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THE WEST BENGAL LAND DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING ACT, 1948.' 
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ADAPTED . . The Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

[7rh Ocrohec 1948.1 

An Acr to provide for tfre acqrristt~or~ atld rfe~~elopr~retzr of latfd for 
prrblic prrrposgs. 

WHEREAS i r  is cxpcdicnr 10 provide Cor the acquisition and 
development or land for public purposes; 

It is hcrcby enacled as follows:- 

1. (1)  This Act may bc cnllcd the West Bcngal Land Devclopmcnt Shonrillz. 

and Planning Ac!, 1948. , zxtcnt and 
conmncc-  

(2) It extends to rhc whole of Wesl Bcngal; bul ic  shall no1 apply to mnl- 

rhe Calcutta Mut l ic ipa l i ty  as defincd in clause (h) or sccuon 2 of [he 
Calcu~~a Improvenlent ACL, 1911, or to any arca 10 which thar Act has 
been extended undcr sub-section (3) of seclion 1 thercof before the 
coninlencemcnt of [his Acr. 

2 [ E x p l a ~ ~ a r i o ~ i  I.-For ~ h c  purpose of this Act, the Calcutta 
Iniproverncn~Acr, 191 1,  shall no1 be dcemed to have been cxlended under 
sub-scction (3) of seciion 1 of ~ h a l  Act LO any area iT scction 167 only 01 
thar Act has been extcndcd ro such area.] 

'E.rpT~~tmrio~r 11.-Nolwi~hsranding any amendment made, aficr rhc 
conlniencenlent O F  [his Acl, to clause (b) or scction 2 of the Calcutta 
hnprovement Acl, 19 11, h i s  Ac! shall apply and be deemed always ru 
have applicd lo 1hc area which was comprised within thc municjpali(y 
of Tollygungc immediately before thc issue of  a nolifica~ion under 
seclion 594 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1951. 

(3) 11 shall comc into force on the dalc on \rhich rhc Wcsl Bengal 
Land Dcvclop~nent and Planning Ordinance, 1948, ccascs lo opera!e. 

'This Act cxrendzd !o Chandcrnngorc with cClcc1 from thc appoinlzd day undcr 
scctinn 3 orrhr Chandcniagorc (Assimilarion ofhws)Acr, 1955 (\Vat Bcn.Acr 1V of 1955). 

'For Stalcnlcnt of Objccrs and Rrzons. s e t  tllc Cnlcrrr~ Ci~:erfe, Extmordir~nn; dared 
thu 23rd M ~ c h ,  1948, Pan IV. pagcq 343-346: and for lhc Asscntbly P~~ecdings,  see 
the Pmecdlngn or ihc nlccling of thc \Vest Rcngal Lcgislalive AsscnrbSy hcld an [he 
20th Szple~nbcr, 1946. 

'This Explnrtorinrr which was nddcd with re~rospectivc cCfcct by 5. 2 of thc 
W c s ~  Btnga l  Land Dcvclopnicnr and Planning [An~cndmcn~) Act. 195 1 (Wtzt Ben. 
Act XXIX of 1951), wm rrnurnkrrd xi "E~gl~rr~atio,~ T'  and aftcr that fi]~lnr~ntior~ a$ 
s o  ~ n u r n b c r e d .  "'E~plurrtrriotl IT' was addcd by S. 2 of ~ h c  WCSI Bengal Land Dcvclop- 
mtni a i d  Planning (Amcndmcn1)Acr. 1957 (1Vcsl Bcn.Acl XXIX or 1957). 
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2. In [his Act, unlcss [here is anything repugnant in thc subjecl or 
con tex 1,- 

(a) ~ t c  expressions "land", "Colleclor" and "Conipany" 
rcspcc~ively havc h e  satnc meanings  as in [he Land 
Acquisilion Acl, 1894; 1 01 1891. 

