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West Bengal Act XXXTV of 1954!

THE WEST BENGAL LIVESTOCK IMPROVEMENT
ACT, 1954.

|29th October, 1954.]
An Act 1o provide for the improvement of livestock in West Bengal.

It is hereby enacted in the Fifth Year of the Republic of India, by the
Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

I. (1) This Acl may be called the West Bengal Livestock
Improvement Act, 1954,

(2) Tiexiends to the whole of West Bengal.

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
COntext,—

(a) “adull person” means a person of or above the age of eighteen
years;

(b) “approved bull” means a bull cerlified as such under section
8 by the Livesiock Officer;

(c) "artificial insemination™ means the method of breeding
wlereby semen is collected from the male animal, held under
arlificial conditions outside the animal body anrd later
introduced into the femal animals;

-{d) “bull" means a male bovine animal above the age of 1wo
years, which has not been effectively castrated;

{¢) “calf'means amale bovine animal which is nol above the age
of 1wao years;

(f) “castration” means rendering a male animal incapable of
propagating its species;

(g) “Collecior”" means the Collector of the district and includes
an Additional Collector or a Deputy Collector to whom the
Collector of the district may, by a written order, delegate his
powers under this Act;

'For Stalement of Objecis and Reasons, see 1he Calcuira Gazeste, Extraordinary, daled
the 13th August, 1954, Part TV A, page | 112: for proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative
Asscmbly. see the procecdings of the meeling of The Wesi Bengal Legislative Assembly
held on the 16th Scpiember, 1954: and for procecdings of the West Bengal Lepislative
Council, see the proceedings of the meeling of the West Bengal Legislative Council held
on the 28th Sepiember, 1954,
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The West Bengal Livestock Improvement Act, 1954,

[West Ben. Act

{Sections 3, 4.)

(h) “dedicated bull” means a bull dedicated 1o the public in goed
faith by a person in accordance with any religicus custom or
usage;

(i) “Director"meansanofficerappointed by the State Governiment
asthe Director of Veterinary Services and Animal Husbandry;

() “Livestock Oificer” means an officer appointed by the State
Gavernmecnl 1o perform the funclions, and to exercise the
powers, of a Livestock Offiger under this Act;

(k) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

{) “specified area” means an acca which has been declared as
such by notiltcation under sub-scction (1} of section 3.

3. (1Y Where, in respeet of any arca within the State, the Stale
Government,—

{a) considers that it is desirable o take measures for the
improvement of livestock, and

{b) is satisfied that the number of bulls in the arca, which are fil
10 be certified as appraved bulls under section 8, is sufficient
to maintain the rate of propagation of the species, whether by
natural breeding or by artificial insemination aor by a
cambination of both methods,

the State Goverament may, by notilication in the Official Gazeite, declare
the area to be a specified area for the purposes of this Act and thereupon
the provisions of sections 4 to 25 (both inclusive) shall come into force in
such area.

Every such natiftcation shall be published by alfixing at ench police-
slation, sub-registry office and union board office within the specilied
area.

(2) The Staie Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazetre, cancel at any time a notihcation under sub-section (1) in respect
of the whole or part of any specified arca.

(3) The validity of a notification under sub-section (1) or sub-section

(2) shall not be called in question in any proceeding before a court or any
other authority,

4. No person may bring into a specified area from any place outside
it a bull other than an approved bull.
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XXXIV of 1954.]
(Sections 5-9.)

5. No person may, on the expiry of three months [rom the date of the LNC"LS";;“ o
netification under sub-section (1) of section 3, have or kecp in his  bullina
; : ; , . : ; ; specilied
possession, in Lhe specilied area, referred to in the notification, abull other  JFEs
than an approved bull. than an
. approved
buil.

6. Every person, whoon Lhe date of the issuc of the notification under E;.:Ii}r,vm
sub-gcclion (1} of seclion 3, has, in the specificd area reflerred 1o in the | jyvesiock
natification, in his posscssion a bull, shall, within one month of the date ~ ©Officer.
of the notification, and every person, who on suchdaie or subsequently has
in his posscssion in such arca a calf, shall, within one menth of the calf
altaining the age of two, give intimation in writing of such possession lo
the Livestock Offtcer,

7. Itthe Livestock Officer receives from a person in possessionofa  Power of :
bull intimation of such possession, or if he has reason ta belicve that any Ié}‘}f,f;ﬁt f
person in the specified area has in his possession a bull, he may, by order rcﬁirc .
in writing, require such person to produce the bull for his inspection on a Efbu"}fl}g? '
dalc, al a time and at a placc wilhia three miles of the residence of such  inspection.
person specified in such order; and such person shall thereupon produce :
the bull for the inspection of the Livestock Officer on such date and a such ;
time and place, and rerder the Livestock Officer all reasonable assistance i

in connection with such inspection.

