmnlh' 
, ,. . 
! ' , - -  

ccnlrc o f  vapri~nts' home shall bc scarchcd and rhal ~ h e  pcrsr~nal cflecis , ,  , . . 

ol  sucli v:lFlant shall hc inspccted end any nioncy tlicn Found with 01. 
on tIic vagranl sliall he applied in [he manncr pruscribid tn~vards rlic 
weltarc o l  vagrnnls and any uT such effcc~s orhcr ihnn nloncy { m y  
he srdd in nuciirm and rl~e prncccds of' the snlc sl~nIl he applied as 

aforesaid: 

Prt~vidcJ r l ~ a ~  e rc:iinlc vagrant sllall be scarchcd by a feinillc only 
and wilh due rc~;u.d to dccency. 

. . 15- (1 ) Xtgl a n ~ s  dciaincd in receiving ccnrres o r  va2ranis' Iionles ~~:IIIX~CIII~IW . . 

undcr l l i i s  Aa! .illall he svhjeci iuruch rules or n i m a ~ c ~ i i o n ~  and disuipl~nc ~ ~ : r , l n r  , . 

as may rrom [imc 10 rime bc PI-<scribed. 

6~phrrrriir~1r.-Discip~11ie ~ni ludcs the unrorccmenl ur tlic dt)inz ol- 
manual or otlier work by il vagrant. 

- 

'Xrc f00l - l l t ) l~  4 011 p;>gC 519. ~II l1L' .  

'Stuliun I ?A rr ;L i ~ lbc~ tcd  11!'s. .i utlht: U c r ~ p l  \'a2r~nc)' (.4111crld111cnr) 11c1. 1'170 (\Yes[ 
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(2) I f  any vagmlii wilfully disohcys or ~~eglccrs lo cllrnply wilh ;my 
rule rclbrred to i n  sub-scction ( I )  hc slinll on conv ic~ ion befnr,c :l 
Magistrate bc liahlc 10 bc punislicd with rigorous ili~prisonrncn~ for a 
ierm which luay cx~cnd lo ihrcc n~oii~hs.  

( 3 )  ?kc ' [ S ~ n ~ c j  Governmcn~ nlny slutl~orisc ~ h c  h.lauagcr of  a 
v i~gmn~s '  holnC lo punis11 airy ragrilnl dei;lincd In such v n ~ r a n i s '  Iloti~e 
who wilrully disohcys or ncglccts LO co~nply \viih ally r l~le rcl'crrcd lo in  
sub-sec~iun ( 1 ) will1 h;11-d lahour or ille rypc prcscribcd lor any'pcriod IIOL 

cxcccding setrcn days; and suclt punishmcnr mey bc in licu of or in 
at1dirir)n ro m y  punishmcn~ to which 1116 fb3granl may hc liable undcr 
suh-SCCI~OI~ (2). 

16. Thc COII~I-tlllcr Inay hy order in wliring dircci ihe 1r;lnsibr nT a 
vagl-:lnr lrolil nnc vagraii1.c' home ln iunorlicr and a vagrarll in rcspeul o l  

wt~oln sucl~  an nl-dcr is pnsscd sllnll thcrcupoi~ hc scni in 111c Inanrlcr 
p~.esc~-ibcd 10. :ltld Iia~~dcd O V U ~  10 I ~ I C  cusiody oC. the Manngrr o i  thc 
vagrnnls' Iinlnc 10 which 111: lias hy such nrdcr b c e ~ ~  rranslirl.ed. 

17. Tllc Mnnitgcr of a vagrants' homc sliall usc his hcst cndravrlurs 
lo obtain outsidc llie v;~gr;ln~s' lion~c suital,lc cmployn~cnr (01- vagriknts 
dc~ainrd illcrein. 