(b) "developmcn~ scherne" mcans a schcmc for [he dcvelopmenl 
of land rur any public purposc: 

(c) "no~ i f i ed  arca" means an area dcclnred undcr sub- 
sccrion ( I  ) or sec~ion 4 LO be a no~ificd area; 

(d) "public purposc" includes- 
(i) [he seltlcmcnr of  immigrants who have migra~cd 

inlo the l [ S ~ a ~ c ]  of West Bengal on accounl of 
circuins~ances beyond their conrrol, 

(ii) the cs lnbl is l~men~ of towns, model villagcs and 
agricullural ctllonies, 

(iii) thc crealion of better living conditions in urban and 
rural arcas, and 

(iv) [he improvcmen~ and dcvclopmenl of agriculturc, 
f o r e s ~ ,  fisheries and induslrics; 

'[bur docs not includc a purpose af lhc Union;] 

(e) "rules" Incans rules made under this Ac t  

3. Thc ?[Stare] Gover~imtnl may *appoinr, in accordance with thc 
rulcs, an  aurhorilg (herejnal~er referrcd to as [he prescribed aulhoriry) 
lor carrying out rhc purposes 01 [his Act. 

4. ( 1 )  Thc ?[Srare] Govcrnnlenl mny, by norificalion in thc Oflcial 
Garerre, declare any ,uca specified in [he norificarion 10 he a nouficd 
area iCil is salisficd [ha1 any land in such area is nccded or is likely to 
he needcd Tor any public purpose and ~ h c  Collector shall causc public 
noricc of thc subsrancc of such notilica~ion ro be given at convenient 
places in the locality in such manner as hc may think fi t .  

(2) Thercupc~n it shall be lawrul for any pcrson either generally or 
specially aulhoriscd by such Governmen1 in 1I1is behdr~md For his scwants 
and workmen,- 

lo cnler upon and survcy and rakc levels or any land in such  
arca; 

'Thc word "State" was subsiitu~cd lor thc word "Prorincc" by para. 4(1) of 
1hr:Ad~ptarion clfLaws Older. 195U. 

:That words within squan: bnckcu were added by  s. 2 of thc West Rengd Land 
Dc\clopr~icnl md Pl.ulning(Amcndti~cnr) Aci. 1Y55 (Wcsr Ben. ACI XXllloT 1955). 

'The \\ard "Statti" within squaw bnclicis w a  substirurcd ror the word "Provincial" 
by pan .  -I( I )  uCthe Adaplatioo of k w s  Ordcr. 1950. 

'For notificst~crn relating lo the appointment of rhc authority cnllcd the Land 
Planning Colnmitrce lor wrrying oul (he purpors 01th~ Act, see nolification No, 2568L. 
Kcf- dalrd 3.3.5 1, published in  ~ h r  Ctllcttr:~ C;uzerr~.  or 195 I, Part I. pagc 594. 
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to dig or bore into the subsoil; 
to do all orher acls necessary to ascenain whether the land is suitable 

Tor such purpose; 
to set our the boundaries of the land proposed to be taken and the 

inlended l inc of ~ h c  work (if any) proposcd to bc made rhcrcon; 

to mark such levcls, boundaries and linc by placing marks and cutring 
trcnchcs; and 

whcrc ohcrwisc Ihc survcy canno1 bc comp!z~rd and h e  levels taken 
and thc boundariw and line marked, to cut down and clear away any 
pan of any srandjng crop, fence or jungle: 

Provjdcd that thc pcrson so auhoriscd shall, ar thc timc of such cnuy, 
pay or render paylnent for all neccssxy damage to be done as aforesaid, 
and, in  case of dispute as 10 the sufficiency of the amount so paid or 
rendered, he shall a1 once refer the dispule to the decision of the Collector 
'* * *, and such decision shall be final. 

?JA. (1) Any person inrerested in any land within a notified area H m i o ~ o f  

may, within thirty days From h e  date of issue of the norificalion specifying Ob~cCtiD"S 

[he area to be a no~ified area, objec~ lo the acquisition of  the land in 
which he ir in~erested. 

(2) Evcry objection under sub-section (1) shaIl be madc to thc 
Collcc~or in writing and rhc Collcctor shall givc ~ h c  objcclor an 
opporlunity of being heard and shall, after hearjng all objecuons and 
making such funher inquiry, if any, as he thinks necessary, submit the 
case to the S~are Government together with [he record of the proceedings 
hcld by him and a repor1 containing his recommendations on rhe 
objecuons. 

