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11'Cdl Ren. 
ncr XXXIII 
or 1951. 
Ucn. Act XV 
(if 1931. 
Cooclh Rch;~r 
Acl 1V of 
1'103, 
C u ~ h  Ucl~nr 
A C ~  III or 
19-14, 
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ACl  XVII I  uf 
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AMENDED . . 
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Wcsl Bcn. Act XV of 1959. 
Wcsl Bcn. Acl VUI of 1964. 
Wcsr Bcn. Act XXVII or 1965. 
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\Vest Ben. Act X of 1969. 
Wcsl Ben. ACI XI11 or 1'178. 

AII Acr la eslnblislr Panchaya~s it1 rrrrnl areas of West Berlgrrl nrrd ro 
ymvirle for rtraltcrs cu~rltected thomliti~. 

11 is licrcby cnac~ed in the Seventl~ Year of  he Republic of India, by 
rhz L e g i s l n ~ u r c  of  Wes~ Bengnl, as Follows:- 

PART L 

CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary. 

1. ( I )  This Act may be callcd the "West Bcngal Pc~~rcltaynt Shonrirlc. 

Act, 19571. cxicnt md 
commncc- 
~ ~ r n l .  (2) It ex~cnds to the whole of West Bensal, cxcepl the arcas lo which 

[he provisions ofthc C a l c u r ~ a  Municipal Act, 195 1, the Bengal Municipal 
Act. 1932, thc Cooch Dehar Town Commitlcc Act. 1903, thc Cooch 
Bchar Municipal Act, 1944, rhc Chandernagorc Municipal Act, 1955, 

'In Isn~tsollhc provlslonr, ol'subsc~uon ( 3 )  ofsccrion 3 n.ad crilh Schdule II1ofthc:\ik<r 
UcnpaI TnnsfcmJTcrri~orics ( k i l n i l ~ ~ i o n o f h \ f s ) A c ( .  1958 (LVcsr Ucli.Act X I X  olIYS8). 
tills Acr shall nor cnlrnd to, or come inlo force in, the rcrri~oncs Iran>fem-d lronl rk Srde of 
BihxrrorhL.Stnlsoi\Vcst Bcn~al h, s 3of1hc LSihxand\Vest Uenfial (TmJrr orTcrritorics) 

BLU in cxcrvcsr: olthc po\vcrconlc.rrrd by ~ h c  sccond pro, iso to sub-.~cc(~u~~ (3) of  scclion 3 
of L V ~ I  R:npI Acl XIX of 1958. [his Arc camc into [ore in rhc ~ollouing put of h c  trmsfemd 
fcrriroric<, n ~ i 1 ~ 1 y .  in  the policc-srations oTGolapukur and Chopn. In thc: dijrricr o f  Wcsr 
Dil~njpur. vide noliiicarion No. 31136JDPJlA-2 1/59. darcd 26.6.63-. vubl~<hcd in r k  Cnkrrrnl 
G,I:;;I~, or  1962, Pan 1, psgr 2158. 

:For thc Sr~teriitnr olObjtx& and Ikasons,~rr ~ht:  C(drulrn Go:er/e, E~-~laurdirrur?: ddcd 
thc 13rd August. 1955. Pan IVA, pagcs 1295-1296; ihc Report oifhc Joinr Sclccl Cornmiitcu: 
of Ihr: W t s l  Bcnp l  Lcgislarurc w u  puhlishcd in lhc Cnlcrrriu Chicr~e. Er~rrrrrorrli~rury, Jared 
the 14khFebruary. 1956. Pan IVA. p q c  12 1 ; rorpmcredingsoT~ht IVt'cst Bmgd LrgisIativc 
Assembly, ace thc pmctedings olthc ninrings ofthcllksr Brngal Lcgirlnrivr Asslrnbly. hcld 
on thr: 51h Scprcnlkr, 1955. rhc 2nd mcl24thFebruxy. 1956. the 13rh. 161h. 17th. 18rh. 14th. 
25th. 26th. 17th. 28th. 30th and 3 Is1 July. 1956 md ~hc. 1st. 2nd. 3rd. 2151. ? lnd .  3 r d .  14th 
and ?Srh :\ugusl. 1956, and forpro~t'dings o f ~ h c  Wdsc Brngal h g ~ s l a r ~ c ~ '  Council, see rhc 
~rocccdu~fis orrhe inecunrsoT~hc~Vesr Senpd hp~~ la~ i \ cCounc l l  held on the 14hSc~lcn1h.r. 
j955.3  1; August, 1956;nd thc I st, 3rd, &h a n i ~ f h  Scpkernkr. 1956, 

T h a c  words rvcrc subslilulrd rorrhcwords "i iksl Bcngd P~rrrcItn~.fl~Acr. 1956" by s. 1 . . . . . . . .  - 
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:. . I . . .  . - -  . . .  . . .. . - .  
, . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  ,- - 

. . . - -  
. . . . . . .  . . . . 

and rl~e Cantonnien~ Act, 1924, or any parts or modifications 111creoi 11 o r  1924. 
apply or may hereafter be applied. 

(3) This scc l ion  shall come into forcc ar once: [he remaining sec~ions 
shall come i n t o  'force on such dale or d a m  and in such arca or areas as 
the S~arc Govemmenr may, by nor i f i ca l ion ,  appoinr and differcnl da~cs  
inay be nppoin~ed for djflerent seclions and for di r fc renr  areas. 

klinitions. 2. In [his Act, unlcss [he conlcxl othcrwisc requires,- 
( a )  "Adjtyahisha" and "Upodl~~akslra", rcspectivcly, mcan 

Ailhj-aksha and Upadl~~aCcsI~a of a Gra~ir Punclragot; 
(b) "At~clral P ( I I I c ~ ~ ( I ~ o I ' '  means an A~ichal Pa~~clrayrrr cons[iluled 

undcr [his Acr;  

'For 11otiJjcations cniorcingthc rc~rwiningprouisiow oTthc Acl withciTtct Tmm:- 
(a )  rhr 1st day 01 March, 1958, in cenain policc-srarions in thc dislricts or 

Rurd\\m, Birbhum, Midnapurmd 24-Parpns, .ref nori fication No. 23S/DP/lA- 
1/58. d a ~ c d  26.2.58, published in the C(1lcrrrfu Co:cire. Errrnordir~rr~. of 
1958. Pan 1, pagc 721. 

(h) rhc 131 day or March. 1958, in ccnin policc-slalions in rhc disrricts or Burdwan, 
Birbllum, Bmkun, Midnapur, Hooghly, 24-Parg~naq. Mumhidabad. Jalpaiguri 
and Darjcclin_c, see norificarion No. 746/DPflA-Y5S, dalcd 76.2.58. publishcd 
in tlrc C(r1cirrrn Gnefrc. E~-tr-lmorrlirrn~, 01 1958. Pan I, pagc 711, 

(c) 1hc7111 Jurlc. 1958, inccnain police-slations ill thc disrricrs orBunl\v;m, Birbhunl. 
hlidnaporc, Hooghly. Ilowmh, ? 4 - P q a n z ,  Nadia, Mushidribad, Mnlda, Wesr 
Dinajpur and Cw~chBchu..reenodficarion No. 1obDIDPflA-79158. dalr'd 7.6,SS. 
publishcd i n  rhc Crrlci~rlrr Gfl:rrre. Errrl~orJir~nr?: or 1958. PXI 1, pagcs 1017- 
102s. 

(dl rhr. 15th Scprclnbcr, 1958, in ihcBauriapolicc-slation orrhc disiricl oTHowrah, 
.we nouliution No. 169511)PAA-28/58, datcd 10,9.58, publisllcdin rhc Ctrlcrrrt(r 
Go;exfe. E~rr(iorcli11i1.q: or 1958. Pnrt I, pagc 4005. 

(c) thc20rhday orJmuuy. 1959. in ~~.unain plicc-stations in rllcdistricrsolBirbhunl. 
Cooch Bchm. D a j w l i g ,  Holvmh, Mdd3andJdpaiguri. secnotifiution Nu. 1671 
DPnA-1/59 daled 10.1 .S9, published in lhr: Gtlcrirm C(~rertc. FJtrrronlir~uq: 
of 1959. P y l  I. page 64. 

(I) tlic?Drh June. 1959, in policc-sta~ion Mekligmj. in Ihcdistrict orCooch8chrrr, rce 
norificalion No. 16?(i/DPflA- 19/59, datcd 19.6.59, rrublishcd in thc Culrrt~tr~ 
Gu:crt~. Evirrrordirrt~n; of 1959, Pan I. page 1173. 

( g )  Ihc 3Urh July, 1959. within certain policc-srarions in [he districts of Bmkun. 
Rirbhum. Burdwan. 14ooghly. Midnapore. J a l p i ~ u r i .  Murshidnbad. Nadia 24- 
P;lrgana and \Vest Dinajpur. see no~ificalion No. IE841DPnA-20159. dared 
?-1,7.59, pubtisl~cd inthc Qrlcrrrra Cu:eric, Et-imordit~fl~; 01 1959, Pm 1. pages 
1551-1557,as amcndrd by Corrigdndu~~i No. 12511DPAA-?WS9, darcd 1 1.4.60, 
publish4 in the Cril~.urrir Gnzerte, of 1960, Pm I, page 1302. The principal 
norihcation is pmidly ~nodilicd in so (3 ;uj il rtlalcs lo police-slat ion Bla~npur, by 
norificalion No. 1~5511)PIlA-21159, dared 8.9.59, published in the Colcrrria 
Gii~Jte,  Evirr~ordir~rrr?. of 1959. P a l  I. pages 1925- 1926. 

(h) 1 hr 2 In Novernbcr, 1959, in policc-stalion Krishliaganj, in thc dis tr ic~ or 
Nadia. see noiificarion No. ?8011DPflA-38f59. dxcd 19.1 1.59, publishcd in 
Ihc 4rlcrr1frr Goierrc, Et - fr f lnrdi~~n~,  01 1959. Pan I, page 129 1 .  LS aalncndcd 
by Corrigendum No. 10241DPIfA-38/59. dared 1 1.4.61. published in rhz 
C(rlct~rrir Gdierre or 1961, P a l  1, page 1369. 

(i) tht  28th Dccernbcr. 1959. in police-stalion Moyna, in thc disrricr of Midnapox. 
.rccnotificauon No.3 1611DPRA-2WS9, dared 26.12.59. published in Ihe Uolcerrn 
&;EIJC. Ex~ra~rcfirl~lq, of 1959. P i u ~  I, page 1532. 
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( c )  "building" includes a housc, out-housc, srable, privy, urinal, 
shcd, hut, wall (otl~cr ~han n boundary wall no1 cxcccding 
'[il~ree meucs] in heighl) and any othcr slruclurc, rvhe~her  

OF masonry, bricks, wood, mud, mcral or any corn binalion of 
rllcsc ma~erinls. or any orhcr ma~eriat wha~soever bul does 
no1 include a lcnr or o~her  pofiable st~zltcr and docs not also 
include any rcmporary shod crected on ceremonial or Festive 

Ucli Acl Ill 
01 1155. 

(d) "cnsc" means a criminal procccding in rcspect of an ol'l'ence 
lriable by a IVv~ya Pat~cl~n)~or; 

(e)  "District Board" means a Disrricl Board esrablishcd under 
[he Bengnl Local Self-Governmcnt ACI of 1685; 

( f j  "Disrrict Judgc" includc an Additional Districl Judgc and a 
Suhordina~c Judge; 

(g) "Dislrict Magisrrate" inctudcs an Additional District 
Magisrmte, a Dcpu~y Co~nmissioner, an Addirional Dcpury 
Cammissioncr and any olher Magisrm~e appointed by thc 
Srate Govcrnnient ID discharge all or any 01 thc funclions of  
a Disvic~ Magisrra~c under [his Acl; 

ti) thc 61h Jay or lunc, 1960. within cznain poticc-stations in thc dislric~s of 
Bankurn, Burdwan. Hooghly, Midnaporc, Conch Bchar. Jalpaiguri. 
Murshidabad. Nadid. 7J-Parga11ac md \Val  Dinajpur, see noiificalion No. ISJW 
DWlA-691G0, dxcd 7.6.60, publishcd in rhe C(11crrfrrr Grr:cirr a1 1960, Part I. 
pxgc 207 1 .  

(I;) lhc I5ih day of Dcccnkr, 1960, wi~hin mr@n policc.sta~ions in thc dinricts 
o r  ?.l-Puganx. Burdwan, Bankura, hlushidabad, U ~ j e c l i n g ,  Midnapole. 
Hnoghl y and Jalpiguri. .we no~ifica~im No. 36931DPflAd9160, d~lcd 13,12.60. 
publishcd in the C ~ ~ C L ~ I I ~ I  Ga;~ t I c ,  ExrrnorJirrury.- of 1960. Part I. 
png.2 3379, 

(1) 1111: 75thhy orJune. 1962, in plicz-sm.~ionNmalhi, in the district ofDmj~~l ing.  
s e t  nolificilicn No. 2777/13PllA49160, dasd 23.6,62, publishcd in the Cnlriirirr 
G<~;erre of 1961. h n  1. pagc 1901. 

On) thc 3C~hday ofJunc, I9G2, inpalicc-stati~nGmWhan.in dlc disiric~ oTLhjccliny. 
set n~ification No. 28371DPflA-1W62, dated26.6.62, publishcd in Ihc C~~lcrrtru 
C;rr;crte of 1962. P Y ~  I. p a p  7258. 

(n) t l~cSlhd~y or April. 1963, in plice-sta!im% B w r i ,  Kulfali, G D U ~ ~ .  Rlhupnlima 
and Mmdirbarllr, in \he districl of 24-PmmaS, see nolifimrion No. 919IPanchJ 
1 A l l 6 2 ,  dalcd 3.4.63, publishcd in rhc Ctrlcrrrfn Guierle of 1963. Pan I. 
pagc 875. 

(01 the 171h day of Junc. 1963, in Matiabm7~. in Lhc dirlrici 01 1CPygmas. see 
no~ilicalion No. 231#RnchAA3/6?. dalcd 19.1.63, publishsd in rhc Culciirrr~ 
G(rictfe of 1963, P.m I .  page 1375. 

'Substiruled for lhc wonis "ten Iccl" by s. 2 ofthc \Vat Ben@ P~t~c i~o~~~(Arncndrrnm)  
A,., In< 4 l t l l - 7 r  D,-  - . t n r 7 r  - P  In<  0 %  
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(11) -'Grant Panclroya~" mcans a Grrrta Yulrchayat consrj~utcd 
undcr this Acl; 

(i) "Gmrrt Sublm" mcans a Grot11 Sab11a consliiured under this 
Ac L; 

ti) "no~ifica~ion" means 3 notilica~ion published in I he Ojicirrl 
Gu:L,II~; 

(k) "Nyuju Pat~clr~r~ut" mcans a f l ~ a j o  Par~clrayal conslituted 
under [tiis Act: 

(1) "Pmdlra~~"and"Upc~-Pradllm~", rcspec~ively,mcan Pradlian 
and Upo-Prodlta~l of an Atlclml Punckayar; 

(m) "prescribed" means prescribcd by [his Act or by any rulc 
nladc thcreundcr; 

(n) "prescribcd aurliorily" rncans an authority 'appojnlcd, by 
no~ificalion, ror all or any of thc purposcs or this Act. by [he 
Srare Govcmrncnt eirher generalIy br for n parlicuInr purposc; 

(0) "public street" nlcans any slrcet, road, lane, gully, allcy, 
passagc, pathway, bridgc, squarc or court, whe[licr a 

[horoughfarc or nor, over which rhe public havc a right of  
way, and includes side drains or gulrcrs and thc land up ro 
the bounday of any abuuing propcny, nolwithstanding [he 
projcclion wcr such land of any vcrandah or orher super- 
slruclurc: 

(p)  "Sub-di visional Magisrrale" includes any M a g i s h a t e  
nppoinlcd or empowered by thc Srate Govcrnrnenr ro 

discharge all or any of thc funcrions of a Suh-divisional 
Magistrale under illis Act; 

(q) "suit" mcans a civil sujl triable by u Nyap Pmrctrrryrrr; 

(r) "village" mcans an m a  defincd, survcycd and rccorded as a 
distinct and separale villagc in ihc rcvenuc rccords of h e  
disrricl in which i l  is situare; 

(s) "year" mcans tllc ycar beginning on he fusl day of April. 

'For nuri l i c n ~ i o ~ i  rcla~ir,: 10 appoinlmcn~ or a n i n  nu~horitirs as the prrscrikd au~horiurs 
undcr rhr AQ lor wnain spccificd purposcs, cec nolilicalion No. 33 IIDPIIA-3/58, dmcd 
3.3.55. published in the Cnlcirrt~i Gr~zcrre. fitruurdirmn: or 1958, Par1 I. pages 751 -756..u . . "  - 
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Rcn. ACI V1 
u l  lY70. 
Acn. AcI I I I  
or 1385. 
Bcn Act V 
of 1919. 
R111ar ACI 
l f l l  of 1948. 

CHAPTER 11, 

Granr Snblta. 

3. (1) Whcn [his ACI has come inro Force in any arcn, thc Slate Conhti~urion 
o f  Grrrrrr Governnlenl may, by nolificndon, constiturr onc or morc Gmni Subtias 

~vithin such area for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) The Sme govern men^ sl~nll  spccify rhc name and I he local linlirs 
of [he jurisdiction of every Grnrrt Sablin in thc notification menrioned in  
sub-section ( I). 

4. ( 1 )  On thc consli~urion of a Grots Snblia or Grorrr Srrbfros in an Rcpcd ml: 

area as aforesaid. h c  cnactrncnts specilicd in column 3 of Schedule I :;?:;,"rt 
sliall r ron~ h e  darc of elcclion I[, undcr sub-scction (1) of secrinn 27, nf rnaomnls. 
r hc first Pracll~arr of the Alrchal Panclra~ar coniprising ihc Gralll Subhri 
or Grnr11 Sublrus so constituted stand repealed or anvended wirliin h e  
territorial Iimirs of thc AIICIILII P a ~ i c h a ~ m ]  to the ex tent and in [he manner 
spccilied in colun~n 4 rhercoF: 

Providcd thal unti l  a new assessment is madc undcr [his ACL any 
asscsnncnr. rarc, lax, tall, Ice or olher imposilion ~vlvich was i n  forcc in 
such area undcr tllc cnacrmcnts rcpcalcd or amended as aforesaid, s1lall 
conlinue to bc in forcc and al l  sums duc on accouni of such rate, [ax, loll, 
k c  or otlicr imposition in arrcars or accruing shall be realised by such 
authority as may be appointed by thc Starc Govcrnmen~ as i f  rhcy were 
due under the provisions of this Acl, and shall bc crcdi tcd to such Fund 
as the Slale Government may direct. 

(2) When, in conscqucnce of the rcpeal or the cnaclmcnls rclcrrcd 
lo in  sub-scaion ( I ) ,  any 2[Patlchayar appointed under the Village 
Chaukidari Act. 1870. union commihcc cons~irured undcr rhc Bengal 
Local Self-Governmenl Acr of 1585, union board cstablishcd undcr hc 
Bcngal Village Self-Government Act, 191 9 or  Grnr11 Pmrcl~ayrrf 
eslablisIvcd undcr rhc Bihar Panchayal Raj ALI, 19471, in any area ceases 
lo exisl, all thc propcriics. funds and other assets which are vested in 
such JIPo~rchuy~r. union commhrcc, union board or G m r ~  Pallclraya~], 
as thc case may be, and all h e  rights and liabjlirics rhcrcoi shall, snvc as 
provided in  the proviso to sub-scclion (11, bc vcstcd in such A~tcl~nl 
Paliclmqot nr A~ichal Pat~clrcryars and in accordance with such allocation, 
as may be delermincd by rllc prcscribcd aurhorily, whose orders llicrcon 
shall be final. 

'Thcse words wirhin ~ilcsquarc bnckcts wcrc subsli~ulcd Tor rhc words "or appoi1111ncnl 
olrhc firs1 r l r l l ~ ~ ~ r r h l ~ ~ i  of the Grrr~rr Pnt~chtr~at under sccrion 11 or scc~ion 14 bc mpedsd or 
mnlreJ in ~ h t  maconccmc&' hy a. ?(a] oTihzlVcs1 R c n g ~ l  P~rr~clil~!nr (An~cndrncnI)Aci. 
I9SY (Wcsr Bcn. Acr XV or  1957). 

-Thae words within thcqum bnckcts wen: subslilutcd ror the words "Pr~~~clr<gnr. uniun 
cu~nrninee or unian h a r d "  by s. .I(b)(i). ibicl. 

'Thrsc words within t h c q u m  bnckcls ~vrrrsubsrilu~rd rorlhe words "'P(erclrrcflr. union 
c.011111rille~. us union h o d "  hv s. 3(h)(iil. i l ~ i r l  
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Poivcr to 5. (1) The Stale Governmenr may. afier consulring the views of 
nl~cr Grrrnl 

,,,, thc Gratrr Sablra or Sabllas concerned, by nolificarion- 

(a) exclude from  he local limits of the jurisdiction or a Gratn 
Sobtra any area comprised therein; or 

(b) include within the local limiu of the jurisdiclion of a Grarrt 
Sablra any area in  [he vicinity thereof; or 

(c) divide the area of any Grarlr Sublra so m LO conslirule two or 
more Gralll Sabhas; or 

(d) unite the areas of ~ w o  or more Grant Sablras so as to 
constitule a single Gram Sabha; or 

(e) otherwise alter or rcvise he limits of any Gram Sabha. 

(2) When an area is included within he local limits of lhe jurisdiclion 
01 a Crurrl Sublla under sub-section (11, s u c l ~  area shall, from the dale of 
such inclusion. become subjecr to all laws, rules, regularions, by-laws 
and orders in farcc in ~ h c  arca of the Gra~lt Sablro. 

(3) Whcn an area i s  excluded from the local limits of rhe jurisdiccon 
of a Gmrrr Srdblru rhe cnactmenrs specified in column 3 of Schcdulc I 
shall, From [he dare of such zxcIusion, be deemed lo be revived in such 
area ro the extenr to which they were repealed or amended by the said 
Schedule: 

Provided that all assessments, rates, fees, tolls and orhcr [axes 
imposirions made and imposed under h i s  Act shall conlinue 10 be in 
force i n  the area until new assessments are made and new taxes, rates, 
fccs, rolls and orhcr imposi~ions made and impascd undcr the enacmenrs 
spedficd in column 3 of Schedule I and nil nssers and Liabilirics rclating 
to such area shall vest in the Stnlc Govcrnrnent who shall pass such 
orders as lo hei r  disposal as it thinh f i t .  

~ r r c c l  or 6. (1) If, a1 any rime, [he whole of h e  area of a Grnnl Sabha is 
inclusion 'la included in a municipality or  in an area under [he authorily of a Municipal G ~ ~ I I I  Snbl~(t 
arca or a pan Corpora~ion, a Town Commitiec or a Cantonmcnl, the Grattr Sablru shall 
rllcrcofilla cease l o  ex is^ and the propenies, funds and other assem vesled in such 
niunicipdiry. 
C ~ C .  Gra111 Sabha and all h e  rights and liabilities of such Grarrr Sabl~a shall 

vcsr in and devolve on the municipalily or on [he Municipal Corporation 
or on [he Town Cornmi~~cc,  or on lhc Canlonmcn~ auhority, as hc cxc 
may be. 

(2) IF, at any lime. a parl of the area o f a  Gra111 Sabl~a is included in 
a municipality or  in an area under [he authorily of a Municipal 
Corporation, a Town Cornmillee or a Cantonment, the area of the Grorrr 
Sablru shall be dcemed to have been reduced to the extent of the parl so 
included in  a municipality or in an arca undcr rhc authori~y oiaMunicipa1 
rnrnnrnrinn n Tnwn f i r n r n i t i ~ e  nr 9 rqnlnnrnenl nnrl thc nrnn~rrirc 
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. funds and odier assels vesred in such Grarrr SubIra and all ihc rights 
and liabilides of such Grarri Sablra in respecl of thc part so includcd 
shall vest in and dcvolve on the municipaliry or on the Municipal 
Corporarion or on rhc Town Committee or on [he Cantonment authority, 
3s I ~ C  casc may be, in accordance wirh such allocation, as may be 
dctermincd by rhc prcscribcd authority, whose orders thereon shall be 
Final. 

7. (1) Every Grarrr Suhlrlm shall consist or all persons rvhose nanies hfc~llkfi or 

areincludcd in the clcc~oral roll o f ~ h c  Wcsl Bcngd Lcgislntivc Asscrnbly $i'i,!:,4 . . . . 
. . . . . . 

for the rime being in force perlaining to the area for which thc Grutll . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . 
Sabi~n has bcen consritutcd. 

(2) Thc prcscribcd aurhori~y shall rrom time to time maintain a list 
or  ~ h c  names of rhe persons relerred tn in sub-section ( I )  and such list 
shall bc ~ h c  l i s~  or  mcrnbcrs or  thc Grarrr Sabl~lrrl. 

8. ( 1 )  Every Grarrr Sabha shall hold one annual general meedng 
Annual I~nlr-yearly and 

and one half-yearly general nieering: g n m I  

Provided that rhe Adlr,~obfro o f  the Grotll Pmrchayor may, at any i:'2!:,:r 
~ imc .  and shall. upon n requisition in wri~jng by no1 less than onc-firlh S ( I . M I ~ ~ .  

of the rotal number of members of thc Grot11 Sablra, within rwcnly-one 
days from the recejpr of such requisition, convene an extraordinary general 
mceting. 

