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0 
West Bengal Act XXX of 194SL 

THE CALCUTTA SHERIFF'S ACT, 1948. 

.. I \ h l ~ ~ b ~ l >  
W c s l  Ben. Acr XXIlI of  1950. 
Wesr Bcn. Acr VIII o f  1959. 

ADNTED . . Tbe A d a p ~ n l i o n  of Laws Order, 1950. 

W H E R E , ~  i t  is cxpcdient 10 provide for ccrlain makers re la t ing  to thc 
ofice of thc Sheriff of Calcuria: 

IL is hereby cnactcd as follows:- 

1. ( I )  This Ac! inny hc called the C a l c u ~ ~ a  Sllrrirf's Act, 1948. Shonritlc 
md 

(3) 11 shnIl come into roruc on such datcz as rbt: '[S!a~c] Govcrnmenr c'ollurmw- 
flRnl. 

may. by notification in the Oficial Gnzrrre, qpoinr.  
I 

2. I n  this Acr,  unless ~hcrc i s  a n y i h j n g  repugnanl in [lie subjccr hhnjtion. 
I 

clr contcxl, "prescribcd" means prcscribed by rules madc under this 
Act. 

I 

3. ( 1) The Shcriff of Calcuiia (herejnartcr referred 10 ns the ShcriiT) Appoinrn~rlr 

shall be sppoinred annually by r l lc Governor liom n panel orrhree persons ~ ~ ~ ~ m n r  
ro be nominnrcd on rhc occasion of tach vacancy by the High Coun in Cdcurta. 

Cntcu~ta. 

(2) Thc SlizrilT shall hold orfice d u r i n g  thc pleasure or the Govcmor 
and sha l l  bc cnlitled ro such '[remuneration] as h e  Govcrnor may . . . . 

determine and no olhcr ' [rernuncrationj. 

4. Thc Depu~y Sheriff or Csllcurra '[hcrcinafier rclcrred to as [he Appoin~(lk.nl 

Depu~y Sherilfl shall bc appointed in such manncr and shall be eniitlcd 
. . 

DCPUIY 
ICI such '[rcmuneralion] as rnay be prescribed. shtrifrof 

Calculta. 

'For Slare~~lcnt uf Objcct~ and Rcasons, see rhc C'~11~,1irrrl Gfl:r~tr. f i ~ r n o r d i r ~ l ~ r ~ ,  
darcd thb ? O h  August. 1948. Part IV. pngc 6H7; fur prncccdings of rhc \Vc5i Bcngal 
Lcgislntirbc Assumbly. scc [he procccdlngs of thc ~nccring of rhc \Vest Bcngal Lcgish- 
rive Ascz~nbly hcltl nn rhc 8th Szprrmbcr, 1915. 

!fhisAcl was brought into force un thc2Orh IWcrnbcr, 193K, ridcnaification No. 5968, 
dalcd Ihz 14111 Dr lcr rnkr .  1948, published at pagc.1652 uf Pm 1 or the Cnkttfrrr Crrierrc 
orthc 161h k c c n ~ b c r .  1948. 

'This word wiihin the squnrc hnckrzs was subslilulcd for the word "Pror.incinl" 
by pan .  J(l)  uf lhc Adaprotion ofLaws Ordcr. 1950. 

4This tvord rvirl~in ~ h s  squarc hraclcrs w a ~  subslitutcd wilh n~rospcctivc sffcct by 
ss. 1 and 3 o f  rhc C3lcurw ShzriCi's (A~l~cndrnmt) ACI. 1950 (!Vest Bcn. A.;t XXI l  I 19.50) 
fur thc\vod "nllowmcci". 

Thrsc  words within rht square brackcfs wcrr inscncd by s. 2 of ttic C J ~ C U ~ I ~  
SllcflCf's (Amcndlncnl) Act, 1959 ( ~ W C S I  Ren.Acr \'Ill or 1959). 



[lf'cst Dcn. Act 

~ I C  D C ~ U I ~  
Sll~iiITt0 
~ r l o n 1 1  
func~iuns  uf 
the ShvriIT 
tluring 
c;bu;~I 
vncmcy ill 
rllc onicr. 

P o w r  ollhc 
High Coun 
loconlrul 
ccmtn 
runcrionsol 
thr. Shc.riCI 
and othcr 
C I ~ \ ~ ) I O ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

Posts or 
oificcrs and 
scrvuirs o l  
~h sl~~rifr 
r u k c i v i l  
pusls uridcr 
rllc Govvni- 
nxnr. 

