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West Bengal Act V of 1955!

THE WEST BENGAL LIFTS AND ESCALATORS
ACT, 1955.

West Ben. Act XXII of 1958,
AMENDED .. West Ben. Act XXIII of 1961,
Wost Ben. Act XVII of 1975,

b
ol

[28¢ March, 1955.]

An Act to provide for the regulation of the installation, maintenance
and safe working of lifts and escalaters in West Bengal and of all
machinery and apparaius periuining fo such 1ifts and escaluators.

It is hereby enacted in the Sixth Year of the Republic of India, by the
Legislature of West Bengal, as lollows:—

1. (1} This Actmay be called the West Bengal Lifts and Escalators
Act, 1935,

(2) It exiends w the whole of West Bengal.

(3) Tt shall come into *force on such date as the Stale Government
may, by notificalion in the Official Gazette, appoint.

{4) Nothing in this Acl shall apply 10 any lift or escalalor in any

XXXVof mine within the meaning of the Mines Act, 1952, orto any lift or escalator
1952, ; ' . ;

Lxiliof 1o which the provisions of the Faclorics Act, 1948, apply.

1944,

2. In this Act, unless the conlext otherwise requires,—

(a) “contract Joad” means Lthe load specified in the maker's
specification of a lift or an escalator as being the maximum
load which the lift or the escalatar is capable of carrying;

(b) “contract speed” means the speed specified in the maker's
specification of a lift or an escalator as being the maximum
speed which the kift or the escalator is capable of altaining
in the up direction with contract load;

(c) “counterweight” means the weight or scrics of weights to
counterbalance the weight of a lilt car and part of the load;

{d} “escalator” means a moving inclined continuous stairwvay
or runway used [or raising and Jowering passengers, which
is worked by power;

'For Statenweni af Objects and Reasons, see the Colcniia Guzette, Exiraordinery, dated
the 3rd February, 1956, PL IVA, page 106: lor proceedings of 1he West Bengal Legislative
Assembly, see the proceedings ol the meetings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly held
on the 23vd and 24th Febroary, 1955: and (or proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative
Cuouncil, see the proceedings of the ineeling of the West Benzal Legislative Council held
o the Ath March, 1955,

*This Acl camc inia force with effect from the st May, 1958, vide notification
No, 2031 M.P,, dated Z91h Apnil, 1958, published in the Calcutra Gozelie, Extraordinary, of
1958, Part I, page 1645,
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(Section 2.}

{e) "1™ means a hoisting and lowering mechanism equipped Tt
with a lift car which is designed 1o move in guides in a
substantially vertical direction and is worked by power;

"t

(6) “lift car™ tucludes (he platform, car frame and the enclosure
of alif car,

{gy “lift installation” wvsed in relation 1o a lift includcs the Lift
(that is to say the mechanism and the lifi car), the lift well,
the lift well enclosure and all ropes, cables, wires and plant
directly connected with the operation of the lilt;

(h) “lift well” means the unobsiructed space provided for the
movement of a 1ifi car and any connterweight and includes
the pit and the space for top clearance for the lifl car and the
counterweighl;

{i) “lilt well enclosure” includes any permanent substantial
structure which separates a lift well cither wholly or in par
from its surroundings;

'(i1) “owner of any premises” incledes a tenant or other person
in occupatien of the whole orany part of such premises who |
is authorised to instal or work or instal and work a 1ift I
theretn;

G} “pit” means the space in a lift well below the level of the
lIowest lift landing;

(k) "ptt depth” means the vertical distance between the Jevel of
the lowest lift funding and the bottom of pit;

(I) “power” means energy generated by electricity, water, oil,
gas, steam or any combination of them:

(m) “prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(n) “suspension ropes” means the ropes hy which a lift ear and
counterweight are suspended;

{0} “lop clearance” means—

(i} for a lilt car,—1he distance which the lift car floor can
iravel above the level of the highest lift landing without
any part of the lift car or its attachmenis coming into
contact with overhead structure or other obstruction,

(ii) for counterweighi—the distance between any parl of
the counterweight assembly and the nearest pan of the
overhead structure or any other obstruction when the
lift car ficor is levelled with the lowest 1ifi landing.