(2) The requisi~ion referred to in the proviso l o  sub-seclion ( I  ) shall 
state the objccts of rhe rnce~ing and shall be signed by the members 
requisitioning and shall be deposited or delivered at the office OF the 
Grottl SubIra, and may consist of sevcral documcnrs cach sjgncd by one 
or nlare n~entbzrs. 

(3) If  1 1 1 ~  Adlryabha of the Grata Par~cl~uyur concerned fails to 
convcile IIIC nlreting wilhin the twcnty-one days, [he prescribed authoriry 
shall, on a writtcn rcquesl madc by the members requisitioning within 
tcn days fram ~ b c  dntc af cxpiry of chc pcriod mcnrioned in rhc proviso lo 
sub-section (I), convene ~ h c  meeting wilhin nventy-one days from !be 
date of  rcccipl of  thc written request. 

(4) The mee~ings of a Gra111 Sabha shall be held in  such manner and 
at such lime and place as may be prescribed. 

9. (1) The Gra111 Sabha shall- Business a1 ,. .. 

(a) at thc annual gcneral mccling- I he general 
~irclings. 

(i) consider [he budget for the rollo\vjng year, 
(ii) consider the report submitted by  he Grat~i Parrchayor 

on thc work donc during the previous year and thc work 
proposed la be doneduring the following year, and give 
such directions ro the Grarrr Parrci~ayar a s  i r  may deem 
nrrm<nrv nnrl 
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(iii) lransacl such other business as m a y  be prcscribcd; 

(b) al the half-yearly general meeting, rrnnsact such busincss 
as may bc prcscribcd. 

(2) Evcry mcmber OF [he Grate Sablra sl~alI havc thc right of  asking 
for inlormntion on all matters relaling to tbe adrninis~m~ion or the Groal 
Prr)rclrrljmrrr ar thc lnccrings rcfcrred lo in sub-seclion (1). 

(3) The Arll~ynksf~a of ~ h c  Gra~~r Pat~clr~yidt or in his nhsence the 
Upadiryoksl~~ of the Gro111 P{~)zchajar of the Grnlii Srrblra concerned, 
shall preside a1 rhe ~necrings of lhc Gro~ll Snblla and in the absence of 
both, rhc Craw Sobha shall e l e c ~  in [he manncr prcscribcd one of the 
mc~nbcrs prcscnl at ( l ~ c  mcering to preside. 

10. { I  ) No busincss shall hc lnnsacted at any meeting of thc Grajs 
Sublrn unless a! lcasl onc-lcnlh of the tala1 number of mcmbca o i  ~ h c  
G~rrrtt SrlLlrrr i s  present. 

(2) In case tllere be no quorutn prcscnt, the mecting shall bc adjourned 
LO a date within one month to bc nnnounccd a1 the meeting by [he person 
presiding nolicc or which shall be given lo [he menlbers or he Grurt~ 
Sabhr~ i n  thc prescribcd tnanncr, and at such adjourned inecting no 
quorum shall be necessary. 

(3) At Ihe adjourned lncc~ing no business shall be transacred other 
~han the business which was on [he agcnda or ~ h c  mccting at which ~ h c  
ndjournmcnl took place. 

CHAPTER 111. 

Gram Palrcltayaf. 

E\r~hlish- 11. I) There shall be a Gratn Parrclruyar [or evrry Gram Sabhrr. 
I1IC11f. 

con~tiiution 12) The men~bcrs UF a Grots Sabl~a shall '[elect ar such timc and in - .  
and 
Illcurl,Dm,nn such manncr as may bc prcscribcd] rom mongsl themselves such number 
of t i ~ i r r r r  ( ~ f  members no! being less rhan nine or more than firtccn as may bc 
PI~IIL I r r r x ~ r t .  dctcrmined by the prescribed aulliori~y ?[in accordance wirh such rules 

as may be prcsxibid in his bchali by ,he Sratc Governmen[ on the basis 
OF (he number of members o l  [hc Grarrr Sobl~a], and thc mcmbers so 
elected shall conslirutc 111c G~.arrr Pandc~jnt. 

'Thest work  wilhin rhcxp~vc  bnclicrs~~crrsubni~utcd for dlc words "clcc~ in thc tilanncr 

:Inscncd by s. 1( t)[a) o l ~ h c  1Ycs1 Bcngd P o n c l ~ u ~ u r  and ZlIrt P(~risbad.r (Amcndmcnl) 
, .. ,n,r , , I . .  ., 77 , . T.T.,.,, r , F b P F .  
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(Purr I.-Cl~np~er- 1II.-Gram Panchayar.-Sectio~i I I . )  

'(2:b) If within rhe time fixcd for the election, the mcmbcrs of a Gvrrrt, 
Sahhn filil to elect thc nun~bcr ofmembers to be elcctcd undcr sub-scction 
(2), anoil~cr clcction shall be hcld ro fill lhc vacancy or vacancies 
remaining unlillcd and in casc thc mcmbers of h e  Crotn Sabl~lrcr still fail 
to elect thc number of members ar sudl second election, the Stat  
Goverumenr may appoint a member or mcmbcrs lo complete the number. 
Any person so nppoinred sllall be deenlcd 10 bc a duly elected ~iiember. 

7 3 )  For thc convcnicnce OF clcc~ion, rhc prcscribcd authoriiy shall, 
in  accordance with such rules ns may bc prescribed in this behalf by rhc 
Stale Governmen1,- 

(i) divide the area of 2 Gmn Snblrt~ into constituencies, nor 
being less than thrcc or Inore [hall five, on the basis of the 
number of mcrnbcrs of rbc Grarlr Polnl~cfia~nt dcrcrmined 
uiidcr sub-sec~ion (2), 

(ii) allocalc lo cach such constiruency, ?[scats nor being less 
than two] or more than four, On I ~ C  hasis or thc number of 
mcmbcrs of the Grar~l Sablia pertaining rl~ereto. 

(4) Evety Grant Paltchuydl shall be a body uarporalc by thc name of 
thc Grarri Ponchaynt havjng perperual sucrcssion and a common seal 
and shall, subjcct to the restriclions or qualiiica~ions. i f  any, imposcd 
under this Acl or under any orhcr law for [he time beitig in rorce, havc 
powcr to nccepr a giA of, ocquirc. hold. adminislcr and transrcr properly 
both r~lovable and immovable and to enter inlo any conlwcl or do all 
~liings necessary Tor cmying o u ~  its dutics under this Act and shall, by 
its nainc, suc and be sued. 

(5) Notwithstanding anylhing i n  sub-secrion (2), rhc Srirle 
Govcmmcnt inay associate wi lh  any Gram Parrcl~uyrrr clcc~cd under [hai 
sub-scction or appointed under scclion 13, for such period as i t  tl~inks 
ti[. any person wclhcr a member or thc Grnrrr Sab11a.conccmcd or not, 
~ v l i o  may, i n  thc opinion of [he Slaw Govcn~n~en t ,  possess spccial 
qualifications for scrving on the Grot11 Prirrclro~at to enable i t  ro iuncrion 
clfec~ivcly; and all such person or pcrsons shaU bc decmcd to bc members 
or [ l ~ z  Cr-qrrl Porlclrayu~ for all purposcs cxccp~ !ha[ [hey shall noi havc 
[he right to vote and shall nut bc cIigible for being elccrcd as AdfryahIra 
or Upurll~~rrkslru: 

, - 

Providcd thnt the loral number of persons so associaled with a Grarrr 
Pn~tchujrrr shall noL exceed onc-third of [he total nurnbcr of members 
conslituring Ihr: Grutrr Palichajnt. 

'Suh-wction (h) war, inscdtd by s. 4(b) oithc \'lrc%r Bcngd P~urcl~rrjrr~ (An~cndnh-nr)Acl. 
1959 (Wcsr Ben. Act XV of 1959). 

'Sub-s~lion (3)was subs~iluled Tor~kc?cidingsub-secrion by s. 2(1)(b)ol1Ix\i'~l Bengal 
Pnnrh(rx(~~ and Zillo Ptrrislruds (A~ncndmtnr) Act. 1965 (M'cst Bcn. Acl XXVIl  or 1965), 

'Subs~iruled by Comgcndurn No. 595 L.. dafed rhc 26.2.66, published in lhc Cakrrrrn 
G ( I ~ P I I P  E~rnrr~d i r f r in  dn1r.d 26 ?.hh. Pan 1. vncc 807. 
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( 6 )  Every G r a t ~ ~  Pntlcllt~pt shall, at i ~ s  first ~nccting nl which a 
quorum is present clect. subject to the provisinns ofquh-secrion (S ) ,  onc 
of irs membcrs lo bc the Adltjaksl~a and another member lo be [he 
Upad/iyuk~/~a or the Grots Pattcl~uj~ar in rhe manner prcscribcd: 

[West Bcn. Act 

, . . - . ... 
, , . .  , .  , . . 

. . . . . - - . -  
. .  . . . - ,  

- .  

Prtlvidcd ~har irthe Grut~r Parrcl~ayar fai ls lo clect an Adttyaksl~a, [he 
Adlryuksha of the ou~going Grn111 Patlclrayut shall rcsurnt: oflice and 
continue to hold rllc same until a ncw Ad/i~uhI/a is ctec~cd. 

Term aTofict 12. (1)  The \ e m  of ofice of ~ h c  members of the Groir~ Par~clrayal 
of  ~ l ~ c r n h n .  
, , shall, subjccl lo h e  provisions oZ seclion 21, bc four yeas cornpulcd 
aitd U~J(I-  lron~ L ~ I C  dale of r l ~ c  first rnccring af  the Grats Ponclra~ut at rvIlich a 
rllr:;clbbu. quorum is prescnr: 

Providcrl thc prescribed aurhority may, by notification, cxrend 
lhe trnn by such pcriad nuL exceeding '[three years] as may hc specified 
in rlic notificatiort: 

Provided further dia! nolwithstanding any lhing contained in this 
secrion, every men~bcr  of tllc Oron1 Po~~r.ltajof shall conlinue 10 hold 
office until I he first meeling of ~ h c  newly formed Grare Palrchayar aBer 
a frcsh clection ar which a quorum is prcscnt. 

( 2 )  An elected Ad/~yuksJla and Upodl~ynkrlrn of a Gro~11 P~~rchi7J'at 
shall, suhjea ro the provisions of sections 18 and 19, hold office for four 
Jews lrom  he dale of his elcctim as Adftjuksf~a or Upadl~yakshrr, is the 
case may be. 

( 3 )  Noiwithsranding nrlything cuniained in sub-section (2) ,  an 
eleclcd AdlqtuhI~o and UpudI~yokslirr shall be deemed to have vacated 
office as soon as the newly formed Grant Parrcl~ayat has assembled 
at tllc meeling held under the provisions of sub-section (6) o f  
scclion 1 1 .  

Cun~inu.u>rc '12A. No~withstanding rhe omission to hoId tiineIy elecuons in 
i'loniccoT accordance with thc provisions of this Act ar thcrules framed rhcrerrndcr, 
s i i ~ ~ n a  
~nrnlknmd silting membcrs of a Grots Put~clraj~at shall conrinue and shall be decmcd 
vaTidarion or 
:ICIS 2nd always to have continued Iswfully to hold ofice u n ~ i l  lhc dale of the firs[ 
~ r m w d i l l c . ;  ~nceling. at which a quorum i s  prescnl. of [he Grant Pr~nc/ruyar as 

recoiisritured ahcr the coming inrn fnrcc of the West Bcngal Partchayat Wcs~ Bcn. 
Act VIII nl (Amendment) Act, 1964, and no act or proceeding of any Grartr ,9m, 

Pnrlchayir shall, in any manner, be called in question merely on ihc 
ground of  such omission to hold dmcly eleclions. 

'Suh~i\u\ud with rrlmspclivc rfkca lor the work "onc ycu" by s. 3 01 rhc 1Vzs1 
Bcngd P~rrldr~,wr (Amcndlnen~)Acl. 1364 [Wcsl Ben.Act VIIl of 1964). 
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, . . - . .  . . 
. . 13. Nolwi thslanding anything contained in secuon 1 1, [he prcs- Apwinr- - . . - .  

- - .  . nienlor . .  . cribcd aulhority may, i f  ir lhinks fit, constirule da first Gratrt Pattchayat members by 
and appoint [he membcrs Ihereol from amongst rhc members of thc Grarri pnscrihd 

Sabhn concerned for a period no[ exceeding one year lrom h e  dare of authoriry. 

the nolification rnentioncd in sec~ion 3 after which they shall bc rcplaced 
by mcmbers elccted in fie manner prescribed and thereupon [hey shall 
be deemed ro have vacated office: 

Provided (hat if the mcmbers arc appointed for o pcriod of lcss than 
one year, the prcscribcd aulhorily may, if it thinks fi~, exlend the period 
up ro one ycnr: 

'Provided furrher that nolwithstanding anything conrained in this 
secricln, cvery mernbcr of rhe Gram Puachqat who is so appointed shall 
con~inue 10 huid oficc unul [he first mce~ing of thc ncwly romcd Grrrnl 
Pu~rchaynr a r m  lhc fusl elcclion at which a quorum i s  presenr. 

14. Notw irhstanding anyhing containcd i n  this Chapter, the prcs- Ap~oinr- 
mcnt b 

cribed authod~y may appoin~ lrvo of h e  membcrs of a Grant P a r ~ c f ~ a j u i  pnrcriL 
tobei~firstAdf~~ablraand~fjrstI/padlryaI;FI~~~,respective~y,~oraperiod aulhoril~ol 

in1 
not cxceeding onc year from the date of h e  notificalion mentioned in A~/l) . , ,~sl , lr  
section 3, after which period they shall be rcplaced by an Adl~jaksfra and and Upn- 

an Ilpadl~)rrIrsf~a eleclcd by the Gru111 Pa~icf~oyot: dlr)nkslr<r. 

Provided [hat if [he Adlrpkrlra and the Upadl~jalrsl~a are appoinled 
for a pcriod oi less than onc year, the prescribed authority may, if ir 
thinks fit, exlcnd [he period of their appoinlment up lo one year. 

15. ( 1 )  Notwithslanding anylhing contained in this Chapter, a 
pcaon shaIl not be qualified for bcing elected or appointed and AdfyakfI~u 
or Upudllyakslra or a mcmbcr of a Crurrr Patrcf~oyar, if- . 

(a) he is undcr Lwenry-fivc years of agc: or 

'(aa) he is nor'a cirizcn of India; or 
?(am) he is in ~ h c  service of thc Central or Slare Government or of 

~ h c  Zillu Parishad of [he distiicl or of an Anchalik Parisltnri. 
an Artcl~al P ~ t ~ c f l o ~ ~ r  or a Grasr Porrclroya'ot within the 
dislrict; or 

(b) he has becn dismissed from the service of the Ccnual or 
Statc Governmcnt or local authority for misconducl 
involving moral wrpi~ude and where h e  dismissal has becn 
made by ~ h c  Central or Stale Government, he has been 
debmcd from employment in public service; or 

1 

'This proviso wru addcd by s. 5 oTLhc Wen Btngd Pmlchnpr  [Amcndrnen t) ACI, 1959 
{Wcs! Bcn. Act XV oi 1959). 

Disqudic;l- 
lions o l  
AdI ryukd~  . . . .  . . 

md U ~ I I -  
dlt~akrlrn 
and 
members of 
Grurrr 
Patrclrrry~rr. 

These dauscs wcrt inxned by ss.2(2) 01 the Wcs~ Bengal Pnnclrayaf and Z i l h  Porisltdr 
1Amendlnent)Acl. 1965 (West Bcn. Acl XXVIIof 1965). 
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[West Ben. Act 

(c) he has direclly or indireclly. by himscl F or by his partner or 
cnlploycr or an cmployec, any share or inrcrcst in any 
conrract with, by or on bchnll of thc Grunl Pntlchayot: 

Provided th;u nn person shall be dccmcd ro bc disqualified 
for being elected or appoinrcd as Adf~jnksl~n. Upodlryoh/ru 
or a mcmhcr of a Grarri Pat~clraja~ by rcason only of  his 
having n share or inleresl in any public company as defined 
in rbc Cornpanics Act, 1956, which conrracrs with or is I of l Y S 6 .  

employed by lhe Gruttr Ponclrrlyor; or 
(d) be has been adjudged by acompe~ent courl lo bc of unsound 

mind; or 
(c) he is an undischarged insolvcnt; or 
(0 lie being a discharged insolvcnt IIE not oblained from thc 

courl a certil'icale that his jnsolvcncy was causcd by ! 
! 

misfortune wi~houi any misconduct on his part: or ! 

(g) any tax, toll, Fee or rate due from him undcr this ACL ~ [ O F  

under rhc Wllnrc Cliaukidari ~ c t . ' 1 8 7 0 .  the Bengal V i l l a ~ ~  Bcn.Act V1 I 
.d " ., I Chaukidari Acl. 1871 or [he Bcngal Village Self- ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ i , o r  1 

Governmcn~ Acr, 19 191 for the year previous ro [hat in 1371. , ! 
which rhe clcction is hctd remains unpaid. 

(2) If any person is or has been conviclcd by a criminal coun of an 
ofrclcnce punisl~able wih ~ans~orlntiun or imprison men^ for a period of 
more than six nionbs, such person shall no1 bccligiblc far election or 
appoinuncni as Adfiyakslra or UpudI~yakslrrr or as a menher of a GI-a111 
Pa~rcllayrrt. for fivc years from [he date of expinlion or the scntence: 

Pruvided that on appljca~ion madc by a person disqudilied undcr 
this sub-scction, the Srate Government may, i F  sarished on sufficienl 
cuusc bcing shown, rcmovc thc disqualification by pn ordcr made in this 
behnll and shall do so if, in the opinion of lhc Srate Governmenr, the 
ofrcnce does not involve moral ~ u r p i ~ u d e .  

16. Every election or appoinlrncni OF lhe members of n Gmrri 
Pcr~lchapot and i ~ s  Arll~ynkslm and Uyadlrpoks11~1 shall bc notified in the 
manner prcscribcd. 

17. An Adlryakshn or Uprrdkyukslza or a member of a GI-UIII  
Po~lclrnoyt may rcsign his office by n o ~ f ~ i n g ' i n  writing his inlention l o  
do so lo the prcscribcd aulhority and on such rcsigna~ion hcing accepted 
by rhc said a u ~ h u r i ~ y  sl1aI1 bc dccmcd to have vacated lus office. 

Bcn. Acr V 
of 1919. I 

'These wurds wi~hin rhc s q u m  hnckrs wcre inscncd hy s. 6 o[ rhc W t 5 t  B e n p l  
P ~ ~ t ~ r i ~ r ~ l n r  I Amcndmcnl) ACI. 1459 ( I lkr l  Ren. Acr XV OF 19591. 
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(Purr I.--Cl~op~er- Ill.-Gram Panchayat-Secriorrs 18-20.) 
. . 

18. An elected Ad~yukslia or Upadlryahzo of a Gro111 Pancboya~ ~~~$~~ . . .  
may a1 any lime be removed rrom orficc by a resolulion of rhe Grat~ and u p -  
Po~irhcryar carried by rhc votes of not lcss than two-thirds of [he total dll!'ukTi"l~ 

numbcr of rncmbers holding office for [he lime being, at a rneeling 
specially convcned Ibr rhe purposc: 

Provided [hat if the number of mcmbcti who havc vo~cd in favour of 
such rcsoIudon is lcss than rwo-thirds bui morc lhan onc-half of [he total 
number O F  members holding office lor the lime being, [he prescribed 
authority may, if i t  ~llinks fit, by ordcr, remove [he Adlryakslra or the 
Upadlr~oklra, as the case may be, from his office. 

19. ( 1 )  In rhc evcnl of removal of an elecred Adhyaksha or fi~linyoi 

Upudl~yohlra under seclion 18 or when a vacancy occurs in the ofice of trzLiCs in 
an clcctcd Arll~puks/ra or Upndl~jaksha by resignation, death or olhcnvise, rhc oficcof 

Adlrjnkslro the Grcr~n Poncliaynr shall elect anothcr Adfyaksha or Upadtrj-nksha in ,,J 

thc prescribed manner. UixidIrjnkI~~. 

( 2 )  Every Adf~yok.~ha or Upadhyaksha clccted under sub-sccrion ( 1 )  
shall hold ofice for the unexpired portion of [he tern1 of ofice of !he 
person in whose placc hc is clcctcd. 

20. ( I) Thc prcscrihcd nuthori ty may, u hcr giving an opporrunily ro Rcrnovar of 

a member of a Gra,tr Porrclrupr to show causc aguinrl thc aclion proposcd E'$o' 
lo bc tnkcn u p i n n  him, rcmovc him rr0111 oficc- P U I I C I I ~ I ~ I I  

and appcal. 
(a) on thc ground of misconducl in the discharge of his dulies; 

or 

(b) i f  hc refuses to nc! or becomes incapable of acting such 
member; nr 

(c) if after his clcctiun hc is conviclcd by a criminal court of an 
offence involving moral rurpilude and punishable with 
imprisnnmcnl for a pcriod of inorc than six months; or 

(d) if hc i s  abscnt rrom for mcclings ollhc Grtlnl Parrcl~ayar for 
t l ~ c e  con~ecu~ive  n~ee~ings without h e  teave of the G r a t ~ ~  
P ~ I ~ C ~ I C I J ~ I ;  ar 

(e) if he is in arrears Tor more than onc ycar in payment of 
rittcs, tolls. Tees or tnxcs ro h c  Atrchal Puwchnyat; or 

(1') i f  hc was disqualified to bc a mcmbcr ollhc Grarll Par~clroyar 
nr thc rime oC his clcction or appoinlmcnr; or 

(g) i f  hc incurs any ofthc disqualifications rnenlioned in cliuses 
(b), (c), (d), (2) and (0 of sub-section (I) of scc~ion 15, nftcr 
I,ic plprrinn 2 nr~nihpr of rl~r G r n t ~ r  Pf~rrr-kninr. 
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(Par! I.-Clrapter Ill.-Gram Panchaya~--Secriorrs 21, 22.) 

(2) Any member of a G r a t ~  Pu~rcl~oyar who is removed from his 
ol'ficc by the prcscribcd authority on any of the grounds mentioned in 
c1;luscs (a), (b), (d), ( c ) ,  (F) and (g) OF subsec~ion (I), may, within thiny 
days from the date of the order, appeal lo h e  Cormnissioncr of Ihc Division 
within [he local l imi~s  of whose jurisdiction of the Grnrrr Parrehayor is 
situale, and Illereupon [he Comrnissioncr of thc Division may stay the 
operation of [he order till [he disposal of thc appeal and hc may, aiter 
civing nnrice of [he appeal lo ihe prcscribcd aurhorily, and aFrcr giving 
the appellant an opponuniry of being heard, modify, sct aside or con6m 
rhc order. The order passed by [he Comrnissioncr of !hc Division on 
such appcal shall be final. 

21. ( 1 )  If  the seal of a member of a Graill Patrcl~a~at becorncs vacant 
by reason of his dea~h, rcsigna~ion, rcmoval or otherwise, h e  vacancy 
shall be filled in rhc prcscribcd manncr by appoinl~nent or election, as 
[he case may be, of anothcr person undcr [his Act. 

(2) Thc pcrson clcc~ed or appojnled to a vacancy refcrrcd to in sub- 
sccrion (1 )  shall hold o f i c e  for thc unexpired-portion of tllc tcrm of 
officc or thc person in whose place he is elecred or appoinlcd. 

22. {I) Evcry Grarrr Pu~lchayat shall hold a mccung a1 lcast once in 
a month at such lime and such placc wilhin thc local limits of thc Grarrr 
Sablro concerned as the Adltyuhha may fix: 

Provided that [he Adi~aksI~a when rcquired in wriung by onc-lhird 
of ~ h c  members OF  he Grarrr Pu~lchayat lo call a meeling shall do so 
wirllin seven days, failing which rhe members aioresaid may, a k r  
informing the prescribed aurhoriry in wrj~ing. call a mccting af~er giving 
scvcn clcar days' nolice ro [he Adl~yokrlra and the other mcmbcrs of thc 
Grutn Par~chajal. 

( 2 )  Thc Adl~yaklra or in his absence h e  Upudl~pokl~a shall preside 
the meetings of [he Grrrrrt Patrchayot; and in the absence of boih, the 

members prescnL shall clcct one of their number lo be the presidenl of 
the mccling. 

(3) The quorum shall bc not less than one-third of the lotal number 
of mc~nbcrs of rhc Gran~ Par~clmayat. 

(4) All qucs~ions coming before a Grarrz Panclraja~ shall be decided 
by a majoriy of votes unless olherwise provided in h i s  ACL: 

Provided III~L in c x c  of cqualily of votes the pcrson presiding shall 
have a second or caring votc. , 
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(Part I.-Clraprer 111.-Gram Panchay ats -Secriorrs 23, 24.- 
Cllaprer IV.-Anchd Panchay ats.-Secrioils 25, 26.) 

. . 
13. A list of thc busincss to be lnnsacted at every meeting of a Grarrr List or 

busincss lo Pat~chc~jar cxccp~ at an adjourned mecling, shall be scnt to each member ,,,,,,,,d 
or thc Gmr~r Purrcl~uyar in ~ b c  mnnncr prcscribcd, at Icas~ forty-eight 31 alllccring. 

hours bcfore the time fixed for such meeting; and no busincss shnll be 
brought before or transacted a1 any meeting, olher Ihan the busincss of 
which notice had been so given. 

24. Tbc G r m ~  Pul~cl~nya~ shall prcparc and sub~nir annually in h c  Rwon on 
rhc work o f  

prescribed manner and wirhin [he prescribcd tirnc n rcporl on ~ h c  work G~~~~~ . . 
. . 

done during the previous ycar lo !he Crcrttr Sabfra and also lo rhc prcscribcd P ~ J F ~ ~ ~ J U Y U ~ .  . . .  