'4A. In rhc cvcn~  O F  thc occurrence of any vacancy in  t l ~ c  oCficr of 
rhc ShcriK by rcnson nf his clea~li, rcsi,gn;lrinr~ or removal, or oltlcrwisc, 
lhe Dcpuiy Sheriff sl~all pcrlorm thc funsrions or thc Shcrifl'ur~til n ncw 
Sl~crilf. nppoinrcd in accordance will1 lhe provisions or this ACI, enlers 
upon tiis ollicc and stinll, during such period, have [he same privileges 
and bc subjzct ro thc snmc linbililis ns thc Shcriil'3nd be entilled t n  such 
remuncralion as rhc Govcrn~r  may Jctcrminc. 

5. Subjccr io rhc provisions or this Acl. ~ h c  Shcrirr and thc Dcputy 
Sheriff and iheir subordi~iares sball cnrry O U I  111c ordcrs of Ihc High C o u r ~  
in Calcul~a in  the lnanner de~crmjncd by thc said Court. 

?6. Nolwiths~anding anylliing con~aincd i n  rhc Charlcr cslablishing 
the Suprcnic Court of  Judica~ure at Fori WlI ia~n i n  Bcngal, daicd thc 
[wcnly-sixth day of  March. 1774, or in  any olher law, Ithe posrs of all 
such ol'licers and scrvanls (othcr rhan cmployccs who are paid by the 
day) as nlny be employed for r l~r  proper pcrformancc of thc durics oirhc 
Shcrilr shall, nn thc cornn~cticernen[ of [his A.ctt be civil posls under 
![the Govcmmcni]. 

7. Thc Sherirf and the 13epuly Sheriff and [heir subordinates shall 
bc cxcrnpt (rum liability i n  respcct of all their acls or defaults done or 
cammil~cd while cxercisiiig or puporling ro esercisc [heir funclions under 
(his Act ur rnr which they ~vould have becn liable b u ~  for Illis Acl. 

8. 1 )  The Consolidated Fund of tile S l a ~ c  shall bc liablc lo makc 
good all sums rcquirccl la discharge any liability from which the Sheriff, 
the D e p u ~ y  Shcrilfor hc i r  subordinitlcs MC cxcmprcd under [he provisions 
or sec~ion 7. 

(7) N~lI i i~ ig  in sub-scc~ion (11  sl~all br dzrrncd to rcndcr liablc thc 
'[Consolidi~~cd Fund nf lhe Slale] or any Stizriff. or Depuly Sheriff or 
any or tl;cir suhordina~cs uppoinled after the colnlnencernenl of this Act 
for anything donc by, or under the nulhorjty of. any Sheriff or Depuly 
Sberjl'T bcrorc ~ h c  comnicnccment of [his ACI. 

!Svcrion 4A *v.u insrntd by s. 3 of thc Calcutta ShcriTT's (Ar~~cndri~cnt) Act, 1959 
(Wcsl Urn. Ar l  Vlll 01 1959). 

'For norificalion rclnting 4 0  ~ I I C  taking orvcr ol  thc adr~iinistntion or thc uCficc of  
~hc Slicrifi 01 Caculta hy [he Go~.emrntnr ol Ii'cst Bcngd, w e  notificarion No. 59691.. 
darcd 1-1.12.11(, published in thc Cdlc!rtfu Guie;/e or 194A. Psi I. page 1652. 

'Thcsc words wifhin thc square bnckrrs were substituted lor thc words "thc Crown in 
India" by pan. 3 or. .and thcElcvcnih Sckdulc  to, rhc hdaprarion oTLaws Ordcr, 1950. 

'This sub-section was subs~ilutcd Ior  rhc original sub-scction yvith rctrospccrivc 
crrtct by 5 .  4 or thc Calcutia ShcriCT's (Aliicndmcnr) Avr. 1950 (\'rlesr Ben. Act XXllI 
of 1950). 

'Subs~i~utcd Tor thc words wirhin rhz s q u ; ~  bnckels " ~ v c n u c  of thc Stnlc-' by s. 4olthc 
Calcurln Sheriff's (Amcndmcnt) Act. 19.59 (ii'csi Bcn. Acl VIll ur 1959). 
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(3) Nothing in  sub-section (1) sllnll prcvcnl thc LISrilr~] Govcrnnlcnr 
' 

from recovering any suin paid hy il urtder thnl sub-scc~ion from ~ h c  
Shcril'T, thc Dcpury Shcrirror any of  lheir subordinates liable personally 
lo pay such sum. 

(4) Surns pay:thlc by ~ h c  '[S~ale] Govcrnnien~ under sub-section ( 1 )  
arc hcrcby dcc1;lrccl to bc charged on thc '[Consolidated Fund of [he 
S~a le ] .  

' 9  Thr: Shcrifr shall disposc nf, in such manncr and a1 such times r j ~ ~ p ~ ) < h l  

n i  inry bc prescribed. rile balance standing on [he d i ~ t c  o l  !he $:z;gLc 
commencement of  this Act lo  he crzdil of [hc account known as ~ h c  andclrnrgrs 

'Shcriri'l*~ Accnun~ Nun~her [ I '  and all fees, poundages, cl~argzs and o~hzr  F;FK, 
mnnics ~ix l i scd  by him or by any  of his uflicers and servnnls, nl~er  the 
said dale. 

