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0 
West Bengal Act XVI of 1949' 
THE MAHAJATI SADAN ACT, 1949. 

AMEBDED . . - Wcsl Ben. Acl XXIrI or 1977. 
The Indian Independence (Adap~atian 
of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Ordcr, 
1948. 
The Adaptadon of Laws Ordcr, 1950. 

[141/1 April, 1949.1 

An Acr ro ~ r o v i d e  for tire speedy acqltisiriorr of file Iatrd atrd /Ire rrrrfitrisl~ed 
brrildi~igs tlrerearr, cor~rr~ror~l~~ krto~vr~ as rl!e Mnllaja~i Sadail, for 11ie 
contilirronce arrrI cottrp/etiorr of rile erection of rhe Muhajati Sadall. 
for the ~~~nit~terrat~cr,  ~nuaagenlen; atld rlse fllereof arid for tile crentiolr 
of a body of rrtrstees. 

W ~ R M S  certain sums of money were subscribed by lhc pcoplc of 
India with the object of erecling a building LO bc uscd and ulilised maioly 
for purposes describcd in the Second Schedule and wcrc collec~ed by a 
Committee called rhc Subhas Congress Fund Commi[tee constituted at a 
mee~ing of the people 01' Cnlcuua for the purpose of collcc~ing such 
subscriptions; 

AND WHEREAS in Iurthcrance of thc said object Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bosc look a lease or the land describcd in itcm (a) of the Firs1 
Schedule from thc Corporalion of Calcutta and initialed the erection 
ctlercon of the buildings hereinafter refcrrcd to as !he Mahaja~i Sadan 
01 which [hc foundation stonc was laid by Kaviguru Rabindra Nath 
Tagorc; 

AND WHEREAS the erection of the ~ a h a j a t i  Sadan could no1 
bc completed fur bcing so used and utilised by Nc~a j i  Subhas 
Chandra Bose; 

h~ WHEREAS j[ is cxpcdient to providc for the speedy acquisirion 
of the prapcrties described i n  the Firs1 Schedulc, Ibr the con~inuancc 
and complerion of the erection of thc Mahajati Sadan, for the main- 
tenancc, manazemcnl and use lhercor and for the creation of a b d y  of 
lruslees; 

1. (1)  This Acr may be called  he Mahajati Sadan Acr, 1949. Shon i i~ l c  
and 

'(2) Ii shall comc into force on such dale as the JIStarcl Govemmen~ 
may, by nnrification in h c  Oficiol Guzclte, appoint. ~ncnr. 

]For Slarernenr oTObjcc~r md Rc;ujons, see thc Culcitrru Gflzctre. Euimunfit~n~. h l c d  
thc 121h Jmuay, 1949. R. IV, pagc 57: ror Proceedings of thc We51 Bengal Lrgisla~ivc 
Assembly, sue rhs Pmcccdings or rhe mecling or  lhc War Bzngd Lcgislalivc Asscmbly. 
h l d  on the 24th January, 1949. 

:This Aci  c m e  into form on the 1st May, 1949, ride Govcrnn~cnl or  Wcsl Bzngal, 
Judicial Dcpminen~, no~i l ica~ion No. 218W.. dalcd rhc 23rd April, 1959. published in 
thc Culrrrrra Gnzefre of 1949, Pan 1, pagc 68 l , 

'This word was subs~itured ror [he word "Provincisl" by y. 4(1) of the Adaplalion o f  
Laws Ordcr. 1950. 



Tlre Mahajari S u h n  Acr. 1919. 

[N7cst  Ben. Act 

Uclirlilionr. 2. In 111is Acl, unlcss there is anything repugnant in rhc subject or 
contcx1,- 

(a) "thc Board" means ~ h c  Board of Trustccs for [lie Mahajad 
Sadan c~nstitutcd undcr !his Act, 

(b) "Collcctor" means thc First Land Acquisirion Collccror, 
Calcu tra, 

(c) "person in~crcsied" has thc same meaning as in thc Land Ioi189J.  