- - ,  

autllority. 

CHAPTER IV  

25. (1) For the purposes hcrcinaflcr mcntioncd in [his Act the Stnic Llnblish- 
men1 of Go*crninenl shall eslablishAticlio1 P(rtrc1iuynrs cach comprising as many A,rc,,ll~ 

conliguous Grarrr Sablras as i ~ m a y ,  by nolikicalion, fix in eacIicasc. P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ T o ~ ~ .  

(3) The Slate Government shall i n  the nolificarion. spccify ~ h c  names 
and thc tcmlorial limils of ~ h c  Allchal Patichajots. 

26. '(1) Evcry Aiicbal Punclrajat shall consist- of the following Cons~ilulion 

me~nbcrs, namc1y:- of Al!cl~ul 
l ' ( ~ n ~ ~ I ~ t ~ ~ u f . r .  

(a) the Adlijaksl~as of all Granr Puncknyats within its 
juridiction (ex officio); 

(b) such number of members of the Grollt Srrbha within ib 
jurisdiclion clcc~cd at thc prcscribcd limc and in h c  prescribed 
manner by [he Gram Panchfljat concerned in tach casc as 
may, horn time to time, bc de~crmined in s u d ~  manner as 
may bc prcscribcd by thc prcscribcd aulhority by order 
made in [his behalf so Illat lhcrc shall bc at Icastonc mcmhcr 
for every five hundrcd mcmbcrs or thc Grum Sablru and 
[hat [here shall be at least one ~ncrnbcr from every Graa~ 
Sablra: 

Provided [ha! no mcrnbcr or a Gmrn Snbha shall bc 
elected LO be a member of an A~tcl~ul P u ~ ~ c I r ~ r r r  if hc has 
any of the disqualifica!ions ~nenrioncd in sccljon 15. 

'Sub-scction (1) w a  subsl~ured for !he cxisring sub-scclionby s. 3 3 )  of rhc Wesr 
Bcngd Ptarclrtr~urt and Ziilu Purislrud~ (Arnendmenr) Act. I965 (Wcsl Bcn. Act XXVlI  
u l  1965). 

Prior to 11iis subs~ilu~ion ~ h c  sccond proviso of sub-xclion ( 1 )  wa.5 omitled by s. 7(5) 
nT rhe Wecr Rcnlrnl Pn~ir l r~~wrr  IAmtrnrlmml) Arr. 1959 flVe<l R1.n Arr  XV nT 19FQ1 



Tile IVesr B e l l g a l  Panchay a1 Acr, / 957. 
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(Purl I.--Clraprer 1 V.-Anchal Panchayars.-Seclion 27.) 

[ ( l a )  If wirhin rhc time fixed for ~ h c  election, a Grllrrr P a n d q a r  
Fails lo clcc~cd rhc numbcr of me~nbers ro be eleclcd undcr sub-section 
(1) .  n~lo~hcr clection shall be hcld to f i l l  the vLancy or vacancies remaining 
unfillcd and in c u e  [he Grurrr Pu~lcho~ur s i l l  fads lo dect  the number 
of~~lcmbc'rs a\ such sccond clection, the Slatc Governmenl may appoint 
a mcmbcr or members lo cornplcle the numbcr. Any person so appointcd 
shalt be deemcd 10 bc duly elec~ed nicmbcr. 

?(3) Thc tenn of orficc of cvery member of an Arlclral P u ~ r c / ~ a ~ a t  
elecred by ihc mc~nbers of a G ~ ~ I I I  Puxtchayar shall commcnce from r l ~  
dalc or  he firn meerin~ or Ihc A l ~ c h a l  Patrclm~y~t at which a quorum 
is presenr and shall extend un~il the firs1 mce~ing of the nexl newly 
consritu~ed Atrul~al Patrclrayat a[ which a quorum is prcscnt. 

(4) \!hen a vacancy occurs in the membership olan A~rclral Patrclruyat 
it shall he filled wirhin '[rhrce] months from rhe 'dare of rhc vacancy by 
elec~ion by the Gratlr Put~clrt~yu! which etccled rhc menrber \vhosc seal 
h~ fi~llcn vacaot. 

Jarr ir / l t~i~~ 2nd 
l l p l l -  

27. (1) Every Atrd~al Pa~~chnyat shall at ils Lrsl n~eeling a1 which 
Pt.<rrl/ror~ or a quurum is prcsenr clcn in the manncr prescribed one oi  irs mcmkw 
A rrt.lrrrl 
Pd'rr~r~I;rrw~r, to hc its Pradl~on and nnnther member LO bc iu Upa-Pradlrrrn: 

>Provided rhnt whcn a person elcctcd as lhe Adl~yaklru or the 
Upudl~,yahl~a of a Grax~i Purrrl~ayar is nlsa elected as thc Pmdiiarr or 
rhc Up-Pratl/tntnr~ o f  the Anchat Panchayai. such person shall cease lo 
be [he Adlryakshu or the Upadlryahl~a, as the casc may bc, of [he Grarrr 
Potir~huyar with effect  from thc date of 'his clcclion as h e  Pradl~u~r or 
rhc Upa-Prr~dl~rr~i 01 the A~tclra[ P~rrclrayol. 

(2) Thc [err11 of orficc or the Pradhcrn and  he Upa-Prfldjrar~ or the 
Arrcha! Plrtrd~oyar shall bc thc residue of his ~ c m  of office as a mcmbcr 
o € tllc A ~ i c l ~ a l  Purrclrtr~ar: 

Provided [ha1 an clcctcd Pradlratr or Upa.Prad11a11 shill cclntinuc in 
oftlce unril a new Pradlrirrl or Upo-Pradhatr is eleaed by [he ncwly 
constilurcd Arzcl~al ~ u t i c l r u ~ u ~  af~er'a general clcction. 

'Sub-ser~ion ( la )  w a  inserlud by s. 7(b) oCrhr West B c n ~ d  P U I L C ~ I ~ ~ J ( I I  (A~ncndmen!) 
Act, 1959 [Wrst E n -  ACI XV of 1959). 

:Sub-scclinn I?) was omirrud by s. 7(c), iMd , 

'Sub+sccti*n (3) rv .u  suhsii~u!cd for the original sub-srctian by s. 7(d), ibirl. 
'This word within thc squarr bnckets was substiturcd lor the word "lwo" by s. Xc) .  

ibtd. 
'mi.; nmvicn wnc ndrlrrl ht. c A i l r i ~ l  
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Cliap~er V.-Ponuers n~zd du~ies oJ Gmm Panchay 31s. 

. . . . ,  - 
, . . , 

'27A. Tlie elecrion or appojnlrnenl of the membcrs of cvcry A~tcfral Elecrinnor 
appoin~mcnr 

f'atlclrlrj(~r and of its Pradl~un and Upa-Prnlra~r shall bc no~ificd in rhc of mcmbm. 
tnanncr prcscribed. Prrtdlrrr~~ and 

y1r- 
P K ( I ~ / I [ I I I  or 
,Irl~-lirrl 

P<lllcillt~lll . .  . 

lo he , . 
no~ificd. . . 

28. The provisions or scctions 17 lo 24 shall, rrrrrtoris ~n~rrundis, Ap~licalion 
or srclions apply in the case or an A~ri.ltnl Put~clru~ar, ils Pradha~z, Upu~Pradlio~i ,, 24 in 

and member. 

29. An A~rclial Pat~cl!ayat may arrcr [he clccrion of irs Pradl~arr and COlnl1ullcc5 
or Arrrlrirl 

Upu-Plarllro~r, conslilute by specific resoIulions at a meeling specially p,l,tc/,t,~i,rs, 
convened for thc purpose such commirtee or commirlccs Tor such purpose 
or purposes as i l  may spccjfy a d  s l~a l l  determine ~ h c  number of members 
01 each such commil~cc. 

30. Every Ancl1al Pntrclrr~yat shall by [he name no~ified undcr scclion lflcaWm- 
lion of 25 hc n body corporaIe having perpclual succession i ~ n d  a colnlnon seal ~ , , , , , , 1  

and shall, subjecl to the rcslricdons or qualificaljons. if any. imposed P o ~ l u h t l ~ ( ~ r .  ! 
under this Act or undcr any othcr law for rtle rime being in fnruc, have 
powcr ro acccpl a gift of, acquirc, hold, ndminisrzr and transrcr properry 
both ~novable and immovable and ro cnter into any conlrrrcl or do all 
~llings ncccssary for the purposes of this Act, and sIlalI by the said name 
suc and bc sucd. 

CHAPTER V, 

Powers and duties of Grant Panclrayols. 

31. Subjec~ rn such condirions as may be prescribed, a Grnrrt Obtigalory 

Pnnclrrryrrf shall as rx as possible within the limits of ihc fund at irs c;,!ior 
disposal, provide within the arca undcr irs juris,diCrion ior- t a t ~ ~ i ~ I ~ ~ i j ( ~ ~ .  

(a) sanitation. conservancy and drainage and [he prevention or 
public nuisanccs; 

(b) curar i~z  and preyenlive measurcs in rcspccl of malaria or 
an epidemic; 

(c) vaccination and inoculation; 
(d) supply of drinking rvaicr and ihc cleansing and disinfecting 

the sources OF supply and sloragc of  waler; 
(c) thc maintcnnncc, rcpair nnd consmlc!ion of public s ~ c c l s  

and prorecdon thereol; 

'Sec!ion 27A was inscncd by s. 9 of thc Wcst Bengd P f l ~ ~ c b n y ~ r  (Arnendmenr) Act, 
in<n 11t1..-,  n.." A - 1  vll ! a m $  
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( h r r  I.-Clmnpter V.-Po~vcls atzd drrrirs oafcram Panchnyats. 
--Secrioe 32.) 

. . .  . , , . , , . 
. . 

(0 l l ie rcrnoval of  encroachmen~ on public strccls or public 
.. .. 

places; 

(g) rile prorection and rcpair of buildings or oLhcr propcriy 
vestcd in ir; 

(h) rhc rnanagemcnl and carc o l  public ranks, subjecl ro thc 
provisions of the Bcngal Tanks Improvenlent Act, 1939, Rcn- Acl XV 

of 1939. 
common gr;lzing grounds, burning ghats and public grave- 
yards for [he common bencht of rhc pcaplc; 

(i), thc suppIy of any IocnI information which [he District 
Magiaralc or dlc Dis~rict Board or [be Anclrul Pat~ciru~nr 
wiihin the local l imik  of whose jurisdiction the Cmrtt 
Putrcha)rar i s  silunte, may rctluirc; 

(j) the regis~rarion or bir~hs and dealhs ~virhin the Iocal l imi~s  
of the jurisdicrjon of rhc G ~ U I I I  P(11lc11ayat under the 
provisions of the Bengal Births and Dealhs Rcgistralion Bcn. Acl  l V  

01 1873. 
Act, 1873, if rcquired 10 do so by [IIE Dislrict Magisiratc; 

(k) orgnnising volunlary labour €or c o r n  unity works and works 
fur tile uplirt of irs m a ;  

(1) '* * * * s * * 

Otlirr duucs 32. ( I) A Grutll Pn~rclrajat shall also perform such olher func~ions 
OF GI ~INI  

as tlw Slaie Govcrnmenl may assigd lo it in respecl of- 

(a) primary, social, technical or vocalional cducn~ion; 

(6) rural dispensaries, hcalth ucnires and marerniry and child . . . , . .  . .  

- ,  - .  . welfare ccn trts; . ,  . . 

(c) rnnnngemenl of any public Serry under 111e Bcngal Ferries Ben. Act I or 
l'dS5. 

Act, 1885; . . , , 
. . .. . , 

(d) irrigalion; 

(c) grow-morc-rood campaign; 

(F) carc of [he infirm mlod the desd~utc; 
(g) rehabilirnrion or displaced pcrsons; 

(11) i~nptoved breeding of carrle, mcdicnl rrcalnien t of cnulc and 
prevention of calllc disease; 

(i) irs ncling as a c h a ~ c l  duough which Go\,crnrnenl assisr:hncl: 
should reach h e  villages; 

ti) bringing waste land under cullivation; 

'Otnincd by s. 2(4) of thc Wc51 Dengal I'atrr1111~ur and Zillfl Pnrirhi~ds (Arncndmcnl) 
4 -, ~ n c c  , > r r  ... n... , .. ~ , ~ , . r r r  - r  l n r r r  
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-Sectiot~ 33.) 

(k) pron~otion of villagc planlalions; 

(1) ~ n n g i n g  for cul[iva~ion of land lying fallow; 
(m) arranging for co-opcrativc managznlenr of land and other 

resourcts OF thc villagc; 

(n) assisring in thc irnplcmcn1ation of land reform lneasure in 
ils area; and 

(0) the irnplemcnurion of such schcmcs as may be iormula~cd 
or periormancc of such acts as may bc cnmsled to [he Granr 
Patlci~ajat by [he Stale Governmcrll. 

(2) The Sme Govemmcn~ may at any l ime Tor reasons lo be recorded 
in writing witltdraw from n Gratrl fonchnjar any function assigncd to 
ir undcr sub-section (1). 

33. Subjec~ to such conditions as may bc prescribed, a Grorrr Di"c'c[ion- 
yy ~ U I ~ C S  01 

Pur~cl~u~at may, and shati if the Sra!c Govcrnmcnl so directs, makc c~~~~~ 
provision for- P ~ I I I C / I ~ ~ , V ( ~ I .  

(a) rhe nlainlcnancc of lighting of public slreels; 

(b) planting and maintaining lrccs on the sides of public slreels 
or in other public places vested in it; 

(c) ihc sinking of wells and cxca\~arion of ponds and tanks; 

(d) the i~i~roducrion and promotion of co-operalive rarming, co- 
opcrarivc srores, and othcr co-operative entcrpriscs, lradcs 
and callings; 

(c) [he construclion and regulation of markers. the holding and 
regularion of Fairs;~aelas and huts and exhibitions of Iocal 
producc and products of local handicrafis and home 
induslries; 

(1') [lie allnlment of placcs for storing manurc; 

(g) assisring and advising agriculturisrs i n  Ihe mnrlcr of obtaining 
State loan and i ~ s  distribution and repayment: 

(h) filling up of insanitary depressions and reclaiming of 
unheaIthy locdi~ies; , 

(i) the promo(ion and encourngemcnr of coltage indunrics; 

(j) d ~ e  destrucrion OF rabid or owncrlcss dogs; 

(k) regulaling !hc producion and disposal of foodstuffs and 
olher comrnodilies in the mzlnncr prescribed; 

(I) the consuucuon and mainrenancc of sarais, d~tarut~t~~alrrs, 
r c s ~  houses, callle shcds and c w  stands; 

(rn) the disposal of unclaimed caltlc; 
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(n) thc disposal of unclaimed corpses and carcasses; 
(0) [he establishmenl and mainienance nf libraries arid reading 

rooms; 

[p) rhe organisa~ion nnd main~enance of ak!~;lrrrras, clubs and 
othcr p!accs ibr rccrealion or games; 

(q) the rnaintcnance of rccords rclnting 10 populaiion census, 
crop census, car~lc ccnsus and ccnsus oluncmptoyed pcrsons 
atld of o ~ l ~ r r  srarislics as may be prcscribed; 

(r) [he performance in the manner prcscribed of any of rtle 
funclions of h e  Disrrict Board, with its previous approval, 
calcula~cd ro bench h e  peoplc living wi~hin thc jurisdiclion 
or lhc Gru111 Punclraynt; 

(s) rcndcdng assis~ancc in extinguishing Fire and prolrcting lilc 
and property whcn fire occurs; 

(I) assiwiog in !he prcvcnrion of burglar). and dacoiiy; 

(u) any o~her local work or service of public u!iIi~y or which 
is likcly lo promorc !he I~ealth, conlfor~, convenience or 
mn~crial prosperity of [he public, nor otherwise provided Ibr 
in lhis Act. 

31. Where tllc Stale Government assigns any funclion ro a Grnte 
Prr~rcl~ajar undcr scction 32, or where i t  dircc~s a Crmti Patlclrayar ro 
makc provision ror any of !hc items enumcraled in scction 33, it shall 
place such funds at ~ h c  disposal of the Grarrr Pn~~cl~a,var as m a y  bc 

rcquired for  he perfonnancc of d ~ e  runclions so assigned lo ~ h c  Granl 
Pu~ichc~yor or for making provisions for the item so dirccted to bc made 
by ~ h c  L'rarrr Pn~lcltayar. 

35. Nothing i n  sections 3 1 .  32 and 33 shall bc dce~ned lo impose 
any duty or confer any power on  he Gro~a  Parlchnjur with respec1 10 

any matter which is undcr the direct adminis~rativc control of any 
depar~ment of thc Ccntral or S~ntc Govemmen~ or of any local authority, 
unless such duty or ~ O \ V C I  has heen ~ransfcrred or dclcg~ted 10 Ihc Grmrr 
Pu~rcha,vat by order or thc Central or Statc Govcrnrncnr, or or thc local 
nuthorily, 3s (11~  CMC niny bc: 

Provided rllai when thc Slale Govcrnmenl or any local au~hrsrity 
tmnsfcrs or delcga~es any oC its du~ics ur powers ro a Grat?r Pa~lcfrfljat, 
ir shill1 placc the funds ncccssary for the perfomnnce of such dulies or 
nowers ill rht disnnqfll nf I hr Crrrrrr Pnl;rlrrrr.n+ 
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(Part I. -Clmpler V.-Polverr olid drrries of Gram 
Panchayats.-Sccrioti 36.) 

36. ( 1) For rhc improvcmenl of sanirarion, a Grollr Partclruyit sllall I V r o v c -  
men[ or 

have power to do all acts n e c c s s q  for, and incidental 10. lhc pcriomance saniralion, 
of the functions cnuusrcd or dclcgared ro ir and in parlicuIar and withoul 
prejudice to rhc gcncralily of the foregoing powcr or to ~ h c  provisions 
of any other Acl for the lime bcing in force, a' Granr Patzchajar may 
require the owner or occupier of any land or building, by wrilrcn noricc 
and within a rcasonablc period to bc specified in thc notice, aftcr laking 
into considcrnlion his financial podtion,- 

(a) lo close. remove, aller, repair, cleanse, disinfect, or pul in 
good ordcr any lalrine, urinal, water-closel, drain. cess-pool, 
or other rcccpraclc Tor filth, suIlagc walcr, rubbish or rcfuse 
pe~~aining ro such land or building, or to remove or alter any 
door or trap or conslruct any drain for any such latrine, 
urinal or waler-closet which opcns on LO a strecl or drain 
or to shut offsuch latrine, urinal or warcr-closcl by a sufficien~ 
roo( pr wall or fcnce from the view of persons passing by 
or dwelling in the neighbourhood; 

(b) lo cleanse, repair, cover, fill up, drain -off or remove watcr 
li.orn, a privatc wcll, tank, rcscrvoir, pool, pit, dcprcsson or 
cxcavarion rhcrcin which may be injurious 10 hcalth or 
offensive Lo the neighbourhood; 

(c) 10 clear off any vegetation, undergrowth, prickly pear or 
scrub jungle therclrom; 

(d) ro remove any dirt, dung, nighboil, manure or any obnoxious 
or offensive matter [herefrom and lo cleanse the land or 
building: 

Providcd that a person on whom a noticc has bccn~served as aforesaid 
may, within thirty days of receipl of h e  nolice, appeal lo h e  prescribed 
aulhority against [he order con~ained in h e  nolice whereupon the prescribed 
au~hority may slay the operation of the order conlained in the nolice till 
the disposal of the appeal and il may, arrcr giving such nolice of thc 
appeal 10 rhe Gratn Paechajar concerned u may be prescribed. modify, 
ser aside OF confirm the order: 

Providcd rurrhcr [ha[ thc prcscribcd aulhority shall, when it confirms 
or modifies the ordcr contained in [he notice after [he expiry of the period 
nlenlioned rherein, f ix  a fresh period wilhin which the order contained 
in lhc noricc, as confirmed or modiiicd by i!, shall be camcd out. 

(2) If a person upon whom a noticc has bcen served as aforesaid and 
which has no1 bccn scr nsidc by Lhc prcscribcd aurhoriry fails, wirhour 
surficien~ rensnn. rn comnlv with the order contained in the noticc or thc 
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order as modified by h e  prescribcd authoriry, wihin the ume specified 
in thc natice or wilhin rhc limc fixed by the prescribed authod~y, as h c  
case may bc, hc shall be liable, on convichn by a magistrate, to a fine 
which tnny cxtcnd ro twenty-five rupees. 

37. A Grot11 Ponchnyot shall havc conlrol ovcr all public slreers and 
water-ways wilhin its jurisdiction olhcr lhan canals as defincd in section 
3 of [tic Bcngal Irrigation Act, 1876, no1 bcing privatc properly and not Ben. Act 111 

01 1876. . . 

being under [he conlrol of thc Ccnlral or Stale Governmenl or thc District 
, , ,  

Board or any orher local authorit):, and may do all things necessary for 
ihe inaintenance and rcpair thereof, and may- 

(a) consrrucl new bridgcs and culvcm; 

(b) diver1 or close any such public strcct. bridge or culverl; 

(c) widen, open, enlarge or othcrwisc improve any such public 
' srreet, bridge or culverl and with minimum damage lo [he 

neighbouring fields, plant and preserve trees on [he sidcs 
of such steer; 

(d) deepen or otherwise jrnprovc such water-ways; 

(e) will, lhc sanc~ion oi rhc Disuict Board and whcrc lhcrc is 
a canal as defined i n  rhc Bcngnl Irrigation Act, 1876, with 
Ihc sancrion also of such officer as ~ h c  State Government 
may prescribe, undertake irrjgalion projects; 

(0 trim hedges -and branches of rrces projecting on public 
streets; and 

(g) scr apart by public nolice any public source of waler-supply 
Tor drinking or culinary purposes and -likewise prohibj t all 
ballling, washing or oher ac~s likely 10 pollulc rhc source 
so set apart. 

, 38. ( 1 )  A Gralrl Por~clra~~uf may, by w-illen nolice, requirc ihc owner 
of, or the person having control over, a priva~e water-coursc, spring, tank, 
wcll, or other placc, the water of which is used For drinking or culinary 
purposc, alrer raking into considcra~ian his financial posidan, la  take all 
or any of the following steps within a reasonable period to bl: spccilicd 
in such nolice, namely:- 

(a) to kccp and maintain h e  same in good repair; 

(b) 10 clcan the same, from time ro timc or silt, refuse or 
decaying vcgclalion; 

Icl rn nrnlprt if rrnm nnlliirinn. and 
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(Par-r 1.-Cllrrpter V.-Polver.~ atlrl r1lr1ir.s of Gram 
Pauchayats.-Sec~iu~~ 39.) 

(d) to prcvcnl ils use, i f  it h u  bccome so pollurcd m to bc 
prejudicial to public health: 

Provided diat a pcrson upon whom n noticc as aforesaid ha5 bcen 
scrved may, within rlijny days from the date of rcccipt of the norice, 
appeal to thc prescribed authoriry ngainsl the order con~aincd in [he 
no~ict: wliereupon thc'prtscrihed au[hori(y may slay lhe operation of thc 
ordcr con~ained in the nolicc [ill tlw disposal or thc appcnl and il may, 
arrer giving such no~icc of thc appeal [o the Grarrl Pu~ick~yor  concerned 
rn rnap be prescdbcd, modify, seL aside or confirm rhc order: 

Provided i-urthcr rhat [he prescribed authoriry shall. when i t  confirms 
or modifies the ordcr conrained i n  h e  noricc a f  cr the expiry of the pcriod 
mcn~ioflcd therein, fix a rrcsh period within which rhc order conrained 
in the notice, 3s confinned or modified by it, slldl be carried oul. 

(2) I f  any pcrson upon whom a nolice tias hcen scrvcd as aforesaid 
and wl~ictl has no1 been ser asidc by thc prescribed authorily fails, 
wirllou~ sufficient rcason. [a comply wirh lhc ordcr contained in thc 
nolice or rhc ordcr as r~lodilicd by rhe prcscribcd ao~horiry, \vi~hin thc 
lime specified in thc norice or wi~hin thc timc lixcd by [he prescribed 
nurhority, as the casc may be, he shall be liablc, on convicrion by a 
magistra~e, to a Finc which may extend to ~wcnty-fivc mpccs. 

39. ( 1 )  Norwithstanding anything conlained in the Bcngal Waler Puwccof 
G~nrrr 

Hyacinlh Act, 1936, a Grn111 Pnt~cl~ajal may, by writren nolice, rcquirc pfl,tcl,~,sl,r 
rhc owncr or occupier of any land or prctnises, conlaining a tank or pond lo pEvCnt 

grow~h o f  
or similar deposit of wolcr, a r~e r  laking into considcralion his financial svimr- 

hyacinth or posi~ion. not lo allow water-hyacinth or any mher weed which may o,hcr lveed 
pollu~c watcr to s o w  [hereon and to endicnlc thc sarnc therefrom wirhin which 1 1 1 2 ~  

pollurc 
such reasonable period as may be spccificd in  the notice: W~ICT. 

