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0 
Bengal Act I11 of 1944' 

THE BENGAL ORPHANAGES AND WIDOWS' HOMES 
ACT, 1944. 

r ~ h e  Ind ian Tndcpcndencc 
(Adnpralion or Bcngn l  and 
Punjnb Acrs) Ordcr, 1948. 

All Acr tu pln\.idc for rlrr hcrrrr- r-urr~r~r>l rrrrrl srtl~cnrisiorr of o,ph{~~l(i,yc~. 
\\gi(lo\i-,~ ' II~JIIC.T (111d )~~nr,t, ir~gi, ~ ) I ~ I Y ~ I I I . V ,  i11 Hc11gl11, 

WIIERE,IS II i s  expcdicnt l o  pruvjdc lor rlic beirer uonlrol and 

supcrilision of orph:ln:igcs, rv~dows' homes and marriagc burcaux, in 

Bengnl; 

I 1  is  I~crchy cnitclrd ns follows:- 

I .  (I) This A c l  may hc cullcd rt lc Bcngal Orpl ia~~ages and [Vidwvs' Shon l i r l t .  
CSI~III nnd Hoares ACI. 1943. 

I 

c(IIIIrIwn<c- 
(2)  11 cx~cnds 10 rhc whole o f  21Wc~ l  ncng:ill. nwn~ i 
(3) t i  shall come inro lorcc ill such iircils on siicli da1r.f 3s rhc ' [S~a~c]  

Go\~ern~r~cnr may, hy nc)lification in lhc Ofioiril I;tt:urr~., dirccr. 

2. I n - l l ~ i s  ACI, uuless rhcrc is any ~11ing rcpugnnnl in 1112 suhjcc~ or hlinititrnc. 

conicxi,- 

( I ) "Culcui~a" mcans the lown o f  Calcutla :is dcfincd in secrion 

3 or thc Calcutta Police Acl, 1 X66. logcihcr wit11 [Ile suburbs 
o f  Calcuha as dclincd by no~ihcat ion under sec~ion I or rhc i 
C a l c u ~ ~ a  Suhurbi~n Police Act, 1866. , - . . 

(2) "mnrrii~gc burcnu" weans an inslirulic)n, by \vtwicilcr Ilame 

i~ lnny bu called, which nego~ia~cs ~ h c  rn~rriages o f  pcrsons 
nnd includes a placc whcrc rcmnlcs o f  any age 31-c kcpt or 

~ntzi ided 1{1 hc kcpl by such i ns~ i [ u~ ion  for thc said pilrposc: 

(3) "nrphan" rnciins a boy or girl under eighlccn yci\rs of 3E2 
who has losi his or her farliel- 01- has hccn :thandoncd by l i i s  
or hcr pilrcnts or guardians; 

'For SI~ICIIK~I uIClhjccrs x ~ d  Rc~so~is.sct,illc C~~lr~irrr~r G(~:crrc. tlalud ~lrc 26111 5cplcmh.r. 
19-10. PI. IVA, p q c  1 7 8 :  rhc Rclw~r oilllc Sclcci Cornmir~ct wa prc~cntcd lu r l ~ l r  Asw~i~bly on 
I11r 3rd blarcli. 1 9 4 :  for 111c Proctedinp of  rhc ASSCIIIIII~. SCP the Procc td in~ .~  oClhc III~CI~II_C 

of rhr Ucngnl Lcpislaiive Assembly hclrl rrn rhr. 3rd Scprc~ukr nnd Ath Ilr.c<rnlwr. 19-10. 
41h April. ant! IOth Augusr. 1941. 3 r d  Scprcmbtr. 1933. ;~nd rhc 3rd hlawh. 1YU: iilr 
the Prucscdings LIC rht Couricil, src lllc. Procccdin~s o r  ~ h t  nlcerinpu 01 t i l t  Uc.11:al 
Lugisla~i\.c Cou~lcil. Iicld on i l ~ c  101h Clar~h. 2 1 \I Apnl 2nd IIIII hhy.  1944. 

'The words wilhin square bmckrh wrrc whrti~ur~d for ~hv nard "8cnyal" by p;m. ( 2 )  of 
r\n. 3 olrhr: Indian Intlc~~ldcncc (IAdal"al~on of  Uc~~pnl and hnj;lb AcI\) Ord~r. 19-19. 

'This word \~~ns s~~bs~ilulr.rl Ct)r rht word "Prnv~ncial" by para. 4 I I of lhc Adaplaliot~ of 
LJ\W Onlcr. 19V. 



