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West Bengal Act XXXI of 1948!

THE WEST BENGAL LAND-REVENUEL, RENT AND
CESS (APPORTIONMENT) ACT, 1948,

ADAPTED . The Adnpiation of Laws Order, 1930

L5th Oclober, 1948.]

An Act to apportion and fix the lund-revennes, rents, and cesses in
respect of the portions sitwated within West Bengal of certain
estates, Puini and other tenires and holdings.

WHEREAS certain estales, tenures and holdings in Lhe Province of
Bengal as 1 existed before the date on which the award came into force
are comprised of lands situated, after the said date, partly in the Province
of West Bengal in the Dominion of India and partly in the Province of
East Bengal in the Dominion of Pakistan;

AND WHEREAS i1 is expedient Lo apportion and fix the land-revenues
or rents, as the case may be, and the cesses payable in respect of the
portions situated in West Bengal of the common eslates, lenures or
holdings;

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land-revenue, Rent
and Cess {(Apportionment) Act, 1948,

(2) Itextends o the whole of West Bengal,

(3) Iushall come into force on such *date as the ‘[State] Government
may. by natification in the Qfficial Gazette, appoint.

2. Inthis Acl, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
contexl,—

(1} "award" means the award of the Boundary Commission
referred to in section 3 of the Indian Independence Act,
1947,

(2) the cxpression “eommon estates, enores or holdings”
means eslates, lenures or holdings which are compriscd
of lands situated, after the date on which the award came

‘For Siatemeni of Objects and Rueasons, see the Calfcara Gazette, Extraordinary,
datcd the ih Seprember. 1548, Pan 1V, page 767; for procecdings of the West
Bengal Legislalive Assumbly, see the proceedings of the mecting of the West Bengal
Legislative Assembly held on the 23rd Seplember, 1948,

*This Act was brought into force on the 23rd December, 1948, vide notificalion
MNo. 9958L Ref., dated the [8th December, 19498, published at page 1692 of Lhe
Calcitia Gazeite, ol the 23rd December, 1948,

*This word within the square brackets was substituted for the word “Provincial” by
para. 4( 1) ol the Adaptanon of Laws Order. 1950,
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The West Bengal Land-revenie, Rent and Cess (Apportionmernt)
Act, 1948,

[West Ben. Act

(Sections 3-4.)

into force, partly in the '[Siate] of West Bengal in ** *
India and partly in *[the Province of East Bengal] in 2* *
Pakistan;

(3} “prescribed’ means prescribed by rules made by the '[Siate)
Government under this Act

(4) “Revenue-offtcer” includes any officer whom the *[State]
Government may appoint (0 discharge any of the funclions
of a Revenuc-olficcr under this Acl; and

(5) “tenure” includes a Puins lenure.

3. The Y[Siate] Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, make an order directing that a record be prepared in such
manner and containing such particulars as may be prescribed of all
lands in West Bengal forming parts of the commeon estates, lenures or
holdings.

4. When an order has been made for the preparation of a record
under section 3, the Revenue-ollicer shall prepare sueh record accordingly
conlaining, in addivon to the particulars referred to in section 3, the
amounts of land-revenues or rents, as the case may be, and of cesses
payable in respect of the portions included in West Bengal of the common
estates, lenures or holdings, 10 be determined by the Revenue-officer
in such manner and in accordance wilh such principles as may be
preseribed.

5. When arecord has been prepared under section 4, the Revenue-
officer shall cause a draft of it 10 be published in such manner and for
such period as may be prescribed and shall receive, during the period
ol publication of the record, any objections made in regard o any
entry therein or omission therefrom relating to the apponionment of
land-revenues, rents or cesses.

6. (1) After the expiry of the period of publication of the record
under seclion 5, the Revenue-ofitcer shatl submil the record Lo the Revenue
authority prescribed with a summary of the objecuons, il any, which he
has received and his report thercon.

'"This word within the syware brackets was substituted for the word “Province”, by
para. 4(1) of the Adaprarion of Laws Order, 1950.

*The words “the Dominion of” were omitled by para. 3 af, and the Eleventh
Schedule to, ihid.

*The expression within square brackets shall stand uainodified, ibid.
*Sec Ioot-note 3 on page 97, anve.