Provided thar a person on whom a notice as aforesaid has bccn scrvcd 
may. within thirty days from [he darc of recdpi of [he nolice, appeal LO 

111e prescribed authority ngninsl Ihe order contained in thc noricc 
whcrcupon [he prescribed authority may sray lhc opcralion of 111e order 
contained in thc norice t i l l  rhc disposal of the appeal and i t  may, alter 
giving such norice of !he appcal ro the Grata Patzcha~ar conccrncd as 
may be prcscribcd, modify, set asidc or confirm tho ordcr: 

Providcd rurlhcr that [he prescribed authori~y shall, when i~ confirms 
OF modifics [he order con~ained in the notice 'ahcr L ~ C  cxpiry of the period 
mentioned thcrcin, fix a fresh period wirhin which the ordcr contained 
in thc narice. as confimled or modiiicd bv ir. shall be carried out. 
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(2) If any owner or occupier upon whom a noricc has been served 
3s arorcsajd and which has not bcen sct z i d c  by thc prescribed authoriry 
rails, witllour sufficient rcason, LO con~ply wirh rhe order conlaincd in  
the notiuc or thc order as modified by !he prescribed aurhority, within 
the tirile specified in the notice or within the rime Iixcd by ~ h c  prcscribcd 
authoriry, as rhc casc may be, hc shall bc liable, on convicrion by a 
magistrate, to a iinc which may exlend to ,twenly-live rupccs. 

40. In the evcnl of an oulbreak of cholcm or any other warer-borne 
infcc~ious discasc in any localiry situaled wirhin rhc local linlirs oi Illc 
j urisdicrion of  a Grall~ Pa'oliclzayat, the A d l ~ r ~ ~ h l ~ a ,  ~ h c  Upndl~ynk~lln or 
any other person aulllorjzcd by I hc  Adl~jabha may, during [he continuance 
of Ihc ou~brcak, without nolice and a! any h i e ,  inspecr and disinfccr any 
well, lank or olher place rrom which water is, or is IikcIy 10 bc, lnkcn 
for tllc purposc of drinking and may further take such steps he deems 
iil to prcvcnt ~ h c  drawing of warcr therefrom. 

41. If any work rcquircd to bc donc by an order contained in a notice 
scrvcd undcr scclions 36, 38 or 39 is not executed wi~hin rhe'period 
spccilicd in thc notice or wherc an appeal is made lo the prcscribcd 
authority, within an equal period from [he date-of the decision on thc 
appeal, [he Clatrr Pnttclrnyar may, in Ihc abscncc of satisfactory grounds 
for non-compljancc, causc such work to be carried out and the cosl of 
canying out such work shall be recoverable as an nrrear or public 
dema~ld from the person on whom ~ h c  nolicc was scrvcd. 

42. (1) Subject to such rules as may bc prcscribcd, IWO or morc 
Grarn Parrctruyats may cornbinc, by a wrir~cn instrumcnl duly subscribed 
by thcm, lo appoint a Joint Committee consisting of such representalives 
as may be chosen by [he respective Grartl P~rrcl~r~yafs For the purpose 
of [ransacling any busincss or carrying out any work in which they are 
jointly intcrcs~cd and may- 

(a) dclcgatc to such cornmiltee the power, with such condiuons 
as [he Gra)n Pa'or~cl~ayals rnay think fit 10 impost, lo frame 
any scl~erne binding on cach of the constiluenl Cralll 
PanrIiayurs ~5 to the consrruction and main~enance of any 
joint work and the powcr which nlny be exercised by any 
such Parrchayat in rela~ion to such scheme; and 

(6) framc or modify rulcs rcgarding the cons~itudon of such 
committees and the term of office of the members [hereof 
and the rnclhod of conducling busincss. 

(2) Iiany difference of opinion arises between the consrituent Grant 
Prrtrcl~aya~~ under this sectipn, it'shall be referred to such officer as the 
Slate Government may prescribe, and the decision of [he said oliicer 
[hereon sIlalI be final and binding on cach or  rhc constituent Grarll 
Patirhni~ntr. 



(Prrrt I.--Cfrrrprer V.-Powers arld d~ l r i es  of Gram Panchayars.- 
Sccrio~ls 43-45. -Clrcrprer VI.-Powers nrrd drrries u f 

Ancllal Pnnchay a&.-Sectioti 46.) 

43. ( 1 )  A ' IZi l id Pnrisllarl] may, with !he concurrence of a Gratrr Dclegalion 

P c i r ~ c h p r  and subject lo such reslricrions and conditions as may be $);;''' 
mu[ually agreed upon, dclcgalc ro such Grartr Patlcl~ayor any of its P , I T ; . ~ / I ~ I ~ I ,  
runc~ions in [he manner prescribcd. 

(2) Whcrc runclions are deIegated 10 a Grojrr P a t ~ c l ~ a ~ a t  under [his 
scclion, llv Grurrr Pa~rctrojur, in [he d i s c h ~ g c  or such runctions, shall 
aci a s  the agcnt of [hc ' [Zi l la  Pnrislrarl]. 

. . 
44. Subjcct ro rules made by the Slalc Govcrnmcnl in this behalf Appoint- . . 

incnl or a Crtrrrt P~rrrclra~at may appoint such staff as it may considcr necessary stall, . . 

to carry oul i ~ s  dutics under this Act and may fix thc salaries and 
allowances ro bc paid lo sucll sraFf. 

45. A Graat Panctruynt may, at a meeting specially convcncd for DJs~nlion 

thc purposc, by a resolution delegate ro irs AdIzjaksI~a such duties or $ ~ ~ ~ ~ n 5  
powers of rhu Pa~rclrajot as i t  thinks fit, subjcct to thc approval of the I ~ ~ ~ I T C ~ ~ O J ~ I  
prescribed aulhori~y, and may at any lime by n renolulion withdraw or :fd~,l,kT,,c,, 

modify [he same: 

Provided that when any powcrdelegated 10 an A ~ I I ~ U X ~ E I I ~  is wi1hdr;lwn 
or modificd, the Grat~l Puqclrayar shall fonhwilh give inlimalion rhcr 
of to  he prrscribcd nurhori~y. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Powers and duties of AtrclraI Pa~~c l raya t~ .  

46. ( 1 )  Subjcct lo rules made by the Srarc Govcmmen t in this behalf, Functions of 

a n A ~ ~ c l ~ n l P u ~ i c l ~ ~ ~ ~ o t s h a l l ' ~ r e s p o n s i b l c i o r -  rlr~chol P r v l c h u ~ ~ r . ~ .  
(a) the conuol and administration of the Atrcllal Pa~ichnyor 

Fund cs~ablished undcr this Act; 
(b) the imposj~ion, assessment and collcclion o f  the taxes, rales, 

rolls or fees Icvinhlt under this Acl; 
(c) [he maintenah and control of dafadars and clro~vkidars 

rvirhin i ts  jurisdiction and sccuring the due perfonnancc by 
rhe (fufudars and chol~Aidars of thc dudcs imposed on them 
under rllis Acr; !* * 

(d) thc proper consritulion and adnlinisrration of thc Nyoya 
Pa~zrha~al establishcd '[under [his Acr; and] 

-'(e) rhc performance of'such funclions as may bc trnnsrcrrcd lo 
il under sec~ion 3 1 of the Cat~le-lrespass Act. 187 I .  

'Subs1i1urt.d Tor ~ h c  wurdr "Disrricl B o d "  by s, 3 5 )  o i  the \Vest Bengal Pnr~cha~nr 
and ZilItr Atrrslrt~ds (Amcndlnent) ACI, 1965 (Wcs~ Bcn. Act XXVll o f  1965). 

:The word "md" w;rs omitid by s. 2(6](a). ibid. 
"ubstitutcd lor the words "undcr h i s  Aci." by s. 7,(6)(b), ilrid. .-. . .  .. 
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( 2 )  The Atlclrnl Prrrrclzayur may also pcrfornl such othcr dulics as 
may be assigned lo i t  by rhe Stalc Govcrnmen~. 

47. The Srare Government may, by gcncral or spccial order published 
in thc Oficinl Gazette, empowcr an A ~ r c f ~ o i  Pa~lcl~aynt to managc the 
cstntcs and at1 intercsrs rhcrein which are vcstcd in thc Srnrc and lo 
exercisc such powcrs, pcrlbnn such funcrions and discharge such duties 
in uonncclion ~hcrcwilh as may be conferred, assigned or imposed by 
or under any other Inw for the ~ i m c  hcing in forcc. 

48. (1) For cvery A~rcfral Patlcfrayar, there shall be a Secrerary wtro 
shall be i n  charge of h e  office O F  the Arzclral Parrcf~a~ur and shall be 
resporlsible for [he preparation of  its budget estimate of inconlc and 
cxpcndilurc, thc slalemenl of accounrs of [he previous year, the report 
on rhc work donc during thc previous year and the work proposed to 
be done during thc following ycar. 

(2) Tllc Secrernry shall bc [he cxecurive officcr of the A~ichal 
Panchoyr~t and shall bc nppointcd by ~ h c  Srntc Govcmmcnr or any officer 
or au~horily crnpowcred by the S ~ a l c  Governmcn[ in this behalf. 

( 3 )  An Arlciinl Patlchnjat may, a1 a mccring spccinlly convcncd for 
[he purpose, by a resolutipn delegare to irs Secrerary such duties or 
powers of [he AticAui Porrchaya~ as it thinks fit, subject 10 [he approval 
of the prescribed aulhority, and may at any lime by a resoIulion withdraw 
or modify the same:- 

Provided that when any power delegated 10 the Secretary is wirhdrawn 
or ~nodilied, thc~A~lcfrul Pr111cllnyat shall fonhwirh givc inrimation thcreof 
to the przscribcd aulhori~y. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of sub-seclion (3), the Secretary shall 
act in respccr of all orher mauers undcr [he dircclion of the Pradlratl 
rhrough whom he shaIl be rcsponsiblc l o  ~ h c  Allchal Pnllchnjnr. 

(5) Thc Starc Gnvcrnrncnt shall make rules prescribing rhe mclhod 
ol' recruitment, condirions of service, pay and allowances and the age 
of  superannuation of rhc Sccrciary. 

(6) The salary and allowances of the Secretary shall he paid our or 
the Aticl~oi P~~~clrrrq-at Fund. 

(7) Subjecl LO rulcs made by the State Government in this behalf, 
an Atr~.llal Pa~icl~nyul may appoinl such additional staff as it may consider 
nzcussxy lo carry out its duties under ~ b i s  Acl, and may fix the salaries 



(Pnr7 I.-Cl~aprcr Vl'l.-Po~vrrs o~zd drrries of Anchal 
P a n c h a ~ s  .-Secriu~~s 49, 50.-Cl~aprer V11.-- 

Dafadars u~rrl Chowkidars.-Secrio11s51, 52.) , .  . 
. ... . . - .  , 

. . 
- . 

- ,  
. . .  . . 

49. An A~iclral Pa~ichayrrl may. at a rnczting specially convened Tor m l c ~ z ~ i ~ n  
of runctions 

rhc purpose, by a rcsolurion dclcgare to ils Prudtmrr such dutics or urArlcl,n/ 
powers of the Atzclrul Par~clzn~ot as i t  lhinks l i t ,  subject 10 thc approval P'ulcllt+ft 

io irs 
of the prcscribed authori~y , and may a[ any t imc by a resolurion withdraw p,a,,,. 
or inodify lhe snmc: 

Prnvidcd  liar rvhcn any powcr dclegxed la a Ptudlrarz is withdrawn 
or niodificd, [he A~icfral Pntrclzajar shall forthwith give intimatian [hereof 
10 lhc prescribed audlority. 

. , - -  - .  
. . -  - , .  . 

50. An Arlchal Putrcix~yar may, if requested lo do so by a Gmrri Alrclr(ll 
P u l l c ~ l ~ l ~ ~ t l  

Prrrrclraynt, lcnd the scrvjccs of i ts Sccre~ary to thc Grarrr Poncltayar, lend ,h, 
on such terms and condilions as may be agreed upon berween w c h  Gmnr scn.iccs of 

115 SCCTCIJT~ 
Pnnchrrya! aiid ~ h c  A~iclial Purrciiayar, for such purposcs as may be to a Grill,, 

specified by thc Arlclral P o ~ ~ c l ~ n ~ a r  and thcrcupon [he Sccrctary shall JJfl"clifi!{~f. 

rcndcr such service ro rhc Grure Po~lcl~a,var. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Da fadars and Cllo wkidars. 
I 

51, { I )  For general warch and ~vard. prevenlion of crimc, proleclion LJclfi~durs 
and of life,and propzrry and discharsing all funclions relcvant tl~erero as ,,,,,,.~,~,,,, 

hereinafter providcd wilhin the local limits o l  thc jurisdiclion of an 
Atlclinl Pa~lclrajot. every Anciral Pa~~cliayar shall. unlcss otherwise 
ldirectcd or other provision is madc by the Statc Government. maintain 
under i ~ s  control such nurnbcr of dafadars and cl~o~vkidors as thc State 
Govcrnrnenl may by general or special ordcr deierminc. 

(2) Thc numbe~ ,or kfadars and clra~vkidurs to be rnaintaincd by an 
A)iclml Pu~lcl~ayat and h c  salary to bc paid ro them and the naturc and 
111c cosr of their'equipmcni and all malters relating 10 their recmilment, 
condilions of scrvice, power and duties. supcrannuarion, discipline, 
punishment and dis~nissal shall be deterrnincd in  accordance wirh such 
rules as may bc prescribcd. 

52. Thecos~ofmaintcnanceofdafad~rsandd~~o~vkirlarsorany part S13.1~ Govcrnmcnr 
~hcrzof may be conlribuled by hc slate Govcrnmcnl to [he Aschal may 

- .  . . - . - .  - -  . . -  - . . . - ,  - . 
. , . - contribuic . . . . Po)ichnyar Fund. 

cost PI 

and 

'For no~ilicmion dirccling ,ha, the A~rcJ~ol Pn,rrlrr~r.nrs within rhc local limits of tht: cl'""'ki*ur.r. 

police-sraions sptcificd in the disrric~ or Purulia shdl nor mainlain undcr their con~rol  
any clnjtdtrr or clrnwkidnr. see no~ifica~ion No. 2363123P13C-3/60, dated 2.8.60, published 
in lht: r~rlrrrt~rr G<~;cf/e of 1960. Pan 1. narx 2693. 
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I'oi5Cn 53. { I )  Every d,ntvkidrr shall cxercise rhc Following powers and 
du~ivsbl  
, , , , l r ,  perfom1 the following duties:- 
and 
& I ~ ~ I ( I I I ~ J .  (i) he sl~all give immcdiare informalion to thc officer-in-charge 

of rhc police-s~ation having jurisdiction ovcr h e  area and 
ro thc Pradlru~i of the Ailcflal Parrcl~ayar, of cvery unnatural, 
suspicious or suddcn death which may occur, and oi  any 
oflcncc specificd in Schedule TI which may bc c~mmitlcd 
wi~hin thc jurisdiclion or [he Ancl~al Panckayar and hc shall 
keep [he officer-in-charge of the-said police-aation and [he 
Prudhan informcd of all djspures which are likely to lcad 
to a riot or serious affray: 

( i i )  hc may, wilhour an order from a Magislmle and withour a 
warnnt, arresl- 

(a) any pcrson who has been cor~cerncd in any cognizable 
offc~ice or against whom a reasonable complain[ has 
been made, or credibIc inrom~arion has been received, 
or a reasonable suspicion exisls of his having bccn so 
concemcd; 

( b )  ;my person having in his possession wilhour lawful 
excusc, the burden of proving which excuse shall lic 
on such pcrson, any implement of how-breaking; 

(c) any person who has been proclairncd as an offcnder 
undcr any Iaw; 

(d) any person in whose possession anything is round which 
rnay reasonably be suspected to bc slolen property, or 
who may reasonably be suspcctcd of-having corn~ni~rcd 
an oficnce, w i~ l i  reference to such ~hing; 

(e) any person w h ~  obslruc~s a policc officer while in ~ h c  
execuriod of his dlrry or who has escaped, or attempts 
to escape, from lawful cusrody; 

(I) any person reasonably suspcc~ed of being a dcscner 
from \he Indian Army, Navy or Air Force; and . . ,  . . .  

. - .. . (g) any rcleased convjcr committing a breach or any rule . . 

nladc under sub-secuon (3) of seclion 565 of the Code Acr V of 

of Criminal Procctlure, 1898; 1898. 

(iii) he shalI, to thc best of  his ability, preveni, and he may 
inrerpose for the purpose of preventing, [he commission of 
any orfencc specificd in Schedule U: 



The West BerlgaI Panchayar Ac!, 1957. 

(iv) hc shall assisl private pcrsons in making such arresls as illley 
niay lawfully makc, and he shaII report such arrests withoul 
dclay to thc officcr-in-chhrge of  the police-slation having 
jurisdiction ovcr th'c arca; 

(v) he shall observe, and From time 10 rim'e report lo such 
officer-in-charge, ~ h c  movements of all bad characters within 
rllc jurisdiction of thc AlrcliaI Patrcfrayar; 

(vi) he sllall report ro such officcr-in-chargc thc arrival o f  
suspicious characlers in [he neighbourhood: 

(vii) 11e shall repon in such manner as may bc dircc~cd by the 
Disuict Magistrate, h e  bidhs and dealhs which havc occurrcd 
within the local linlils of the jurisdiclion of thc Anchal 
Pnrrcirayar; 

(vjii) he shall give irnmcdialc infomalion lo the Gram Par~cl~a~ar 
of [he oulbreak of any epidcrnic discasc among mcn or cattle 
within [he local limits of its jurisdic~ion; 

(ix) hc shall supply any local information which lhe Districr or 
Subdivisional Mngislrate or any police officer may require; 

(x) hc shall obey thc ordcrs OF thc Ancl~al Parrcirayar in regard 
to kceping wnlch wihih iw jurisdiction and in regard 10 

orher matiers connec~ed wirl~ his du~cs;  

(xi) hc,shaIl give immcdiatc information lo h e  AtichnI Parrclfajar 
of rhc commission of any oflence under [his Act or any rule 
tnadc ~hcrcundcr which has come to his knowledge and OF 
any encr&chmenl on, or obstruction lo, any road or waterway 
within h e  local limits of [he jurisdiclion of h c  Ancl~ul 
Pnrrcl~ayar, and of any damage to any property vesled in the 
Aticl~al Pa~~chayat or undcr i u  conlrol; 

(xii) he shall assis1 any pcrson duly aurhoriscd by thc A~rchal 
Pu'asclio~at !o colIccl a n y  rate. t,u, IoII or fcc: 

(xiii) he shnll scrvc such processes as may bc prcscribcd upon 
persons rcsidcnt wirhin his jurisdiction; and 

(xiv) he shall carry o u ~  such other duties as may be entrusted lo 
him from time ro lime in accordance wilh this Acl or any 
rule made [hereunder. 

(2) Evcry dqfadnr shall cxcrcjse all rhc powers confcrrcd on a 
clzowkidrrr undcr sub-section ( I )  and shaIl perform such dutics as may . . . .  . . . 
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(Purr I.-Cltoprer VI1.-Dafadars arld Cl~owkidxs . -  
Secriun 54.-Cl~aprer VIII.-Fi~ronce n~zd Tururiotr.- 

Secfiorl55.) 

Arrcslsd 54. Whencver a dafildar- or a cl~o~r~kidar arresls any pcrson under 
p r s o n  lo h 
inken I,, scction 53, he shall lonhwith take [he person so mcstcd to the police- 
prrlivc- 
sration. 

station having jurisdiction ovcr the arca in which the arrcst is made: 

Providcd that if [he arrest is made a! night such person shall bc so 
Laken, as soon ns convenient, on the following morning. 

CHAPTER vm. 
Finance and Taxation. 

A I ~ C I N I I  55. ( 1 )  For cvcry A~rclrnl Par~clrayat, there shall bc cons~i~uted an 
I'rrrrr-11,ryrr 
Fund. A ~ z c l ~ d  Pnnclra~u~ Fund and [here shall be placed ro thc crcdi~ !hereof- 

(a) any contribution madc by rhc Stale Government for gcncral 
or any special purposc; 

(b) any tax, toll, fee, rale or other imposition lcvicd and collected 
undcr lhis Acl; 

(c) any sum conrriburcd by h e  District Board or any ohcr local 
authority; 

Id )  any sum raised ns Ioan or rcceived as gifis or contributions; 
and incornc lrorn endowments or ~rusrs made in favour of 
t hc A~lclral Patichajar: 

Provided that where an endowment or rrust is made in 
favour ol two or mbre Atrchal Patrchqats, thc income from 
such endowments or msts shall be apportioned belween the 
Anclral Purrchayars concerned by the Statc Government, as 
far as in the manner indicated in the inswrnenl 
creating such endowmenr or trust, and in the nbscncz ofany 
such indicarion in rhe inskumeor creating rhe endowmcnt 
or [rust, in such manner as Ihc Slatc Government may lhink 
f l 1 ;  

(e) all fines and pcnaltics imposcd under this Acl or thc rulcs 
madc rhcrcunder; and 

If) all orher sums rcccivcd by or on behalf of the Atlchal 
Punc/iayaf undcr this Act or ~[henvjse. 

(2) Every A~~cizal  Prrr~cltoyar shall sel aparl and apply annually out 
of the Ar~chaI Pa~zchajat Fund- 

(a) Jirsr, such sum as may be required 10 meet the cost of its 
, . .  . 
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( b )  secor~d/s, such sum as may bc rcquircd ro mcct rhc cost of 
adminisrrarion of rhc Nyuyo Pu~rclmy~t conccmed; 

(c) flrirdlj: such sum ns may be rcquircd lo mccl ~ h c  cosl of 
maintenance of dafadars and cf~o\vA.idurs;~* * 

~ ( c c )  fnlll~/lfy, such sum as may be required 10 perfom1 the dulies 
assigned ro it by [he State Govcmmenr undcr sub-sccuon (2) 
of sccuon 46 and lo exercisc thc powcrs, pcrform rhc iuncuons 
.and discharge [he duues rererred ro ln secrion 47; and 

(d) '[iilhIy], such sum as may be rcquircd to make allolments 
ro [he Gratn Parrclrayat Funds under i ~ s  jurisdiclion lo enable 
[he Grarn Panclra~ars concerned ro carry oul [heir duties 
and func~ions undcr h i s  Acl, such allolmcn~s bcing made 
afier taking inlo consideralion- 

(i) rhc amounl available (or distriburion, 

(ii) rhe amount raised as lax, toll, fee or rate from each of 
rhc Grarrr S~1l1ns within its jurisdiction, and 

(iii) the amounls requircd by [he Grant Patrchayats 
concerned according lo the budger framed by them for 
carrying on [heir dulies and runcrions d u d i i  any year. 

L 

36. ( I) For every Craru Patzchajar there shaIl be cons~ituled a G m a  Gr~trlt 
P~ul~-I~f l )nl  Pnrrcirn,wt Fund [o which shall be crcditcd- Fund. 

(a) the sum or sums ksigncd l o  rhc fund undcr clausc (d) of 
sub-scclion (2) of sccljon 55; 

(b) any gifts or conuiburions received; 
(c) income from endowmenu and rnrsIs made in favour, or 

cn~crprises under the management, o l h c  Grats Pa~rclra~ar: 

Provided [hat where an endowmcnl or trust is made in 
favour or ~ w o  or  more Cru111 Patrcfrayars wirhin thc 
jurisdichon of the s m e  Al~chal P~~rclzujar, [he income from 
such endow~nenr or u s !  shall be apponioned between the 
Granr Purrcltnjars concerned by h e  Anclral Parlc/~ayar, as 
far as prac~icabte. in [he manncr indicalcd in [he instrumen1 
crealing such cndowmcnt or uust, and in the absence of any 
such indication in  h c  insturnerit crealing such endoimcnt or 
trusr, in such manner as h e  Asclral Patzcl~ajar may think fir: 

'Thc word "and" was ornilrcd by s. Z ( i )  of the Wesi Bcngd Prr~rcl~r~jal (Amcndrncnt) 
Act, 1978 (\Vest Bcn. Act XI I1 OC 1978). 

'Clause (cc) w : ~  insrncd by s. 7(ii) .  ;bid. 
'Thc word within thc squm bnckcrri substim~cd for the word "Counhly" by s. 
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Provided furlher that when an cndownlent or rrusr has 
bcen made in Favour of two or morc Gr.arrr Yarlchuyors no1 
within the jurisdiction or rhc same At~clraI Patrchajur, [hc 
inconlc from such cndowrnenl or trusl shall bc apponioncd 
betwccn thc Grrr111 Pa~lclrajaa concerned by thc prcscribcd 
authorily, as far as practicable, in the rnnnncr indicated in 
[he instrumen[ creating such endow~ncnt or uusl, and in the 
nbscnce of any such indication in rhc insrumen1 crealing 
such endorvmcn~ or rrusr, in such manner as the prcscribcd 
authority may think tit; 

(dl all sums rcccivcd by or on behalf of the Grarri SobIra or 
Crntlt Po~rcl~+at under this Act or otherwise. 

(2) It shall he thc dury of every Grarrr Parrclzaya~ to supply, subject 
to rhc approval of rhc prescribed authori~y, such funds as may bc required 
by rhc Grurrr Sublla concerned, 10 meel the charges incurrcd by the Crar~r 

Ili~position SobIra in carrying out ils duties undcr this Acl. 
of tns hy 
~llr~~hrrl  
I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ - I I I : . Y ~ I I .  57. ' ( I )  Subject ro such rulcs, mtcs and scales as may be prescribed 

by ~ h c  ~ & t e  Govcrnrncnt i n  [his behalf, an A~lchol Pntrchnjat shall 
itnpose yearly,- 

(:$ on lands and buildings within the local lirnirs of i ~ s  
.. jurisdiclion, a tax no1 exceeding two per cen~rrsl of rhe .I 

I annual valuc of such lands and buildings dcrerrnincd in the 
~rcscr ibcd manner lo be paid by thc owncrs or occupiers 
*or owners and occupiers tticrok 

(b) on professions, trades, callings and cmploymenls carried on 
or held within the local limils o l  its jurisdiction, a [ax on 
the basis or  thc total annual incomc accrued from such 
professians, tradcs, callings and crnployments, subjecl lo a 
maximum of [wo hundred and f i f ~ y  rupees per atr111rr~ in  
rcspcct of any one person. 