Acquisition ACI, 1891, 

(d) rhe exprcssion "purposcs of the Mahajati Sadan" means 
purposcs relating ro thc crcclion, cquipmcn~, ~nainlenancc, 
rcpairs, additions, al~crarions, managemcnr, con~rol, usc or 
applicalion of ~ h c  Mahajali Sadan or of any properly or 
Fund held for or in connection wilh Lhc Mal-tajari Sadan 
and includcs the purposes rcrcrrcd ro i n  clausc (i) of 
section R, 

(e) "trusree" mcans a member of thc Board. 

Incorpora- 3. Subjccr to the provisions ofthis Act, ~hc-cnrirc managemcnr and 
t ion or 
Tmslcss. conuol of h e  Mahajati Sadan shall, on and rrom the dale nn which the 

notification referrcd to i n  section 8 is published jn the Oficiu1 Gozdrc, 
hc vcs~cd in a Board to bz called "thc Trustees for rhc Mahaja~i Sadan" 
and thl: Board shall bc a body corporate hav-ing perpelual succession and 
a common seal, wilh power 10 acquirc and hold propr ty  bod1 ~novablc 
and immovable and to enter into contmcls and do all acls necessary and 
consis~rni wi ih [he purposes oF this Acr and shall by rhc said name suc 
and be sued. 

Cons~iii~~ion 4. (1) The Bomd shall be constituted by the '[Starc] Govcrnii~ent 
orrtlr: 
Board. in such manncr and consisting oi such number of tmstccs no1 exceeding 

eleven, or  whom not niorc rhan lour may he EX-oficio trusrees, as may 
bc prcsoribed by rules made by the"[Slatc] Government. 

(2) All acrs donc by a majority of rhe lrustzes prcscnr and voting a1 
a meeting o r  thc Board and all acls done in pursuance of a majority 
decision or !he trustees ohlnincd by circulation ro the rruslccs or  the 
matlcr rcquiring decision shall be deemed lo bc acls of [he Board. 

(3) Thc Board may appoinl a person to act as irs Secretary and 
may also appoinr in such manncr as may bc prcscribed by rules made 
by the '[State] Government a Managing Committee and such other 
Cornrnilrccs as h e  Board may think f i t  and delegate LO such Commitrce 
or Cornmiltees such oF i ~ s  powcrs as it may deem cxpcdient. 
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(1) Ordcrs fnr rhc pnyrncnr c ~ l  rnoncy on behalf of thc Board shall bc 
deemed ro bc surficiently :~urhcnticated if signcd by [wo lrustccs and 
counrersigncd by [lie Secrcrary of the Board. 

5. Every truslcc and evcry mc~nber of  rhc Managing Cornmillee Trusrccq, 
Oficcn and 

and every oriiccr and servanl of lhe Baard shall be deen~cd to be a public ,,,,, 
ACI XLV or scrvnn~ within [he meaning of section 2 1 of [he Indian Penal Code. ix public 
IYGI) .  KTV;L~IS- 

6. (1) The '[Sintcl Govcrnmcn~  may acquirc [he propcrtics Acquisition. 

describcd in [he Firsl Scl~edulc (hcrcinafler i n  (his scction refcrrcd to as 
rhc said properlies) by publishing in  rhe Oficinl Gazetre a nolicc! lo 
rhc cffcct lhat thc '[Stale] Govcrnmcnt has decidcd lo acquirc thc said 
propenies in pursuance OF [his seclion. 

(2) Whcn the noticc as aroresaid i s  publishcd i n  the Oflcinl Caretre, 
lhc said properlies shall, on and rrom the beginning of the day on 
which rhe no~icc is so publishcd. vest absolutely in lhe '[Slate] 
Government rrcc from al l  incumbrances, and thereupon rhc '[State] 
Govcrnrncnt may takc possession or ~ h c  said prnpcnics in such 
manner as il may rhink f i t .  

