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West Bengal Act I of 1949!

THE WEST BENGAL NATIONAL VOLUNTEER
JIFORCE ACT, 1949,

[ Wesl Ben. Act LTV of 1950}
Wesl Ben. Act XX of 964,
Wesl Ben. Act VII of 1976,

AMENDED

West Ben. Act XIX of 1983,

West Ben. Act XV of 1984,

West Ben. Act XXIX ol 1989,
ADAPTED . The Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.

[24th February, 1949.]

An Act to provide far the constitution of a National Volunteer Force in
Wesr Bengal.

WhERESS (Lis expedient and necessary to provide [or the conslitution
of a Nutional Volunteer Force in West Bengal by enrolment therein of
the cilizens ol ** * * [ndia ** * * or persons having permanent
domicile in West Bengal who may olfer themselves (or such enrolment,
[er service during a period of cmergency and {or such other purposes as
the ‘[State Governmenlt] may think (iG

[t is hereby enacled as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal National Volunteer
Force Act, 1949.

(2) It extends 1o the whole of Wesl Bengal.

(3} It shall come into force on the dalc on which the West Bengal
National Volunteer Force Ordinance, 1948, ceases (o operale.

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
conlcal,—
(a) “Advisory Commiutee™ means *[lthe West Bengal Nalional
Volunteer Force Advisory Commitice]. the District Advisory
Commillee or the Unil Advisory Comnittee constituied
under section 13;
() “Calcutta” means the lown of Calcuua as defined in section
A o[ the Calcutta Police Act, 1866, Logether with the suburhs
of Calcutta as delined by notification under section 1 of the
Calgutla Subvurban Police Act, 18606;

For Statemen of Objects and Reasons, see the Calcntta Gazette, Extraordingry, daled
the 121h Janvary, 1949, Part 1V, page 53; for procecdings of the West Bengal Legislnve
Assembly, see the procecdings of the meeting of the West Bengal Legislative Asseibly heldon
the 24th January, 1948,

*The words “ihe Daminian af"* were omited by para 3 of, and the Eleventh Schedule 1o,
the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.

*The words “ar subjects of an Acceding Stawe” were omiited, ibsid.

*These words within the square brackets were substituted for the wards “Provincial
Government'”, ibid.

*These words within the square brackeis were substituted for the words "the Provincial
Advisury Committee, ifiid
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The West Bengal Naiivnal Volunteer Force Aci, 1949.

[West Ben. Act

(Sections 3-5.)

(¢) “Force” means the West Bengal National Velunteer Force;
'(cc) “Imspuctor-General”™ means tie Inspecior-General of Police
referred 1o in section 4 of the Police Act, 1861 and includes
any officer 1o whom such Inspector-General of Police may
delegate his powers, functions and dutics under this Acl;
(u) “Olficer” means an officer appointed under his Act;
(¢} “prescribed” means preseribed by rules made under this Act;
(f) “subordinate otber ranks” -means subordinate other ranks
appointed under Lhis Act; and
Hg) “volunteer” means a person cnrolled as a member ef the
Wesi Bengal National Volunteee Foree or of any unit or corps
af the Force eslahlished, constituied ar formed, as the case
may be, under the proviso 1o scetion 3 or seclion 7.

3. (1) “[State) Governmenl may raise and mainlain a volunteer
force 1w be cailled 1he West Bengal National Voluntcer Foree aad for thal
purpose enral persons as volunteers from Calcutta and clsewhere in West
Bengal:

Provided that the i{Siate] Government may esiablish all or any of the
units of the Force as and when necessary.

Y2) Subject o the control of the Stale Government, the superin-
iendence and direction of the Farce shall be vested in the Inspector-
General and all officers and subordinate other ranks of the Force appoinled
under section 5 shall be subordinale 1o the Inspector-General.

4. A voluneer, when calted upon Tor duty, shall discharge such
lunctions in relation to the protection of persons, the securily of property
and the preservation of the public peace in any orca within West Bengal
and such other funcitons as may be assigned Lo him by or under this Act.

