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0 
West Bengal Act XXIII of 1951' 

THE COOCH BEHAR DISTURBANCES ENQUIRY 
ACT, 1951. 

Art Act 10 vest u c e r a i r ~  Jlrdicial OJicer oppoir~red rttrder a Resolrrtiotl 
of the Srorc Goverturrenf tvirh  he powers of a Civil Corirr while 
holdirig at1 crrqrrit-y i ~ i  prrrsrratrce of rlrar Resolrrriori. 

WHERE~S il is expedienl lo vcsr Judicial Officer, appointcd undcr 
Resolution of [he Government of Wcst Bcngal, in the Home Depanmenr 
No. 2 144 PI, da~cd rhc 29rh May, 195 t , with the powers of a Civil Court, 
while holding an enquiry i n  pursunncc oC that Resolution; 

11 is hereby enac~ed as follows:- 

1. ( 1 )  This Act may be called the Cooch Bchar Disturbances 
Enquiry Acl, 1951. 

Wcsi Ben. (2) It shall come inro force immediately on the Cooch Behar 
'*.IV " Dislrubanccs Enquiry Ordinance, 195 1, ceasing to openre. 1951- 

2. Thc Judicial Officer, l o  w i ~  [he Hon'ble Mr. Justicc S.  N. Guhn 
Ray of ~ h c  High Coun at Calculta, appoinred under Resolu~ion 01 thc 
Govemmen~ of Wcsl Bcngal, in the Home Deparlmenl No. 2144-PI ., 
daied ihe 29th May, 1951, shall, while holding an enquiry in pursuance 
of that Resolution,- 

(i) have all [he powers or  a Civil Courr for the purposes of 
receiving evidence, adrninistcring oaths, cnrorcing the 
n~~cndance of wilnesses, and compclling rhc discovery and 
production of documenrs, and shall be deemed [o be a Civil 
Courr within ~ h c  meaning of section 480. 481 and 482 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, and 

(ii) shall funhermorc havc thc samc powers of dealing with any 
con[empl of himscIror in  respec[ of any proceedings before 
him, as if he were a High Courl referred to in articlc 214 
of the Constitution OF India. 

3. Exccpl in a prosecution for giving Calsc cvidcncc, and except 
1 o r  1872, as provided in ~ h c  Indian Evidence ACI, 1872, no statement madc by 

a person in  the course of giving evidence before the Judicial Oificcr 
referred to in section 2 shall suhjcct such person to, or be used against 
such person in any civil or criminal procccdings: 

Providcd that such slarernenl- 
(a) is onc which the said Judicial Oiiiccr pcrmi~s or rcquircs 

10 bc madc hcfore him by such person; and 
(b) is relevan~ to thc subjccl-marter o f  the enquiry. . 
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'For Sralcnicnl of Objcuts and Reasons. see lhc Cr~lurrrrt~ G(iielte. Errmordirmp, 
dared ~ h c  l21h Scprcrnber, 195 1 .  Pan lV, paEc 1 la; lor procccdings 01 ~hc \Vest Bengal 
Lcgislarivc Assc~nbly, re6 the Proceedings or Ihc meting of the R'ar Bengal Legislative 
Asscmhly. hcld on ~ h c  17h Szplrrnbcr. 1951. 
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Savings- 4. Any power cxcrciscd, any action taken or any~hing wharswvcr I 

donc undcr any provision OF the Cooch Bchar Dis~rubances Enquiry 
Ordinance, 1951, shall, on [he said Ordinance ceasing [o operate, be West Ben. 

Ord. 1V of deemed to have been excrcjscd. t d c n  or done undei the corresponding 195 
provision of [his Acl as ir [his Act had commenced on the 121h day 
of June, 1951. 