18. ( I )  A vagrant nlny be discharged rrt~rn n vagranls' tiornc under 
orders of  thc Contrt!llcr.-- 

(3) on tlie Manager nT such vagrants' llnrnc czr~ifying in the 
prescrihcd liialmcl- 1l1a1 saiisl~ciory omploy~~)cnt has hccn 
oblaincd Ibr such ipag~.anl; 

(h) on i ~ s  bcing shown lo [lie sa~isrncrion or Ille Controllel. thnl 
S U C I I  uaymlil li:+s hcco~nc posscssecl of ;in i~~con lc  sufficicnl 
lo cni~blc l~iln r t l  suppnrl t i in~selr  wi thou1 resorting 10 

vagrancy; 

(c) on i t  rz la t i~~c ol'sucll v:rgriInl, nr n pcrsoli \vIio lt?e Conrruller 
is sarisl'icd is- inlcrcsled in tllc w z l f ~ r c  of  such \lagr:ln!. 
c~ireriny in10 :I hond rvi~h or wiiliour surelics lor a sum 
prescribed. to It)ol; nher and mainrain such v:lgrdnl and ro 
prevcnt him from resorting 111 vagralicy; 

(d) for. othcr good and s~:fl'icienl rcnsolls 10 be recorded by 



L 
(1) Whcn ~ h c  cniploymen~ rclcned to in cli~usc (a) of sub-scc~ion ( 1 ) 

has bccn oht;~incd for a vngranl, any such ipagrilnt refus~ng or ncglccring 
to avail hirnsclf thcreof shall bc liahle lo bc punishcd on conviction hcrore 
a Mqis t ra~c ,  wirh rigomus imprison men^ fur a lerrrl which may cxrciid 
to onc month. 

Penalties and ~Iiscrlli~ncous. 

19. Wl~orvcr cmploys or c:ruscs ally person I n  ask for alms, or abcts P u n i s h ~ l w n ~  
Ir>rcrnp[oy- rhc cmploymrnt or rhc causing ol' n pcrsnn to ask k l r  alnis, or whocvcr. Ingnr  

having rlic cusrody. ctuirrgc. nl- care or i\ child, connivcs 31 or cncaurages causin! 

111c crnploynien~ or tlw causing of a child lo ask for alms sllall hc liahle ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ' , , ,  
rn be punishcd on conviction hefore a Mapislrn~e with riz~braus 
imprisnnmenr Ior a lcrni which [nay cxrend lo two scars or will1 finc or 
with ho~h. 

20. Any pcrson \-efusi ng Or riiilinp to accompany a police or[iccr In. Punishr~icnl 

or lo appear bclbre ;i Spccial Mngi~trittc. when tcquircd hy such oiticcr ~~$~~~ 
undcr section C, ro d o  so. may he arrcstcd rvirhoul warrant, and shall bc aSprcial 

liahle to bc punishcd on convic\i<)~i beforc a M:igistrate with rigorous "13Si"rJte. 

in~prisonnienr Tor a [cml n~tiicli lnny cxrcrtd to onc mrjnth or wirll linc, or 
wit11 both. 

21. Any vagranr who rzluscs lo submil ro a rncdical exafnination by Pu~iisIi~nc.n~ 

the mcdiual omficcr oT ;I rcceiving ccnlrc or by any pcnon assisling such (Orxfusing 
toruhri~ir 

medical orCiccr under thc prt~visions of sub-sccrio~~ (2) uf sccrion 8 shall romsdicnI 
hc liahlc 10 hc punislied on conviction brrorc a Magistra~c with rigc~rous 

ar rrcvivlng 
irnprisonnicnt foi- a ~ertti which rnily exlend tu unc month. CCI~IN 

22. 
been c 
leaves 
uliarge 

t11e 

Any ionprant who escapes lrorn ally cusrody lo whicli he has Punislul~c~~~ 
:omnri~rrd undcr this Acr or any rule ri~ade thcrcunder or wtio iziy~ 
3 rcceiving ccnlrc wirhou~ thc permission or ~ h c  officer-in- wce iv in~  

111crcoT. 01- who lcavcs a vagrnn~s' I~r)mc willlour rhc pcrniissian ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
Manager ~hertol', or who, Iiaving with rhc pcnnission r,T such ~ ~ I I W .  

oflicer-in-chersc, or Mnnagcr. ah the case may hc, lei1 a rccciving ccnrrz 
clr a vagrnnrs' ht)me for n timc specified undcr any rule rct'crrcd 10 

in sub-suc~ion (1  ) of section 15, wiIfuIIy Tails ro return on thc cupiration 
nf such riinc, may hc arrcs~cd witllou~ u0arrant and shall lor every 
such ull'cnce, be linblc r r ,  be punishcd, on conv ic~ ion  before n 
Masis~nktc, will1 r i~orous  imprisonlncn~ Ioi- a 1el.m wl~ich may exlend to 
s i x  n71rnlhq  



Power lo 
111altr: rulcs. 