(4) "orphanagc" inearls an insii~ulion. by wllatcvcr namc ii may 

bc callcd, ~vliere orphiins are kepi or inicndcd LO hc kepi; 
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(5) "prescribcd" m c a ~ ~ s  prcscribcd by rulcs n~adr: undcr this Acl; 

(6) "wido\v" i~lcludcs a woman abandoned hy hcr tiusbarld; 

(7) "witlows' homc" n~rans  an insri~u~ion. by wllalcvcr nnmc i~ 

may be cnllcd, where widows or fcnialcs of any agc arc kcpi 

or intended 10 bc kcpl. 

AU~IIOI 10 3. N~LI I~ I I~  in tliis ACL shiill apply IU- 
alll'ly 10 
cu~iain (a) a rerurmnlory school, an indusrriill schooI or an auxiliary 
~I~~~IUIIUII\ 

home esiablishcd or certiticd by lhc '[Sialc] Goilcrnmcn~ 

under ~ h c  B c n g ~ l  Cliildrcn ACL, 1923; 

(c )  ally orpllan;lyc or widows' I~olnc cs~:~hlished and tnnin~nincd 
by rhc '(Siaie] Govcrnmcnr. 

(b) any insrilu~ion recopniscd 3s a place orsuiiahtc cusrody ulider 

sub-secrion ( I )  or scc~ion 7,s of 111c Bcn5:il Childre11 Aci, 

1912. or undcl- ally rulc rn;lde urldtr clausu (b) r)T suh- 

sec~ion (2)oTscction 37 of  11iz Bcngi~l Suppreqsion of Im~uo r i ~ l  Ben. Act. V1 
or 1933. 

I'raftic Acr , 1933: or 

Prt~hibiiicjn 4. No pcrsun sh:~ll u1ilI1ou1, or orhcrwise ihan in conrorrni~y w i ~ h  
lo u p n  or 10 

onan 1111: ~ond i~ i ons  of, a I~CCDL'C gra~iled untlcr this Act i n  [lie prescribcd lo rn  

1 

- 

nrph.\nn,;c, a 
rs idutkms ope11 or uilrry on 311 orphanage. a widows' homc or a mnrria;~ bureau: 
homt orn 
Inamxgc Provided ~ l t a i  n pcrson carryin2 on finy such insii lui ion ill r l ~ c  
burtau 
withuul a CoInrncnccnlclil of h i s  ACL  s11:dl 1~ allowcd il ncriod of  six ~ i~on ihs  from 
licclncc. 

st~cll cutnnlcnccnlent 10 obiain such licencc. 

5.  ( I )  Sul~jccr lo  tlie provisions of sub-scciir~n (2) ~ h c  Con~niissioncr 

oTPolicc it1 Calci~itn and clscwhere llic D i s ~ r i c ~  hlagislratz may, on rcccil~l 

or ;in applica~ion i n   tic prcscribcd h r m  coniaining rhu prescrihcd 

par~iculxs. gl;ln[ LO any  pcrson a lictncc i c ~ r  [lie opening and carrying 

on or ih~.  c;~rrying nn o f  nlt orphanage. a widoit->' I ~ r ~ l n c  or  a marriage 

bureau (I~crcinaircr referred 10 :IS  he said ins~iiuiion) (111 such cortdiiions 

as  nay hc prcsul-ibed in [his hchalf. 

' .<dmtn foul-llorc 3 olr IjaFc 57 1 .  , r l l / t b .  



Tlre Rcrrgnl Orpirotrtigcs ntzd IVi'inonns' H O I I I L . ~  Acr, 1946, 

(2) Thc Cornmissioncr o l  Policc or thc District Magisirarc. as rhc 
'- casc may hc. shall rcrusc to ?rant a liccncc undcr sub-scction (1) unlcss 

he is  sarislicd- 

(a) ll ial for [he con[rol and supervision of rlle said insliturio~i a 
society has, su t~ jec r  lo such rules as may be made in lhis 
behalf by rhe ][Slale] Governmen[, been fonned and regisrered 
under ilie Socieiies Regislralioll ACI. 1860, ihe prnvisions of 

which shall, notwithslanding any ih i l ~g  l o  the contrary 
conlaincd in rhal Act, apply lo cvcl-y suc11 i~~st i rut ion as i f  
such insti~uticln is ;I chilrililhlc socicty: 

(b) the[ thc mcmhcrs or thc socicly arc rcspcctablc pcrsons o f  
thc totvn or districi wllcrc rhc said instirution is or i s  to be 
localed; 

(c) ~ha r  tllc said instirution is or is to bc loonrcd i n  a I~calrby 
localiiy and  he accom~tiodalion  herein i s  suft lcien~ for  lie 
purpose ror which il is  to he opcned or i s  I ~ c i r ~ g  ciirricd on. 