8. If, oninspection of abull, the Livestock Officer is satisfied that the  Power of

Livesiock
bull— Officer 10
(#) is not of a breed which it is undesirable 10 propagate in the ~ cenily b"‘c'd
. 4S5 APProy
specilied area; bull?P

(b} is capable of being used for breeding purposcs;

{¢) is not of defective or irferior conformation and not likely 10
propagate delcctive or inferior progeny; and

(d) is [ree from incurable, infectious, contagious or heritable
discase;

the Livesteck Officer shall certify the bult 1o be an approved bull ard causc
1 be branded with a prescribed mark and have an identifying number
11toocd on its body in the prescribed manner.

9. (1) If, on inspeclion of a bull, the Livestock Officer is satisfied  Powertwo
that the bull is not fit to be cerified as an approved bull under section 8, ﬁﬁ;’:?&"ﬁ'
the Livestack Officer shall, by order in writing, direct the owner or the  ¢astricd.
person in possession of the bull 10 have it effectively castrated and to
produce it for inspeclion after such castration within atime specified in the

order, provided that such period of time shall not be tess than six weeks.
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[West Ben. Act

{Sectians 10-14.}

(2) The owner or the person in possession of a butl, who has been so
directed under sub-section{1), shall have the bull cffectively castrated and
produce it before the Livestock Officer within the time specified in Lhe
order in writing,

(3) Ilthe owner or the person in posscssion of the bull fails to comply
wilh an order under sub-section (1), the Livestock Officer shall have the
power o seize the bull and 1o have it effeclively castrated,

10. Any person in a specified area who owns a calf or a bull, may
produce it before the Livesiock Officer and request him to have the animal
castrated. On receiving such a request the Livestock Officer shall, unless
he has reason to think that caslration will be injurious to the health of the
animal, have it castrated free of charge.

11. Whenever the Livestock Officer has a calf or a bull castrated in
pursuance of the foregoing seclions, he shafl have the animal branded in
the prescribed manner.

12. No person in a specified arca, may dedicate a bull, other than an
approved bull, lo the public in accordance with any religious custom or
usage or otherwise,

13. (1) The Livestock Officer shall have powers of seizing and
inspecting a dedicated bull, if it is not an approved bull.

(2) If,onsuchinspeciion, heconsiders the bull to be fit for certification
as an approved bull, he shall cerify and brand the bull in the prescribed
manner ard may entrust the bull 1o the custody of any persen for care and
mainignance:

Provided that where the Livestock Officer certifies a dedicated bull as
an approved bull and entrusts it to the custedy of any person, no fees may
be charged by any person for breeding service by such a bull.

(3) I, oninspection ofadedicated bull, 1the Livestock Officer considers
the bull to be not fit for certification as an approved bull, he shall have the
bull removed from the specified area to a place or institulion outside such
area, approved of by the Director for the carc and maintenance of such
buils,

14, (1) Ifthe Livestock Officer has reason (o believe that a bull, nat
being a dedicaled bull, has no owner, or has heen abandoned by ils owner,
he shall have the power 1o seize and inspect the bull,

(2) (a) If, on inspection, he is satisfied that the bull is fit for
cerlificationas an approved bull, he shall certify and brand the bull and alsc
issue a notice in the prescribed manner, calling upon the owner of the bull,
if any, to file a ¢laim within a speeified period of Wme which shall not be
less than filteen days.
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(Secrions 15, 16.)

(b} If a claim is filed within the specified period and, if on making
suchenquirics as may be considered necessary, Lhe Liveslock Officer finds
that the claim has been substantiated, he shall cause the bull Lo be refurned
to the claiman en the claimani making payment of such amount not
exceeding twenly rupees, as the Livestock Officer may direct, on accounl
of the costs of the seizure and maintenance of the bull and the publication
of 1he notice under ¢lause {a).

{c) If no claim is filed, orif the Livestock Officer, afler making such
enquirics as may be considered necessary, rejects the claim, or if the
claimant fails (o pay the amount which Lhe Livestock Officer has directed
him to pay under clause {b), the Livestock OfTicer shall direct that the bull
be forfeited 1o Government.

(3} (2) If,oninspeclion, the Livestock Officer is satisfied that the bull
is net I to be certilicd as an approved bull, he shall have the bull castrated
and branded in the preseribed manner and sell it by public auction and keep
ihe sale-procecds in deposit.

(b} Any personclaiming to be the owner of the bull so seized and soid,
may file aclaim before the Livestock Officer wilhin three months from the
date of the sale.

(c) II, on making such enquiries as may be considered necessary, the
Livestock Officer finds that the claim has been subsiantiated, he shall
dircet the sale-proceeds to be paid to the claimant after deduction of an
amount, not exceeding filly rupecs, as he may assess as the expenditure
incurred forthe seizure and maintenance of the bull, the publication of the
notice and 1he holding of the auclion under clause (a).

