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West Bengal Act LV of 195Q1 
THE WEST BENGAL PROHLBITION OF SMOKING 

IN SHOW HOUSES AND PUBLIC HALLS 
ACT, 1950. 

WHERFAS i l  is cxpedienc to prohibit smoking i n  show houscs and public 
halIs in Wesr Bcngal; 

11 i s  hcrcby enac~ed as follows:- 

1. ( I )  This Act may be called rhe Wcst Bengal Prohibition of Shnn ~ i ~ l c .  , .  
extcnr and ,- . 

Smoking in  Show Houses and Public Halls Acr, 1950. commcnce- 

(31 Ilshallcome into Torcc on suchdare as- rhc Stale Government may, 
by notilicalion in the Oflciar Gazeac, appoint. 

2. In !his Act,-- kfinilions. 

(a) "slnw house" mcans any building, orany roofed andencloscd ! 
s~ruccure, uscd ordinarily or occasionally Tor d~edemonsiralion I 

orexhihition to h e  public, whethcr on payment or ofierwise, 
of cinemalographic films, dramatical, pantomirnc, or musical 
performances, dances, physical fears of human beings ur 
nnimals,conjuringIrick~orslzigl~~s of hand, boxing, wesrling, 
skating, billiards or tablc-tcnnis compe~itions, or any other 
indoor amusement or divcrsion whalsover; 

(b) "public hall" mcans a chamber or hall used ordinariIy or 
, . occasionally as a place of public asscmbly or meeting. 

3. Whoever smokes. during a demonsua~on. exhibilion or meeting. F;z!f?; 
in any pan of a show house or pubtic hall rcscrved for ~ h c  audicnce or thc ,how how, 
speclators shall bc punishable with iinc which for a firs! offence may md public 

halls. 
cxtr nd 10 rwcnry-five rupees and For asccond of subsequent offence to one 
hundred rupccs. 

4. Any policc officer not below rhc rank oFsub-inspector may arrest Power 10 
arrest without wmanl any person cornmilling in his prescncc an oficncc under wihour 

seclion 3. w m l .  

'For SiatemcnL of Objtc~s md Rcuons, see 1l1c Cnlcutm Cuzerte, Errr~ordir~clry ddarcd 
the 12ihScp1ernbrr. 1950. PI. IV, page 1155: for Procccdin~so~thc IVcst BcngdLPgisla~ivc 
Asscn~bly, see ~ h c  Pmcccdings of h e  mecrings otthc WCSI B ~ n g d  Lcgislmive Assembly, 
hcld on the 2Rh and 29h Srpleinhcr, 1950. 

'This Acr csme into lorcconthe 1sr Doccmlxr, 19504 vide no~ilication No. PH. 286Y1R- 
13\50, darcd ~ h z  ?41h Novcrnkr. 1950. pubIishcd in rhc Calcurr~ Gr~zerte, Er~raorrli~rory. o l  
1950, P m  1. p q c  1491. 



Powcr lo 
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Tfie Wesr Berrgal P~nlrihirios of Ssioki~rg in Sho~v 
Hoirses ntrd Plrblir Halls Act, 1950. 

[West Ben. Act LV of 1950.1 

(Sections 5, 6.) 

5. ( I )  Every pcrson responsible lor rhc rnanagemcnr o r  a 
demons\ration or cxllibi~ion in a show housc and cvery person who 
con~mls rhc dclihcrarions of  n public asscmbly or mcc~ing in a public hall, 
shall bring to Ihc nor iceofthc audience or rhcspec tators, by posting notices 
promjnen~ly or by exhibiting slides, that any person srnoking during a 
demonsbarion, exhibiBon or rnee1in.g in any par1 of such show housc or 
public hnll rcscrved for rhc audience or spectators shall bc liable to arresl 
wi~hout w,wanI and 10 finc. 

(2) Whocvcr conrravencs rhc provisions of sub-section ( 1 )  shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend lo LCly rupees. 

6. T\le Srarc Governmcnt or any orliccr of the Siaic Govcrnmen~ 
authoriscd in this behnlf may, by gcncnl or spccial order in writing, dircct 
that rhc provisinns oflhis A d  shatl nor apply in rcspcctof any show housc 
or public hall or any demonslra~ion, exhibition or public mcc~ing [herein. 