(2) Suhjccl to sucli rules and such maximum rates or scalcs as may 
br: prcscribcd by the Slate Government, an Ando1 Panehayat may levy 
thc following fees and rates:- 

(a) Fees on  he registration .of vehicles; 

(6) fees on plaints, pelitions and oihcr proccsscs in s u i ~ s  and 
cases insliiured beforc t hc Njaju Parrcllayut concerned; 

(c) LI kc for providing sanitary amngemenb at places of worship 
or pilgrimage within its jurisdiction; 

'Sub-scc~ion ( 1 )  wa subsrirurrd for the exisling sub-secuon by s. 2(7)(a) or the Wesr - 
B c n ~ l l  Ptrrrrbnwir and Zillrr Arrisir~rds (Amcndrncnt) Act. 1965 (Wcs~ Bcn. Act XXVIl 
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(d) a water rale, whcrc amngemcnt for thc supply of watcr is 
made by thc Grn111 Par~clrayat wilhin irs jurisdicrion; 

(e) a lighting rate. whcre arrangement for lighting of public 
strccrs and places and made by he Grarll Putid~uyar wilhin 
its jurisdicrion; 

(0 n conservancy rale, wherc arrangement for clearing privale 
latrines, urinals and ccss-pools is made by rhc G r a r n  
Pa~zcfrayut within its jurisdiclion. 

(3) The S tntc Government may, by no~ification, excmpt '(either 
wholly or in part] any class of properrics or classcs of properlies specified 
in the notiiicatio~l from ihc taxes, rates or fees leviable under [his section. 

(4) Any person who, i n  the opinion of the A11cha1 Parrclraynt, is loo 
poor lo pay '[six paise] a month, shalI bc altogelher exempted from 
paymcnt O F  any u x ,  rarc or fee undcr this ACL. 

58. The accounts of cvcry At~chal Pat~cl~ayat and every Gram Audit of 

Pur~chaym shall be audited annunlIy or at shorrcr intervals, by such ~ ~ ~ ~ L S O '  
agency and in such manner as may be prescribed. P(II~CIIII.Y(IJ 

and Grmr 
Prrrlchnytrr. 

59. ( 1 )  Every Grrur~ Patrclrn~at shall, a[ such rimc and in such Bud:et 
Gmnr manner as may bc prescribed. prepare in each year a budge! of irs P,,,rhnyn,, 

estirnarcd receipts and disbursemen& for the following year and after the 
Grorrr Sublla has considered it, as providcd in sec~ion 9, submil it, wirh 
such rnodificauon, if any. as i t  may consider necessary to rnakc, lo the 
prescribed aurhority Tor sanction through rhc Atzcl~al Pa~iclrqat conccmed, 
and the A~zclral Parlchayar shall forward the samc to the prescribed 
authority wirh such obscrvatjons as it may think i i ~  to makc, and thereupon 
rhc prcscribed authority shaIl pass [he budgcl with such modificalions, 
if any, as i~ may think f i t  to make, and the Grarii P a ~ ~ c l ~ q u r  shall abide 
by rhc hudgzr as passed by the prescribcd nurhorily. 

(2) The Grur~l Poricliu~at may prepare in each year a supplementary 
eslirnnte providing For any modification of irs budget and may submit 
i! to thc prescribed authority for sanction in thc manner indicared in the 
foregoing sub-seclion. 

60. ( 1 )  Every A~ichal Panchajat shall, at such lime and in such Budgel of 
~lr~clrnl form as may be prcscri bed, prcpare in  each ycar a budgcr showing its pl,,lc,l~,,.,,,, 

es~irnatrd rcceip~s and disbursemcnrs for rhe following year and may, 
from ~ i m c  lo lime, prcpare a supplementary estimate providing for any 
inodifica~ion d~ercol and submit i t  to the prcscribed aurhorily. 

'lnscncd by s. ?(7)(b) olthc West Bcngal Purrclro~ar and Zillu Puri~llnds (Aincndmenl) 
ACI, 1965 (Wcsl Bcn, Act XXVl l  or 1965). 

'Substi\utcd Torthewords "one m a "  by s. 5 oflhe Wen Bcngal Punclrr~~i~rlAmcndmcn~) 
Arr  19hd l lVrcr Rrn A r r  V r T l  nF 1 O F 4 j  
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(I'art I. --Cl~aprer IX.-Properties u f Gram Panchayal and 
Anchal Panchaya1.--Secliot~ 61.) 

I - , - - .  . , . . .  . .  

(2) Tllc prescrihcd aurhority shali p u s  tllc budget wirll such !I..: .... , ,  -, . :. , . , .  . 
n~oditicntion, if  any. as it may ~hink f i r  lomake, and [he A~lcIlol P ~ t r c l ~ a ~ a r  
shall abide by ~ h c  budge1 so passcd. 

CHAE'TER IX. 
' 

'[Propcrtics of Gmni Panclrayat and Anchal Panchayal.] 

Vcslinc or 61. ( I )  All propeny within tbc local limits of ~ h c  jurisdictiori of a 
public 
prupenics in G ~ J I I  J'ollc11qnr of [he'naturc hcrcinafter in this section specified, othcr 
G I . ~ I I I  rhnn property maintained by thc Ccnkal or the Srnic Government or a 
I J ~ l / 1 ~ I l ( i ~ ( ~ ~ .  local autliority or any other GTUIH Put~ct~ayar, shill v c s ~  in and belong 

to thc Cratr~ Pancltayt and shall, wilh all orher property of whauocvcr 
nature or kind which may bccome vested in the Gratrr Pntlclro,wt, be 
under its direction, managcmcnl and conrral, thar is to say-- 

(a) all public slreets, including [he soil, sroncs and other nia~crials 
lhcrcof and all drains, bridges, culvuris, uees, erec~ions, 
ma~crials, implcmcn~  and othcr t h i n ~ s  provided for such 
streets; 

(b) a)[ public channels, water courscs, springs, ranks, gl~nrs, 
rcscrvoirs, cislerns, wclls, aqueducrs, conduilr, tunnels, pipes, 
pumps and olher water-works, whether made, laid or erectcd 
at rhc cost of die Gra~tr Parlchayo~ or olhcnvjse, and all 
bridges. buildings, cngitles, works, materials and rhings 
c~nnecled thercwilh, or  appedaining therelo and also any 
adjacent land (no1 being private propeny) appenining ro 
any public lank: 

Provided [hat warer pipcs and any watcr-works connec~cd 
lhercwith or apperlaining [herelo which with the conscnt of 
rhe Grot11 Patrcl~ayar are laid or scr up i n  any streel by rhe 
owners of any mill, fac~ory, dockyard, workshop or Ihc like 
primarily for the use of thcir cmployces sh,all not bc deemed 
LO be public water-works by rcason of their usc,by the 
public; 

(c) all public sewers and drains, and all warks, materials and 
rhings appertaining thcrclo and other conservancy works: 

Provided that lor h e  purpose of enlarging. deepening 
or olhenvise repairing or maintaining any such scwer or 
drain the sub-soil appenaining thereto shall also be deemed 
to vesr in !he Gras~ Panclrayat: 

'The head in^ to Chapicr 1X was substi~u~cd lor [hc original hcading "Pm(lrrli& lo 
Grrlrrr P~rrrclm!.irr" by s. 3 of the West Bcngal Prtt~clm~ur (Amcndmtnt) Act, 1978 (Wcsl 
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(Par1 I.-Cllupter IX.-Properties uf Gram Panchayal a~rrl 
Anchzll Panchayal.-Sccliu~u 62, 63.) 

Providcd also that wherc any installation or work for !he 
lrcatment or disposal of sewage is consu-uclcd by the owners 
of any mill, iacrory. dockyard. workshop or thc like primarily 
for [he usc of lheir ert~pIoyccs, the laying of scwcrs and 

. other hings appenaining thereto in a steel, w i h  thc consent 
of thc Gram Pa~lclrayut, ,shall no1 by virtue of this clause 
or by reason of heir use by h e  public cause such installation 
or sewers or works appci-taining lhercro to vcst in the Grntll 
Patrclraya~; 

(d) all scwagc, rubbish and olfcnsive matler dcpositcd on streels 
or sollccled by the Gratn Pancl~ayar from succls, latrines, 
urinals, sewers. cesspools and other places; 

(e) all public lamps, larnp-posts and apparatus connected 
~hercwi~h or apperlaining thcrcto; and 

( f )  all buildings erected by thc Gru~lr Par~chowt and all lands 
and buildings or other propcrty transfercd to thc Grorlr 
Pa~lcliayut by thc Cencral or h e  Stak Governrncnt or 
acquired by gifl, purchasc or othenvisc rot local public 
purposcs. 

(2) The State Government may, by nolificalion, exclude any streel, 
bridge, sewer or drain fronl the operalion of this Act or of any specified 
section OF this Act: , 

Provided thal, if ~ h c  cost of the construclion of the work shall have 
becn paid from the Gran~ P~rt~cl~ayar Fund, such work shall not be 
excludcd from the operation of this Acr or any specificd secrion of [his 
Act excepi altcr consideration of h e  vjcws of thc Crur~r Pntrclzqat a1 

. . 
. - -  

- , -  a mccting. 

'62. ( 1) The Slate Govcrnmenl m a y  allocatc to a Grnnr Purrclqwr Allocarion 
of properties 

or an Anciml Parrcfra~'ar, any public property situatcd within its local ~ , ~ r r r r r l  . , . , 

jurisdiction, and thereupon such property shall vest in and come under P ( ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
and AnrhaI !he conlrol of the G r a n ~  Parrchayar or, as [he casc may be, A)rclral , o ~ , , , ~ , ~ ~ , ~ ~ -  

Putrcl~aj~ar. 

63. (1)  Where a Gmtrr Par~cJ~ayut !(or an Anclral Patzchmot] requires ~cquisirion 
of land lor 

land to carry out any of the purposcs of this Acl, i~ may negotiate wirh G~",,, 
h e  person or persons having in~crcsl i n  the said land, and ir i t  fails to P*flc'~(r!'(tr. 

reach an agrecrnent, i t  may makc an application ID thc Districl Magistrare 
Tor [he acquisition of the land, who may, i f  he is salisficd that thc land 
i s  required for a public purposc, take stcps lo ucquire the land. 

'Section 62 was substitu~cd for thc origind sccuan by s. 4 of the W a t  Bcngal 
Pnnc/~rt.uir (Amendmenr) ACI. 1978 (Wcst Ben. Acr Xlll or 1978), 

:i%n a ~ . ~ r , l ~  .,,:rl,;- *l.- rn.ln, F.mnl.nrr :..*..-.-A L.. - CI-> !I.:, 
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(pun 1.-Clraprer X.-Cot~lrob-Secriotl 64.) 

(2) Such land shall, on acquisi~ion and on payment of compensation 
awarded in accordance with [he law undcr which Ihe acquisirion was made. 
vcst in dlc Grrrrrr P(irrclrajar '[or, as he casc may be, A~rclral Po~~cl~ajar]. 

Erplar~uriorr.-"Land" includes jmmovablc propeny of any kind and 
bcnefirs which arisc out' of land and rhings attached to thc canh or 
permanently faslened 10 anything attached lo the earth. 

Control. 

Su~cn~ision 64. ( 1 )  The prescribed authority may ai any rime-- 
and appeal. 

(a) inspcct or cause to be inspcc~ed any immovable properly 
used or occupicd by an Arrclral Paacl~ayat or a Crattl 
Purrchaynf or any work in  progress undcr the direction o f  the 
Grar~r Pa~lcirayar. Aticlial Prrnclrqar or a Join1 Cornrnitlcc; 

(b) inspect or cxamine or depu~e any oificcr of Government lo 
inspcct or examine any depi~mcnr of an A~rclrai P~rrcliayur 
or n G~~urlrrr Patrcl~ayat office or any service. work or thing 
undcr the conlrol of the Gra111 Ponclrajal. Artc/ral Pn~~chayuf  

. or the Join1 Commitlee; 
(c) for h e  purposes of inspection or examination rcquire the 

Gra111 Pat~chayar, A~rchal Patichajar or Joint Comrniltee- 
(j) 10 producc any book, record, carrcspondcnce, plan or 

olher document, 
( i i )  lo furnish m y  relum, plan, cstimatc, statement, accounls 

or s~atisrics, or 
(jii) lo Furnish or ob~ain any repon; 

(d) record i n  wriling for the consideralion of the Grarrr 
Pa'oncl~njur, Atrclral Pancliayat or ~ h c   join^ Comtnitree, as 
thc cast: may be, any obscrvadon ir may consider to bc 
propzr in regard 10 thc proceedings or duties of such Grarrr 
Parrclruyar. A rrclial Patlcliayar or h e  Joint Commi~tcc: 

( c )  suspend or canccl any rcsolulion passed, order issued or 
license or permission granled by an Attchal Pflt~cl~ayuf or 
a Crarrl Parrclrayo~, or prohibir the doing of any act which 
is about to bc done or is being donc by  an Atrclzal Parrcllayar 
or a Gra~lr Patrclray~r or by any person with thc authorily 
of Ihc Gratn Paachqar or Arrclrol Punchgat, i f  in irs opinion 
such resolulion, order, license, permission or act,- 
(i) has not bccn lawfully passed, issued, granted, given or 

aulhorised, or 
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(ii) is in excess of lhe powers conferred by this Act or any 
orher law or is an abuse or such powers, or 

(iii) is considered by [he prescribed authorily as likely lo 
lcad lo a breach or thc pcncl: or lo cnusc injury or 
annoyance to 111e public or LO any class or body of 
persons. 

(2) An olficcr dcpurcd undcr clausc (b) of sub-scclion (1) shall 
cxcrcisc rhc powcrs conrcrred by clauses (c) and (d) or  thal sub-scc~ion. 

(3) Whcn a rcquisilion is rnnde undcr clausc (c) of sub-scclion (1) 
thc Grrr~rl Prr~rcl~uyc~r, A~iclral Pr~~rchayi~t or tlic Joint Commirtcc, as  he 
casc may be, shall conlply witli such requisirion. 

(4) The prescribed authority shall, belore taking any aclion under 
clause (c) of sub-seclion (I), give an opportu~~ily for an explnnarion to 
rhc Grcrrrr Pnrrcirojnt, Ar~cilal Porlchojat or the Joint Commirtcc 
concerned, ;LX 111e uxxe may hc. 

( 5 )  A G~urt~i P~~rrcli~~yur or an At~ufr~rl Prr~rclrojo~ nggricvcd by any 
order niade by [he prescribed aurhoriry under clause (e) of sub-secrion 
( I ) ,  may, wirhin rhiny days irom [he dale O F  111e order, appeal to rhe 
Commissioncr or  ~l ic  Division within rhc local limits nf whnsc jurisdicrion 
the Gtnrrr Pa~~cllnyl~r or lhe A~rclrrrl Pnrrcirayurr!, as Ihc casc may hc; is 
siluate, and [hereupon dle Cornmissioner of rhe Division may sray thc 
operation of the order of [he prescribed aurliori~y !ill rhc disposal of thc 
appeal and he may, afier giving nolice of [he appeal ro the prescribed 
authority, and afrer giving a hearing lo the appellan~, modify, set aside 
or confirm the order of the prescribed aurhority. The or'der passed by 
[he Commissioner of the Division on such appeal shall be linal. 

. . .  . .  . . .  , . .  . . .  . . 
65. (1) Thc prcscribcd nurhoriry may, no~withstanding anyrhing Polvcrlo . . . . . , , .  . . . 

contained in sub-sec~ion (2) of s e c ~ i o ~ i  12, section 14 and sub-section ~ ~ ) ~ ~ ~ s , , l , ,  
(2) of seclion 27, by an ordcr in writing, rcnlovc wilh crfccr from a d a ~ c  U ~ U I ~ U I ~ Y ~ ~ I I U .  

. . . . 
. . . . 

to be specified in the order any Adlrjoksl~o or Up~~llly~rkslin or any :F;z:d . .. . . 
Prndlra~r or Upo-Pradlro~r from his office if, in its opinion. be wilfully 
nrnils or refuses to carry o u ~  [he provisions of this Acl or or  any rules 
w ordcrs madc thereunder or abuses the powers ves~ed in hirn under this 
Act. 

(2) The prescribed aurhority shall, when i[ proposcs ro take action 
undcr sub-section (I), give lo the person concerned an opporluni[y of 
showing causc against the action proposcd lo be laken against him; and 
(he ordcr shall contain n statcmcnr of rhc rcnsons for ttlc action ~nkcn. 

(3) Any pcrson agilinsr whom action has been laken under suh- 
section (I) ,  may, wilhun 11liny days from rhe date of rhc ordcr, appeal to 
thc Commissioner of [he Division within h e  local limirs of rvliose jurisdiclion 
thc Gtrn~i Pnlzclrajar or the A~lclzal Pu~zclzqnt, as the case may be, is 
situare, ant1 rhereupon the Commissioner of rhe Divisinn mav srav rhe 
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operation or  lhc ordcr rill Lhc disposal of rllc appeal and hc may, afier 
giving noriuc of thc appeal 10 lhc prcscribcd nu~hority, nnd a f  cr giving 
~ h c  nppellanl an opporlunily of hcing heard, nlodify. scr asidc or conlim 
the order. The order passed by the Commissioner of the Division on such 
appeal shall be final. 

P O ~ ~ T ~ S  10 66. (1) If  at any lime i~ appears lo  the prescribed auil~oriry that an 
lllc 
prcscnhd AllcJ~aI Pn~lcl~aynr or a G ~ U I I I  Pat~cl~ayar has made defaul~ in performing 
aulhofily in any duty irnposcd on it by or under [his or any othcr Act or any rulc, 
CiISr: or 
clcraul~. regulalion or bye-law rrnmcd thercundcr i t  may, by an ordcr in wriring. 

fix a lime For the perfomlance OF thal duty. 

(2) 11 sucll dury is no1 performed williin rhc pcriod so fixcd, the 
prcscribcd aurhoriry mny appoinl a pcrson lo perform ill and rnay dircct 
rhnt the expense of performing jl shall be paid, within such lime as il 
lnay fix. ro  he said person from h e  At~chal Pot~dayor Fund or the Grurlr 
Pa'a,rclm?.or Fund, as ~ h c  ci~sc may bc. 

Power !O 67. 11 rhc Sratc Govcrn~nenl is satisfied on lhc report of the prescribed 
~c'nllSIllutC 

or superscdr authorily [bat an A,idrai Parrchajat or a Crmn Po~rclrayat k no1 compclcnt 
p f r t ~  LO perform. or i i  prsisrcnlly making dcraull in pcrfonning, [he dudes 

imposcd on i i  by or undcr any law, or is exceeding or abusing ils powers 
ii may, by no~ifica~ion, direct- 

(a) that rhc Grt~trr Pui~cl~ayat or the At~cllai Yarrclzayar, as the 
casc may hc. hc reconsi~urcd wirh cffect from a specified 
dare; or 

(b) [hat [he Crarri Patlchajat or the AecJ~al Poechuyrrt, as [he 
case may be, be supcrscdcd for a spccificd pcriod, not 
exceeding '[two ycm. ]  

Cunse- 68. (I) Whcn a GI-UII~ Par~clrayflr or an Ar~cltal Parrcl~ayar, as thc 
quc11ccs of  
rcconsli~u- casc may bc, is direclcd lo be reconstiluted as ahresaid the prescribed 
1io11 and 
SU~~C'SCSS~OI~.  

aulhorily, shall- 
(a) in the case of a Gra~rr Panchayar rakc immcdiatc stcps LO 

hold a fresh eleclion of membcrs in ~ h c  manncr prescribed; 
and as soon as thc clcclion of mctnbers is notified as laid 
down h scclion 16 the prescribed authorily shall dcclare thc 
Grars Pancl~nyar to be duly recons~ilurcd and ~ h c  former 
members of the Gmrtl Pntlcllaynr unlcss thcy arc re-elected 
shall vacarc thcir orficcs; 

'Thc urords wilhin ihc q u m  bnckers sere substi~u~ed Tor the words. "onc ycar" by 
s. 2 05 rhc War  Bcngd P~lrrrcl~nyi~r ( A ~ n c n d ~ ~ w n ~ )  Acr. 1969 (Wcst Ben. Acr X or 1969). 
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(b) in [hc cnsc of an Anchal Pur~cl~~~yrrt immcdia~ely call upon 
rl~e Gmnr Purrcl~~~ynrs concerned 10 hold fresh elections in  
t l ~ c  lnann~r~rbscribcd to rcconslilute [he Aticlml Pnr~ul~o?ar; 
and whcn [he election is nolificd as laid down in  sub-section 
(2) of sccrion 26, [he prescribcd nulhorily shall declarc Ihc 
Atrrlral Prrnclrrtjor l o  be duIy reconsli tuccd and [he forrncr 
mcmbers or thl: A~~cho l  Panctrayrr~ unlcss thcy arc re-elec~ed 
sllall vaculc heir  offices. 

( 2 )  Whcn a Gmtrr Parrci~~ryat or an A~iclrol P(~trclro,yat, as the case 
may be, is supersrdcd, ~ l ) c  rollorvjng consequences shaII ensuc- 

(a) nll mcmbcrs o f  [he Uratn Panchaynt or ~ h c  A11chal 
Parrchayat, as the case may bc, shall, as from rhc darc of 
 he ordcr, vacalc rheir offices; 

(b) al l  powers, dulics and Iunclions or thc G I . O I I ~  Pancl~rryor or 
the Anclral Prrr~ci~rtym, as [he case may be, shal I, during rhc 
pcriod of supersession, bc exercised and performed by suc b 
authority, person or persons and in such manner as the 
prcscrihcd autl~ority may direct; and 

(c) a11 prnpcrty vesred i n  lhe Gmnr P a ~ r c I ~ ~ ~ r r r  or thc A~zchoI 
hr~c l~rry~ t t ,  as the urtSe may bc, shall during that pcriod, vest 
in such authorily. pcrson orpersons and under sucti conditions 
nu the prescribed aurhoriry may direc~. 

(3) On [he expiration OF thc period of supcrscssion specified in rhc 
notification, lhc State Govern~ncnt may- 

(j) cxrcnd the period of supcrscssion For such furthcr [em,  no1 
cxcccding '[two years], as it moy cotrsidcr ncccssary; or 

(ii) reconst i~utc  the Grar~r Partcll~~~ur or [he A~iuknl Pu~~cirayat, 
as rhc rase may be. by rrcsh eleclions in lhc manner 
prescribcd, and [he persons, who vacared their offices under 
clause (a) of sub-scction (2). shall no1 be deemed lo bc 
disqualified for elecrion. 

'68A. ( 1 )  Where by rcasan of an ordcr or a conipe[enL coun an S v c i a l  
provision in Alrchal Pi~~rclmyar or a Gmr~r P~~~rcha jo t  is unablc lo exercise or perform ,,,.r 

thc powers, dulies or func~ions canferred or imposed on i t  by or under prohihilory 
orders lmrn any law, the prescribed authoriry may, with 111z prcvious approval of ihe couns, . . . .  . . . . .  . . .. . . 

Sratc Govemmcnt, appoin~ any authoi-ily. person or persons lo exercise 
or pcrfomi, as thc case may bc, durins  he period of such inability, any 
or all or such powcrs, duties and functions in such manncr and under 
such conditions as the prescribed aurhorily may direc~. 

]The words wi~liin r h ~  s q u m  bnckc~s  wen: subslilu~cd fnr ihc words 'Dnc ycar" by 
s. i l ~ c  \Vest Bcngd I'nt~cI!u~or (Arncndmnr) Act, 1969 (Wut Bcn, A ~ I  X or 1969). 

-Scclinn b#A was inscncd by s. Z(S) of Ihc W c s ~  Bc11ga1 P1111chflj.ft1and Zillrr Prrrishrrd~ , , .. . , . , ,  . - - .-...- r r . . . r -  
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(2) All propcrlies vesled i n  the Crarrr PntrchnjnrorAtlchnl Prrrrrliriyor, 
as rhc cnsc may be, shall. durin: the pcriod of inability refcrrcd lo in sub- 
seurion (I), vcst in such aulhori~y, person or persvns subjccl to such 
condi~ions as thc prcscritxd au~horily I n a y  direc~. 

:\pl~uin~lllsnl 69. TIIC Starc Governn~enl nlay appoint such ol-liccrs as i l  may 
c r C  111slxc1in: 
c,Cfir.crs consider necessary for rhc purposc of inspecting or supzrintcnding [he 
P /  opcra~ions of all or any of the Po~lclra)~ors consli tutcd undcr this ACI. 

PART ll. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Conslilulinn 70. ( 1 )  Evcry A~rclrrrl Purrcl~ayat eslablished under this Act shall, i i  
nf ,I!vo!d 
, , , . ,  au~l i~r iscd  by thc Stare Government by nolifjcariun io do so, cons~irute a 

~Vyuyu Prrtrc*hnynr. consisling of live members, to bc cnllcd I1iclm~.nks. 
clcc~cd by it imin anlongst the members of thc G m r ~  Subl~tfs rr;virhin irs 
jurisdiclion, according to prcscribcd rulcs and approved by the prescribed 
authority, Tor rhc  rial of- 

(a) thc olfences specified i n  Schcdule I11 or a case trilnsrcrrcd ro 
rhc NJUJU Parrclra~ar under sub-sccrion ( 2 )  orscction 7 1, and 

(b) all or any of  111e classes of civil s u i ~ s  spcciiicd in 
section 80: 

Providcd [hat no member of a Grnrrr Sabha shall be 
elected to be a mcmbcr of a Njuya Prrrrclrayaf if he has any 
of rhe disqualifici~tions mentioned i n  sccrion 15: 

'Providcd lurrhcr that where the number of Grarrr Snblras 
compriscd in an Atlclral Prrr~cltriynr is- 

(i) livc, one Kclrarak shall be elecred from cach Granr 
Sobha. 

