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THE BENGAL ORPHANAGES AND WIDOWS® HOMES
ACT, 1944.

The Indian Independence
(Adaptation ol Beneal and
ADAPTED .. Punjab Acts) Order, 1948,

The Adaplation of laws
Order, 1950.

[29th Jrere, 1944.]

An Act to provide for the better comtrol amd supervision of orphancages,
widows' homes and mavriage bureans, in Bengal,

WiHEREAS 11 is expedicnt 1o provide for the belter conlrol and
supervision of orphanages, widows™ homes and marriage bureaux, in
Bengal,

It is hereby cnacted as lollows:—

1. (1} This Actmay be called the Bengal Orphanages and Widows”
Homes Aq, 1944,

(2} ltcxiends 10 the whole of [West Bengall.

{3} Tushall come into force in such arcas on such dates ax the Y[State]
Government may, by nolification in the Official Guzerne, direct.

2. In-this Act, unless therc is anylhing repugnant in the subject or
contexl,—
{1} “Calcuta”™ means the 1own of Caleunia as defined in section
3 of the Calcutra Police Acl, 1866, logether with the suburbs
of Calcuna as defincd by notification under section [ ol the
Calculla Suburban Police Act, 1866,
(2) “muarriage bureau” means an institulion, by whatever name
il may be called, which negotiates the marriages of persons
and includes a place where females of any age arc kept or
intended o be kept by such institution for the said purpose;
(3) “prphan”™ mcuns a boy or girl under eightcen years of age
who has lost his o her father or has been abandoned by his
or her parents or guardians;

'For Stateiment of Ohjeets and Reasgus, seethe Cafeatia Gazede. dated Use 26ith Sepiember.
1930, P, IVA, page 278: the Report ol the Select Commilice wis presented 1o the Assembly on
the 3ed March, 194492 for the Proceedings af the Assembly, see the Proceedings of the mecting
of the Benaal Legislutive Assembiy held gn rhe 3rd September and 4th December, 1940,
d4ith Apnl. and 20th Avgust, 1941, 23rd Seprember. 1943, and the Ard March, 194 far
the Procecdings of the Council. see Uwe Proceedings of the meetings of the Benaal
Legislative Council, held on the 20th March, 21 Apal and 1200 May, 1994,

“The waords within square brackels were substiiuted for the word “Beneal™ by para. (2) of
Ar 3ol the Indian Independence {Adapiation of Beneal and Punjab Acis) Order. 1948,

'This word was subsiituted lor the word “Provincial” by para, 1011 of the Adaptation of
Luws Onder, 1950,
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(4) “orphanage” means an instilution. by whatever name 11 may

be culled, where orphans are kept or intended 10 be kept;
(5) “preseribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;
{6) “widow" includes a woman abandened by her husband;

(7) “widows™ home™ means an instilulion, by whatever name il
may be called, where widows or females of any age are kepl
or intended 10 be kepl.

Actnollo 3. Nothing in us Acl shall apply 10—
apply Lo

ceriin (a) a reformalory school, an industrial school or an auxiliary
[LEESTTAFMINIT R
haome eslablished or certitied by the '[Siale] Government

under the Bengal Children Act, 1922; Ben Act. I
L af 1922,
(b) any instilution recogniscd as a place of suilable custody under

sub-section (1) of scction 28 of the Bengul Children Act,

1922 or under any rule made under clause (b) ol sub-

section (2) of scetion 27 of the Bengal Suppression of Inimioral 2;!119:1’\;1 vl
Traffic Act, 1933: ar

(c) any orphanage or widows' hone established and mainiined
by the '{Slale] Government.

thibiliﬂf: 4. No person shall without, or otherwise than in conformity with
oypen arlo

varry on an the conditions of, a licence granted under this Act in the prescribed (orm

orphanage, a . . .

widows' cpen or carry on an orphanage, a widows' home or a marriage bureau:

home ora

'bmm“sh' Provided thal a person carrying on any such -institution a1 the

uncau

withouta commencement of this Act shall he allowed a period of six months [rom

licence. . .

such communcement 1o oblain such licence.