(3) When rhc said propertics arc acquired in pursuance of this 
scction, there shall bc said to thc pcrsons intercstcd such conipcn~n~ion 
as may be dctcmined and appor~ioned by ~ h c  Collccior- 

(a) in accordance with agccmenis reachcd bctween the persons 
intcrcstcd and lhe '[Stale] Govemmcnt, or 

(b) whcrc no such agrccmenl can he rcached, in  [he manner 
and in accordance wirh lhc principles set out i n  [he Land 
Acquisirion Act, 1894, so, I~owcvcr, that lhe ~narkcr value 
refcrred Lo in clauscJrsr of sub-sccdon (1) of seclinn 23 of 
~ h c  said ACL shall bc deemed lo bc lhc marker valuc OF the 
said propertics on h e  dalc of publicarion of thc nolice 
referred ID i n  sub-section ( I ) ,  

and claimed by such persons wilhin thrcc months from [he date o f  
publicauon of the noticc rcferred to in sub-scclion (1). 

(4) Thc decision of Ihc Colleclor undcr sub-seclion (3)  shalI be 
final and shall not be callcd in ques~inn in any Court. 

7. Whcn rhc properties dcscribed i n  the First Schedule are acquired Erccrion or 
in pursuance of section 6, ~ h c  crection of  lbc Mahajati Sadan shall he gTi!li 
continued and con~plelcd as far as may hc in accordance w i h  ~ h c  original 

'Sce root-nolc 3 on pagc IW. mlre. 
'For norifica~ion. issued undcr scclion 6 or the ACI, rclaling to the decision of  rhc 

Stale Cavemmcn~ 10 aquirr ~ h c  propenics dcscribed in the firs! Schcdulc lo h e  ACI. see 
norificatlon No. 2654J.. d i l t d  17 5.49, published in Ihe Culclr/ta Gazet~e o l  1949, P a l  I, 
naec 838. 
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plan approved by Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bosc and sanc~ioncd by the 
Corporalion of Calcutta with such altera~ions thcrein as the '[Slate] 
govern men^ may think fit, and the Mahajali Sadan shall rhereafier b~ 
equippcd in  such manncr as the '[S~ale] Govcrnmenl may think f i t .  

Pmpcr~y ro 8. Upon [he completion of rhz ereclion and equipment of 
'CS'i"Lhc rhe,Mvlahajali Sadan under section 7, the '[Starc] Governmen[ may. Board. 

by 'notificarion in the OJficial Gazerte, direcl lhc Board 10 take 
possession or [he propcnics described in thc F i r s  Schedulc rogcther 
wilh ~ h c  Mahajat i  Sadan as so erected and cquipped and lhercupon- 

(i) the Board shall rcccive and lakc possession of and hold Ihc 
samc in lrusl for such purposes as may bc prescribed by 
rules madc by the l[Srare] Gavemmenl consistcn(ly wilh 
the objecw scl out in the Second Schedule, and 

(ii) all sums of money in the cus~ody or thc aforesaid Subhas 
Congrcss Fund Commiucc and all olher propcrty whelher 
movable or immovable wluch havc been or may hcrcaficr 
bc given, bequea~hcd or  otherwisc transferred for the 
purposes of [he Mnhajati Sadan or acquired by rhe Board 
for the said purposes shall ves! in  the Board LO be held in 
kusl  for [he purposes of rhe Mahajati Sadan. 

Mahajali 9. (1) There shall bc formed for [he Mahnjati Sadan a fund ro be 
Sadan 
Fund. called [he Mnh~jali Sndan Fund ro which shall bc crcdired- 

(a) Lhe sums of money paid nr granled by the '[Slate] 
Government and the Corporation of Calcurla ciihcr as 
con~ibuiions for [he maintenance OF thc Mahajari Sadan or 
o~henvise for thc purposes thercof, 

(b) all other sums of money reccivcd by the Board for the 
purposes of Ihc Mahajati Sadan, and. 