The Bc~rgul I/ngrn~~c! Act, 1943. 

23. Evcry person imprisoned undcr tht pr,ovisinns rfsuh-scc~ion (2) 
or sccricin 15. sub-secrion (2) 11T scoiion 18, src~inl i  20, sccrion 2 1 or 
secricin 22 shall nr [lie end o r  his tcrm 01' i~ i lpr iso~i~i iznt  hc hrt~uyllr under 
policc custody before the llcarcst Spccinl Magistrare \\,hr, shall rclrrt~wirh 
dcnl with such person in ~ h c  manner laid dowri in ?;ec~ions 7, R and 9 as 
i f  such pcrson had brcn hrough~ bdorc such Special Illa,uislri~rc under 
rhc provisions o f  s e c ~ i ~ m  6: 

Provided ~ h a l  i f  111c s:tid Special Magislralc is o f  tlic opi~i ion [hat 
sucll person would. if drt;lincd under [his Acr as a viigriinl in 3 vapnnrs' 
home. hc cliyiblc lo bc discl~arscd thcrcfrtim undcr lltc protbisirina uT 
sub-scc~iun (I) ol'sec~ion 18, hc may, insicad oldeal i l~g with such persol1 
:is nforcsaid, direcr [hat such pcrson be released and suctl p r r jon  sliatl 
~hcrcupon he scr nr lihcrty. 

I 
; 
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34. ( I )  N o  proseculion f o r  an offcncc under  his A c l  may be 
ct~mmcnccd except hy, or wit11 IIIC pcrr11issio11 nf, such officcr as limy hc 
prescribed in !his bcbalf. 

(3) No olTcnce under [his Act shill1 bc ~r iahlc by ally Mngisrrnrc olher 
[him n Presidency Mi~gi>rr;i~c or a Magisrrare oT the first class. 

25. Al l  pzrsonh cmpu~vcrzd 10 perform any runcliun under rliis A c l  
shall be dccn~cd ro hc public servants wilhin t l ~ c  menni~ig of scction 21 
nf ~ h c  Indinn Penal Cadc. ACI XL\' or 

186U. 

26. N o  suir, prosccu~ion or orher lcgal prorccding sIiall lie against 
any pcrson empowered l o  p t r f i~ r rn  iIny runciion under [his Acl  Tt~r any~hinp 
w l~ iuh  is in good fairh donc or in~cndcd ro be done undcr rllis 4c1, 

27. [R~~perr l . -K~l~enled  I)? rcct iu~r  3 arrd rlrc Sccotiri Sclrrrl~rlc lo 
llbrr Bcrrgul Acr VII qfIYJS.1 

28. ( 1 )  The ' 1  Sr:nc] Govcrn~mnr Iuay lnake rulcs: for carrying clut 
rllc purposes nl' thia Acr. 

(7) I n  particular and withoul prc~udice [o rht. ~cnc ra l i l y  of r l ~ e  
foregoing powel: such rulcs may provide for all r)r :my 1l1c lollowing 
matters, nar11zly:- 

(a)  [lie purposcs Tor tvhic l~ a person may ci,llccr money nr ask 
For food or gil'ls rcrcrred 10 iu ul:~usc (9) oi scclion 2; 

(b) lhc cons~ i tu~ ion thc Board rcl'crred lo  ill suh-scc~ion (2) o f  
scc~iol l  3: 

'See, fool-nulc J o11 p g c  554. trirrc. 
=Fur ~ l i c  Bcl ignI Vngr;lnc.y Ilh~lc\. 1945. scc ~ ~ o t i f i c n f i o ~ l  No. 2799P.H , d a ~ d  

rhc 25th Scl~fcri~l~r, 1945. l)ubll,h<d In lhc Cirli-rrrtar C;ir;crrc. of 1915. p~fl I, I I ~ E I :  160. 
.1> . ,...... l. -..l..nrl.rrl 



?he D ~ r r ~ n l  Vrrgr.rrrrq Acr, 19.13. 