5. The")Srate] Government or any person empowered in this behalf
by the ‘[Slatc] Government may appoint a *[State Cammandani] of the
Force and such other officers and such subordinate ather ranks for, and
far any unit of, the Force as Lhe *|State] Government may consider
necessary and may prescribe the powers and dutics of such officers and
subordinate ather ranks in addition to the powers and duties conferred
by this Act, Every officer and subordinate other rank shall have the
previleges and protection conferred on an officer or subordinate other
rank by or under this Act.

"This clouse was inserted by 5. 2 ol the West Benga! Natienal Volunteer Force { Amendment)
Acl, 1961 {West Ben_ Act XX of 19643,

*Clause (g) was substituled forihe original by 5. 3 of the West Bengal National Volunieer
Forcy (amendment) Act, 1976 (West Ben, Aci VLol 1975).

'Scetion 3 was renumbeted as suh-section (1} ol that section and afier that sub-section ns so
renumbered, sub-section (2) was added by s. 3 of the West Bengal Nationad Voluniesr Farce
(Amendment) Act, 1964 (West Ben AcL XX of 19641}

“This word within the square brackels was substiluted for the word “Provincial”
by para. 4(1) ol the Adaptation of Laws Owler. 1930,

*Wornds within |he square bruckels wene substituted for the words *Provingial Commandant™
Ef}il& :} n;;}é_c Wesl Bengal Natianal Volunteer Foree (Amendment) Aci, 1976 (West Ben. Act

ol 1976},

50f 1861,



I of 1949.]

The West Bengal National Volunteer Force Act, 1949,

{Sections 6-8.}

6. There shall be the following classes of officers and subordinale
other ranks in the Farcc, namely:—

Officers.
(1) [State Commandant},
(2) '[Deputy State Commandant],

{3) District or Unit Commandant,
{d) Company Commander.

Stwbordinate other ranks.

(1) Plaloon Commander,
(2) Scclion Commander.

7. Nowithstanding anything contained clsewhere in this Acl, Lhe
2[Siate] Government may, by *notificalion in the Qfficial Gazerte, direct
that one or more corps or units of the Farce be constiuled or formed
for any particular region within Wesl Bengal or [or any specified

purpose.

8. (1} Any citizen ol India or any person having a permanent
domicile in West Bengal who may offer himself for enrolment in the
Force and who salisfies the prescribed conditions may be cligible for
enrolment therein by such authority, in such manner and for such pericd
as may be prescribed:

Provided that no person who has atained 1he age of Dity years shall
be cligible o be enrolled in the Force:

Pravided further that every volunteer enrolled under this Act shall
cease 1o remain under enrolment on ataining the age af filty-five years.

(2) Every volunteer shall receive a certificate of appoinument in the
preseribed form and such certificale shall be tssued by such authority
as may be prescribed and thercupon he shall have the powers, privileges
and protection conferred, and shall discharge the duties imposed, on
a volunleer by or vader tus Acl

"These words within the square bravkets were substiluled for the words “Provincial
Commandant” and *Deputy Peavincial Commandant™ by s. 2 of the West Bengat Narional
Volunleer Force (Amendnient}y Act, 1976 (West Ben. Act VI of 1976).

Lae foot-note 4 on page 102, dute.

*For nolification constituling a special unil, of the West Benpal National Velunteer
Force known as the Baugive Raksii Dol Tor mainiaining law and order in certain arens,
see notificalion No. [41H,D., dated 21.3.49, published in the Calenita Gazetic
of 1949, Part 1, page 551.

For notificanon relating 1o constitution of a special unit of the West Bengal Notional
Wolunteer Force known as the Bangiya Agragami Dal for maintenance of cssential
services and lor public wiility scrvices, see notification No. 1066 H.D.. dated 17.12.49,
published in the Calcmira Gazerre, of 1949, Pan I, page 2214.

‘Sub-seetion (1) was firstly substituted for the erginal by 5. 2 of the West Bengal
National Volunteer Force (Amendment) Acl, 9583 (West Ben. Act XIX of 1983).
Then the same was re-substituted by 5. 2 of the West Bengal National Volunieer Force
(Amendmenn) Act, 1989 (West Ben. Act XXIX of 1989). Prior to these substilutions
there occur following changes in the eriginal sub-section, namely:—

(i) the words "the Dominien of’ were omiuned, by para. 3 of, and the Eleventh

Schedule Lo, the Adapration of Laws Order. 1950, and

(3} the words “or any suhject of an Acceding State” were omilted, idid.
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The West Bengal National Volinieer Force Act, 1949

[West Ben. Act

{(Scerion 8A.)