5. ( I )  The '[Slate] Govcrnmcnt may di rcc~ thc prcscri bcd aulhority, P r e m i o n  
or, iIir so thinnki fit in any case, vurharise any Company or local aurhori ty, zddioning 
lo prepare, in accordance with thc rulcs, a dcvclopmcnl schcmc in rcspccl O ~ ~ C V C I O ~  

of any nnlified area and thereupon such scheme shall be prepared twnlschC'llC~ 

accordingly and submitted, together with such parliculars as may be 
prescribed by [he rules, l o ~ h c  '[Slate] Govcrnmcnr for ik sanclion: 

'[Provided [hat no scheme shall b e  necessary for acquisition of 
land for the public purpose specified in sub-clause (i) of Clause (d) of 
section 2.1 

'Thc words "or olher c h i d  revcnuc ofGccr of  rhc disrric~" wcrc omincd by s. 3 01 
the \Vrs1 Bcngal Land Dcvclopmcn~ and Plmning (Arncndmcn!) Acr, 1955 ( W s l  Ben. 
AcI XXII I  01 1955). 

:Scclion 4A was insened by s. 4, ibid. 
'Src fool-norc 3 on pagc72, urrte, 
'This proviso w a  added by s. 5(a) of thc Wcs~ Bcngal Land Dcvclopmcnl and 

Pluming (Amcndrncnl) ACI. 1955 OVesc Bcn. Act XXIII 01 1955). 
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(2) A developnlent scheme submitted ro rhc [Sralc] Governmcn~ 
under sub-sectinn ( 1 )  ?[may nlicr taking into considcralion any report 
submitted undcr sub-section (2) of seclion 4A, be sanctioncd] by it 
cithcr wirhoul any modification or subject to such modillcarions as ir 
may deem fil. 

"3) Notwithstanding any rhing contained in thc foregoing sub- 
sections or any rulcs madc undcr [his Acl or in any judgmen~, decree 
or ordcr of any court, any developmenl scheme prepared, approved or 
sancuoned by [he Srare Government bcrorc thc commcnccmcnt of the 
West Bengal Land develop men^ and Planning (Amendment) Acl, 1957 \ksrBcn. 

AFL XXIX 
shall be dccmcd 10 bc and ro havc always been a scheme duly sancrioned ,[ ,957. 
undcr sub-scclion (2). 

k c ~ m r i o n  6. (I) When a development schcmc is snncrioncd under sub- 
ol;~ctluibi- 
rionoflmd scction (2) of seclion 5 and [he '[Stale] Government is satisfied rhar 
ncrdcd roc any land i n   he notified area For whichsuch schcmc has bccn sanctioncd 
dcvclOpn~nt is needed lor [hc purposc or cxccuting such schcmc, a dcclaration ro the 
s c k r ~ e .  

crfcct that such land is nccdcd for a public purpose shall, unless already 
madc in pursuancc of scction 7, bc madc by thc I[Slale] Government. 

4 ( l n )  Whcn thc Slate Government is satisfied, a f ~ e r  taking inlo 
consideration any report submi tled under sub-scc~ion (2) of secrion 4A, 
that any land in ~ h c  norilicd arca is nccdcd for thc public purpose 
spccilied in sub-clausc (i) of clause (d) of section 2, a declaration to the 
effect t h a ~  such land is needed For [he said purpose shall 5* * * * bc 
made by the Slate Governmenl. 

(2) 'The declaration shall be published in the OJiciol Gazene, and 
shall state the disrrict or olher rerritorial division in which  he land is 
siruaie, rhc purpose for which ir is necdcd, its approximarc arca, and, 
where a plan shall llnve been made of [he land, the place where such 
plan may be inspected. 

