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Bengal Act VI of 1944
THE BENGAL DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1944

AMUENDED .. West Ben. Act XIX of 1949,
The Indian Independence (Adapta-
tion of Benpgul and Punjab Acts)
ADAPTED .. Order, 1948.
The Adaptation of Laws Order,
1950.

[11th January, 1945.)

An Act o provide for the prevention of the spread of cornlagious
diseases amongst animals in Bengal,

WririREas il is expedicnl to provide for the prevention of the spread
of cantagious discascs amongst animals in Bengal;

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Discases of Animals
Act, 1944,

(2} Itextends to the whole of 2[Wesl Bcngzil].

2. In ihis Acl unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or

conmcxl,— . .
(1) "animals" means bulls, bullocks, cows, oxen, heilers,

cifves, buffaloes, sheep, goats, and all other raminating
animals, dogs, swinc and fncludes such other domesticated
animals cxcepling horses, camels, asscs and mules as may
be specified in this behall by the 3[Siac] Government by
nolihcation in the Qfficial Gazelte;

(2) "conagious discase" means rinderpest (thal is to say, the
diseasc commonly known as calde plague), anthrax,
hacmaorhagic seplicacmia, fool-and-mouth disease, rabics
and includes such other discases as may be declared by the
}[Stale] Government by notificaton in the Official Gazette
1o be contagious discases for the purposcs of this Act;

Yor Staiement of Objects and Reasons, see the Calcutta Gazetre, daicd the 2Tth
Junvury, 1944, P TV, page 23; the Repon of the Scleet Commitice was presented 1o the
Council on the 17th Apnl, 1944, for the Mrocecdings of the Council, see II:I: Proceedings,
of meelings of the Bengal Legislative Council, held on the Bth February, 23rd March and
171th, 25th and the 26th April, 1944; for Lthe Proceedings of the Assembly, see the
Iroceedings of the meeting of the Oengal Legislative Assembly, hell vn the 22nd
November, 1994,

*The words within square brackets were substituted for the wond "Beagal” by para. (2)
of An. 3 of the [ndian Tndependence (Adapiation of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948.

¥'his word was substituted for the weord “Provincial™ by pars. 4(1) of the Adapialion
of Lawse Onler, [950.
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The Bengal Diseases of Animals Act, 1944,

{Ben. Act VI

{Seciion 3.)

(3) "infected arca" mcans an arca in respect of which a
notilication under seclion 5 is in Jorce;

(4) "infective" used with reference 1o an animal means allecied
by a contagious disease or having recendy been in conlact
with or proximily to an animal so effecled;

(5) "prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Acl;

{6) "Velcrinary Assistant” means a Velerinary Assistanl of the
[West Benpal] Civil Velerinary Department acling wilhin
the local limits of his jurisdiction and in the absence of the
said Veternary Assistunt from his jurisdiclion, includes
any officer of the said department who in the opinion of Lhe
[Siae] Governmenl possesses suilable qualifications in
velerinary medicine and who s authorised by the ?[Siate]
Governmenl lo ciry on the dutics of Lhe Velerinary
Assistant under this Act in such ubscnce.

3. (1) Every owner or person in charge or having contrel of an
animal, and every velerinary practitioner allending any animal in the
course of his velerinary praclice or otherwise, who has reason o believe
that such animal is infective shall forthwith report and any other person
who has reason o believe that an animal is infeclive may reporl the facl
to the President of the unicn board within the arca of which such animal
15 for Lhe time being kept.

(2) The President of the union board on receiving any report under
sub-scction (1) shall wilhoul delay communicale such rcport to Lhe
Sub-divisional Magistrate who shall, unless for reasons to be recorded
in writing he considers that the report is unfounded in fact, instruct the
Veterinary Assistant 10 proceed to the place where the animal is for the
gmec being kept and cxaming the animal and inquirc inte the
circummstanees of Lthe cuse, and on receiving such instructions the
Velerinary Assistant shall withoul delay comply therewilh.

{3) Whenever a Veterinary Assisiant has reason to belicve that any
animal within his jurisdiction is infective he shall proceed as soon as
possible Lo the place where the animal is and examine it and inquirc inlo
i circumstances of the case, notwithslanding that no report under
sub-section (2) in respect of such animal has been reccived by him,

18ue foal-nale 2 on page 649, anre.
35ee (oot -nate 3 an page 649, ante.
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{Sections 4-0.)