{3) Every volunleer corolled under this Act shall undergo such
preliminary and periodical training as may be prescribed.

{4) Every person enrclled as a volunieer under this Act shall be
entitled (o reccive a certificale of discharge in 1he prescribed form on the
expiratien of the periad for which hie has cnrolled and any such person
may, prior 1o the expiraticn of thal period, be discharged by such authority
subjeet 1o such conditions as may be prescribed, and shall be so discharged
on the reccommendauion of the Advisory Commili=c in this behalf,

(5) The prescribed authority may, subject 1o such conditions as may
be preseribed,—

{1) suspend, discharge, dismiss or remove any volunieer [rom
his office and hereupon the certificate referred 1o in sub-
scclion {23 shall cease 10 have effect, or

(b) disband any unit constituied under this Act and thereupon
cvery volunieer of such unit shall vacate office.

!8A. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, any
citizen of India or any person having a permancnt domicile in Wesl
Bengal., who had been enrolled as a volonieer under this Act but the
period for which he had been so curolled expired and whoe might or
might nol have reeeived a centificale of discharge under sub-scetion (4)
of seclion 8, may ollcr himself for fresh enrolment in the Force and may,
if he sanisfies the preseribed conditons, be eligible for {resh enrolment
therein by such authority, in such manner and for such period ** * *
as may be prescribed, provided he has not exceeded the age of '[30 years)
on the date of such enrolment.

{2) Every volunteer enralled under sub-section (1) shall cease to
reinain under earolment on auaining the age of ‘{55 years).

(3) A volunteer enrolled under sub-section (1) shall nat be required
o undergo any preliminary or periodicul training referred Lo in sub-
section (3) of section 8, but he shall be required to rake cath or affirmation
in the manner prescribed and shall, (thereupon, receive a certilicaie of
appointment in the preseribed form and such certificate shall be issued
by such authority as may be prescribed and thereupon he shall have the
powers, privileges and protection conferred, and shall discharge the duties
inposed, on a volunteer by or under this Act.

(4) All the provisions of this Act, cxcept those contained in sub-
sections (1), (2) and (3) of section 8, shall apply (o the volunteers cnrolled
untler sub-section (1) of this section.

'Scction §A was insered by s. 3 ol the West Bengal Natioral Volunieer Foree (Amendmem)
Act, 1983 (Wesl Ben. Aoy XIX of 1983).

“The wards “not exceeding five years” were omtitted by s, 3(a)(i) of the Wisi Bengal National
Volunteer Farce (Amendment) Acy, 1989 {Wesl Ben, Act XXTX of 1959).

‘Fipures and word subslituted by s. 3a)(ii), ibid.

‘Fipures and word substiluted by 5. 3(b). ibid.



The West Bengal National Volunteer Farce Act, 1949,

(Sections 9-12.)

9. Every person enrolled as a volunteer under this Act may be
posied for any period 1o any unit of the Force and thercupon he shall
be baund to serve in the said unit for that period.

10. !(al} The State Government *[or the Inspector-General or the
Provincial Commandant,] a Deputy Provincial Commandant, a Unit
Commandant, or a District Superiniendent of Police. if authorised by
the State Government in this behalf, may at any time call upon in such
manner and through such officer as may be prescribed, any volunteer
for discharging anywhere in West Bengal any functions assigned to him
by or under this Act.

(1} The Commissioner of Police in Calcutta and the Disirict
Magistrale elsewhere may al any time call upon, in such manner and
through such officer as may be prescribed, any volunteer in heir
respective jurisdiclions, for discharging any functions assigned te him
by or under this Acl.

{2) Any authority specified in sub-section {1) may at any time
call upon the District or Unit Commaadant, in such manner as may
be prescribed, to mobilise any unit or a detachment of a uvnit under its
jurisdiction for the purpose of maintenance of law and order.

