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West Bengal Act XXII of 1950

THE WEST BENGAL ANIMAL SLAUGHTER
CONTROL ACT, 1950.

AMENDED .. West Ben. Act XIX of 1979.
[6th April, 1950.]
An Act to conirol the slaughter of certain animals.

WHEREAS it is expedient io conirol the slaughter of centain animals with
a view ta increase the supply of milk and to avoid the wastage of animal
power necessary for improvement of agriculture;

It is hereby enacled as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Animal Slaughter
Contral Act, 1950.

(2} Itextends to the whole of West Bengal.

(3) It shall come into *force on such date or dates as the State
Government may, by nolification in the Official Gazetre, appoint and
different dates may be appointed for different parts of West Bengal.

2. This Act applies to the animals specified in the Schedule.

3. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context,—
(i) “animal” means an animal to which this Act applics;
(ii) “Calcutta” has the same meaning as in clause (11) of
seetion 3 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923%
(it} "'President” means,—
(a) inrelaton to a municipalily, any person presiding over
the affairs of any municipal authority, and
(b} inrelation to a Panchayat Sanisi, any person presiding
over the affairs of any Punchayat Samiti,
by whatever name called, and includes any person
nominated by him for the purposes of this Act;
(iv) "prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

'For Statememt of Objectand Reasons, see \he Cafcuria Gozetie, Extraardinary, daoted the
21st Janvary, 1950, Pt, TV, page 85; for proccedings of the West Bengal Legislalive
Assembly, see the proceedings of the meeting of the Wes) Bengal Legislative Assembly, held
on the 141h February, 1950.

*The Act came inlo force in Calenita and several municipalities on the 15th March, 1952,
vide notilicatton No. 639, dated the 1st February, 1952, published in the Calcuita Gazeite,
Extraardinary, doted the 13th March, 1952, Pan I, page 455. I also came into force in the
Kalimpong Municipality, vide notilication No. 7884 Very ., daled 5th Avgust, 1953, published
in the Calcutta Gazette, Exiraordinary, 1953, Part I, pagc 965,

'The Caleutta Municipal Act, 1923 (Bea. Act ITT of 1923) was repealed and re-enacled
by the Calcutia Municipal Act, 1951 (West Ben. Act XXXIII of 1951),

“Clawse (jii) was substimuted for the original clause by s, 2(a) ol the West Bengal Animal
Slaughter Control fAmendment) Act. 1979 {Wesl Ben. Act XIX of 1979,
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The West Bengal Antimal Slanghter Control
Act, 1950,

[West Ben. Act
{Secrion 4.}

'(v) "Veterinary Surgeon” means,—
(a) inareasotherthan Calcutta, a Veterinary Surgeon, and

(b) in Calculla, a Veterinary Surgeon of the Directorate of
Velerinary Services, Government of West Bengal,
acting within the local limits of his jurisdiction, and

(vi) "Velcrinarsr Officer” means—

(a) in areas other than Calcutta, a District Vetennary
Officer, and

{(b) in Calcutla, a Superintendent of Veterinary Services
(Headquarters) of the West Bengal Civil Veterinary
Department acting within the local limits of his
jurisdiction.

4. (1) Notwithstanding anything in any ather law for the time being
in force or in any usage to ihe contrary, no person shiall slaughler any
animal unlcss he has oblained in respecet thereof a certificate under sub-
section (2) or sub-section (3) that the animal is fit for slaughler.

(2} *[The Presidem of a municipality or a Panchayar Sumiti, as the
case may be, and the Velcrinary Surgeon] may issue a certificale under
their joint signatures that an animai is fit for slaughter if they are both of
opinion (which shall be recorded) thal—

(a) the animal is over fourteen ycars of age and unhit for work or
breeding, or

(b) the animal has become permanently incapacitated [rom
work or breeding due to age, injury, deformity or any
incurable discase.

(3) Where there is a dilference of opinion between *[the President of
a municipality or a Panchayat Sawiti, as the case may be, and the
Veterinary Surgeon] as to the issue of a certificale under sub-section (2},
the matter shall be referred to the Veterinary Officer and a certificate shall

- be issued or refused according as the Veterinary Officer is of opinion that

the animal is fil 10 be slaughtered or is not so fit.

(4) Where under sub-section (3) a certificate is issued or refuscd, the
order granting or refusing issue of the certificate shall be signed by the
Velerinary Officer.

IClause (v) was substituted for the original clanse by s. 2(b) of the West Bengal Animal
Stavghter Control {Amendment) Act. 1979 {West Ben. Acl XIX of 1979).

*The words within the square brackets were substiluied for the words “The President of
a municipality and the Veterinary Assistant Surpeon™ by s, 3a), ibid.

"The words within the square brackels were substituied (or the words “the President of
a mumicinnlity and the VeleAanare Asciaant Sueepan” bv s Wh. thid.



The West Bengal Animal Siaughter Control
Act, 1950,

XX of 1950.]

Act V of
1393,

{Sections 5-8.)

{5) Any personaggrieved by therclusalioissue acertilicate underthis
section may, within fifteen days from the date of communication to him of
such reflusal, appeal 1o the Siate Government against the order of refusal,
and the Statec Government may pass such orders thereon as it thinks fit.

(6) The State Government may, at any lime for the purpose of
satisfying itselfas to the legality or propricty of any action taken under this
section, call for and examine the record of any case, and may pass such
orders thereon as il thinks fit.

(7) Subject 1o the provisions of this section, any action taken under
this section shall be final and shall not be called in question in any court.

5. No animal in respect of which a certificate has been issued under
section 4 shall be slaughiered in any place other than a place prescribed in
this behalf.