The West Bengal Land-revenue, Rent aud Cess (Apportionment) g9
Act, 1948. ’

XXXI of 1948.]
(Sections 7-9.)

(2) Such authority shall finally dispose of the cobjections submitted

- to it under sub-section {1) according to such rules as the '[Swale)
Government may make and may confirm the record with or wihoul
amendment:

Provided that no entry shall be arnended or omission supplied unless
notice has been given Lo the parlies concerned for such period and in
such manner as may be prescribed (o appear and be heard in the matter.

(3) Afler confirmation by such authority the Revenue-olflicer shall
cause the record Lo be finally published in the manner preseribed and
such publicalion shall be conclusive evidence that the record has
been duly prepared under this Act. |

7. (1) Any person who is aggricved by any entry in, or omission  Appeal and :
from, the record finally published under section 6 in so far as such S"0E% :
record relates to the apporlionment and fixation of rents or cesscs
in respect of tenures or holdings, may appcal to the superior Revenue
authority prescribed in such manner and within such period as may be !
prescribed.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the
time being in force. no Court shall have any jurisdiction in respect of
any issue arising out ol the proceedings under this Act for the
apporlionment and [ixalion ol land-revenues, renls or cesscs or shall
annul or alter any decision ol a Revenue-officer or a Revenue authority
under this Acl.

8. The Revenue-alficer may, at any time, cither of his own motion  Corsection
or on application. and afier giving notice to the parties concerned for ~©frecord:
such period and in such manner as may be prescribed to appear and be
heard in the mutter, correct any clerical or arithmetical mislake in the
record Ninally published under section 6 or any error arising thercin
from any accidental slip or omission and shall make such alieralions
therein as may be necessary to give effect o any decision on appeal
undcer sub-seclion (1) of section 7,

9. On the final publicalion of the record under section 6,— Commence-
. . mient and
(a) 1he apporlionment and fixation, thereunder, of land-revenues  (frciof

or rents, as the case may be. and of cesses in respect of the  therecords.
portions situated in West Bengal of the common eslates,
tenures or holdings shall, netwithstanding anything
contained in any other law for the lime being in force or in
any conlract, be deemed 10 have come ino force and the
common cstales, tenures or holdings, as the case may be,

'See [ool-nole 3 on page 97, ante,
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[West Ben, Act XXXI of 1948.]
{Section 10.)
shalt be decmed to have been and Lo be partitioned

accordingly, on and from the date on which the award came
into force (hereinafler referred Lo as the said dale), and

A

() all taws for the time heing in (oree relating Lo the ercalion
or scttllement of estaes, tenures or holdings or to the re-
covery ol land-revenue, tent or cesses in respect thereol
shall be deemed o have been and 1o be applicable murey
mutandis 1o such partitioned cstaes, tenures or heldings
on and (rom the said date,

Powerio 10. (D) '[Swue] Government may make rules? for carrying out the
makeoules, - hurpases of this Act.

{23 In particular and winhout prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the lollowing
mallers, namely:—

(a) the manncr of preparing a record and the particulars 10 be
contained therain referred lo in seciion 3;

(b) ithe manncr of. and the principles for, determining the
amounts of land-revenues, rents and -cesses referred o in
scelion 4

(¢) the manner and period of publication of a dralt record
referred 10 In section 5,

() the Revenue autharity referred 1o in sub-scetion (1) of
scction 6, and the dispesal of abjections under sub-
seclion (2) and the manner of final publication of a record
under sub-section {3) of that section;

(e} the period of, and the manner of giving, notice referred
10 in the provise 1o sub-scction (2) of seciion 6 and in
section §; and

(0 the superior Revenue authority referred to in sub-
scelion (1) of seclion 7, the manner of presentation of
appeals 10 such authority and the period within which
such appeals shall be presented under the said
sub-section.

'See foot-note 3 on page 97, anle.

‘For the Wesl Bengal Land-revenue, Rent and Cess (Apponionment) Rules. 14948,
made uniker section 10, see notificasion No. 465L. Rell. daeil 19.1.4%, published in the
Culciitta Gozette, Extravrdimery of 1949, Pan [ pages 91-84, as subscyuently amended
fren time 1o tine.