(3) Whencver 1he services of any velunieer or a unit or the detachment
of a unil are requisitioned, the requisitioning authority shall communicate
the action taken by il Lo such authority as may be prescribed.

11. (1) A volunteer, when called upen for duty under ¥{sub-section
(al) or] sub-section (1) of section 10, shall have the same powers,
privileges and protection as a Police Officer appointed under any Act
for the time being in force.

(2) No prosecutiton shall be instituted against an officer or a
subordinate other rank or a volunteer in respect of anything done or
purperted to be done in exercise of his powers or in the discharge
ol his duties as such, except with the previous sanction of the
Commissioner of Police in Caleutta gr the District Magistrale elsewhere.

I12. A volunteer, when called upon for duty under '[sub-section (al)
or] sub-section (1) of section |Q to aid the Palice Force, shall work under
the orders of or be under the control of such officers of the Police Force
as may be prescribed.

'This sub-section was insened by s. 2 of the West Bengal MNationad Volunicer Force
{Amendinent) AcL 1950 (West Ben, Act LIV of [950).

*Substiwuted for the words “or the Provincial Commandant,” by s. 4 of the Wesi
llicgfal Natianal Volunieer Force (Amecndment) Acl, 1964 (West Ben. Act XX of
964},

*These words. brackets, [elter and figure in s5. 1l and 12 were inserted by ss. 3
and 4, especiively, of the Wes( Bengal National Volunicer Foree (Amendment) Acl, 1950
{West Ren. Act LIV of 195M
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106 The West Bengal National Voluniteer Force Act, 1949
[West Ben. Act
(Sections 13-15.)

Penajics. 13. (1) If a volualecr, without sufficient cause, neglects or refuses
) Lo obey Lhe orders of any superior authority or oflicer whom he is bound
to obey, or fails te discharge any duly which he is baund 1o perform
under this Acl er any rule or regulation thereunder, or deserts his post,
or is guilty ol any wilful breach or disobedience of any provisions of this
Act or of any rule or regulation theceunder, or Jawful order made or
issued Lhereunder by a competent authorily, he shall be liable to be
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend 1o
three months or with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees or
with both.

(2) No prosccution shall be instituled against a volunteer for any
offence punishable under sub-section (1), without the previous sanction
of the Commissioner of Police in Calcutta or the District Magistrale
clsewhere.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal A Vo
Procedure, 1898, an offence pupishable under sub-section (1) shall he 1893,
cognizable.

(4) Withow prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this section, it
shall also be competent far any preseribed authority to deal with the said
alfences otherwise than under the said provisions and o award onc or
more of such punislunents as may be prescribed.

3 * % s * *

Members of 14. An officer or a subordinale other rank or a voluriteer acling in
bt Uhe exercise of his powers or in the discharge of his duties under this Act
servanls. or rules or regulalions thereunder shall be deemed to be a public scrvant

within the meaning of seciion 21 of the Indian Penal Code. z]ﬂtsc&;(w of

Right lo [onn *14A. The olTicers or the subordinate other ranks referred 10 in
assocalion, . . -
section 6 or the members of any corps or unit of the Force constitmed ar
formed under seclion 7 may form association:
Provided that there shall be only one association for such officers or
subardinate other ranks or members of the corps or units of the Force,

ég;ﬁlﬁl\s 15. (1) The ‘[Stae] Governmcnt may, (or the purpose of advisirg it
" onall mauters of policy conngeled with the consttution and administration

of the Force, consutule a *[West Bengal Nalional Volunteer Force Advisory

Committeel, District Advisory Commitiee and Unit Advisory Commiltec.

LSecrion 13Awas inserfed by s. -4 of the West Benpal Nidional Yaluntewr Force (Arme ndrmgol}
Act., 1976 (West Ben, Act VID of 1976). Later, it was omilied by 5. 2 of the West Bengal
National Volunteer Force (Amendment} Act, 1984 (\West Ben, Act XV ol J984).

*This section was inseried by 5. 3 ol the Wes1 Benga! Nationa! Yolunteer Foree (Amendment)
Act, 1933 (West Ben. Act XV ol 19B4).