'Clanse {ia) was insened by s. 2 of the West Bengal 1.5 and Escalalors (Amendment) Act,
1961 {Wesl Ben, Acl XXM of 1961).



The West Bengal Lifts and Escalators Acr, 1955.

(Sections 3-5.)

3. The owner of any premises intending 10 nstal a lift in such
premises shall make an application Lo such officer as the State
Government may authoerise in this behalf, for ![permission to instal such
lift]. The application shall specify—

(a) the type of the lify,

(b) the contract speed of the lift,

{c) the contract load of the lifl in *[kilograms),

(d} the maximum number of persens which the 1ift can carry,

(e) the total weight of the lift car including the contract load,

(fy the weight of the counterweight,

(g) the number, descriplion, weight and size of the suspension
ropes,

(h) the pit depth,

(i) such other details of construction as may be prescribed
including in parlicular details regarding construction of the
overhead arrangement and the weight and size of the beams,

(i) such olher particulars as may be prescribed.
3k * * s %

4. On receipt of an application made under section 3 the officer
authorised under that section shall, after making such enquiry and
requiring the applicant to furnish such information (if any) as may be
necessary and aflter giving him an opportunity of being heard, either
grant or reluse the *[permission 1o instal the lift]. The permission granted
under this section shall be valid for such period as may be prescribed,
but inay be rencwed by the said officer from time to time on sufficient
cause being shown.

S. (1) The owner of any premises, who has been granted
*[permission under section 4 10 instal a lift in the permises] shall, within
onc month afier the *[compielion of the installation] of such lift, give o
the officer authorised in this behalf notice in writing of such completion
and shall make an application 1o him far license for working the [ift.

(2) An application for such license shall be in such form as may be
prescribed.

' These words within Lthe square brackets were substituied for e words “permission

le crect such 1t by 5. 3(1) of the West Bengal Lifis and Escalators ( Amcndment) Act, 1961
{West Ben. Act XX of 1961).

*The word within the square brackels was substituted for the word “pounds” by 5. 2 of the
West Bengal Lifis and Escalators (Amendment) Acl, 1575 (West Ben, Acl XVITof [975).

*The Explanation was omiued by 5. 3(2) of the West Bengal Lifts and Escalaiors
¢(Amendment} Act. 196] (West Ben. Act XX ol 1961).

“These words within the square brackets were substituled for the words “perinission to
crect Lthe 1if(” by s. 4, ibid.

“These words within the square brackets wene substituted for the words “permission to
erect alift under seclion 4" by s. 5(1), ibid.

“These words within the square brackels werne substiluted for the words “commpletion of Lhe
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[West Ben, Act.

{Sections 6-8.)

(3) Onreceipt of the application the officer referred to in sub-section
(1), alter making such enquiry as may be necessary, and after giving
the applicant an opportunily of being heard, may either grant the license
on such tenns and conditions as may be prescribed or refuse the grant
thercof,

(4) '{Such fce, not exceeding 1wo hundred rupees, as may be
prescribed] shall be paid along with such application, which shall not be
refunded whether the license is granled or not.

6. *[Such annual fee for renewal of license, not cxceeding *(one
hundred rupees), as may be prescribed shall be paid for working a lift in
any premises] and different annual license fees may be prescribed having
regard to the object or the purpose for which the lift is ordinarily used ar
for different kinds or classes of lifts,

7. Nolifi shall be worked except under a license granted under this
Act and in conformity with the terms and conditions of the license and
in accordance wilh such rules as may be prescribed in this behall:

Provided shat nothing in this section shall apply to a lift installed
before the commencement of this Act, for a period of *[six months] from
such commencement, or if an application for license is made within that
period in accordance wilh the provisions of 3[sub-section (1) of section
8], until such application is finally disposed of under the said seclion.