Licencew 3. (1) Subjectiethe provisions of sub-section (2) the Commissioner i

openuric R . i A A i
carry vn gn ol Palice in Calcuua and clsewhere the District Magistrate may, on receipl
nrphanane, u

widows' ol an application in Lhe prescribed form contatning the prescribed
home: ora JRT I T s . C . g .

wsrage particulars, grant Lo any person a licence for the opening and carrying
freau. on or the carrying on of an orphanage. a widows” homne or a marriage

bureau (hereinalter referred 1o as the said insulutien) on such condilions
as may be prescribed in this behalf,

'See fool-note 3 on pagie 571 ante.
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(2} The Commissioner of Police or the District Magisirate, as the
case may be, shall refuse 1o grant a licence under sub-section (1) unless
he is satisficd—

{a) that for the control and supervision ol the said inslitution a
society has, subject (o such rules as may be made in this
behalf by the '[Stale] Government, been forined and registered
under the Socielies Registration Act. [860, the provisions of
which shall, notwithstanding anything 1o the contrary
conlained in that Act, apply 1o every such inslitution as if
such institution i$ a charilable sociely: ,

(b) that the members of the socicty arc respeclable persons of
the Lown or district where the said institution is or ts to be
located;

(c) that the said inslitulion is or is Lo be located in a healthy
lecality and the accomumodation therein is sufficiem for the
purpose for which il is to be opened or is heing carried on.

6. A licence granled under section 5 may be bUSande or cancelled

by the authorily which granted iL—
(a) il there is any contravention of any of the provisions of this
Act or any breach of the conditions subject to which the

licence was granted, or

(b) if the instilution in respect of which the Jicence was granted
has ceased w Tulfil the conditions specified in clauses () 1o
(c) ol sub-scetron (2) of section 5.

7. The Commissioner of Police or the District Magistrale. or any
Depuly Commissioner of Police authorised in wriling in this behaif by
the Commissioner ol Police or any Mueistrate awuthonised in wrling in
this behall by the District Magistrale or any person not in the service of
the *|Government] when authorised in writing in this behalf in Calcuua
hy the Commissioner of Police or elsewhere by the District Magistrale
muy enter and inspect any orphanage, widows' home or martiage burcuy
ar any time by day or night and the sovicty having control ol such
institution and the persens in charge theeeol shadl not refuse such eniry
or ingpection.

8. Whoever acls in contravention af any of the provisions of this
Acl shall on conviclion be punished with fine which may exwend Lo five
hundred repees. and in the case where the contravention s a continuing

‘See fool-noie Yan page ST, wite.

"Tinis word was substituted fur the ward “Crown™ by para. (1) al the Adapiation
of Laws Onder, 1950
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The Bengal Orphanages and Widows™ Homes Act, 1994,

[Ben, Act 111 of 1944.]

{Sections 9-11.)

onc with [urther Mine which may extend to fifty rupees lor every day afier
the Nirst during which such contravention continues subscquent lo such
conviclion.

9. No prosccution under this Act shall be institeted except with the
previous sanction of the Commissicner of Police in Caleuty and the
District Magistrate elsewhere.

10. Nocourt inferiorw that of a Presidency Magistrate or p Magistrate
of the lest class shall try an oltence punishable under this Acl,

I1. (1) The [State] Governmenl may subject 1o the condition af
previous publication make rules for carrying out the purposcs ol his
Act,

{2) Tu particular and witheout prejudice o the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide lor the following matters,
namely:—.

(a) the form of licence 1o be granted under this Act;

{b) the form of application for licence under sub-section (1) of
seetion 5 and the particulars o be contained in such
applicalion;

() 1he condilions subject to which licences may be granted; and

(dy the formauon of a society for the control und supervision ol
an arphanage, a widows' home or a marpage burcau under
clause (2) of sub-scction (2) of section 5.

YSee loot-note 3 on pase 37 ante.