(c) all income derivcd irum any propcrly owned or managcd 
by thc Board for hc purposes of thc Mahajati Sadan. 

(2) Tlie Mahajali Sadan Fund shall become vcsted in the Board and 
shall be under Ihc control and be held in trust for (hc purposes of h c  
Mrlhajati Sadan. 

(3) All monics creditable to the Mahajati Sadnn Fund shall bc 
received by the Secre~ary to h e  Board and shall forlhwilh bu paid into 
h c  Imperial Bank of India to ~ h c  credit of an accounr to be c l l c d  thc 
Mahajati Sadan Fund Account. 

lSce ~OI-nore 3 on page 109. n ~ ~ t e .  

'For no~ifica~ion. issutd undcr scc~ion 8 OF Ihc Acl, direcling ihc B o d  orTruslw ror 
rhc Mahajali Sadm to rakc posstsion of  thc propedies dcscrikd in Ihc First Schcdulc 10 
Ihc Act ~ogcihcr with the Maha~ali Sadan crccled and cquippcd. sec norilicarion 
No. 9-1 Misc.117M-27/58, dared 12,1.59 publishcd in the C(ilcurm Go~errr o r  1959. 
Pan I.pagc401. 
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10. Thc '[Sme] Govcrnnlent shall, for the purposes of [he Mahajari Conlributiwn . . , . .  
by ihc Svatl: . .  Sadan, conlribute annuajly to the Board a sum of twcnty-five rhousand Govcmnrnl, 

rupees and may conrribute such othcr sum as thc '[Stale] Governmcnl 
may think fi t .  

Ben. ACI I I I  11. Norwilhstanding anything containcd in [he Calcutla Municipal Conuibu~ion 
0"9'2 Act. 1923', h e  Corporalion of Colcultn shall. for t hc p u r p o ~ s  of tho z$mlion 

Mahajlja~i Sadan, conlribure annually to h e  Board a sum of five thousand o f ~ d c u i ~ a .  

rupees and may contribute such olher sums as !hc Corpora[ion may, from 
time to lime, delerminc. ,. .. 

12. The '[Slntc] Governn~cn~ shall contribute annually a sum no1 R c p i ~ t o  
lcss than iivc thousand rupces, for thc purposes of causing such 1h"*saii 

Sadm. 
repairs, addidons or al~erations lo be execulcd to h e  main and subsidiary 
buildings of the Mahajati Sadan and to h c  cquipmenrs rhcrcof as, in thc 
opinion of he '[Swe] Government, arc necessary. 

13. Thc accounts of hc Board shall be kcp~,  audiled and pubtished M a i n r c m ~  

in accordance with such rules as may bc made by the '[State] Governmcnl 
and shall show thc initial expendilure incurrcd by the '[Slnlc]  BOX^. 

Governmenl- 
(a) under section 6 ror acquiring the properties described in the 

First Schedule, and 
(b) undcr scction 7 For cornpieling the crcclion of the Mahajali 

Sadan and lor cquipping [he ssmc. 

14. The ' [S~atc] Government may call upon rhe Board to furnish it Rerums. 

wirh any extract horn any proceedings of h e  Board or horn any record . . 
, . .  , - 

under the conlroI of [he Board or with any informntion concerning the , . .  

administration of the Mahajati Sadan and rhc Board sl~al l  thcrcupon 
furnish the same withoa~ unreasonable dclay. 

15. ( 1 )  If thc '[Slare] Governmcn~, afier such inquiry as 11 may deem C O ~ I ~ I  and 

fit, is satisfied- supcrscssion oFlhr 
(a) that any of the du~ics imposed or powers conferred upon the Board. 