{d) Ifnoclaim is filed within the period of three months from the date
of sale, or if on making such enquiries as may be considered necessary the
Livestock Officer finds that the claim has not been substantiated, the
Livestock Officer shall direct that the sale-proceeds be forfeited 1o
Government. '

15. The Livestock Officer or any other person authorised by him in
writing in this behalf may inspect any bull in a specified area, in order 1o
ascertain whether such bull is an approved bull or whether it has been
castraled and branded or tatioced in such manner as is required under this
Act.

16, The Livestock Officer may by order in wriling require any person
1o allow bulls, cows and calves in his possession te be vaccinated or
inoculated against an infectious or contagious disease cither by the
Livestock Officer himself or by any other person authonsed by him in
wriling in this behall,
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The West Bengal Livestack Improvement Act, 1954,

[West Ben. Act

(Sections 17-19.)

17. The Livesiock Officer or any person authorised by him in writing
under section |5 or seclion 16 may enler any premises, after informing an
adult male person residenl or in charge of such premises, at any time
between sun-rise and sun-set for the purpose of inspecting, branding or
tattooing or inoculating or vaccinaling any bulls, cows or calves.

18. (1) Any person, who is aggrieved by an order of the Livestock
Officer refusing to certify a bull as an approved buil under section 8 or by
an order of the Livestock Officer under section 9 directing him to have the
bull castraied, may file an appeal in the prescribed manner before the
Director within thirty days of the date of the order.

(2) On such an appeal being filed before the Director, the Director
may direct the stay of the operation of the order of the Livestock Officer
until the disposal of the appeal.

(3) The Dircctor shall call for a report from the Livestock Officer and
may direct a local enquiry to be made by an officer, other than the officer
from whose order the appeal is filed, appointed by him in this behalf.

(4} The Dircclor shall, after considering the report of the Livestock
Officer and the report of the local enquiry, if any, and afier giving the
appellant an opportunity of being heard, either allow or reject the appeal
and pass such conscquential orders, if any, as he deems necessary.

19. (1) Any person who is aggrieved by an order of the Livestock
Officer as to the amaunt to be paid by him under clause (b) of sub-section
(2) of section 14 or the amount which the Livestock Qfficer has directed
10 be deducted from the sale proceeds af the bull under clause (c) of
sub-section (3) of seclion 14, or an order under clause (¢) of sub-section (2)
of seclion 14 rejecting his claim and forfeiting the bull 10 Government,
may, within thirly days from the date of the order, file an appeal before the
Collector in the prescribed manner.

(2) On such an appeal being filed befare the Collector, the Collector
may direct the stay of the operation of the order of the Livestock OFficer
until the disposal of the appeal.

(3) The Collector shall call for a report from the Livestock Officer
and may dircet alocal enquiry to be made by an officer appointed by him
in this behall’

(4) The Collector, alter considering the report of the Livestock
Officer and the report of the local enquiry, if any, shall pass orders
conlirming, vacaling or modifying the order of the Livestock Officer.
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(Secrions 20-23.)

20. No person shall wilfully obstruct the Director, the Collector, the
Livestock Qfficer, or any person acling under the direciion of the Direclor,
the Collector or the authorised elficer or any person authorised by 1he
Livestock QOfficer under section 15 or section 16 in the performance of any
functions or duties or in the exercise of any powers under this Act.

21. Nopersonmay, without law{ul authority, brand or 1atico a bovine
animal in a manner or with a mark resembling the prescribed manner or the
prescribed mark.,

22. Whoever contravenes any of the provisions of this Act or of any
rules {ramed thereunder shall be punishable with fine which may extend
to one hundred rupees, and in the case of a second or any subsequent
offence with {ine which may extend (o five hundred rupecs.

23. NoMagistrate or Court shall take cognizance bfany offence under
this Acl except upon a complaint made in wriling by the Direcior or the
Colleclor or the Livestock Officer.

24. No suit, prosecution or other preceedings shall lie against a
servant of Lhe State Government for any act done in good faith under this
Act or the rules made thercunder.

25, (1) The Siate Government may make rules for carrying out the
purposes of this Act.

(2) Inparticularand without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely:— '

(a) anything required to be prescribed under this Act;

{b) the manner in which a written order under section 7, sub-
scction (1) of section 9 and section 16 shall be served on the
person concerned,

{c) the manner in which notices under clause (&) of sub-section
(2) of section 14 shall be published:

(d) the manner in which animals should be branded or 1attooed
under section 8, section 11, sub-section (2) of section 13,
clause (a) of sub-section (2) of section 14 and clause (a) of
sub-seclion (3) of section 14; and

(e} thcmannerin whichappeals shall be filed before the Director
or the Collector, as the case may be, under section 18 and
section 19 and the fees 1o be paid for such appeals.
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