(ii) morc than l ive ,  illc Grunt Subhrrs shall be divided into 
five groups consisting of one or more of  thc Gro111 
Sublr({~- as may be detennined and specified in this 
bchalf by thc Anclral Pa~icltcl~ar and one Vicliarnk 
shall be elected from each goup,  and 

(iii) less than five, onc Vichrrt.uk shall bc clcctcd from each 
GI-a111 Sublto and !he deficiency in ~ h z  membership or 
rhc Nyuyu Puiclrayar sl~all be' tilled up by clccrion 
Cro~n such Grme Sablla or Gra111 Sabhos as may bc 
detennined and specified in this behalf by thc At~cl~ul 
Parrcl~a~ar. 

' T h i s  sccond pmviso wa subslitu~cd COT I ~ C  original sccond proviso by s. 10(a) of ~ l i c  
T I J O - .  o,..--I P .... I. ... .. ( 5 ....-n~r ...-= ,\ IOCO Illr;.r. nl.- + -, V X I  - r  ~nqcn 
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(Pan 11.-Cllnp~er- XI.-Nyaya Pnncbayats.-Secriorr 71.) 

(2) Whcn a pcrson who is a member o f  an A11chaI Por~cht~yur or n 
Grn~ll Pnt~clrrr?,crr is clec~ed to a Nyaya Pur~clrayur undcr sub-sect ion ( I ) ,  
hc shall ccasc ra bc a ~ne~nber of the A~lchaI Pcltrchnyar or the Grutrr 
I-'nnclrnynt concerned, with efCect from the datc on which the Nyayu 
Pm~cl io ,v~~f  is notified under sub-sccdon (3), and thc vacancy caused 
tl~crcby shall be fillcd in [lie rnnnncr laid down in seclion 21 or section 
28, as lhc case may bc. 

( 3 )  Evcry Nj~yfl Patlchayn~ conslilutcd undcr sub-scction (1)  s11alI 
bc norifid in the Oficinl Caretre, or in such olhcr manner as may be 
prescribed, and shall come into orficc with effect from rhe dale specified 
i n  the said no[ification. 

(4) Evcry Njujrr Pntrclmnynr shall elect a! such rime and in such 
manner as may bc prcscrihed one or its members 10 bc callcd Prudlrar~ 
Vicllarnk LO preside over its sitlings and in [he abscncc of the Prodllne 
Viclr~~t~nk,  he Vicl~ar-ds prcscnt at rhe sirling of the Nyayn Potlchayl~ 
shall clecl one of thcm to be tlic P~adlrotz Vicltor-ak Ibr lhe purposc of 

(5) Thc tcrm of office of a member of a Nynya-Panch<~ya~ shall be 
Iuur ycars [corn the dare o f  tltc notification mcntioncd in sub-secrion (3): 

Provided that nlemhers or a NJUJ'CI Pux~clmnyur shall conlinue i n  
office u n ~ i l  the election or  thc mcmbcrs of [he Nynyn Potlrlrayat by the 
newly constitu~cd Ancl~al Patrchnyar after a general elcclion. 

(6)  No suit, cnsc or other proceeding pending bcrorc n Nyqra 
Po~lchu~ur  shall bc tried by such Nyaja Pa~iclmyur '[unlcss at least three 
mcmbcrs o f  [be Nyaya Ponclrqat arc prcscni during such [rial.] 

(7) The Secrelary to the A~zchoI Pu~~clrrryof shall act as d ~ e  Secre~ary 
[o the Nyciy(r Poechayat for 111e purposc of kccping the records of irs 
prncccdings and decisions, and doing suclt o t l~ r r  dutics ;a may bc 
prcscribcd. 

l \C l  V of 
1895. 

71. ( I )  Notn~ilhslanding any lhing conrained in [he Code of Criminal 
? $ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ , n ,  

Prorcdurc, 1 893, n N ~ R F R  PUIIC/I(IJUI constituted under section 70 shall 
have jurisdiction, within the local limits of the Arrclral Puncltayar 
cons~luling such N j a y  Pu'anchaynt lo try all oilences spccificd in Schedule 
111, Pan A; and, wirh efiecr From h e  date specified in the norificalion 
referred to in  sub-section (3) of section 70, no othcr court shall, excepi 
as a~ t i rnv isc  providrd in rl~is ACL, take cognizance or any case lriable 
by il N ~ ~ I J ~ I  Prttrcl~~~yrtt: 

'Thcsc words wiilrjn h c  square bnckcrs wcrc subsrirured for [he wards "unless n 
majority . . . . . or rhc . . ~ncmkrs  o! thc N ~ ~ I W  . . .  Pnrrclmy?~ is p ~ n ! d u r i n g  such rritl,: b y  r; !O!b) 
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Provided that norhing in this Act shall takc away the jurisdiction of 
any courl Lo by a casc which a Nyc~yu Porzcl~nyot is prohibired by section 
97 from lrying or which sl~ould be, in the opinion ohhc Njaya Patrchnjur 
or ol' thc Dis~ricl Magisrrarc or thc Subdivisional Magistrale cxcrcising 
11ie powcr conferred by sub-sccrion ( I )  of scc~ion 98, uied in an ordinary 
courl. 

(2) A Rrw,w Pu~lclrajnt may try any offence specified in Schcdulc 
111, Part 0 ,  if the case i s  transferred to it by il D i s ~ r i c ~  Magistrole, 
Subdivisional Magis ln~e or any orhcr Magis~ratc cnlpowered ro rcccivc 
pelirians under secrion 190 of !he Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898: Acr V o f  

1891. 
Providcd as fo1lows:- 

(a) n Magislrale bclorc rvhoni a complaint of an orfencc 
n~cntioned in Schdull: 111, Part A, cognizable by a Nyow 
Pc~~rclrajat is madc shall transfer rhc camplaint to theNyay1 
P'n~zclraytir which is compctcnt to tr)?  he orfcncc; 

(b) thc Dislricl Magistrate or Subdivisional Magis~rate may 
~ransrcr any case from onc Nvayu P a ~ z c l r a j ~ ~  to another or 
to any other court subordinale to him if in the inizresl of 
jusricc hc considers it necessary to do so: 

( c )  the Districl Magisrralc or Subdivisional Magistnle may, 
rvirh rhe conscni of ~ h c  parries, transfer my casc cognimble 
by a Nynjn Pnrrchayl~f, if  he place of rcsidcnce of [he 
complainant is silunrcd within lhc [imits of an Aaci~ul 
Poncl~uyaf for which therc i s  no Nyuyn Panclrayar to any 
N~uyrr Purrci~a,yaf situared a1 n distance from such place of 
rcsidcncc convenient. in [he opinion of  rhc Magislrale, for 
the paflies and witnesses. 

(3 )  Evcry ofrence triablc by il ~Vyoya IJor~cl~ri).ol shall ordinarily bc 
t ied by the A!si~y~r P~o~lchaynr wilhin rhc local limits o l  whose jurisdiction 
ir was commj t led. 

(4) The offence of ~ h c k  lrinble by a N y q o  Parrcl~ayar or any ~Clence 
which includes rhcli or the possession of stolen property, rriable by a 
N!.a?.rr Prrtlclra~at, may be iried by lhc Njnp Pnrzclru~crt within the local 
lindts of whosc jurisdiction such of1cncc was commitrcd or h e  properry 
slolcn was possessed by thc lhicl or by any person who receivcd or 
rctained the same knowing or having reason to bclieve it lo be srolcn. 

( 5 )  An olfencc triable by a Nyflyo Parrcl~a~or, commitled whils~ the 
orfcnder is  in  rhc course or performing a journey may be tried by the 
N y n y  Pa~rcl~uyor through or into [be local limits oi whosc jurisdiction 
tile ofrcnrler, or the pcrson ngninsr whom, or thc thing in rtsplcl of 
,.,hick 4hn nTrn-rn ...- .n.u.. .: . . . . l  ... . . . r '.. -1.. ... . r.1 . ' 
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(6) W h e n  il is uncertain in which of scvcral arcas an offencc was 
commitled, or wllcre an offcdce is commillcd pnrrly in  onc local area 
and partly in anothcr, or where an ofrcncc is a continuing onc and 
con~inucs to bc commitled in morc local arcas than one, or whcrc il 
consists of scvcrnl acts done in diiicrcnt lord arras, it may be tricd by 
a Nyaya Pnrrclluyut having jurisdiction over any such local arcas. 

(7) (a) Whenever a qucsrjon arises as to which of two or more 
Nyl1jlrr Potlchaynts subordinace to [he snmc Subdivisional Magistale 
ougllr ro my my offence, il shall bc dccidcd by [he Subdivisional M~gislralc. 

(b) Whcncvcr a qucslion arises as to which or rwo or more 
Nyqa Pnr~cl~rr~u~s no1 subordinate lo rhc samc Subdivisional Magistraw, 
but subordinalc to [be same Districl Magislrale, ought 10 try any ol~cncc, 
it shalI bc decided by the Disuict Mogis~rare. 

(c) Where rwo or morc Nyuyo Pa~~clru~ors not subordinate to 
the sainc Districl Magisrrate havc taken cognizance of the sanlc olfcnce, 
[he District Magislrate wirhin the local limits of whose jurisdiclion thc 
proceedings wcrc first comrnenccd may dircct the trial OF such offcndcr 
ro bc hcld in any ~ ~ Y R W  Pnrrclrqnr subordinair lo him and il he so 
decides all othcr proceedings against such person in respect of such 
offence shall be discontinued. 

72. A casc bcforz a Njaja Pq~~clrayat may bc instilured by perilion 
made orally or in writing to the Secrclary of thc Allchal Po~lchajat or 
in his abscncc lo a member of thc Nyayu P~trcl~uyar. I f  the pelition is 
madc oral ty, the Secrelary or lhc member, as [he c x e  may be, shall draw 
up a statement rccordjng the name oi ~ h c  pctirioner, the name of ~ h c  
person a ra ins~  whom the pelition is madc, ~ h c  nature of the offence and 
such o ~ h c r  p,miculm, if any, AS may be prescribed, and thc signature 
or thc diurnb in~pression of thc peli~ioner shall be taken thcrcon. The 
Secrerary or rhe mcmbcr, as ~ h c  case may be, shall, thcrcaficr direct the 
pclidoncr ro appear before [he Nyqo Prtncl~aynr on a particular dare. 

73. ( I ) I f  upon thc f c c  or  h e  petilion, or on examining h e  pelitioncr, 
rhc f i r ~ ~ a  Pn1fcl1nju1 is of opinion [hat rhc pct ition is rribolous, vexatious 
or unrruc. i~ shall dismiss the case by w ordcr in writing. 

(2) IF a[ any time i t  appcars lo h e  Nyup Prrt~clruyur- 
(a) Lha~ it has no jurisdiction to try the case; or 

(b) [ha! ~ h c  oifcncc is one for which lhe scntcncc which i~ is 
compctcnt to pass would be inadequate; or , 

(c) [ha1 thc cast i s  one which should not be rricd by it, 

How case 
may lx 
insrirurcd. 

Powcr lo 
dismiss or 
E ~ U C  lo 
rnrecain 
pci~r~on. 

it shall direct the pc~itioncr by an ordcr in writing lo [he coun which 
would havc had jurisdiction to Q the offence but for the provisions of 
, 1 . : . .  * ... 
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(Po17 /I .-Clrpt~~r- XI.-Nyaya Ponc1layars.-Stcriorrs 74-77,) 

Disrllissnl lor 74. I f  in any casc before a Nynyn Pruichnyat, rhc pcritioncr fails LO 
tlcra~lll: 

nppcilr on the day fixed. or ir in [he opininn of lhc Nynw Pa~~clrc~yar, 
hc s l ~ o ~ v s  nefligrncc in prosecuiing his casc, [he AI~uJ~I Pa~lclr(yu~ mily 

clismiss ~ h c  case for dcraull. and such ordcr of disnlissnl shall opcratc 
as ao acquitral. 

Procr.c.Jiri:s 75. ( 1 ) If  [he pztirion be not dismissed, rllc h'jufir Putrc!~uyat shall, 
prclj111i113ry 
lo trizl. sub~ecr lo ~ h c  provisions oFsec~ion 102, by summons requirc rhc accuscd 

lo appear and answer rhc perilion. 
(2) If Lhc accused rails to appear or cannor he found, lhc N j q a  

Pn~lcbnjur shall report thc hc r  to thc ncnrest Magistrare, who rvould have 
had jurisdic~ion to rry rlle offcnce but for the provisions of [his Acr, who 
may issuc a warran1 lor the arrcsl of the accuscd and whcn arresred may 
ror~vard Ilim for trial 10 tIic Nyqrr Pnl~clru)~~r or relcasc him on bail to 
appear bcrorc ir. 

( 3 )  Tiic N~nya I'nrrcl~nj~n~ shall. i f  possiblc. ~ r y  [lie casc on the day 
on which ~ h c  :hccused appcnrs nr is broughr beforc i t ,  but i r lhnt is not 
possiblc, r11e Nyaya Pnr~cl~c~yat shalt relcasc him on his cxccu~ing a bond 
for a sun1 not exceeding twenty-fivc rupccs to appcnr bclore it  on any 
subscqucnt day or days to which Lhe lrial may be adjourned: 

Providcd rtlal i f  ~ h c  accusrd rails or refuscs to executc a bond, ttic 
~Vynyc~ l'rrnchovar sbaU, instead of rclcusing him, send him hack under 
custody 10 rhc Magislralc by whom such accuscd was arrested and 
thereupon sucli Mngislrale shall, no~wilhs[anding anyrhing conlaincd in 
sub-scc~ion ( I )  of scction 71 Lakc cognizance of 1l1e complaint madc 
beforc rhc Nynw Prrachajaf and shall try such accused pcrson in 111c 
same rnnnner and undcr rhe samc procedurt: as ir [he complaint were - .  . - . -  . . n~adc  bclort: him. . . .  . . 

. - 

Cu~l lpou~~d-  76. Not~vi~l>s~anding anyrhing cnntincd i n  rllc Codc of Criminal Act V of 
111:: 01' Proccdurc. 1898, thc Nyf l y i~  I ~ ~ ~ ~ r c l r a ~ n t  may allow the parrics ~ncor~~pound  1 H98. 
oiknccs. . . 

any olTencc rriahlc by it. 

H;II- IU 77. Nnlwi~hs\onding anyrhing coniaincd i n  rhc Codc of Criminal 
3pl)t:ll. Procrdurc, 1893, tllcrc shall be no appeal by a convicted prson in any 

cilsc lrizd hy a Nyc1jn Pn~rrlroyrrr: 

Providcd rhnr thc District Magislra~e or Subdivisional Magisrralc 
wirhin [he local l i m i ~  of whosc jurisdicbon the Nyfiyu P~nrrclraynr is 
siluarc. i f  snrisfied rhal Failure o i~ jus~ ice  has occurred. may, or  his own 
motion, or on ~ h c  npplicalion oF any of thc partics conccrncd, ~nadc 
wi~llin Lhiriy days rroni the datc of the ordcr or h e  Nyuyn Po~rclr~rj .~~f,  
c:mcel or modify any order of conviction or of con~pensation made by 
;1 h!~riyu ~ ~ r ~ r - l r o ~ a t  or dirccl the reirinl of any casc by a courl or 
compclenL jurisdiclion vubordinate lo him, nolwjlhstanding anything 
con~aincd in  sub-section f I )  nf seclion 7 1 ,  
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(Part 11.-C11nl)rer XI.-Nyayll Panchaya~s.-Sectjolt 78.) 

78. (1) A h l ~ ~ ~ ~ n P ~ ~ ~ c l ~ ~ ~ y ~ ! s h a l l , a f i e r h c . u i ~ g t h e p a r ~ i e s a n d n R c r  
irl~posc Powcr[o Tint 

considering the evidencc adduced by  he parrics, record its dccision in ,, ,, , , ,d  
writing. and may sentcncc any orfcnder convic~cd by i t  to pay n finc not c ~ m ~ n s a -  

lion. 
exceeding f i f ly  rupees: 

Provitlcd t h a ~  i f  the rncmbcrs nf die Nyaju Pnnclio~rir prescnr during 
!lie [rial of a c;lsc rail lo come ro a unanimous decision, the decision of 
thc rnajorily of such mcmbers shall bc rhe decision of the ,Ny~!!!.n 
f4lll~~lllJ'flt:  

Provided furrhcr that in \he case of cqualily oivo~rs  of 111c members 
of n N ~ y l  Par~clray~t prcscnt during [he trial or  a casc, thc Prnlllm~l 

Vichrr~rik. or the person who i s  clectcd as Pradlrcrll Viclrnrok for rhnl 
s i ~ ~ i n g ,  shall have a second or cxling vote and r11e dccision of lllc A!pyn 
Prrnci;c~yaf shall bc in accordance with such second or casling votc. 

(2) No scnlcnce of imprisonmcnl, simplc or rigorous, whelhcr 
substantive or in default ol paymcnt nf fine shall bc inflicted by any 
N ~ ~ Y I  Pal a,lchc~j*u!. 

(3) When a Nyojrr Puncl1uyat imposes n hnc under sub-scclion (I), 
i t  may, whcn passing [he ordcr, dircc~ rhnl tlic wholc or any par1 or  thc 
iinc rccc~vered shaIl bc ;lpplied in payment oicompensalir,n Tor any loss 
or illjury caused by thc ofcnce. 

(4) I f  a N w j a  Pr~nchayot is sarisficd that a complaint madc before 
ir or [ransferred to il for [rial i s  false, vexarious or frivolous, ic may order 
lhc complaiaao~ lo pay to r he accused, such cmnpensaljon no1 exceeding 
~rvcnty-fivc rupees, as it thinks fit. 

( 5 )  lfsucli fine or ct~n~pensaBon is not paid or rcaliscd within thirly 
days of lhc passing 01 thc sentence or ordcr or wilhin such Curlhcr lime 
as the Nwtja Pn~~clmnjar may ~ l l o w ,  the N ~ a w  P~ntrcl~oyur shaIl recnrd 
and ordcr declaring [he amounr of finc imposed or compcnsa~ion awardcd 
and that i t  has rlol been paid, and shall rarwnrd rlle samc to the ncnresl 
Mngisrrare, whn rvvutd havc 11nd jurisdiction lo rry the case bur for thc 
provisions of [his Acl, who shall- 

(a) poceed 10 cxccutc [he order as if i[ were an ordcr passed 
by himself, or 

(b) in dcfauttof payment, scntence ~ h z  accused ro irnprison~nenl 
.Act .\;tV or in accordance wirh Chaprer Iil of  ~ h c  Indian Penal Code, 

: I S011. nolwi~hstnnding anything conlained in sub-section (2) of 
rl~is soc~ion: 

Providcd ~har ,  nolwiths!anding anything contained i n  
the Indian Pcnal Code- 

(a) thc i inc imposed or compcnsa~ion awardcd hy a N ~ a j a  
Pcrrrclruyat shall not be rcaliscd horn any pcrson who 
I.-- - - - . . < I  L:.. .--... - r  : :. - - - - -  -. 
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(b) [he pcrson scrving his tern1 o f  imprisonmcn~ shall bc 
ror~hwith rclcased, if the fine or compcnsalion is paid 
bcrorc thc expiw of [he rerrn of irnprjsonrncnl. 

79. Whcn any person is convicted by a N ~ I J U  Panchayat and no 
previous convic~ion i s  provcd against him if i t  appcars to thc said N j n u  
Pcrnclrc~ynr [bar regard being had lo lhc agc, characrer and antecedents 
o i  the afrendcr and to the circums~nnccs in which the olicnce was 
commi~~ed ,  i r  i s  expedient- 

(a) t h a ~  the offender should be releascd nrtcr duc ndmonirion, 
~ h c  Nyaju Pa~lcl~ayat may, inslead of scn~cncing him to any 
punislimcnr, rclcasc him alrcr duc ndn~oni~ion; or 

(b) iliat thc ofrcnder should be released on probation oC good 
conducl, ~ h c  Nynya Pnrrchajat may, no~withstanding 
anylhing contained in [lie Codc of Criminal Procedure, 1898, Act V of 

1898. 
inslcnd of sentencing him a[ oncc to any punishment, direct 
t h a ~  hc be rclcnscd on his execuiing a bond for a sum no1 
exceeding fifiy rupccs lo appear and receive scnlcncc wlicn 
called upon during such pcriod (nor exceeding one year) a 
il may dirccr. nnd in rhe meanlime to kccp ~ h c  peace and 
bc of good bcl~nviour. 

80. ( 1 )  Notwithstanding anything contained in  the Bengal, Agra Xll or 1887. 

and Assam Civil Couns ACI, 1887, fie Provincial Small Cause Coufls I X  of 1887. 
Act V of Act, 1887, and the Codc of Civil Procedure. 1905. and subjcct lo the ,90s. 

provjsions of scctions 81 and 82, a N ~ a j a  Pnrrclru~!!nr shall havc, wirl~in . . . . - - . .  
thc local limits or  ~ h c  At~chal Pntrclrayat conslilurjng such Nsqa  

. .. 

Parirlrn~nt. jurisdicrion to by  he folIowing classes of suils when Ihc 
valuc of rhc suit does no1 excecd onc hundred rupees, namely:- 

(a) suits for money duc on contracts;' 

(b) suiu Tor the recovery of movablc property or the value of 
such prdperly; 

(cj suirs for compensation for wrongrully laking or injuring 
movable properly; and 

(d) suirs for dnmagcs by callle-trespass. 

(2) No othcr court shall have jurisdiclion to try any suit of the classes 
mentioned in suh-section (1): 

Provided tlla~ nothing in this Act shall takc away thc jurisdiction of 
any court to try a suit which a N~aya Pnrrclrtt~ot is prohibited by section 
97 from trying or which shoutd be, in  lhe opinio~l of ~ h z  Njayn P a ~ ~ c I r a j ~ r  
or o f  h e  Dislrici Judgc cxcrcising the power conrcrrcd by sub-secliou 
<*, F - -- . , . 
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81. No suir shall lic in any Nwja Pc!trchayar- Suils no1 ro 

( 1 ) on a balance of par~nersbip nccounl; tw rricd. 

(2) for a sharc or part or a sharc under an intcs~acy, or for a 
lcgacy or part ui lcgacy under a will; 

(3) by or againsl ~ h c  Union of India or a Swtc Govcrnmcnt or 
n local authority or public ofliccrs for acls done in their 
official capaci~y; 

(4) by or again51 niinors or pcrsons of unsound mind or when 
any such person is in the opinion or thc Njaja Purrclruyut 
a necessary party; 

(5) lor the assessment, enhanccmcnt, rcducdon, abatement, 
npporrionment or recovery of rent of jumnovnblc ptopcrly; ar 

(G) by a mnrigagec of irnmov;lble propcrry Tor !he enrorcenlznt 
of [he nlongage by forcclosurc or sale of [he properly or 
otkrwisc, or by n morlgagor of jrnrnovablc properly for thc 
redcmplion of [he morlgage. 

82. ( 1) Every suit instiruted before a NJUJU Pn~zclroyo~ shall include Suirs lo 

~ h c  whnle of the claim wllich ihc plainlirr is cntitled 10 make in rcspecl ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ m ~  
of [he marrer in dispulc, but hc may rclinquisll any portion of his claiin 
in order to bring rhc suit wilhin [he jurisdiction of rhc Njayn Panchayar. 

(2) If thc plainlilr omirs lo sue in respec1 of or rclinquishes any 
porrion 01 his claim, hc shall not afterwards sue i n  rcspccl of  he portion 
so omitled or relinquished. 

83. No suit shall lie in a Njhaja Pa~zchajat unlcss at least nnc of the Local lirllils 
of dcfcndanls resides within [he lirnirs of irs jurisdiction at dle rime of the juri5dic1ion. 

insrituliun of rhe suit, '[or [he cause of aclion] has arisen wllolly or in 
pan wilhrn rhosc lirnirs. 

84. (1 ) A suil before aA!~oja P a ~ z c I r q ~ ~ t  mny bc insrituted by petihon suit 
Inay bc inadc ori~lly or in  wilting to llle Sccrcr,uy of thc Atrclrol Patzcl~ayrr~ or i,,,il,l,d, 

in his absence lo n me~nhcr or ~ h c  Nyaya Pa~~chajar. If the pctidon is 
made oraIl y  he Secretary or thc mcmbcr, as rhc case may be, shall draw 
up a sralement rccording  he name of the petilioncr, lhc namc OF the 
person against whom [he petition is rnadc, ihc naturc of  [he claim and 
such othcr particulars, if any, as mny bc prcscribcd; and the signarurc 
ur the tllumb impression of the peri~ioner shall bc ~akcn thereon. The 
Secretary or rhe member. as h c  casc may bc, shall lhereafter direcr [he 
petitioner lo nppcar before the Nyaya Pn~rcltuya! on a par[icular date. 

(2) The plainliff on inslituling his suit shalt state thc value of thc 
claim. 

' T ~ L w  words within ~ h c  sau- bnckcrs wcn: subsriturcd for il~c words "and ihe muse 
or xlion "by s. 11 or the \V&I Bcngal Ponclruj~rr (A~mndmtnr) Acr, 1959 (Wesl Bcn. 
A p l  YV nT 1M01 
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(PIII-i  11,-Cilapler XI.-Nyaya Panchayaw.Secriorrs 85-89.) 

85. (1) lr ar any rimc rllc N j q a  Pa~zclrajar is of opinion rllat the 
suil is barrcd hy limitation, il shall dismiss the s u i ~  by an order in rvri~ing. 