8. (B) YThe] owner of any premises in which a lift has been instalted
before the commencement of this Act. shall within *[six manths] from
such commencement apply for a license for the working of such Jift.

*1A) Withoul prejudice to the provisions of section 18, the owner
of any premises—
(a) in which a lifi has been installed but no license for the
working of the lift has been applicd for in accordance with
the provisions of this Act, or

'The words within the square brackels were substiluted for the words A fee of fifty rupees’
by s. 3 ofthe Wesi Beagal Lifis and Escalators {Amendment) Act, 1975 (West Ben. Act XVII
ol 1975).

*These waids within 1he square brackers weee substituted for the words “The owner of
any premises (@ whom a license 1o work a lift bas beea granted, shall pay suchannual lzcense
fee as may be prescribed” by 5. 6 of the West Benga Lifis and Escalalors (Amendment) Acl,
1961 {Wesl Ben. Acy XX11E of [961).

*The words within the brackets were subsiituted lor the words “fifty rupees” by s, $of the
Wes| Bengal Lifts and Escalotars (Amendment) Act. 1975 (West Ben. Act XVI[ ol 1975).

*These words wilhin the sqoare brackels were subsiituted with rerospective e(Tect for the
words "threc menths™ by s. 2(1) of the West Bengal Lifis and Escalators (Amendment) Act,
1958 (West Ben. Act XXII of [958).

*These words and figures within the square braekels were substituled with retrospectivi
clfect for the word and [igure “sectian 8" by s. 2(2), ibid.

*This word was substiluted with rerospective ellect for the words “Notwithstanding anything
containcd in seclions 4 and 5, the” by 5.3(1) (i). ibid.

*Substituted with reirospeciive effect fos the words "three months” by 5. 3(1) (i), ifiid.

'Sut_l-_scction (LA)was substituled forbe orginial sub-section (] A), which was insered by
5. 3(1) (11}, ibid, by s. 7 of the West Bengal Lifts and Escatalors (Amendinent) Act, 1961 (Wesl
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The West Bengal Lifis and Escalators Act, 1955. 5t
¥ of 1955.]
(Sections 9-11.)

(b) in which a lift has been installed withou! the permission
required to be applied for under section 3.

shall as scon as may be apply for a license for the working of such lilt.

(2) The provisions of sub-seclions (2), (3) and (4) of section 5 shall,
so far as may be applicable, apply to such application:

'Provided that a fee of double the amount *{as may be prescribed
under sub-seclion (4)] of section 3 shall be paid along with an application
under sub-section {1A), which shall not be refunded whether the license
is granted or not.

9. The State'Government shall, by nolification in (he Official  Appointmen:
Gazetre, appoint duly qualificd persons to be Inspectors of Lifts for the gfﬂ’ﬂ;“m
performance af duties imposed upon themn by or under this Act or as may

be assigned to them by the Staie Government.

10. An Inspector of Lifts or an officer aulhorised in this behalf by  Rigatio
the State Government may at any time afler giving writlen notice o the ;':é':;izﬂgrm
owner, agent or occupler enler upen any premises in which a lilt has  inspectionof
been installed or is being installed ot in conneclion with which an bR
application for a license has been received, for the purpose of inspecting
the lift or the lift installation or the site thereof, or for carrying oul such
1csts as may be considered necessary and the owner, agent or occupier of

such premises shall afford all reasonable facilities 10 him for the purpose.

installation.

11. (1) Where a license to work a lift Y[in any premiscs] has been  Anqual
granled under this Act, the lift installation shall be inspected by an L";Eﬁcm’“
Inspector of Lifts or by an officer authorised in this behalf by the State  jpsialiion
Government, at least onge every year (or ofiener if such Inspector or :ﬂg{?ﬂp;’cc
officer sno moti decns it necessary). ‘[Such fee, not excceding one  jhewof,
hundred rupees, as may be prescribed] shall be levied annually from
the owner of the premises ** * * * for such inspection,

irrespective of the number of such inspections made:

VThis proviso was added by 5. 3(2) of lhe West Bengal Lifis and Escalators (Amendment)
Act, 1958 (West Ben. Aci XXIT of 1958).