*See looi-nole 4 on page 102, aure.

These words within the square brackets wone substituted for 1he wards “Provincial Advisory
Conunittee™ by paca, 3 of, and the Elgventh Schedule to, the Adaptation of Laws Crder, 1950,



I of 1949.]

The West Bengal National Valunieer Force Act, 1945,

{Seciion 16.)

(2) The Committees shall be constiluled in such manncr and shall
perform such functions as may be prescribed.

16. (1} The '[Siate] Governmeni may make rules® 1o carcy oul the
purposes of this Act.

(2) In particolar and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rufes may provide for all or any of the following
matters, namely:—-

(a) the powers and duties *[of the Inspector General and] of
officers and subordinale other ranks referred 10 in
seetion 5:

(b) the manner and conditions of, and the period for, enrolment
of a volunteer and the autherity by which such enrolment
shall be made referred to in sub-seclion (1) of section 8
‘land section 8A];

{(c} Ihe period of preliminary and periodical waining referred
1o in sub-sectton (3) of section §;

(d) the form of certificate of discharge referred o in sub-
section (4) of section 8, and the authorily and condilions
referred 1o in that sub-section; ’

(¢) thc manner in which and the olficer through whom a
volunteer may be called upon for discharging Tunctions
assigned 10 him by or under this Act;

{f) the manner in which a Distrel Commandant or a Unil
Commandant may be called upon 1o mobilize a unit or a
declachment of a unil referred 1o in sub-section (2) of
section 10 and the authority to which intimation of such
action referred o in the proviso to that sub-section shall
be given;

() he officer ol the Police Force under whose order or conlrol
a volunieer shall work under section 12;

(h} the authority by which and the manner in which offences
may be deall wihh under suh-section (4) of seclion 13;

hE3 * * £ *

See foat-note 4 on page 102, anse.

‘For the West Bengal Natianal Volunteer Foree Rules. 1949, made under s, 16,
see nolification No. 239 H.D., dated 20.5.49, published in the Cofoirin Guzeite af 1949,
Pan 1, pages 385-897.

YInserted by 5. 5 of the West Benpal Natiopal Volunleer Force (Amendiment) Act. 1664
(West Ben, Acl XX of 1964},

“Words, figure and lener inserted by s. 4 of the West Bengal National Velunleer Force
{Amendment) Acl, 1983 (Wesl Ben. Act XIX of 1983).

'Clause (bh) wus inscried by s. 5 of the West Bengal National Volunteer Force (Amend-
ment) Act. 1976 {Wesl Ben, Act VI of 1976). Later, the same was omilied by 5. 4
of the West Bengal National Volunieer Force (Amendmenl) Acl, 1984 (West Ben,
Act XV of 1984),

Rules.
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108 The West Bengal National Volunteer Force Act, [949.
[West Ben. Act I of 1949.]
{Sections 17, 18.)

2 (1) the constitution and the {unctions of the Advisary
Commitices referred to in section 15;

() the medical examination of persons offering themselves for
enolment, the organisation, discipline, {raining, arms,
accoutrements and clothings, conditions of service, powers
and dutics of the volunteers; and

(k) the rcmuneration, allowances, gratuities or compensation

.10 be paid t¢ a volunteer or his dependants.

Continvance 17. Any appointment, enrolment or rules made or any Committee

ofstion.  constituled or any notification issued or anything done or any action

WestBengal  1aken or any proceedings commenced in exercise of any power conferred

onlinance . by or under the West Bengal National Volunteer Force Ordinance, 1948, st Bon.
shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing, (¢ be in operation, be deemed 10 943,
have becn made, conslituted, issued, done, laken or commenced in
exercisc of the powers conferred by or under this Act as if this Act had

commenced on the 27th day of November, 1948.

Powerto 18. The Provincial Commandant may make regulations consistent

:{,L‘;‘;fmions_ with (his Act and the rules made thereunder providing generally for
all the details connected with the organisation and personnel of the
Force and for the duties, training, including courses of training,
instructions, clothing, equipment, allowances and leave of persons
enrolled.