(2) I f  at any tirne i t  appcars to the Njbuyu Ptrrtciraynr t h a ~  il has no 
jurisdic~ion lo enrenain 11ie suit, i t  shall dircct thc pelitioner tu ~ h c  cuun 
which would hnvc had jurisdic~ion to try the suit bur for thc provisions 
of lllis Act. 

(3) Whcre i t  is provcd to the sarisfac!ion of [he N y a p  Prttfclru~or 
rhnr n suil has bcen adjus~ed wholly or in pnn by any lawful agrcerncnr 
or co~npro~nise or wherc thc dcfcndant satisfies Lhe plainriff in rcspccl 
of [he whole or any par1 of rhe subjec~ matrer of the suil, Lhc Njaja 
Pnt~cl ro ja~  shall pass a dccrec in  accordance r hcrcwith so I j r  as it relales 
ro 111c suit: 

Provided rhat where the hr).qa Pottci~t[y~it refuses to pass a decrcc 
in  accordance with ~ h c  agrecmcnl or compromise, i~ shall record its 
rcasons in writing fur st] doing. 

86. If  in any suil before a Nyaja P a ~ ~ c f ~ ~ r  Ihe plainliff fails to 
appear on rhe day fixcd, or if in the opinion or thc P o n c l ~ i ~ p ~ ~ ,  hc shows 
ncgligencc in prosccuring his suit, it may dismiss ~ h c  suil for defaul~: 

Provided 1ha1 a Nyaja Pullclrqat m a y  rcstore a suir dismissed for 
default, if within rhirty days rrom thc dare of sucl~ dismissal thc plaintiff 
salisfies the Nyuyn Pancl~r~yut lhat he was prevented by wfficicnt cause 
from nppcaring nt 111c iimc when the s u i ~  was callcd on [br hearing. 

87. 11 on rcccivi~lg thc plain1 the Nyoya Pascltqnt i s  sa~islied [ha[ 
the lrinl of thc suir may be pprceeedd with, i t  shall, by summons require 
[he defendan1 ro appear and nnswcr Ihc suir cilhcr onlIy or in writing. 

88. If thc dcfcndani Tails lo appear, and the Njnya Pnlrchnyur is 
salisficd that thc sutnlrlons was duly served i t  may decide rhc suit e.tyafle: 

Providcd thal any dcfendan~ against whom a suil has been decided 
ex par-re may, within thiny days horn rllc dale of execuring any proccss 
for enForcement OF the dccision, apply, orally or in writing, 10 the Njnju 
Porlcri~ayor ro set asidc rhc ordcr; and lhe Nyuyn Patzclra~i~t, i T satisfied 
[hat the summons was not duly scrvcd on  be defendant, or t h a ~  the 
dcfendanl was prevented from nppcarjng at rhc time when (he suil was 
callcd on for hearing by any surficicnt cause, sllall set aside thc dccision 
and shall appoint a day for proceeding wirh rhc suir. 

89. No decision or order of a Npjrr Patlclruj~r shalI be ser aside undcr 
the proviso lo secrion 86 or under the proviso lo sec~ion RS unless noticc 
in writing has k e n  served by thc Nvau Pt~~rclrayat on the opposire party. 
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90. ( 1 )  Subjecl to lhc provisions or clauses (3) and (3) of section Pouocr 10 
' 

S I. ~ h c  N\ .~ya  IJmicliuynt shall add as parries to a suit any person whore ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ' ' '  
prcscncc as parlies i r  considers ncccssary Ior a proper decision thereof, 
and sh'all enler the names of such partics in thc rcgis~cr of suits, and the 
suit shall be tried as I~elwecn h e  parlics whose namcs are entered in tlie 
said rcgistcr: 

Providcd thar when any pmy is added, noticc shall be given to him 
n n ~ l  hc shall be given an opporruni~y of appearing bcrore the trial of the 
suit is procccdcd wi~h.  

(2) In  all cxcs  whcrc a ncw party appears under the proviso to sub- 
secrion (I)  during rhe trial of a sui!. hc lnny rcquire t h a ~  die trial shall 
bcgin de IIOVO. 

91. ( I )  When the panics or thcir agznrs Ilnvc becn hcnrd and thc Dccisiotlor 
suils. 

cvidcncc nn both sides considered, the Njuya Pr~~lclirry~r shi~tl, by wri~tcn 
ordcr, pass such dccrcc as may seem just, equitable and according lo 
good conscience, sraling in rhc decree  he anlounts of prescribed rces 
and thc amount, if any paid to wjtnesscs under sub-scction (3) ofseciion 
101, and rhe persons by whom such amounts arc payable: 

Provided 11iai if the me~nbcrs or thc IVjuy~ Pollchaynt present during 
thc vial of a suil rail to come to a unanimous dcaision, [he decision of 
thc majority of such members shall be the decision of thc N p j n  
Pallclluyul: 

Provided iurthcr lhnt in the case of  equalicy of votes of thc mcmbcrs 
of a Njayrr Pc~~rcl~t~yat  prcscnt during the trial of suit, Ihe PtnrIIr(~tr 
Vichntnk, or thc pcrson who is cIeclcd as Pmiihuri Viclramk for rhar 
sirting. sl~all h a w  c: sccond or casting votc and [he decision of [he Nyuyo 
Pu'a,zclr~ja~ stldl be i n  acconlilncc wirh such second or casling vole. 

(3) Suhjcct to such condilions and limiia~ions as may be prescribcd, 
and to h e  provisions of any law for thc timc being in force, 111e cosrs 
of and incident to all su i~s  shaH be in thc discrction of the N y n y  
Pu~~cl~uyur,  and the Nyaya Pnrlclrayal shall havc full power lo determine 
hy whom and to what cxlent such cosrs are 10 be paid, and to give all 
ncccssury dirzctions for lhc purposcs arorcsaid: 

Providcd that where a Njajn Pu~rclra~urdircc~r h a t  the succcsshl party 
shall no1 g c ~  [he costs of the suit. it shall slatc its reiuons i t1  writing. 

(3) If a Nyujrr Pa11c11q-at is salislicd t h a ~  a suir institutcd bciorc il is 
false, vexatious, or frivolous, i t  may dirccl dw plainliif, by an ordcr in 
wiling, to pay to rhc dcfcndanr such compcnsalion, nat exceeding twenry- 
five rupees, as it may ~hink lil. 

92. A N y q a  Pa~~clrajur in ordering ~ h c  pnymcnc of a sum of money Insraln~c~i~s ,  

or h e  delivery of any movable prDperty may direct ha1 the money be paid, 
nr thr mnvnhlr! nrnrwriv he rl~li~v=wrl hv inc~nlmm~c 
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his ions  10 9 3  The decision of a Nyaya Pancfrflynr in cvcry suit sl~all be linal 
lx firhl: hi11 

as berween h c  p ~ r i c s  lo thc suit: 
Munsii lo Provjdcd that rhc Munsif who would havc had jurisdiction ro try thc 
nr~ltr relrial. 

suir but tbr the provisions or this Acr, may, on h c  applicalion of any 
party to the s u i ~  madc wilhin thirty days of the dccrcc or order of the 
Njflyu Pul~chaynl cancel or modify Ihc decree or ordcr of [he Nyayu 
Pcrrrclrr~~ur or dircct n retrial of die suit by rhc same or any orhcr Nyayo 
Porrclrnun if lie is sntisIictl t h a ~  [here has bccn a lailure of justicc. 

I>ca!h of 94. If the plaintiff or dcrcndnnt in any sui~  dics hcFore [he suit has 
palllc.<. 

bccn dccidcd, [he suit may, subjcct lo the provisions or clause (4) of 
srcrion 81, be proceeded rvih a1 Ihe instance of, or aginsl  the legal 
rcp~scntiutivcs of [he deceased plainlilr or dcfcndanl, as thc c u c  may bc. 

Pmcc<lun: 
for N!iiyo 
P ~ l l l r / i ( / ~ ( i t .  

95. Tlie dccision af a ~Vsaya Parrclroynr on rhc qucsrion of ~it le,  legal 
conlracl or obligation stlall not bind thc parlies except in 

rcspcct of the suit in which such matter is decided. 

G cncral Provisions. 

96. (1) The provisions or- 

(a) rhc Court-ices Acl, 1870, 

(b) rl~e Codc of Criminal Procedurc, 1898, 

(c) the Codc o l  Civil Procedure, 1908, and 

(d) the Indian Evidcncc Act, 1872, 
shall no1 apply ro any  rial, bcforc a Nyayn Po'nr~ehaycir. 

(7) Tllc proccdurc to be folloivc.zd by a Nyaya Parrcl~ayur in any trial, 
in the enforcernen~ of its decisions and ordcrs, and in h e  mcrhod or  
forming a quorum shall, subjcc~ la [he provisions of this Acr, be in 
accordance wirh prescribed mlcs. 

97. No Nynyn Pa)iclruyut shall uy any case or suit or ather proceeding 
LO or ill which [he At~clrul P u ~ ~ c l r n ~ a r  concerned or any Grcrrrr Pclrrclrayar 
wi illin ~ h c  Atrclral Punchupur or any member of sucll Nyqn Poeclrq-ai 
is a pany or is inreresled. 

48. ( I )  the Dislricl Magiskarc or thc Subdivisional Magiskarc within 
the local limit< of whose jurisdiction h e  A!aayo Pat~clrayal is sirualc, may, 
or his own motion or on the applicalion or any of the parlies to a casc or 

... . . .  .... ..... ........... ,, r l r n  +.*I:-.. -C ,lr- A l . . "  n f ..-..-. 1 :.L.I . I . -  

Acr V of 
1998. 
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. pending bclbrc a Nyayu Pnxrclrajat if, for reasons lo be recorded by him 
in writing, he is or rhc opinion ha1  thc casc is onc which should no1 
be tricd or h c x d  by ~ h c  Njoya Pu~rclrajar, and may try or hear rhe case 
himself or trslnsFer it for disposal to nnorhcr Mngislra~c who would havc 
had jurisdiction to ~ r y  thc casc but for lhe provisions or  this Acl. 

(2) Thc Dislrict Judge willlin 111c local limits of wllose jurisdiclion 
a Nyt~ya  Prrrrclroynr is si~uate, may, of his own motion or on [he applicirrion 
of any of thc partics ro n suit or on [he molion of thc Nyojn Potlcfroyat 
concerned, withdraw rhc suit pcnding bcforc a N ~ a y u  Parrclr~ijnr if. for 
reasons lo be recorded by him in writing, he is of the opinion that rhc 
sui! is one which should no1 bc tricd or hcard by thc ~ ' ) . u J ~ I  Pcrr~clrt~~tat, 
and may try lo hear lhe suit himself or transFer it for disposal lo the court 
of rhc Munsir who would Ilavc had jurisdiction 10 my thc suil b u ~  for 
the provisions of this Act. 

(3) If .?I any slagc of a case or a s u i ~  any party lo such casc or suir 
infurn ls  !he Nyaya Paricl~ayut tllat hc has applicd or that hc intcnds to 
apply ior thc withdrawal or lransfcr of thc casc or s u i ~  uuder sub- 
seurion ( 1 )  or sub-seclion (21, as the casc may be, the Nyaya Parrcliayn~ 
shall stay furdier proceedings in  the case or suit unlil such limc as il 
lhinh lit. 

99. ( 1 )  No N y q a  Purrclr(~~ar shall try any suit in which thc mattcr Ccn.~in suits 

dircctly and suhstantiully in dispute has bccn hcurd and finally dccidcd ~~~~~ 
by a court of competenr jurisdiction in  a Iormer suir berrveen the same l i ed .  
panies, or belwecn panies under whom [hey or any of rhent claim. 

(2) No N y n y  Pnrrchuyar shall proceed with the [rial of any suit in 
wtiicli the malrer direclly and substanrially in dispure is pcnding for 
decision in the s m c  Nyuyu P r ~ ~ ~ c t r u ~ a t  or in any otl~ercourl in a previously 
insri~ulcd suit bctwccn lhc sarnc parlies or bctwccn partics undcr whom 
they or any of Ihem claim. 

(3) No N~rr jo Prrrrclrr~yt~~ shall uy a person who has once been rried 
by n courl or a Nynya Panclrayur oTcornpclcnt jurisdiclion ior an offcncc 
and conviclcd or acquiuctl or  such orrcncc, whilc such convic~ion or 
acquittnl remains in  force. 

100. ( I )  T l ~ c  Districl Judgc, the Disrricr Magistrate and  lhc l l ~ c c l i o n -  

Subdivisions1 Mzlgistr:itc within rhc local limits or whosc jurisdiclion lhc 
Nyrrjrt Prr~rcl~rrjat is situale, shall havc the powcr at all times ro inspcct 
t l~e  proceedings of any cast and [hc rccords of cascs maintained by a 
Nya~rr Pnt~ cl ic~~nr.  

(2) The Districl Judgc nnd thc Munsif within the local limits of 
whose jurisdiction ~ h c  Nyayo P~r~cltaya! is situate, shall have thc power 
at all tinics to inspcct thc proceedings or any s u i ~  and thc rccords of suits 
mninrlinorl hv n N\.rrt'/r P / I J I P / I A Y ~ ~  
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101. ( 1)  Subjzct to thc provisions of secljon 104, a Nsaya Pa~lclrayor 
may, by summons, send for any person LO appear and give ~\~irlcncc or ro 
produce or cause ~ h c  production or nny documtor: 

Providcd Lllnr no person who is exempt rronl personal appcarancc in 
cour~undersub-scc~ion(I)oisccton133oltheCodeo~CivilPr~cdurc, A c l v o l  

1908, shall be required to appcar in pcrson bciorc a Nynjrr Pnrrciruyur. 190s. 

(2) ANJYIY~I Ponchnjor shall refuse to summon a wirncss orto cnrarce 
a summons already issucd againsl a wiuless. wherc, in [he opinion of rhc 
Njbtdvtr P u ~ i c l r a ~ a ~ ,  [he attcndanuc of tlic witncss cnnnoi bc procured 
withoul an amount of delay, cxpensc or inconvcnicncc which, undcr [he 
circums~nnacs of ~ h c  case, would be unreasonable. 

(3) A k 'yn~n Pi~rrchr~~r~rshall  no1 rcquire any person living outside the 
l i m i ~ s  or~ l l c  Atrchnl I'arrcir?-ar concerned ro give cvidcncc. unless such a 
sum or moncy as may appcar ro Ihe Nyuya Pnrrclloyot lo,bc suflicicnl l o  
dcfrny [he rravelling and orlier expenses o i  such person in passing to and 
irom rhc h'yn~rr Pu~rclru~ut and for oneday's attendance, is deposited in [he 
Nyqvo Patrch+-~~r  by thc parly who cites such pcrson as his wilness. 

(4) If  any person whom ;I N y q a  Puncfrujcr~ sumn~ons by wrirlen order 
to appear or give evidcncc, or 10 producc any docurncnr before it fails, 
without Inivrul excuse. to obey such summons the Njaya P~n)lcl~rrj~~t  may 
takc cog~iizancr of such offcncc and may scn tcncc nny pcrson convicted 
thcrcof LO a fine noL excccding ~ w c n  ty-fivc rupces. 

102. ( I )  Thepanies to cascs triablc by a N y a p  Pa~rclruyat shall appear 
personally bciorc such Patrclmoyar: 

Provided [hat [hc Pnrichayar, i T i 1  sccs rcason so LO do, may dispense 
wilt1 ~ h c  pcrsonal arrcndance of an accused and pennir him to appcar by 
agenr. 

(2) The parlies lo suits triable by a Nynya P a r ~ c f r o j ~ ~  m q  appcar by 
agenr. 

~ . ~ ~ k ~ ~ r t l t i o t r . - " ~ g e n L "  in suh-sections ( I )  and (21, rncans a pcrson 
who is nurhoriscd in writing to appear and plead For either parly. 

(3) No~wilhstanding anything con taincd in sub-sccrion ( 1  ) or sub- 
. .. . . . . . .  . .  . 

seclion (21, no person whosc name i s  includcd in a list of lours framed and . .. . . . .  . . .., . . .  
. . publishcd by Subdivisional Magistrates under section 30.4 or thc Indian X V I o f l 9 0 8 -  . .  . . . . 

Regisvation Act, 1908, s h ~ l l  bc pcrrnirted to appear 3s an agent OF a party 
before a Nynyu Pnnchuydl. 

103. Norrvithslanding anyrhing conlained in the Legal Practitioners XVHIor 
I R79. 

ACI, I X79, legal pnctitioners shall no1 bc pcrmitrcd ro.pracuse bcfore rr 
7 .  n . . t  _... 
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101. No woman shall be co~npelled lo appear in person before a Appmnnc~ 
or women. 

hrj.ujo Paricl~ayat as an accuscd, or xs a witncss. 

0 Subjecl to such rubs as may bc prcscribcd, a Njuya Pnrrcl~a~ar Power 10 
ISSUC 

may issue a con~mission ro cxaminc any person in accordancc wirh such ,o,,i,,io,~ 
proccdurc as may be prescribed. 

106. Where a suit is maintninablc in more lhan onc N y y a  Prrtlcl~ayat, z2,:pL 
rhc plaintiff may bring the-suil in  any one of such Nyaya Patlcf~ayar; more rhan 

any disputc rcgarding thc jurisdiction of a Njnya Parrcftayat to entenain 
Pullcllu~ul. . - 

any s u i ~  shall be decided by thc Munsif who would havc had jurisdiclion . .. 

ro try the same but for the provisions of [his Acr, and rhc decision of 
(he Munsif thereon shall be tinal. 

107. ( 1 )  All lccs in~poscd and all sums duc on bonds and all sums ~~~~~~~,"'' 
dccrced under this Act by a N y q a  Poschajar may bc rcaliscd under the execution or 
orders of the Njaya Purrchayfir in rhc sanic manncr as an arrcar of rale ~ C C ~ C S .  

or lax imp0scd undcr this Act and any amounl realised in pursuance of 
such an ordcr shall bc paid lo ~ h c  persons endlled to gel [he same. 

(2) If the hryaya Ponchqoi granting a decrcc is unablc 10 effeci 
snGsraction thereof, il shall grant the decrcc-holder a ceni6carc ro that cficct 
stating thc amounl due 10 him and h e  amount due as cosb or thc suic. 

(3) Thc dccrec-holdcr to whom the ceflificart referred w i n  sub- 
section (2) is ganred, may apply, on production of such certificate. to 
the court OF lhc Munsii wirhjn rhc local limits of whose jurisdiction the 
defzndatl~ actually and voluntarjly rcsjdcs or cartics on business or 
personally works for gain, lor, execution of the decrce grantcd by thc 
Nynyn Po~lchajat. 

(4) The court of the Munsif, to which rhe application rcfcrrcd l o  in 
sub-section (3) is madc, shall cxccurc [he dccree gnnled by the Njaya 
Pnnclra,sar and in  cxccuting such decree i l  shall have [he same powers 
and i t  shall follow lhc same proccdurc as iT il wcrc cxccuting a decree 
passcd by itself. 

(5) An application for execution of a dccrcc or a Nyuya Par~chajat 
made altrr thc expiry ol three years from the dale of [he decree or of 
any ordcr undcr thc provisa to scction 93 modifying any such decree, 
shall bc dismissed, although linutation has no1 been pleaded: 

Provided ha1 wberc [he decree is for payment of a sum of money 
or delivery of any movablc properly which the decree directs 10 be madc 
at a ccrtain dale, h c  application lor execution of h e  dccree may be made 
within ~hree years from thal datc. 

108. Every hfjaya P u t ~ c f ~ u g ~ ~ t  shall maintain such registers and records Rcgisren 
--J *.,h-:,' ",.PL F,,,l.Fm" "" m - 3 ,  l.,, nF*,-p~;LmA and rccords. 
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liesi$laiion 
by r,,c.l,,hrr 109. A ~ncrnbcr of a Nyoyrd Puncbaynt may resign during his term 
uf~Y!rcc{ or office by notifying in writing his inlention 10 do so ro ~ h c  prescribed 
P l ~ l l ~ ~ i l i l ~ l t ~ ,  

aurllorily and, on such resignation bcing acczprcd by the prescribcd 
authoriry. shall be dccmed to havc vacated his afficc. 

T;illr~ic of 110. When ihc placc of a ~nernbcr of a Nyc[ja Par~cfruyur bccomes 
cils~~nl 
vncancicq, vacanl by his resignarion or otherwise, a new mcmbcr shall bc clcctcd 

by rhc A ~ ~ c l ~ a l  Pa~rcftuyt, who shall hold oihce sa long as the mcmbcr 
whose placc hc fills would have been entitled to hold office if such 
vacancy I~ad  not occurred: 

Providcd ibat no act or the Nyriyri Po~rchnyrrt shall be deemed to bc 
invalid by rcasnn on1 y thal h c  nurn ber of members of thc Nyaya Pa~rcl~aya~ 
ar 111e lime of thc performance of such acr w a  lcss ~han ~ h c  prescribed 
number. 

ttc~nor.d 01 111. ( I )  The Sralc Covcrnmenl may, by an ordcr in wriring, a1 any 
11lzrr1ht.n uf 
~ ; Y ~ { U I  Lillie, for good an suCFicienl rcason to be sratcd in such ordcr, remove 
' i L  a niem bcr or a N j - o w  Pattcl~ayaf. 

(2) Beforc removing a .  mcmber under -sub-secrion ( I ) ,  rbe Stare 
Governmcnt shall allow thc mcmber conccrncd an opponuniry of being 
hcard in, accurdancc wid1 such rules as may be prescribcd. 

PART TII. 

CHAPTER XrI. 

Miscellnncous. 

Assismncc 1 0  112. The Disrrict Magistrate. thc Subdivisional Magistrate. or any 
Dirlricr 
k[a;iElnrc O I ~ W C  officer aulhonscd hy the Slalc Governmen1 in this behalf may 
and Ofllcr requirc an At~clrnl Par~cl~qwl or a Gra~r~ Pa~lchayar to assist him in thc 
0f1iccrs. 

p~rformi~ncc of his durics wirhin the local limits of l ~ i s  jurisdiction and 
[hc Pa~zclrusu~ shall thereupon assist him so Tar,as it lics in its power. 

LiabiIlty 01 113. Every member of an Atrclral Pat~cha~ar or a G)-rrrrr Pa~lchayar 
111clnber. 
pr,,ll,,rll,, including the PI-odlr a~r , upn- ~ r u d l r o ~ ~ ,  A d I ~ p k ~ l ~ o  .and Uparif~yokdla 

loss shdl he joinlly and severally liable Far the loss, w a r e  or tnisapplication 
dut to 
ncg)lg<ncz. or any moncy w properly vesred in or belonging to h c  Pa~rcha~nrconccrncd, 

if such loss, wnstc or misapplicarion is a direct consequence of his neglect 
or misconduct whilc holding the office of Ihe Prnlrtrrr. Unn-Prcrdlrat~. 
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, Arllljobhn or Uprrdl~ynkslru or inember of lbc P ~ ~ t ~ c l ~ a y c ~ t ,  and a suil 
for compensation or case for brcnch of lrust may be insti~utcd against 
hirn by thc Prrr~cl~aynr concerned with the previous sanction of thc 
Subdivisional Magismre: 

Providcd thnr iT thc Subdivisional Magistrare sancrions or refuses to 
sanc~ion rlle inslirurion of a suit or casc undcr [his scclion, thc membcr 
concerned or the Pa~lchayat concerned may, within lhirly days from rhc 
di~rc of such order, appeal lo rhe Dislricl Magisrnle against rhe said 
sanclion or rcfusal ns ~ h c  case may be and the decision of the Disrricl 
Magistrate thereon shall hc final: 

Provided further [hat rhc District Magislratc or the Subdi visional 
Magisua~c may, or his own motion, direct [he Parrchaydt concerned to 
ins!iru!e a suil or casc undcr this secuon. 

114. Every member oi an Atrclral Pu t~c l~u~ar  or a Gmrrl P~lr~cl iay~t ,  M c n l h  of 
Atrclrul 

including t l ~ c  Prudf~utr, Upa-Yrodlmrr, Adl~yakslra and Upadl~yakslra pu,,r,,li~fl,3 
I[, or of a Nyaja Pattcl~c~yr~r including thc Pradlla~l Vicl~arak,] or of a clc,. 10 bc 

public Join1 Commiuce conslilutcd undcr [his Acl and evcry cmploycc of a ,,,,,,, 
P U J I C ~ ~ ~ ~ J U I  and of a N y q n  I'ut~cfrajar shall be deemed to be a public 

,icl SLV of scrvnnl within rhc rncanin~ or scclion 21 of [he Indian Pcnal Code. 
1860. 

115. ( 1 )  Notwi~hstanding nnyrhing contincd in scction 113, no suil Indcmniry. 

or other lcgal proceedings shall bc broughl against a member including 
rhc Pradllars Upa-Pracll~arr. AdllyuhI~a and Upodlrynkslza of an Artchnl 
Pa~zchaynr or a Gratn Panchayar or a member of a- N y q a  Patichayat 
OF a Joint Comnlir~ee constiluted under lhis Acl in respect of any act done 
or purporting lo be done under [his Act or rules made [hereunder or in 
rcspcct or any alleged neglec~ or dcfault on his,part i n  the execu~ion of 
his dulics under this Acl or any rule or order made t~crcunder, if such 
acl was donc or such ncglcct or deiaull occurrcd in good Iailh. 