*The wornds, brackets and figure within the square brackets were substituted [or the words,
brackets and figure “mentioned in sub-section (4Y” by 5. 5 of the West Bengal Lifis and Escalators
(Amendmeni) Act, 1975 (West Ben. Act XV of 1975).

. 'These wards within Ihe square brackcts were inseried by s B(L) (a) of the Wes! Bengal
Lifis and Escalalors (AmendmentyAct, (961 (West Ben, Act XXIIT of 1961).

“The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words ™ A fee of ten rupees”™
by s. 6(a) of the West Bengal Lifts and Excalalors (Amendment) Act, 1975 (West Ben_ Act
XV of 1575).

*The words “to whom a license has been granted” were omilted by s. 8(1) (b) ol the West
Bengal Lifis and Escalators (Amendment) Acy, [96]1 (West Ben. Acl XXTI of 1961).
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[West Ben. Act

(Secrion 1.}

Provided that inspection may be made from time 1o time by such
Inspectlor or officer at Lhe request of the owner of the premises
o+ byt Ysuch lee, not exceeding one hundred rupess, as
may be prescribed] shall be levied for every such inspection from such
owner * * ¥ # ¥

Explunation.—Inspecting includes inspeciing or testing or both.

Y 1A) Any [celeviable under sub-section (1), may, without prejudice
to any other mode of recovery, be recovered on application to a Magislrate
having jurisdiction where the pesson Jiable to pay the sum is for the
Lime being resident, by the distress and sale of any movable property
belonging 1o such person.

{2) The owner of any premises *[who works a lift in such premises
under a license granted) under this Act shall appoint a duly qualified
and counpetent peesen or firm“fholding a cenificate of registration granted
in this behall by such autherity, in such manner and on payment of such
fce, not exceeding "(one hundred rupees), as may be presesibed] for the
proper maintenance of the lift installation and shall commanicate the
name of such person or firm 10 1he Inspecior of Lifis and also in the city
of Calcuita 1o the Commissioner of Police and elsewhere 1o the District
Magisirate within such time from the date of the granting of the license
asmay be specified in the license. Any change of person or firm appeinted
ag aforesaid shall be notified to e Inspector of Lifts and also o the
Cominissioner of Police or the District Magistrate, as the casc may be.

§(3) Save as may otherwise he provided by rules made under Lhis
Act, the owner of any premises, who works a lift in such premises under
a license granied uader this Act shall, for the purpose of working such
hift, appoint, in such manner as may be prescribed, one or more lift
atlendants who shall be persons passessing a certificate of amhorisation
granted in this behalf by such authority, in such manner and on payment
of such lee, nu exceeding five rupees, as may be prescribed.

'Thz words "lo whomthe license has besn granted (orany occupier thereofwho ordinarily
uas the Jift)* wene emined by s, 8( 1} {v) (i ulibe West Bengal Lifts and Escalalos { Amendment
Acl, 1961 {West Ben, Act X X111 of 1861),

*The words within the square brackeis were substituted forike words “a Gee of ten rugees”™
by s. 6(b) of the Wesi Bengal Lifts and Escalalors (Amxndment) Act, 1975 (West Ben. Act
XVIof 1975).

"The wards “{or such sccupicr)” were omitled by s. 81} {c) {iiyof the West Bengat Lifis
and Escalators (Amendnient) Act, 1961 {West Ben. Act XX of 1961).

*Sub-section (1 A) was inserted with retraspective eflfect by s. 8(2), fbrd.

*hese wonls within the sguare brckets were substileied for the words “10 whoma [feense
te work a lift has been pranted™ by 5. 8(3) (a) idid.