Board hy or undcr [his Act has no1 bcen performed o r  
exercised or has bccn performed or exercised in an impcrfecr, 

. . 
, . 

ineficient or unsuilable manncr, or 
(b) h a t  adcquale financial provision has nor bccn made for thc 

performance of any such dury or for the proper niaintenance 
of the Mahaja~i Sadan. or 

'Sre loor-nore 3 on page 104. ufrte. 
:The Cdcurra Municipal Aci, 1913 (Ben. Acl 111 oi 1923) was rcpaled and rc-cnacred 

by rk Calculw Municipal ACI, 1951 (\Vc~i Bcn. Act .LWIII or 195 1). 
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(c) that  he Board has orhcrwise excecdcd or abused its powers, 

thc 'IS [arc] Government may, by notification in  the Oficitd Gazerre, 
declxc thc Board to be incompcrcnl or to havc exceeded or abused its 
powers, as ihc casc may be, and dircct that [he Board shalt besuperseded 
for such period not cxceeding six monrhs as may bc specified in tlte 
notiIicurir)n. 

(2) When the Board is superseded uodcr the provjsjonc o i  
sub-scclion ( I )- 

(a) all truslees and nlI rncmhers of any Comrni~ee appoin~ed 
by  he Board shall. rrom rhe dale or thc publication of the 
notilicalion under 1ba1 sub-secrion, vacarc their offices as 
sucli truslccs and rncmkrs, 

(h) a l l  powers and duties of the Board shall, during rhc pc r id  
of supersession. bc cxcrcised and performed by such pcrson 
or pcrsons 3s the '[SIIIC] Gnvernrnent may appoint in  this 
behalf, 

(c) all funds and other properly vcslcd in [he Board shdI, during 
thc period oisupcrsession, vest in '[Srate] Govemncnr, and 

(d) before the expiration of rhe period of supersession the Board 
shall be reconsliluicd in accordance with rhc provisions of 
section 4. 

V~Iidzl ion. 16. No acl done or procetdings raken under rlis Act shall he invalid 
mcrely by reason or- 

(a) the exis~cncc of any vacancy or nny defect in rhc constitution 
OF rhc B o d  or any Co~nrni~tcc appointed by ~ h c  Board, 

(b) any person hvin,p ceased 10 be a m s ~ c c  or a member of any 
Committee, or 

(c) any omission, defect or irrcgularily no1 affecting the merits 
of Lhe casc. 

PO\VC~ or 17. ( I )  Thc '[Slate] Govcrnmenr may dtcr previous publjcauon 
Stac 
Gownutwnl rnakc ?rules for carrying out the purposcs of h i s  Act. 
lo mike 
N ~ C S .  

(2) In parlicular and withoul prcjudice to thc gcncrali~y of the 
foregoing power, such rules may provide Tor all or any of Ihc InlIorving 
matters, nnmey:- 

(a) rhc number, and rhc manner of selection and appointment, 
of msrces including ex-oflcio trusrees, and the periods of 
time for which such mstccs shall hold oliice, 

'See Fool-notc 3 on pape 109, arlrc, 

'For rhc M;lh;rjali Sadan Rules. 1956, rmde under s. 17 ofthc ACI, see Norificalion 
No. 41Ci7J,, dated [he 24th Jl~ly. 1956. publihcd in Pm 1 of lhc Colcrrrrtl Gurcfre. dalrd 
rhr 26th luly, 1956. p n g  1837. 
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(b) thc circunisranccs in which and [he authority by which a 
rruslee appoint4 under sccrion 4 may bc removed, 

(c) thc manner in which and thc au~hority by which a vacancy 
in the officc of a trustee appointed under seclion 4 shall bc 
fillcd, 

(d) the minimurn numbcr of mccrings of the Board during any 
y car, 

(c) llie lnslnncr in which a majority dccision of thc lruslee shall 
be obraincd by circula~ion to thc rrustees or llie mattcr 
requiring decision, 

(F) thc appoin tmcn~ of Committees and thc dclega~ion rherelo 
of any powcrs exercisable by rhc Board under this Acl. 