'9A. The Shcrirr shall not incur any cxpcnditurc on account of [he 
wagcs oIrempurnry guards. ndvenise~nen~cl~arges, subsisirncr: nllowancc 
or on any orhcr aocuunr unlcw the parties have dcposi~rd the necessary 
amounrs in advance. 

10. The Trus~ees of the fund kncrw-~ as "thc Shcriii's Pcnsion Fund" 
(hcrcinalrcr rcferrcd to as the Fund), ~nainrainzd lor thr provision or  
pcnsions k ~ r  thc officers and servants eti~ploped by 1111: Sl~rriTf '* * *, 
shall rransi'cr and pay l r )  such ;lutliori~p, in  such manner and at such 
rirncs as may be prescribed, the balancc standing ro ~ h c  crcdit or rhc 
~,,,,d 6" e e and such hnlancr: shall be carried lo lhe accoutll and credit 
of [he 'IConsolidated Fund of thc Slalc). 

nit Shcrilf 
nor lo incur 
anycxpmdi- 
lure unltss 
pmics haw 
dcposilcd 
illllOUI1IS. 

Tilc s hcri TT's 
Pcnsion 
Fend. 

11. ( 1 )  All orIiccrs nnd scrvanrs previously cmployed by the Sheriff Pcns~ons 

whu, rl~c dale of  lhr comrncnccmcnr of this Act, arc in receipt o l  
pcnsiuns c~rentitIcd lo graruirics in nccordanoc with rhc rules or the Fund, 
shall bc paid such pensions or graruirics o u ~  or thc "Consdidilrcd Fund 
or I ~ I C  s ~ ~ ~ j .  

(1) All officers aud scrvnnw orlhc Shcrirf. who ;KC in his cmploymenr 
a1 ~ h c  d ~ t c  of lhc cnmnienccment of tlis Act, shall, in rcspccr of such 

'St*tb Cool-IIOIC 3 OR page 9 I .  dltdrr. 

:Subqlitu~ctl Tor ~ l l c  words "rcvcliucs o r  thc ~ r a l c "  by s. -I o r  the Calcurr;~ 
ShtnCfbs (Arntnd~nrnt)As~. 1959 (IVchl Ben. Acr VIII uT 1959). 

'Scc~~nn 9 w:b s~~bstinltcd with rc~rospcciivc clrcc! by s. 5 01 rhc Calcuria ShenlI's 
(Amcndlncnt) A c t .  1959 (l\'c\~lst Bcn ACI V l l I  or 195'1). 

'Secriun 9A was inscncd by s. 6 ,  i l~ id .  
'Tlic words "priur 10 rhc commcnccrlicnt or this Acr" wcrc rrmlllcd hy 5 .  h or rhc 

Calculrn Shrilfs (~\lncnd~rrnl) ACI. 1950 (\{'CSI Llcn. Act XXlll of  lY5U). 
"The wurd~ "a1 rhc dalcoftk col~lriiuncv~ncniurthr\ All" wcrc vmillcd. r111d- 
'Substifu~cd Tor thc wurds "revenl~cs of rhc Sla~c" by s.  4 or t l ~ c  Cnlculra ShcriTT's 

(A~ncnd~ncni) Act. 1959 (\iltst Ucn.Aci V111oC 1959). 
'Substi~ulcd Tor Ihe words "rcvcnucs orthc Slnlc-' hy s. 7( 1  lid. 



Tile Crrlcrrrru Sl~erif's Acr, 1948. 

[!Vest Ben, Act 

eniploymenr prior lo lhal dale, be paid oul uT lhe '[Consolidated Fund of 
thc Sla[e] sucll pcnsions, gratuilies and compensation ns may he 
dctcrmincd by lhe ?[Sraic] Governmen[ in  accordnncc wiih lhc rulcs or 
thc Fund: 

Providcd [ha[ such compensation, if any, shall nnl be less rhan  hat 
which, in similar circums~anccs and in accordance with [he rulcs madc 
in this bctialf by thc ?[Starc] Go\lernrnen~, \vould he admissible lr, persons 
i n  the service of lhc '[Statc] Governmenl. 

( 3 )  Any dispute arising i n  connccrion with ~ I I C  amounl of any 
pension, graruily or cnn~pensalion payable under sub-scclion ( I )  or 
sub-secrion (2) shall bc referred IO thc Wcsl Bengal Public Service 
Commission, thl: dccision of wllicll shall be final and shall no\ he 111e 
subjcct-mailer of any proceedings in any Court. 