"(3) When the Stale Government makes a declaration under sub- 
section ( 1 )  or sub-section ( I  a), it may, il it thinks fir, inscrt in ~ h c  
dcclaration a swtc~ncnt Lhat thc rnincs ol coal, iron-slonc, slate or other 

'See fool-nolc 3 on pagc 72, nrrfc. 
'Thcsc words wilhin aquare b r ~ c k e ~ s  wcrcsubsiiruicd for thewords "may bc smclioncd" 

by s. 5(b) oftl ic Wcst Bcngal Land kvc lop~ncn l  and Planning (A~ncndlticnl) Acr, 1955 
(!Vest Hen. Acl XXlIl of 1955). 

'Sub-scclion (9 )  rvns added by s. 3 o f  rhc IVesr Elengal Land Dcvctopmenr and 
Planning (An~cndnlcnr) Aci. 1957 (\Vcs'cst Bcn. Act XXIX of 1957). 

'Sub-scc~ion ( l a )  was inscncd by s. 6(a) or rhc \Vcsr Bcngd Land Dcvclopmcn~ 
and Plnnning(Amendmn~)Ac~, 1955 (West Bm. Acl XXlII or 1955). 

'Thc words ", unlcss atrcady mndc in pursunncc ur secrion 7." were ornilled by s. 3 
or lhc W ~ S I  Hengnl L ~ n d  L)cvclopmcnt and Plmning (Arncndnicnr) Act, 1957 (IVcst Bcn. 
Act XYIX of 19.57). 

Sub-scc~ ion  (3) was added by s.  6(b) or ihe We51 Bengal Land Dcveloprncnl 
and Planning ( A ~ l - c n d ~ ~ ~ n l ) A c l ,  195.5 (\Vcsl Rcn. Acl XXIII or 19.55)- 
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~ninenls lying under the land or any particular porljon of [he land are 
rial nccdcd ror the purpose for which the land 1s being acquired. 

7. In cascs of urgency, if in respecr or any noIjficd area the ' [Stare] Swcid 
pmvision in Governmcnt is satisfied [hat tlte preparation or n dcvclopment scheme i s  ,,,,or 

l i kc l y  to bc delayed, the l[Srale] Govcrnmcnl may, at any rime, milkc a urgency. 

declaration under section 6, in rcspccl of such notified arcu or any par1 
thereof though no dcvclopmcn[ scheme has cithcr bccn prepared or 
sanc~ioncd undcr scctjon 5. 

8. '[(I)] '[Af~cr making a declararion undcr src~ion 61 the '[Sratc] Applicmion 

Covcrnmcnl may acquirc [hc land and ~hcrcupon ihe provisions of thc $ ~ ~ ~ $ c c l  
Land Acquisition ACI, 1894 (hcrcinartcr in this secrion referrcd lo as the tospccid 

said Act), shall, so Far as may h. apply: pmvision 
for compcn- 

Provided that- sarinn. 

(a) i T  in any casc thc ' [Slale] Guvcrnmcnt so directs,  he 
Collector may, at any time ancr n dcclm[ion is made under 
scclion 6, rake possession, in accordance w i ~ h  the rules, of 
any beel, baoc ~,mk or olher walery arca, or "[any rvasLe or 
arable land] in respect oC which the declaralion is madc 
and  thereupon such land shall  vest absoluicly in thc 
5[Covcmmcnt] rree from all encumbrances; 

(b) in determining the amounl oC compensation lo be awardcd 
for land acquired in pursunncc 01 rhis Act the markct valuc 
referred to in clauscfirst or sub-secrion ( 1 )  of scction 23 or 
the said Act shall be deemcd 10 bc rhe market value of the 
land on the datc of publicntior! of  rhe notifioauon undcr 
sub-seciion ( 1 )  of section 4 lor lhu notified area in which 
the land is included subjccr lo the following condition, hat 
is to say,- 

i f  such market value7[in relarion lo land acquired for the public purposc 
specified in sub-clause (i) of cIause (d) o f  scction 21 cxceeds by any 

'See foot-now 3 on p q c  72. trrrre. 

:Sccrion 8 ot ~ht: Acr wss renumbrnxl as sub.scclion(1) of that section by ~ c r i o n  7 oirhc 
\V&l Bcngd land Dctrloprncni and PIanning(hendmen1)AcL I955 (JVcst Bcn. Act XX l I l  
of 1955). 