*These words within the square brackets were insencd retrospeclively by 5. 8(3) (b}, ibid.

*The words withinihe firsi brackets were substituted for the words “filly rupees™ by 5. 6(c)
ug [llgi(_:' ﬁ\,\f'w.-szl Bengal Lifis and Dscalutors (Amendment) Act, 1975 (West Ben, Act XVII
[+] 15},

*Sub-section (3) was inserted with retrospective effect by s, ${4}ofthe West Bengal Lifts
and Escalators (Amendmenty Act, 1961 (West Ben. Act XX of 166]).
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The West Bengal Lifts and Escalators Act, 1955.

(Sections 12-14.)

12, Ifas aresult of an inspection, the Inspector of Lifis or the officer
culy authorised in this behal{’is of the opinion that a lift in any premises
does not [ulfil any of the lerms ard conditions of the license or any rule
made under this Act or is in an unsafe condition or is likely (o be altended
wilh danger to human life, he may issue an order in writing on the owner,
ageni or occupier of the premises or other person responsible for the
working of the lift calling upon him to comply with such term or condition
or rule or require him within a time to be specified in the order 1o cause
such repairs or alterations toe be made to such lift as he may deem
necessary, and may also, if nccessary, forbid the use of such lift until
such repairs or allerations are made or the cause of the danger is
eliminated or the term, cendition or rule is complied with.

13. (1) If any accident occurs in connection with the operation of a
lift and the accident results or is likely to have resulted in the loss of
human life or personal injury, the owner of the premises in which the 1ifi
is working or if such owner has appointed an agent and has communicated
his name to the Inspector of Lilts under sub-section (3); such agent shall
as soon as may be after the accident give notice to the Inpector of Lifis
and also in the city of Calculla to the Commissioner of Police and
clsewhere 1o the District Magistrate with full delails of the aceident and
any loss of human life or personal injury, and the working of such lift
shall nol be resumed except under the writlen permission of ithe Inspecilor
of Lifls, '

(2) For the purpose of section 12 and of sub-section (1), the owner
of any premises in which a lift has been installed may, and il such owner
does not reside in such village or town in which the premises are situated
shall, appoint an agent who shall be resident in the town or village in
which the premises are situated.

(3} The name of every agent appointed under sub-section (2) shall
be communicated to the Inspector of Lifis and the Commissioner of Police
or the District Magistrate, as the case may be.

14. The owner of any premises intending to instal an escalator in
such premises shall make an application to such officer as the State
Government may authorise in this behalf for '[permission to instal] such
escalator, The application shall specify—

(a} the widih of the escalator,
(b) the contract speed of the escalator,
(c) the contract foad of the escalator in “[kilograms],

‘These words within the square brackels were substituted for the words “pennission
le erect” by 5. 9 ol the Wes1 Bengal Lifis and Escalalors {Amendment) Act, 1961 (West Ben.
Act XX of 1961},

*The word within the squere brackets was substituied for the word “pounds" by s, 7 of the
West Beneal Lifis and Esealators (Amendmenn) Act. 1975 (West Ren Act XVl 1975
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[West Ben. Act

(Seciions 15-19.)

(d) the angle of inclination of the escalator with the horizontal,

(e} such other details of construction including in particular
details regarding the weight and size of beams as may be
prescribed, and

() such other particulars as may be prescribed.

I5. The provisions of the Explanation (o seclion 3 and of seclions 4
to 13 (both inclusive) and sections 16 to 22 (both inclusive) shall apply
nuatis nudandis o escalators, as they apply 1o lifts.

16. The State Government may delegale any of the powers conferred
on it by or under this Act lo such officer as it thinks Fil.