(4) All pensions payable under this scction nut of [he '[Consolidnled 
Fund of Ihc Slate] shall bc so payable in all rcspccts as pensions payablc 
For scrvice undcr [he ?[State] Government and shall bc aubjecl to thc 
rules made in thar hchalf by [he =[Statcl Governrnen~. 

(5) IT a n y  officer or scrvanl of  the ~ h c r i l r  is perniancntly rc- 
en~ployed in thc service of rhc '[Stiltc] Governmcnr, ;[the period of his 
cmploynlenl undcr thc Sheriff including the period up to lhc dale of such 
pcrmancnt re-ernploymcnt] shall, for [he purposes of  ihe rulcs rclating 
to '[lcavc,] pay and pensions, bc dcemed to Ilavc bccn service undcr thc 
? [ S ~ a ~ e j  Govcr~nlent: 

'Provjdcd (hat i € any such orficcr or servanl has bccn paid any pcnsion 
or graluily undcr huh-seclion (2) thcn, unitss he surrenders tits righi ro 
such pcnsion and rcrunds the arnounl rcreived by him as pension or 
graluity the period or cn~pIoymenr undcr the Sheriff prior to the dale of 
the commcncemenl ofthis Act sliall no[ count as service for purposes of 
pcnsion undcr this sub-section. 

6Exp/f~nurio~i.-The rules rclating to leave, pay and pensions shall 
lncan the rules relaling ra the leave, pay and pensions or servants of [Ill: 
Stale Covern~nent. 
- 

'Subs~itulcd ror ~hr :  tvords "rcvcnucs 01 thc Stalc" by s.  7 ( 1 )  of thc Calculra 
SluriiT's (Amcnd~nen~)Act. 1959 (\Vcsi Bcn. Aci VIII of 1959). 

'Sce roor-norc 3 on pagc 91. crrlre. 

'Subs!iiutcd nirh rerrosneclivc cfCcc! lor rhc words "his crnol~vmc.nr undcr thc 

'This rvnrd within rhc s q u w  bnckr~s wa inscncd with re~rospcctivc clTccr by 5.7(?l(b) 
ofthc b l c u i t n  Shcriirs(Amendrncnl) Acr ,1959 (\Pcsr Bcn. Act VlII of 1959). 

~Substituicd for thc iorrncr proviso wilii rclrospccrirc ctlccr by s. 7(7,)(c) of rhc 
Calcurr~ ShcriTT's (Amendmcnr)Ac1. 1959 (bVc~rsr Bcn, ACI vlll of 1959). 

"Suhsrituled for the rormer "E~l)lflrrc~rinr~" wirh rclrospcctlve zfrec~ by s. 7(2)(d) 
;bid. 
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'12. ( 1  ) Thc '[State] Governmen1 may makz rules' for carrying into Powcrro 
' 

effect rhr: purposes of  [his Acl in rcgmd to  hose functions of thc Sheriff 
which are disuhzlrgcd under the adminis~ra~ivc cvnrrol of the '[Slate] 
Governmenl. 

(2) In par~icular and without prtjudjce 10 ~ h c  gcncrality of [he 
rorcgoing power; such ruics may provide for,-- 

(a) thc manncr of appoin~mcnl and thc 4[rernuneration] of thc 
Depuly Sheri B rcfcrrcd 10 in section 4; 

(b) the dislriburion of work between the Sheriff and rhc Deputy 
Shcriff, 

(c) the aurhority rcfcrred 10 in seclions 9 and 10 and the manner 
in which and the time at which thc Tccs '[, poundage and 
charges,] and balances refcrrcd to in these sections shall bc 
~r~nsferrcd and paid; 

(d) thc safc cuslody and deposir of all monics, sccuri[ies and 
other moveables which comc inlo h c  hands of the SherifT: 
and 

(e)  he accounb to bc main~ained by the Sheriff, and thc audit 
and inspection thcrcof. 

'For norificarion. made under s. 12, authorising Ihc Shcrim oC Calcutta ro appoint 
rhc Dcpuiy Shcrill. scc notification No. 59971.. dared 15.12.48, published i n  thc 
Culrrrrru Co;cne o i  1g48, P m  I, page 1652, 

'Srr loor-note 3 on pagc 91, unit. 
'Far lht: Cdcuin SheriWs Rulrs. 1950, made under s. 12. see notiiicaunn No. S743J.. 

dared 6.9.50, publishcd in thc Calcirfru Gazclte 01 1950. P.m I ,  pages 1916- 1917. 
'This word within the s q u m  bnckels was sub-lituled for ihe word "allowanccs'~ by 

s. 7(1 )orthe Chlcuita SheriTs (Amendmcnl) Act, 195O(Wcsr Bcn. Act X X I I I  or 1950). 
'Thuc words wilhin thc s q u m  bnclrcr~ wcrc inserted by s. 7(2), ilrid. 