(c} IIIC nlnnnrr in whicti lhc suinnlary inquiry refcrrcd 10 i n  
sub-sccrion ( 1 )  of  stclion 7 shell hc rllndc: 

(d) IIIC manncr in which a vngrilnl is to bc scnl l o  a r c c c i v i n ~  
centrc undcr sub-secrion ! I) o f  sccrion 8 and ihe provist) 11) 

sub-scc~ion (I ) o f  secrion LO: 

(e) ~ h c  manncr i n  which a medical olliccr is nlctlically tncx;u~iinc 
a vagrant under sub-sccrion (2) o f  ~ c c ~ i o n  8; 

(I') [he [ypcs (I[ works I'or ivllich a vngrdai may bc repo~zcd lil 
u ~ ~ d c r  cl:u~sc (c) of sub-irctinll (3) r , l  acc~ion 8; 

(g) thc manner i u  which :I tb:igr:inr i s  to bc sent to n vagr;mts' 
IIOII~L' u~ider sub-scction ( I ) o r  sccrioll 'I; 

(It)  ihc mannci- in  and rhc cxieni lo wllicti Lllc provisiorls o f  suh- 
scuriim (3) oTscciio119 in respcct (~Tchildrcn may he rclascd: 

'(.hh) IL iilnnncr i n  w l~ i c l i  n Board of Visittlrs may br: consri~utcd 
u i~dcr  l ub -scc r in~~  (1) o l  scclion 13A and [lie nuinhcr or 
a~rrnbers which a Board or Visirors Inay consis1 uT: 

(I) llh: nlanncr in which [lie moncy I'ound rvittl or on. nr ~ h c  
procccds 01' ihe sale of othcr pcrsonal cl-lkc~s nl'. ;i v;tgr;lnl 
may be applicd to thc wclr i~rc 01' vagrauu ullclcr scclinn 1.1: 

(j) thc manaycmznl and discipline rcfcrrcd 10 in sub-srclioii (I) 
ofscction 15 l o  which vagrants dcinincd in reccivinz ccnlrcs 
and vagrants' hon~cs sllnll bc subject; 

(k) rhc lype of thc h:ird Iitbour u.lrich is l o  Tom thc punisllltlcnt 
which m:~y bc i~\unrtlrd under suh-scction (3) or szc r io~~  15; 

(I) ~ h c  miinncr in whicli a v n s n i ~ ~ t   nay bc scnt from one vilgranis' 
llornc lo a~,othzr undcr scc~ion 16; 

(~n) Ihe manlier in which t l ~ c  Manager of a vaeran~s' home is to 
cer~iry undcr clause (a) o f  sull-scc~icln (1) 01' seciion 1 X ~ h n t  
sarisl-iac~ory c~nployniznl has bccn ob~ained for a vagranr: 

(n) [lie an~ount o f  il le bond refet.~.ed lo i n  clause (c )  nf suh- 
seclion ( 1 ) o r  sccrion IS; 

(0) rhc ofhccr rcl'ened ro in sub-scc~iun ( I )  ol'szciion 34. 

29. Any rulcs made or anytliin,u donc or any nclinn i~ ikcn or any canri~mmul: . . 
p~acccdinzs ct,nuncnced i r ~  cxcrcisc o f  poivcr co l~k r rcd  by or under $,!t::::dcr 

UCII. Ord.  11 lhc Bcngal Viicrancy Ordinancc. 1943, sltall, 011 llle xiid Ordinance Ucl~fal  "' 19-13- ceasii,? 1 0  hc in  r,pc.mrio~~. be dccmcd lo O~\,C ~ C C I I  ~i ladc, donc. rnkcn or Ordill"cc ' I  
or 19.13. 

cninnlc~lccd i11 vscrcise o f  powcrs conlcrrcd by or under this ALI as i l -  
[his A i t  had ct l l~ l i~ lcnccd or) the 30111 d;iy of  July. I')J.?. 

' C l ~ u \ '  (1111) !<as insmrd ti! 5 .  -I ul' rlw U t n g l  L'agra~lcy ( . ~ I I I C I I ~ I I Y I ~ ~ ~  :\cf. 1970 
r\ilc'r! B t n  ,\(I t1 ~i i97r l~ 