(4) Il alter the examination and inquiry referred to in sub-scclion (2)
or sub-section (3) the Veterinary Assistnt is of Lhe opinion that the
animal is infcctive, he shall repont the matter in the manncr prescribed
10 the '[Swke] Government or 1o such officer of the 2[West Bengal] Civil
Veterinary Department as the '(State] Governmem! may appoint® in Lhis
behall and the Velerinary Assistant shall also ke such [unher action
undler the provisions of this Act as may be necessary or expedient and
aL the same lime shall send a copy of such report to (the Sub-divisional
Mapisurate,

4. Every owner or person in charge or having control of an animal
wha has reason 1o believe that such animal is inlective shall as far as
may be possible in the circumstances sepregate such animal in a place
apart from all other arimals which are not infective and shall ke all
possible sleps 1o prevent any animal which is nol infective Mrom coming
inlo conlact with or approaching near to such animal,

5. (1) The Y%Swume] Government or such officer as it may
*authorise in this behall may by notification published in the manner
prescribed declare any arca in which any contagious discasc has braken
oul, ar any arcit within which in the opinion of the ![Staic] Governmen,
or such officer, there is a danger of the spread of any such discase, to be
an jalected area,

{2) Every nolification under sub-section (1) shall specily the limits
of the arca which is declared o be an infected arca and shall also
specily the contagious discase in respect of which the arca is declared 1o
be an infccied arca.

6. (1) Suve in accordance with the conditions of a licence granted
by Velerinary Assistant—

(a) no persan shall remove any animal, alive or dead, ar any
product of any anima (including its excrela) or any par( of
any animal or any fodder, bedding, himness or other things
nsed in conneciion with an animal, and

(b) no person owning or having charge or control of any animal
shull aliow such animal to proceed,

(rom any place within an infecied arca (o any place outside such area or
[rom any place outside un infecked area to any place within such area.

Y8ee [ol-nule 3 on the poge 649, ante.

2Sec fool-note 2 on the page 649, ante.

3or notification z{:minling the Assisiant Mhrector of Vewnnary Scevices lo be
officers lo whom the Yelerinary Assistants shall report the matter of an animal being
infective, sce notifieation No. (0189 Very., daed [7,10.46, published in the Cafcuita
Gazeite of 1946, Pan 1, page 152

“TFor notificstion authorising certain officers for declaring any area in which 2
contagigus disease has broken out Lo be an infected ares, see natificaiion No. 8305 Vely.,
dated 12.8.53, published in the Calentia Gazetie, of 1953, Man |, pape 2561.
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The Bengal Diseases gf Animals Act, 1944.

(Sections 7, 8.)

(2) Nothing in sub-scclion (1) shall prevent (he carriage by railway
or by any mechamically propelled vessel of a type approved by the
[Stace] Government of any animal or thing referred o in that
sub-scction through an infecled arca:

Provided that if such animal or thing at any stage during its carriage
by railway or such vessel through an infccted area is untoaded therein it
shall not be removed therefrom save in accordance with the provisions
of sub-section (1).

7. (1) In all cases in which prevenlive vaccination or inoculation
is possible and practicoble against Lhe contagious discase in respect of
which an area has been declarcd 1o be an infecied arca, the Velerinary
Assistant shall vaceinale or inoculate, as the case may be, such kinds or
classes of animals in thal arca as may be prescribed in respect of such
discase and the owner or person in charge or having conuol of every
such animal shall render every facilily and assistance (o him in carrying
gul such vaccination or inoculalion,

(2) When a Veterinary Assistant vaccinalcs or inoculales any
animal he may for the purpose of identification also mark such animal
in such manner as may be prescribed. ’

8. (1) Where a Velerinary Assistant, alter duc cxamination of an
animal and such enquiry inlo the circumstances of the case as may be
necessary, is of the opinton that such animal is infective, he may by
order in writing dircet Lhe owner or person in charge or having conuol
of such animal —

(2) to keep in where it is for Lhe time being, or 1o remove it or
allow it o be removed 10 such place of isolation or
segregation as may be specificd in the order,

(b) 1o subject it 1o such (reatment as may be specificd in the
order;

and such owner or person in charge ar having cantrol of such animal
shall comply wilh such order:

Provided that where there is no person in ¢harge or having conlrol
of the animal and the owner is cither unknown and cannotl be
ascertained without unduc dclay, or the erder cannot be communicated
10 him without unduc delay or the owner or persen in charge or having
control of the animal fails 10 comply with Lthe order within such time as
in the opinion of the Velerinary Assistant is reasonable, the Veterinary
Assistant shall seize the animal and remove it 10 a place of isolation or
segrepation and may subject it to such treatment as may be necessary.

15e¢ foot-note 3 an page 649, ante.

[Ben. Act VI
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ol 1944.]

(Sections 9-11.)