17. The breach of any of the terms and condilions under which a
licensc is granted, shall render the license liable 1o be suspended by an
officer authorised in this behalf by the State Government for such perind ;
as may be specified in the order and if any terms or conditions of the |
license, for the breach of which the order of suspension is passed, are not
complied with within such period, such officer may cancel the license. ‘

18. Whoever contravenes any of (he provisions of this Act or any
rule made thereunder or any order passed under sectien 12 by an Inspector
of Lifts or an officer authorised by the State Government shall, on
conviclicn, be punishable with fine which may extend 1o five hundred |
rupees and in the case of a continuing conlravention with an additional
fine which may extend o fifty rupees for every day during which such
contravenlion continues aficr conviclion for the first such contravention.

19. (1) An appeal shall lie io the State Government from any of the
following orders, namely:—

(a) an order under section 4 or section 4 read with section 8,
refusing !'[permission to instal) a lifl;

(b) an order under section 5 or section 5 read with section 8,
refusing the grant of license o work a hft;

(¢) an order under seclion 12;

(d) an order under section 17 suspending or cancelling the
license to work a lift.

(2) The decision of the Slate Government on such appeal shall be
final.

'These words within Lhe square brackeis were substiluled for the words “permission Lo
erect” by s. 10 of the West Bengal Lifts and Escatators (Amendment} Acl, 1961 {West Ben.
Art XXM AF 10RLY
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The West Bengal Lifts and Escalators Act, 1955.

(Sections 20, 21.)}

20. No suil or other legal proceedings shall lie against the State
Government and no suil, prosccution or other legal proceedings shall lie
against any Inspecior of Lifts or any person authorised by the State
Government 1o exercise any powers or to perform any dulies under this
Act, for anything done or intended 1o be done in good faith under this
Acl

21, (1) The State Government may, [rom time to tirme, by notificalion
in the Official Gazetre, make ‘rulcs for carrying out the purposcs of this
Act.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing provision, such rules may provide for all or any of the following
matlers, namely:—

(a) specification for lift installation;

(b) the manner in which ¥[plans] of a lift installation shall be
submitted;

(c) the manner in which a lift inslallation may be tesled;
(d) 1he form of application for a license to work a lifi;

(¢) the lerms and conditions subject to which and the form in
whicl the license may be granted;

(ee) the fee 10 be paid along with an application for a license to
work a lift urder sub-section (4) of section 5;

([} the annual fecs to be prescribed under section 6 and the
time within which such fees are to be paid;

(M) the fee 1o be levied for annual inspection of a lift under sub-
section (1) af f!cclion 11 and the fee o be levied for other
inspection under the proviso to sub-section (1) of that section;

*(g) the authocty by which, the manner in which and the fee on
payment of which a certificate of regisiralion referred to in
sub-section (2Y and a eertificate of authorisation referred (o
in sub-section (3} of section 1! may be granied;

For the West Bengal Lils Rules, 1958, made under section 21 read with seclions 3and 5
ol the Acl, see nolification No. 2030M. P, dated 29.4.58, published in the Caleitiu Gazerre,
Extranrdiary of 1958, Pant I, pages 1655-16%4,

"This word within the square brackets was subslituled for the words “ereciion plans™ by s.
11(1) el the West Bengad Lifs and Escalators (Amendment) Acl, 1961 {West Ben. Act XXII1
of 19613,

*Clause (ee) was inscned by s, 8(a) af the Wesl Bengal Lifis and Escolators {Amendment}
Acl, 1975 {West Ben. Act XVl of 1975).

‘Ciavse {I) was inserted by s. 8(b), fhid.

'Clause (g) was substiluled with mtrospective effect by s. 11(2) of the West Bengal Lifis
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516 The West Bengal Lifts aud Escalaiors Act, 1955.

[West Ben, Act V of 1955.]

{Section 22.)

(h) 1he form in which an order under seclion 12 may be served;
(i) the manner in which notice of accidents shall be given and
the form of such notice;

() the procedure in appeals under 19, the period of limitation
for such appeals, and the fees, if any, for such appeals; and

(k) any other matler which may be or is required o be prescribed
under this Act.

Savings. 22. Nothing contained in this Act shall affect the provisions of the
Indian Electricity Act, 1910, or any rules made thereunder.

IXof 1910