'Thcsc tvnrdr w h i n  squm bnckcts were subsururtd lorrhc words beginning a i ~ h  "A 
dcclmtion" m d  cnding with "such dccl.mlion" by s. 71 1 )(a), ibid. 

'These words H-irhin square brackels wcrc substirutcd for the words "any othcr 
%vasl~: of ardblr: land" by s. 7(1)(b) of ihe Wcst Bengd Lmd kvelopmcnl and Plwninp 
(A~t~cndmcnt)Act, 1955 (WcstBcn. Act XXIll of 1955). 

'Thc word within squarr. bmkels "Govcmment"rvi substilured lor thr word "Crown" 
by pan. Jl l )  of the Adapiaiion olLaws Ordcr, 1950. 

T h r :  E~pln~~nriorr  to clause (a) of ihe pmviso ro sub-scciion (1) of secrion 8 tvas omifad 
by s. 7(1)(c) olthc Wcst Bcngal Land Dcvclopmen~ .and Planning (Amend~ncnk) Ac:, 1955 
(iVcsl Ren. Acr XXll l  o f  1955). 

T ~ C S C  words wilhin squm hnclicr~~vcrc inscncd and shall be decmtd al way:: l o  haw 
inserled by s. 7(1){d), ibid. 
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amounl thc market value of the land on the 31st day of December, 1946, 
on the assumplion thal !hc land had been a[ rhal dale in [he srale in 
which il in facl was on the date of puhlicalion or thc said n~lificntion, 
thc amounl of such cxcess shall no1 be taken into consideration. 

'(2) When [he anlounl of compcnsalion has bccn dc~ermincd under 
sub-sec~ion (I),  he Collcc~or shnlI makc an award in accordance with 
rhc principles set O U I  in section 11 of the said Acr, ?[and thc amounl 
referred to in sub-scc~ion (2) of seclion 23 of [he said ACL shalt also be 
includcd in thc award]. 

!9. ( 1 )  Whcre the Srate Goverment decides to lease or sell any land 
acquired in pursuance of this Act, the person or persons from whom [he 
land was so acquired shall, i n  such manncr as the Srare Governmen1 
may direct, bc orfercd a prior right to rake on lease or lo purchase the 
land on such lerms and conditions as may he detcrrnincd by thc Slalc 
Governrncn~. 

(2) If, in any case, rwo or more pcrs3ns claim to cxcrcisc n righr 
orfcrcd undcr sub-sccrion (1). [he righl shall be exercisable by such of 
[he clainlants as the Stale Government may dc~erminc aficr such cnquiry 
as i~ lhinks lil. 

10. (1) The4[Slale] Government may direct [he prescribed aurhori~y 
to exccule any dcvelopmcnt schcmc sanc~ioncd undcr sub-sccrion (2) of 
scction 5 or causc i~ lo be cxecured in accordance with the rules and 
upon the exccution of h e  scheme as so drecled  he lands comprised 
therein shall he disposed of by  he Collector in such rnanncr as may bc 
dircctcd by ~ h c  '[Starc] Governrnenl. 

(2) l i  the '[Stare] Government so rfiinks fir, i t  may also empower a 
Company or o local authority lo cxccutc, a1 its own cost, any such 
development scheme and ro dispose of [he lands comprised thcrcin on 
such tcrms and condirions including condirions rclaung to [he manner 
of  disposal of land as may be settled by rhe '[S~are] Governmenr and 
cmbvdicd in an agreemenr lo bc cnkcrcd inlo by thc4[Statc] Govcrnment 
and rhc Company or local aulhoriiy, a lhc casc may be. 