(2} If the owner of an animal scized under the proviso 10
sub-section (1) or his authoriscd agent applics in Lhe prescribed manner
for the return of such animal Lo his posscssion, the animal shall be so
returncd il such owner or his authorised agent pays any CXpenscs,
colculated in the prescribed manner, incumred for the wpkeep of the
animal up 1o the date of its release:

Provided that on the release of the animal the owner or his
authorised agent, as the case may be, shall comply with any order which
the Veterinary Assislanl may sce fil 10 issue under sub-seclion (1). |

(3) Il the owncr of an animal scized under the proviso 10 .
sub-section (1) or his authorised agent does nel apply for the release of N
the animal under sub-seclion (2) and the animal is, in the opinion of the
Veterinary Assislant, no longer likely to infect any other animals with
the conlagious disgase in respect of which it was scized, the Veterinary
Assistant shiall send the animal Lo the nearest caltle pound or deal with it
in such manncr as may bc prescribed.

(4) Nolwithstanding anything in sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) if the
Velerinary Assistanl, after duc cxamination of any animal, certifics in
writing Lhat such animal is affected with any ol such contagious
diseascs a5 may be prescribed in this behalf, e may destroy the animal
or deal with it in such other manner as may be preseribed.

9. Subject o such rules as may be prescribed, the Velerinary — Disinfection
Assistant may, by order in writing, requirc the owner, occupier or 2{;’."{]]1‘]'“3"
person in charge of any building, yard, vessel or vehicle in which an  infecied
infective animal has been kept to have such building, yard, vehicle or ™
vessel disinlected, and the inernal [lillings thercol and other things
found therein 1o be disinfccted or destroyed, in such manper and Lo such
exlenl as may be specilicd in the order, and such owner, occupier or
person in charge shall comply with such order,

10. No person shall organise, promote or hold in any infected arca  Prohibition
any animal market, animal Gair, animal exhibition or other concentralion l‘?a"l:';'“;’l‘é‘“m
ol animals whelher for the purpose of sport or trade, withoul the infecied
permission in writing of the ![Suic] Government or such officer as the %

Y State] Government may Zauthorise in the behalf.

11. I the Vererinary Assistant suspects Lhat any animal is infcclive  Power of
he may subject it lo such tests as may be prescribed and the owner or X:;T;‘;;ﬁo .
person In charge or having centrol of such animal shall render every  subjeat P
facility and assistance to him in carrying oul the lesls. L’:‘l;crﬁ:l‘;c '
Lo [esls. H

18ee foot-note 3 on page 649, ante.
2For natification suthorising cenain officers lo exercise specilicd lunctions in the lown

of Calcutla and each sub-division of this Stule, see notification No. 10191 Ve, daled
17.10.486, published in the Calewita Gazeite of 1946, Pan 1, page 1588,
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The Bengal Discases of Aniwals Act, 1944,

Seciions 12-16.)

12, Suhjeel 1o such rules as may be prescribed the Velerinary
Assistanl may make or cause 10 be made a post moricin ¢xamination of
any anintal which at the tme of its death was inlective or suspected w0
have been then infeclive and for this purpose ic may cause Lhe carcass
of uny such animal o be exbumed.

13. (1) Ewvcry animal which a( the time of its death is infective or
suspected 10 be infective shail be buricd ot least six feel below the
surface of the ground or dealt wilh in such other manner al may be
prescribed.

{2) Except in the case of the exhumation of a carcass under section
12, no person shall disiner or otherwise remove the carcass of an
anima! burtcd in compliance with the pravisions of sub-seclion (1).

14, Whocver brings or attempis to bring inlg any markel, [air,
exhibition or other congenlrution of animals, any animal which he
knows ar has reason o belicve (o be infective shall be punished with
fine which may ¢xiend in the case of a [irst conviction to [illy rupces
and in the case of u second or subscquent conviction to onc hundred

TupCes.

15. Whpever sclls or attemplts to scll or w transfer in any manner (o
another person any animal which he knows or has reason to belicve 10
be irfective shall be punished with fine which may exlend ir Lhe case of
a first conviclion Lo onc hundred rupees and in the case of a second or
subscquen? conviction tg {ive hundred rupees.

16. (1) Whoever,—

(1) having reason ta believe that an animal is infeclive fils o
give information as required by sub-section (1) of section 3,
or

(b) fuils 1o segregolc any animal s required by scclion 4, or

{c} contravcues the provisions of scclion 6, or

(d} [lails to render every facility and assistance 1o a Velcrinary
Assisiant as required by section 7, or

(¢) fails o comply wilth the order of a Vclerinary Assistant
made under sub-section {1) of secuon 8, or

(I} [(ails 1o comply with an order made under section 9, or

() organiscs, holds or promoics, uas the case may be, any
animal markel, animal [air, animal cxhibiton or other
congealeation ol animals in contrivention of the provisions
of section L0, or

(k) [ails 1o render every facilily and assistance 0 a Vewerinary
Assistant as required by seetion 11, or

(i} contravencs any of the provisiens of section 13,

shall be punished with fine which may extend to [ilty rupees.