6. (1) Forthe purposes of enforcing the provisions of this Act, [the
President of a municipality or a Panchayar Samiti, as the case may be, or
the Veterinary Surgeon or any person] authorised by the Veterinary
Assistant Surgeon in writing in this behalf shall have power to enter and
inspect any premises within the local limits of his jurisdiction where he has
reason (o believe (hal an offence under Lhis Act has been oris likely to be
committed.

(2) Every personinoccupation of any such premises as is specified in
sub-section (1) shall allow *[the President of 2 municipality ora Panchayat
Semiti, the Veterinary Surgeon] or the person authorised, as the case may
be, such access to the premises as he may require for the aforesaid purpose,
andshall answer any question put to him by *fthe President ofa municipality
or a Panchayat Sumiti, the Veterinary Surgeon] or the person authorised,
as the case may be, 10 the best of his knowledge or belicf.

7. Whoever contravenes any of the provisions contained in this Act
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six
months, or with fine which may extend 1o ane thausand rupees, or with
both.

8. Notwithstanding anything conlained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898, all offences under this Act shall be cognizable.

"The words within the square brockets were substituled for the words “the Presideni of
a municipality or the Veterinary Assistanl Surgeon or any person™ by s. 4(a) of the Wesl
Benpal Animal S1aughter Contral (Amendment) Act, 1979 (West Ben. Acl XIX of 1979).

*The words within the square brackeis were substituted for the words “the President of
a municioality. the Velennary Assislant Surgeon”™ by s dihy. ifid
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Act, 1950,

[West Ben. Act
{Sections 9-14.)

Abetments 9. Whoever abets any offence punishable under this Act or attempts
:{:gmms to commit any such offence shall be punished with the punishment

provided in this Act for such offence.

Officers 10. '[AllPresidents of inunicipalities or Panchayai Samitis, Velerinary
;’;f\',z'r?“g Surgeons], Veterinary Officers and other persons exercising powers under

under this this Act shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning of

Act deemed : : Act XLV of
lobe public  SECLION 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 60,
Senvanis,

Protcction of 11. No suil, prosecution or ather legal proceeding shall be instituted
Eﬁﬁfﬁg";l against any person for anything which is in gaod faith done or intended to

good faith. be done under Lhis Act or the rules made thereunder.

Power 1o 12. The Siate Government may, by general or special order and
5,'[‘;',‘,‘,,,”0,,5, subjecl 10 such conditions as it may think fit Lo impose, cxempt from the

opcration of this Act the slaughter of any animal for any religious,
medicinal or rescarch purposes.

L’;};hi:igﬂs 13. The State Governmentmay, by nolification in the Official Gazette,
delegale o any officer of State Government all or any of its powers or
{unctions under sub-sections (5) and (6} of section 4, or seclion 12,

Ef'::;:fr:ﬁes 14. (I} The State Government may, by natification in the Official

Gazette, make ’rules to carry out the purposes of this Act.

"The words within the square brackels were substituted for the words “Ail Presidents af
municipalilies. Yeterinary Assisianl Surgeons™ by s. 5 of the West Bengal Animal Slaughier
Control { Amendment) Act. |979 {West Ben. Act XIX of 1979),

*1) For delegation of powers and funcrions under section 12 af the Act—

{a) 1o certain officers in respect of certain aneas, sce notification No. 2151 Very.,
dated 19.3.52, published in the Cufcuru Gazente, of 1952, Par 1, page 3369.

{b} totheSubdivisiona Officer, Kalimpong, inrnespect of Kalimpong Municipality.
see notification No. $159 Vely., dated 11.8.53, published in the Calenria
Gazeite. Extraordinary of 1953, Part [, page 966.

(c) rtothe Supenntendent of Veterinary Services, Eastemn Range and the Assistant
Professor of Comparative Analamy, ree notificaiion No, 6709 Vely., daled
31.7.54. published in the Caleutte Guzerte, Extraordinary ol 1954, Pan I,
pages 1075-1076. 25 subsequentty amended froin time 1o time.

{2) For delcpation of powers and functions under sub-scctions (5) and {6} of section 4
of the Acl—

(a) to the Joint Direetor of Velennary Services. Wesl Bengal, see notification
No. 9437 Vety., daied [0.11.54. published in the Cafeutta Gazetie of 1954,
Part I, page 3870.

(b} w the Dircclor of Verternnary Scrvices and Animal Husbandry, Wesl
Bengal, see notification No, 1539 Vety., dated 10.2.52, published in the
Cualcurta Gazette of 1952, Pan 1, page 909.

IFor the West Benpal Animal Slaugher Control Rules, 1950, see nolificalion No. 8794
Very..dated 2.1 [.51, published inthe Cafcurta Gazerre of 1951, Part . pages 3205-3210, as

cukeamiantly amended fram time s me
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XXII of 1950.]
(The Schedule. }

(2) Inpanicularand without prejudice 1o the generality of the forcgoing
power, such rules may provide for—

(a) the form and manner in which applications for certificates
under section 4 shall be made;

(b) the fees payable for any certificate which may be issued
under section 4 and the form of such certificates;

Yc) thetime and the places at which animals may be slaughtered
in a municipality or a Block in pursuance of this Act;

(d) the conditions subject to which the slaughter of any animal
may be permitted under section 12.

THE SCHEDULE.

(See section 2.}

Bulls.

Bullocks.

Cows.

Calves.

Male and female buffaloes.
Buffalo calves.

Castrated buffaloes.

Clause (c) wasinseried by s. 6o the West Bengal Animal SlaughierContro) {Amendment}
Act, 1979 (West Ben. Act XIX of 1979}