(6)  he ereclinn, cquipmenl, maintenance and nianagcmenl of 
~ h c  Mahajnd Sadan, 

( h )  the purposcs Ibr which and h e  rnanncr in which ~ h u  Mahaja~i 
Sadan or any properly or fund hcld for the purposes of ~ h c  
Mahajari Sadan shall be uscd and applicd, 

( i )  the form of accounts to be kepi hg !he truslecs, and [he audiL 
and puh1ic;ruon or such accounts, and 

Cj) tlle appointmcn[, remuneration and conditions or service or 
officers and scrvants crnployed by ~ h c  Board. 

(3) All rulcs made undcr h i s  section shall be published in lhc OJicciul 
Gazerre and on such publication shall  have ef rcc~ as if they wcrc enacrcd 
i n  this Acl. 

18. Subjecl lo such rules as may be rnadc undcr section 17, the Polc ror  
the Bovd 

Board may. rvirh rhc previous sanc~ion of  thc 'IState] Governrnenl, ,,,,*, 
makc rcgulatic~ns to provide for all or any of the following malters, regulalions. 

n:lmcly :- 

(a) the appoin~ment O F  dntcs, limes and places for mcclings of 
ihc Board and of the Con~mirlccs, the manner in  which 
such mee~ings shall be convened, the quorum ncccssary 
for  rans sac ti on o f  husincss and thc procedurc a1 such 
mcciings, 

(b) defining the powcrs and duties or Lhe Secretary of thc 
B o.ud. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 

(a) Prcmises No. 16, Chittaranjan Avenuc in Calcutta, being all that 
piecc or parccI or plot of rent-frec land measuring 1 bigha 19 cottahs 4 
chiuaks 34 square feel more or Icss sirualc on the cast sidc of the 
Chiuaranjan Avenuc in lhe [own of Calcutta bounded in [he foIlowing 
manner, thar is to say, an thc Nor111 by M i ~ r a  Lane, on thc Sorrrfr by 
Munshi Sadaruddin Lane, on ihc East by a passage betwccn this plot 
and the plot of land now in the occuparion of Burrabazar Yubak Sabha 
and their Gymnasium and on the CVesr by Chiitaranjrrn Avcnue, 

(b) logcther wilh all buildings, srruclures and erec~ions slanding or 
being on the said land, which said premises and buildings are commonly ' 

known as rhc Mahajali Sadan, and 
(c) togelher with all rights, easements and appurtenances what- 

soever belonging or altached or appurtenanl to the said land, buildings, 
structures and ercclions or hcld or enjoyed thcrerui~h. 

TIE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

The Mahajari Sadan may, i t~ter  alia, bc used for the following 
purposes, that is lo say:- 

( 1 )  A hall to be ereclcd wilhin the building, Mahaiati Sadnn, 
Inay be uscd for holding public mectings and leclures to 
educalc and enlighten the members of the public, and 
particularly the cilizens of Calculta, in [he presenl day civic, 
municipal or other cultural and political problems as dso 
for holding such other lcctures and discourses as may 
bc beneficial lo the mcntal and moral ourlook of the cirizcns 
of Calcutta a n  reasonable terms and conditions and on 
paymenr of a. reasonable Tcc or renl herefor to covcr the 
cost OF min~enancc and deprccia~ion charges. 

(2) Accon~modation may be provided in a part of the said 
building Tor a big library containing lileralu~e on all subjecls 
or inrercsr lo thc cirizens of Calcutta and i n  as many 
languages as possible rvjrh books or reference for h c  free 
use of the lilcralc citizens of Ihc city oiCalculla. 

(3) Suirablc porlions of the said building may be- 
(;I) used ro accommadatc a club or association for [he 

physical culrurc of such members of thc public of 
Cnlcu~ra as may choose to join the same, with pcrmjssion 
to such club or associarion lo use and utilisc a portion 
of the grounds of the Mahajau Sadan remaining apen 
and available for such use; 
I * * * X * * * * 
I *  * * * * * -  * * 