"
s
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The Bengal Diseases of Animals Act, 1944,

(Sections 17-23.)

{2) Il any person having been convicled of an offence punishable
under any of the clauses (a) 10 (i) of sub-seclion (1) is apain guilty of
any olfence punishable under that clause or is guilty of any offence
punishable under any of the remaining said ¢lauses he shall be punished
for every such subscquent offence with fine which may cextend 10 one
hundred rupees,

17. Subject to such rules, as may be prescribed, a Veterinary
Assistant may cnter and inspect any land, building or other place or any
vessel or vehicle for lhe purpose of exercising the powers and
perlonuing the duties conlerred or impased on him by or under this Act.

18, (1} Where by any requisition or order under Lhis Acl or under
any notiftcation or rule issued thercunder, any person is required to like
any ecisures or 10 do anything in respect of any propeny owned or
occupied by him or in his charge, a rcasonable time shall be specified in
such a requisition or order within which such measures shall be taken or
such thing shall be done, as the casc may be.

(2) Il such measures arc nol faken or such things arc notl done
within the time specificd in accordance with the provisions of
sub-section (1), the authority issuing the requisition or order may causc
the measures 10 be taken or the thing o be done and the cost Lthereof
shall be rccoverable from the person who was required Lo take such
measures or to do such thing as il it were an arrear of land revenue.

19, Any Police Olflicer not below the rank of a Sub-Inspecior may
al the request in writing of a Velcrinary Assisiant, arrcst without
warranl, any person who has been concemed in any offence under this
Acl.

20. No Court shall ake copnizance ol any oflence under Lhis Act
excepl upon the complaint or report of a Velerinary Assislant.

21. No Courl inferior 0 that of a Prestdency Magistrale or a
Magisirale of the {first ¢lass shall try an offenee under this Acl.

22, No person shall be cntitled 10 any compensation in respect of
the destruction of any animal or thing or of any other loss, injury,
detriment or inconvenience caused him by reason of anything donc
urxier 1his Acl in good luith.

23.  No suil, prosecution or other legal proccedings shall lic against
any servanl ol the [Governinent] for anything which is in good faith
donc or intended Lo be done uader this Act or any rule made Lhercunder.

“T'his word was substinned for the wond “Crown” by para. 4(1) of the Aduptation of
[aws Onder, 1930,
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656 The Benpal Diseases of Animals Act, 1944. l'\
[Ben, Act VI of 1944.) \
(Section 24.}
Power to B .
make nles. 24, (1) The ![Siate] Govermnment may subject 10 the condition of
previous publicalion make rules? for carrying out the purposes of this

Act.

(2} In particular and without prejudice 1o the generality of the
foregoing power such rulcs may provide for,—
(a) the manner in which a report required in sub-section (4) of
seclion 3 shall be made;
(b) (he manner in which a netification issued under sub-section
(1) of section 5 may be published;
{c) the kinds of classes of animals which shall be vaccinated or
inoculated n respect of each contagious discase referred 1o
in sub-scction (1) of section 7;
(dy the manner in which an animal may be muarked under
sub-seclion {2) of scciion 7;
(c) Lhe manner in which an aplication under sub-seclion (2) of
scclion & shiil be madc;
() the manner in which the expense relereed to in sub-section
(2) of scetion § shall be calculated;
(2) the manner in which an animal may be dealt with under
sub-seclion {3) of scclion §;
(h) the contugious diseases referred 1o in sub-section (4) of
scclion §;
(1) the rules subject o which a Velerinary Assistanl may issue
an order under scction 9;
() the 1est8 1o which an animal may be subjccted under scction
11;
(k) Uic rules subject 1o which o post mortern examination of an
animal may be made under section 12,
(1) the manner in which an animal may be [dealt with] under
sub-scction (1) of scction 13;
{m) e rules subject to which a Veterinary Assistanl may take
action under scction 17.

1S¢¢ Font-noie 3 on page 649, ante.

2or the licnpal Discases of Animals Rules, 1945, made vndcer section 24 of the Acy,
see watification No, 10188 Very,, dated 17.10.46, published in the Calcwita Gatette of
1946, Pan [, pages 1638-1640,

¥l'he words within square hrackels were subsiiuted for the word "buried” by 5. 2 of,
and the first Schedule to, the West Bengal Repealing and Amending Act, 1949 (West Ben,
Act XIX of 1940}