11. IT, ar any lime, thc 4[S~aie] Governmen[ is sausfied [hat any of 
the terms or cond i~ons  conrained in an agreement referred to in sub- 
section (2) uF scction 10 is no1 bcing cornplicd wilh, it may, by order 

dccc!opnmt 
~ h z ~ w  or to 'Sub-section (2) was addcd by s. 7(2) of the Wesl Bengd Land Dcvelopmenr and 
diSWY Pimning (Amrndmnr) Acr 1955 (ivesr Ben. Acl XXIIIof 1955). 
IA 'Thcsc words wirhin s q u m  bnclicis wcrc subs~i~u~cd for h c  words "but no amounr 

rclcmd lo in sub-scc~ion (2) of scction 73 or the said Act shall bc includcd in thc award" 
hy s. 3 O T  the West Bcngd Land Devclopm~nr and Planning (Arncndmenr) Acl, 1978 
(Wcsl Bcn. Act LKV tl of  1978). 

'This section 9 WJS subzliuled lor thc original section 9 by s. 8 01 h e  IVea Bengal 
L m d  kvclopn~cnt and Plmning (Arncndmcnt) ACI, 1955 ( W c s ~  Bcn Acr XXllI or  1955). 

'Set  fool-norc 3 on pagc 72, atlie. 
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: served in accordancc wirh the rulcs on [he Company or local autlloriry, 
as rhe case may bc, wirhdraw the power conferred on i t  to execute any 
dcvclopmcn~ schcmc or 10 disposc uT thc lands comprised therein or 
boll] and may rhereaftcr makc such arrangcmcnt in 1hn1 bchnlr as i t  may 
deem fir and proper. 

12. No suit, proseculion, or other legal proceeding sliall lie againsr Prulcc~ionoT 

any person for anything which is in good Fairh d ~ n c  or inrcnded to be $::,!! 
donc in pursuancc of this Act or any rule or vrdcr madc rhcrcundcr. ACI. 

13. The ' [ S  rate] Governmen1 may, by notification i n  the OIJiciul hlegalion 

Gozerre, direct that any or all of [he powers conferred upon it by this Acl OrpWC", 

shall bc cxercisable also by such authoriry subjjecl to such conditions, if 
any, as may bc spcciiicd in thc notilicariofl. 

14. ( 1 )  Thc '[Srare] Governmenr may inake !rules for carrying oul Puwcrro 

the purposes of this Act. m&c rules. 

(2) I n  parlicular and wiihour prejudice to the gcncrality or thc 
iorcgoing powcr, such rules niay provide for all or any of the following 
mnhcrs. namely:- 

(a) rhc designation, consrilution and manner of appointmenr of 
[he prescribed authority; 

(h) the preparation o~dcvclopmznr schcmcs, nnd thc parriculslrs 
to be suhniilred wiili development scliztncs referred l o  in 
sub-suction (1)  uf scctian 5; 

(c) ~ h c  manner of  taking possession of land refcrrzd ro in 
ulausc (a) or  ~ h c  proviso to section 8; 

(d) the C ~ C C U ~ ~ D I I  of development schemes relerred to in 
section 10: 

(e) rhe inanncr or servicc of orders referred lo in sec~ion I 1 .  

IS. Any appoin~rnent or rules made or any norilicarion issucd or Co~i~inumcc 

anything donc or any action taken or any proceeding comrncnccd in ~ ~ ~ ~ , " , " d , ,  
JVcslBcn. exercise of any porvcr conrcrrcd by or under the West Bengal Land iVe~t.slBenpill 
Or*.'' 19-18. or Development and Planning Ordinance, 1948, shall, on the said Ordinance ~ ~ ~ 5 J " ~ ~  

ccasing to operate, he deemcd lo havc bccn mndc, issucd, done, taken or 
commenccd in cxcrcise of powers conferred by or undcr this Act as i i  
this Act had commenced on the 27th day of April, 1948. 

'See ioor-now I on page 77. u111e. 
'Thr: \Vesr 8engd Land Dcvclop!ncnt and Planning Rules. 1948. mndc undtr s. 14 

read will1 s .  IS. ivz< publishcd undcr no!ificalion No. 9 177L, RcT., dated 17.1 1.48, in  
the Cirlcrrrrfl C;a:tf/t or 1948. P a l  1. pages 1595-1598. ns subscqucn~ly amcndcd from 
ri . . - .  a n  r. . . .  . 