6. A licence _rmnied under section 5 may bc suspended 01-catlcelled suspc~~sial 

by the aulhorily wliich :rallied it- 
or 
cmccll~tion 

(it) i thcrc is iIny contravention r,T any 01' rhc pro\~isions of this "f li'"nUC- 

Act or any breach of the conditions sub~ccr to which the 
liccnce was gr;~ntcd. nr  I 

I 

(b) i f  the ias t i lu t in~~ in respect O F  which the licellce was p.arlrcd 
has ccascd t t ~  i-ullil ~ h c  conJiri(lns spccihcd i n  cl:~uscs (A) I U  

(c) or  sub-scciion ( 2 )  of scclion 5 .  

7. 'I'hc Ctln~missinncr nF Pnlice or the Districi M a ~ i s t ~ a i c .  clr any I n s ~ x c l ~ o n o T  : 
l l ~  

Dcputy Commissioncr or Ptllicc auth(lriscrl i n  rvriiiny in this behalf by i,,,,,,,,i,,,, 
thc Co~nmissioncr 01. Policc or any Mcg is i r i ~~c  i~uthorisctl in wriiing in 
tliis bztiall'by the Distriui Mngisrm~c or any pcrsvn no1 i n  Ihe servlce of 
 he !IGovernn~ent] when auttiorised in wr.ir~l?p in  his behalf in Caluurla 
by 'thc C~n~miss inner  or I'cllice nr  elsewhcl-c I,y lIic 13is1ric1 M;~~i>rr;~ic 
m:y cntcr :~nd inspcct :In!. orphana~c, wiclorvs' homc clr rnarri;lyc hurcau 
at any tinlc by dny or niyhr and thc sociciy I~av ins  conrrol 01- huch 
insti~ution and thc pcrsons i n  charec I ~ L ' C C O ~  shill1 no1 rciusc such cniry 
or inspccrion. 

8. Whoeucr acts i n  contravcniion or any of r t ~ c  provisions of [his P~11alLy. 

Act sllnll on conuiction bc punishcd wirh fine which may cxtcnd io lilac 
Iiundrcd rupccs. nnd in thc c;~sc whcrc thc conlravcnric~n i> i t  conlinuing 



Tl~c  Herrgrrl O~p l~rr r r~r~es  orrd ll'idotrs' Huttrcs ACI, 1944. 
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onc wilt1 Iu~~ iher  Cinc which may cs~cnd  to fihy rupccs Torcvcrydny afirr 
rr, thc lirsi cltrril~g \r,liich suctl con~ravcnrion conrinucs subsvrlucn~ lo such 

cnnviciicin. 

t'rowculiun 9. NO prosecution undcr [his ACL sllall be i~isri iu\cd cxccp~ \ v i i l ~  [he 
prcvious snnc~ io~ i  or rlic Comrnissiontr of L'olice ill Cnlcu~ra nnd  he 
District Magistrate clsc\vhcrc. 

Junsd~urion. 10. N o  cour! inrcrit)r lo ihai o f  n Presidency Magislrarc or a Mngisrrare 
(IT 111c l i r s ~  class shall try ;ln offelice punishahlc undcr rhis ACI. 

Po\owr.r r o  11. ( 1 )  Ttic '[Sralz] Govcrnmcnl may subjccl to lhc ct)nrlilicln ul 
makc rulcc. 

p rc~ ious  publication n~akc rulcs Ibr carrying OUI rhc p~~rposcs ill' illis 
AU[. 

(2) l u   articular and wilhoui prejullicc i u  ~ l i c  generalily ol' ihc 
forzgoir~z power, such rules may p r ~ v i d c  Tur ~ l ~ e  following nlallcrs, 
n:~n~cly :-. 

(a) ihc form of  liccncc lo bc gr;inird undcr this Acr: 

(b) ilic L)rm or appl ical io~~ l'ol- I ~ C C I I C C  under sub-secrio~~ ( I )  (11. 
scciion 5 and ~ h c  pnrl iculars LO hc conraincd i n  sucli 
npplicaiioa; 

( c )  illc condilinns subjccl ro \vliicll licellces lnay hc fri~nicd; and 
(d) thc lilrrnariun ol'a society t'nr lhc cr)ntrol :lntl suyer\~ision or 

:in orplianage, a widows' homc or a ~narriagr: I~urcau undcr 
clause (a) nf sub-scc~ion (7) of seciio~l 5. 