(2) No suit or olhcr lcgal proceeding shall bc brought againsl any 
Gram Pcl)zclro~at, Atlchal Parrclra~at or Nynja Pancllnyat or any of its 
~nc~nbcrs  or ofiiccrs, or any pcrson acring under its dircc~ion, Tor anylhing 
donc undcr [his Act, unlil [he expiration of one month next after notice 
in wriling h a  been delivered or left at rhe office of such G ~ U J J Z  Paticlrayar, 
Atlcl~ul Pnrrcl~rrjuf or Nyuyu Parrclrflyar and also (if [he suil is intended 
to be brought againsl any officer of the Grmrr Pnricllayar, Atichal 
PurrL.lrojhur or Njpr~ja Pa~ichnyat or any pcrson acdng undcr its dircclion) 
a1 the placc of abode of [he pcrson against whom the suir is intcndcd 
to bc brought, slating the cause of action and the name and pIace of abode 
of the person who inlends lo bring h e  suir; and unless such nolice is 
provcd, tbc courl shall find for the defendant. 

'These words within [he s q u m  bnckcu ivcrc inscncd by s ,  12 of rhc Wcsr Bcngnl . . .  . . . . .  - . . . . . . . . . . .  - . .  - A 
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(3) Every acrion rercrrcd 10 in sub-section (2) shall bc cnmmcnced 
wirhin rllree monrhs after the accrual of the cause of action, and not 
afterwards. 

(4) If any tirarrr Pa~~clraja~, AncJial Pntrclrqa! or Nyuya Panclrayat 
or pcrson to whoin a noticc under sub-seaion (2) is givcn shall, beforc 
a suit i s  broughr, tcnder sufficienr amends to fit plainliff, such plaintiff 
shaIl not rccover. 

Vdida'i?nor 116. No ac[ of a Gmt?~ Por~chaya~. A~lclraI Pa~~clrayar, Nyaya 
~ ~ ( I c c ' c ~ I I ~ ~ s -  

Pnncl,rljnr or a Joint Comrnittce or or any pcrson acting as Pradllan, 
Upu-Pmdllur~, Adlrllpkslta, Upudl~yaksf~lo or mcmbcr of any such 
Poncl~trya~ or Commilrcc shall be decmed lo be invalid by reason only 
of a defcct in thc constirurion or  such Pa~rrlrajal or Cornmiltee or on 
I hc ground thal rhc Pradf~an, Ilpo-Prnfll~n~i. Adlryak~l~a, Upadl~~naksJlu, 
or any member a€ such Pnrtcltayat or Commiucc was no\ enti~lcd to hold 
or continue in such office by reason of any disquaIiFication or by reaon 
of any irregularity or illegality in his eleclion or hy reason of such act 
having becn dont: during lhc period of any vacancy in lhe officc of thc 
Prudlrot 1, Upa-Prud/~ar~. Adhyakil~, Upadlryakslio or mern bcr of such 
Par~cl~ogar or Cornmlt~ee. 

Eltaion 117. (1) TheeIectionoFapcrson~ll~eAdliyu~l~oor Ilpadl~jnksl~a 
d i ~ p n ~ ~ .  or as a mcmber of a Gram Potrcl~qat or as h e  Pradlta~~ or U p -  Prud11a11 

or as a member or an A~rclrol Pancl~ayat or as the Pradl~arr Vicliarok 
or as n member of a Nyqu Pu~~ultuyar shall no1 be calicd in question 
in- any Court: 

Providcd lhat an application questioning the elcction may be pwenlcd 
to such authoricy wjrhin such Lirnc and in such manner as may be 
prescribed. 

(2) T h c  hewing of the npplicaljon, Ihc procedure lo be followed at 
such hearing and h c  disposal of [he application shall bc in accordance 
r v i r h  such ruIcs zls may be prcscribcd. 

(3) No Court shall granr an injunction-- 
(i) to poslponc the election of- 

(a )  a rncm ber ol a Crunr Panclrayur or an Anrflnl Parrcltqo~, 
or 

(b  an Ad14yal;lilra. UpadI~jakska, Prad l~o l~ ,  Llpa-Prudl~a~i. 
' Viclmrak or P d w l  Viclmmk of a N j q a  Panclqhar; or 

(ii) to prohibit a penon, declared l o  have been elecred under 
h i s  Act, from laking part in the proceedings of n Granr 
Pancltayot, Atrclral Pa~irhaya~ or Npqla Pati cl~ayar, as the 
case may be, d which he has becn eleclcd Adhy~krhn. 
Upadl1yokrlra, Prod/~utr. Upa-Prudlrarr, Viclmrak, Pradharr 
V i r h n r d  nr a r n ~ r n h w .  nr 
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(Part I / / .  --Cliopter XII.-Tratrsiroi-y Provisiotn.-Sccriorrs 118, I I M . J 

(iii) to prohibil [he members fomally clcclcd or appoinlcd to a 
Graal Purr clr ayar, Arrclral Pu~icl~ayut or Nynya Pnrlcliayat, 
as thc case may be, under this Act, from cntering upon lhcir 
dulics. 

Transitory Provisions. 

Rcn. Acr V 
oC 1919. 
Bihar Acr 
VI1 or 19-18, 

'118. IF, on thc rcpcal undcr scction 4, of the Bengal Village Self- Tmsilory 
provisions 

Governmcnt Act, 1919, or [he Bihar Panchayat Raj Act, 1947, within ,garding 
. . 

any lrrritorinl li~niks, any c s e  or suit pending before any bcnch, Courl ?zmd 
or Grrrnf Gitclferty canstitutcd undcr any of those Acts cannot be 
conli~lurd before such bench, Court or Grurrr Cr~tcl~erv on account of  
its ceasing to have jurisdic~ion. then such case or suir shall, upon such 
repeat, s~anrl transferred to the civil or criminal Court of thc lowest gradc 
competent to try the same. 

?11SA. ( I) Whcrc by rcason of an ordcr of a competent courl selting 
asidc. or prohibiting rhe holding of, any dcclion hclil or l o  be held under 
 he provisions of section 11, section 26 or seclion 27, or othcrwisc 
delaying the constitulion of an Allchal Parrclrayar, the first conslimtion 
of any AlrcfrnI Pntrcllqar aher i t s  establishment under section 25 cannot 
be completed wihin such dme as the prescribed aurhorily considers lo 
be reasonable, the prescribed authorib may, wirh thc prcvious approval 
ofhc  Sralc Governmcnt, appoint an Administrator 10 exercise or perform. 
in such manner and subjccr lo such conditions as the prescribed aulhoriry 
may direct, [he powers, dulies or funcuons conferred or irnposcd on such 
Ar~cllal fr),lchajat by or under the provisions of this Acl or any othcr 
Act or any rule made under this Acl wilhin thc ~cmtorial limits of such 
Atlcl~al 'Parrclroyat. 

(2) Notwithstanding nnylhing contained in secrion 4, upon [he 
appoinuncnt of an Adminislrator undcr sub-section (1) in respect OF any  
A~ichal Panctrayar,- 

(a) the enactments specified in column 3 of Schedule I shall 
stand repealed or amended wilhin h e  terrirorial lirnils of 
such Alicl~al Paticl~ayat to [he extcnr and in thc manner 
spccified in  column 4 ~hereoc 

Appoint- 
mcnl or 
Adrninistn- 
lor whcn: 
Cirsr 
conslitution 
or A~rclrrtl 
Pot~ckajclr 
or G r t l ~ ~  
Pnrrckrtjnr 
dulayed by 
ordcr ot 
Coun . 

'Secrion l I8  wx substirured lor h c  originnl scclion by s. 13 of the )Vat Bengd 
Pr~~lcl~rryu, (knendmenr) Acr, 1959 (Wcsr Bcn. Act XV of 1959). 

:Secrion 118A was inscned by s. 2 of the \Vcs[ Bcngal Par~cbr~jurrl (A~nendmeni) ACI, 
1nt7 , , I - . - .  R . -  7 -. Y -C I ~ L T \  



[Wcsi Ben. Act 

(b) any P o ~ ~ c h o ~ a r  appoi nrcd u ~ ~ d c r  111e Village Chaultiduri ACI, 
1870, union cornmillee constirutcd under  he B c n ~ a I  Local 
Scl f-Gnvcmmcn! Acr of 1885, union board estnblishcd undcr 
thc Bengal Village Sclf-Govcrnnien~ Acl, 19 19, or Gro111 
P~~nclmnyor cs~ahlislted under thc Bi har Panchaynr Raj Acr, 
1947, having jurisdiction wirliin rhc lcrritorial lirnirs orsucll 
Anclrol Putrcl~ajflr shall cease to function within such limirs; 

. and 

Ucn. ACI V1 
or 1870. 
Hen. Au1 Ill 
of 1885. 
Scn. Acl V 
or 19 19. 
B i h x  ACI 
V l l  of 19-18. 

(c) a11 such propcrlics, funds and othcr asscts and all such righrs . .  , . . . . . . . 

and liabili~ies of such Parrchujaf, union commi~tec, union . .  , - 
board or Grarrl Pnl~cfmajnr, as the case inny hc, as are 
rdatnblc lo [he area within the lerritorial limits of sucl~ 
Anchal Par~chayar in accordance with illc al localion 
dc~ci-mined by \he prcscribcd authoriry by an ordcr made 
in  this behalf shall, subjcct to such conditions ns rhe 
prcscribcd authori~p may djrccr, v c s ~  in the Administri~~or. 

(3) Thc appointment of any Adminisrraror undcr sub-sccrion ( I )  in 
rcspucl or any Ancllal Po~lcizayor sllall icrminate irnmedinrcly o n  [he 
complc~ion of lhe constiturion of such A~rchol- Par~clmqa! and thc 
propcrrics, funds, assers, rigllts and liabilities vcs~cd in  ~ h c  Adn~inisualor 
urtder clnusc (c) o i  sub-section (2) shall !liereupon srand transferred lo 
attd' vesr in such /trlclm/ I'oticlrrrynr. 

'(1) It'thc firs[ constiiulion of any G ~ ~ I I I  P U I I C ~ I U ~ C I I  foril Gt-a111 Sabha 
comprised in nn A~lchal Poncltajur in rcspcct of which an Adrninislrator 
11as bee11 appointed undcr sub-section (1) has nor been complc~cd by 
rcason or an order of a compctenr Court thcn, during such period as rhc 
consti rution of such Gra~n Pnt~clrayor cannot bc vompltrrd,- 

(a) thc Administrator appoinlcd under sub-section (1)  shall, i l l  

such manner and subjecl 10 suchkondirions as thc prcscribcd 
aulhority may direcl, also cxcrcise or perlbrm rhc powers, 
dulics or runcrions conferred or iinposed on such Grcrrtl 
Porlchflxar by or under the provisions orthe Acl or any orhcr 
Act or any rulc madc undcr this Act wi l l~ in  the area of the 
GI-UIII Sabllu concerned; and 

(b) rhc properties to be vestrd in such Crar~r Prtnclzaynt under 
scc tion 61 shall, subjljecl lo such conditions as thc prcscri bed 
authority may direcl, bc vcstcd in [he Adminislmtor. 

L-vp1urrarion.-For t t ~ c  purposcs of this secrion. thc cons~ilution of 
an Atlcllal Pa~iclra,~uf shall be deerncd ro be complztcd on Lhc cleclion 
of its Prc~cII~an and llprt-P~~adlruri under scctinn 27, and !hc conslirution 
of a Grunr Pa~lclra~cr~ shall bc deemed to bc completed on ~ h c  clcction 
nF il.: Ad{~r*n l . r l~ r t  nnd Tlnndlrq-nl-~l~n 11ntIr.r crrh.r r r+;nn IF.\ n F  r,.rt;nn 1 1 



The West Berrgui Panchayar Act. 1957. 

Rcmoval of Difficulty. 

119. I f  in  cs~nblislling, consrilu~ing or in (he working of, an Arrchal Rc~l iovd of 
dilticulry. 

Po~lclrn!.a! or n Grnrrr 'Pclnclruyc~r in  any local arca, any dispulc or 
difrtculry arises in hc intcrprcrarion of any provision or [his Acl, or any 
rulc inadc lhereunder or any marler arising our of or rclaling 10 such 
inrerprc~alion or any nmtzr noi providcd in (hc A ~ I ,  rhe Slate Govcrn~nenr 
may, by ordcr, dccidc the samc and au~horise nuy rnalrcr or rhing ro hc 
done whiclr appears to ir ro be necessary lor lhc purpose of removiq 
such difficulty, and thc decision of Ihr: Slale Governmenr shall bc final. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Polvcr to make Rules. 

120. (1)  l'hc Slaw Government may, afier previous publica~ion, makc RuI's- 

'rulcs for carrying oul the purposcs d his Acl. 

(2) In p,micular and u~irliout prcjudicc ro the. gencraliiy of dle 
lorcgoing powcr. such rulcs may providc for all or any oi ihc l-ollowing 
nia[Lers, namely:- 

(a) any nlaitcr for which powcr to make provision is conferred 
cxpressly or by implicalion on thc Statc Gover~ment by this 
Act; 

(b) the esrablishmcnl of any aulhority undcr, and [he cxcrcisc 
orpowcrs and perforn~ancc of du~ies  conferred and imposed 
upon rhc S~ale Governmcnr by this Act; 

(c) iIle es~ahlishmen~ of Ar~clrai Pa~rcfrnyors and Crarlr 
Porlchayors; 

(d) [he records and regislers rha~  shall be rnnintaincd by an 
Arlchal Puscha-var. a Grnl~ l  P n ~ l c k u ~ a r  and a hryayn 
Parrchayut; 

(e) the rime or holding meetings of a Gra~s Sobllo rcfcrred ro 
in sub-seciion (4) or scc~ion 8, the manner nolifying rhc 
time and place of such rneeungs and of thc meetings or an 
Arrclrrrl Parrclroyar and Cronr Parrcl~ayar, and the manner 
of conducling busincss ar such meetings. adjournment of 
 neel lings and recording the minulcs of h e  mee~ings; 

'For the \ii 'rsr Bzngal Pu~rclru~or Rulcs, 1958. nwdz uodcr rIiis scciion, see nolificaiion 
No. 1670 L.S.GJ3R-15/57. dalrd 3.8.56, publkhcd i r~  rhc Cnlcrrrm Gu:crle. Ettrnordit~clt? 
oi 1958. Pan 1. pages 757310, 
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(r) '[rl~c lime and manner of] ?electing rnenlbcrs of an Atzclral 
Ptrtrc/~ayur. a Grot11 Pa~rcl~ayar and a Nyajci Patrct~ngar. the 
dcposi~ 10 be made by candidates slanding for cleclion Lo 
~hc Grusr Patlchu~ur, [he conditions undcr which such 
deposits may bc iorfcited and ihc disposal or clection 
disputes; 

(g) the manner of rccrviuncnt of h c  srdiof an Ai~ciral Paricfruyal 
and a Crnrrt Pu~~clrayor and ~ h c  manner or their dismissal, 
discharge, removal, superannuation, punishmcnr and rig111 
of appeal; 

(h) rhc rnanncr of convening a special meeting of an Anchai 
Punclroyar or a Cratrl Pntfclinyot For Ihc purpose ormmoving 
an Adl1yaksI1a. Upadfiphlia, Prcrnliatr or Upcr-Prdlr11~11; 

( i )  (he manner in which and h e  condilions undcr which an 
Arrcl~nl Partcl~u~ur or a Grut~r Prrrz~~lirr~ai is lo function as 
the agcnt of [he Slate Gavernmen~ or rhe Disrricr Board; 

(j) thc manncr in which rwo or more Gra111 Pa~tcl~ayars may 
combine ro appo~nt a Joinr Commhlec; 

(k) the rams 10 be uscd under [his Act; 

(1)  lie mcthotl and rime of payrncnt of mxcs and oll~er ducs, 
thc proccdure or recovery; and Ihc aurllurity whose asisrancc 
may be rakcn by an Allchcrl Parrclra?-ar for Lhc rccovery of 
laxcs and dues: 

(m) thc nlerhod of crerliling thc receipts from various sources 
ro 111c Atlclffll Prrncltuyot Fund; 

(11) tk manner of crediting rhe sale procccds of uncIairned carrle; 

(0) thc condhions subjea to wh~cil an Allclral Putrcl~rz~ar may 
borrow money; 

(p) thc i r n p o s i ~ i o n  of taxcs, tolls, le ts  and rales, and ~ h c  manncr 
of assessment and appeal against asscssrncnl; 

(q) thc r i i ~ ~ r ~ i n g  of budgeu; 

(r) [he Cceping or accounts; 

'Thcsc. wods within thc square bnckels wcre suhsriturcd far thc w a d  "the nimner 
or' by A, 14 ofthe Wwt Bcnpl Parrcirr~~ar (Arnend~nrnr) Act, 1959 (WCSI Bcn. Act )CV 
or 19-59), 

'For rhc \Vt'si Bcnpal N\ccjn P{rr~cl~aprt Ekclion Rulec. lW. nude undtr sec\ \m 
I Iq I )  and ( Z ) ( f l  o l  rhc Acl, scr notilicalion NO. 3122fDPlN- IIM, dated 1.1 1.60. published 

in  rhc C L I ~ L - I [ I I ~  G~ZCI~C.  Ertranrrlirmr?. ol  1960. P a l  1, p a p s  192 1.2917, 
For 1k \Vct;l Bcn~at Arrcln~l and Grnitl Pn~rclm!n! {Accoum u d  Audirl Rules. 1959. 

made undcr ~rction tZO(1) and ( 1 ) ( g ) .  (rl and Is) or ihc ACI. ~ e e  norilicar~on No. 35661 
L S C; nK- 15157. da~cd 24.1.58, pub!ishcd in If~c Culcrritu Gflzcrre or 11159. P u  1. pasts 
165 1 - 1656, as subscqucn~lv anicnrlcrl 
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(Purr Ill.-Cljnprer- XIII.-Power lo /nuke R n l e s , S e c ~ i o ~ ~  120.) 

(s) the audit of accounts and powcrs of audilors; 

(r) rhc returns and reporrs lo be submitted by an Arrclral 
Parrclrayat and a Grirm Pn~rcliql-or and a Njaya Purrcf~ajor; 

(u) [he sueng~h, salary, nature and the cost of cquipment of  he 
clcifudors and clroa$idors and all matters relaung ro rhcir 
duiies, powers and funcrionsand their rrcruiiment, condi~ions 
or scrvicc, superannuation, discipline, punishment and 
dismissal; 

(v.) [hc procedure 10 be rollowed by a Nyny Par~clro).at in 
rrying suits and cmcs; 

(w)  ihc particulars to be conlained in ~llc order or dccree of a 
N ! U ~ ( I  Ptttfcli~~~ut; 

(x )  the fees to bc lcvicd by a Nyaya Pat~clray~t for ins~iru~ion 
of suils and cases, issue of processes and supplying copics 
of tlocunlents and olher papcrs; 

(y) thc issuc, scrvice or execution of summons, noriccs and 
orllcr proccsscs by a Nyqa Pa~~cltaja?; 

(4 Blc proccdure for execurion oC decrccs, ordcs arld sentences 
passed by a Fsaya Pot~clraya~; 

'(zz) any olhcr marrcr which may be, or is rcquircd to be, 
prescribed. 

(3) All ruIcs mndc under his Acl shall be published in thc Oflcial 
Gozer~c, and shall, unless somc l a m  dale is appointed by the Sratc 
Government, come inlo forcc on h e  dole of such publicarion. 

(4) All rulcs made under clauses (I), (g), (j), (I), Ip), (q), (u) and (v) 
ol'sub-scc~ion (2) shall be laid for not less !ban Courlccn days before the 
Slate Legisla~urc as soon as possible afler  hey are rnadc, and shall be 
subjec~ to such rnodilicaiion as the State Legislalure ma) makc during 
the session in which ihcy arc so laid. Any modificalion of rhc said rulcs 
mndc by [he Srarc L C ~ ~ S I ~ I ~ U M :  shall be published in [he Oficial Gazette. 
nnd'shall, urlless somc lalcr dntc is appointed by [lie S~ale  Governmenl, 
come inlo rorce on rile dnic of such publication. 

'Inxntd by s. 2(9) of the \VesL Bengal Parrclra~ur and tillu P~rrislrtrd~ (A~nend~nmt)  
3- ,  lnL< l i l ~ , . ? ,  n,,,, A,.. V W I T I  ..r in<<\  
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(Sulrcdrrle I.-E~ract~ne~irs Repeoled or- A~rzerrded.) 

SCHEDULE I. 

Ennctmcnls Rcpcalcd or Arncndcd. 

(Secrion 4.) 

'Tl~csr words wirhin thc squarc hnckc~s xvcrc subsiirured for ihe words "the \ V a t  Bengal A~rrclruj(~f Acr, 1956 by . -  > ? ,  ..- - 8 -  . . . . ---- .... - . .-, . .--- 

Ycar. 

1 

1870 

1571 

1835 

I SS5 

No. 

2 

V I  . . 

I . . 

I . . 

111 . . 

S11o1-i rille. 

3 

The Vitlagc Chaukidxi 
ACL, 1870. 

Tlic Bengal Villagc 
Chaukidiri Act, 1871. 

The Bengal Ferries Act, 
1885. 

Tiw Bcngal Local Self- 
Govcrnnizn~ ACL of 
1885. 

. ' 

Exlenl of repeal or amcndmcnt. 

4 

The wholc, cxccpt ~ h c  prcnmblc and scclion I ,  48 
lo 61 (Par1 11), 66, 67 and 69 and Schedules C 
and D sllall be rcealcd. 

The whole shall bc repealed. 

For section 35, !he following seclion shall bc 
substituled, namely:- 

"35. It shall he lawful for the Stntc Govcrnmcnl 
to order [ha1 any public ferry shall bc managed 
by a local authori~y having jurisdiction ovcr 
the area or any part of the area in which such 
ferry is siluated; and such local authority shall 
have all [he powers vested i n  tlie Magis~rnlc 
ofthedistricl underthis Act except thcpowcrs 
spccificd in  sccrions 7, 17 and 32; and 
thereupon [he ferries shall be managed 
accordingly. 

Thc Sratc Govcrnrncnl may from time to time vary 
or annul any order madc under  his section." 

1. In sccdon 5, for [be definirion of "local authority" 
the following sllall be subsuju~ed, namely:- 
' "local aurhorily" means ahy dis~ric~ board, 
local board orjoinl cornmiltee constitured under 
this A& or any A~iclzol Pa,lchojol or Grnrrr 
Pa~~clrayat Acl, 19571'. 

2. In sub-seclion (1) of secdon 7A, in clause (i i) ,  
after [he words "or as chaukidari lax, or" [he 
words "as rates or lax under '[the Wcst Bcngal 
Punclrajar ACL, 19571, or". 
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(Sclredrile I.-Et~acrn~er~rs Repealed or Atnended.) 

Exrenr of rcpcal or amendment. 

4 

3. In scclions IS and 18A, for [he words "local 
board or union cornmillee" the words "or local 
board" shall bc substirulcd. 

4. Seclion 36 and thc wholc OF Chap~cr It  OI 
Part I (secuons 37 lo 44 ) shall bc rcpcalcd. 

5. For sub-clausc (d) of clause Fifrhl! of 
seclion 53, thc following shall be subsritured, 

namely:- 

"(dl any sums assigned by [he disrricr board to 
a local board or lo an Atlcl~al Pat~chnjnt 
consti~uled under [[the West Bcngal 
Pl~tlchayar Act, 19571". 

6. The whole of Chaptcr III or Part 11 (sections 56 
' lo 58) shall bc rcpcalcd. 

7. In scclion 73, rhc follotving words and figures 
shall be orlij~~cd, namely:- 

"bul subjcct to ,the provisions of Chaprer ILI or 
Par! LII thcrcol." 

8. In secrion 89,  he follolving words shall bc 
insertcd nr [he beginning of the section, 
namely :- 

"Subjecl to lhc -provisions of '[the West 
Bcngal Pat~clrajur ACI, 1957,l". 

9. The wl~ole of Chapler 111 nf  par^ I11 (sections 
1W to 1 19) shall bc rcpcalcd. 

LO. In section 130, thc following shall be omilrcd, 
namely:- 

( i )  in rhc first paragraph, rl~e following:- 
"in rcspecr of a union committcc, by the 
district board or rhe local board to which 
rl~e committcc may have been declared. by 
an ordcr undcr scc~ion 1 19. ro he, Cor ~ h c  
purposes of h i s  scction, subordinate, and": 

Ycar. 

I 

1885 

-:No. 

2 

111- 
co~rrrl. 

Shorr titlc. 

3 

Thc Bcngal Local Self- 
Govcrnmenl Act of 
1 8 8 5 - C O J ~ I ~ .  
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(Sclredrrlc I.-Et!ac?n~et~fs Repealed or Anlctrded.) 

, - 

Extent of repeal. or amendment . 

4 

(ii) the wholc of the sccond and third 
parag raphs, namely :- 

"When a local board makes any order under 
this secuon, i t  shall fonhwith submil 10  he 
district hoard a copy  of the order, with n 

stalemcnt of its reasons for making it, and 
with any expIaoa~ion which the union 
comnijr[ee conccmed may wish 10 olicr. 

The disbricl board may thereupon cofifirm, 
modify or rcscind Ihc order"; and 

(iii) in thc ~xnuIrimate paragraph, Ibe words or 
union comrni~lee". 

1 I. In seclion 131. the words "or uninn commitlee", 
occumng in two places, shaIl bc omirrcd. 

12. In scction 132. thc following shall be omitted, 
namely:- 

(i) in the first paragraph, the words "or union 
comrnirtec", in  the four placcs where 
tliey wcur. 

( i i )  in the sccond paragraph, lhc words "or 
commjrlcc". 

13. Section 133 shall: be repcaled. 

14. In secrion 138,- 

(1) he following shall be omit~ed,  namely:- 

(i) in the first paragraph, he words "or 
union cammittcc"; 

(ii) clauses (q) and (ql); and 

(i i i )  ~ h c  whole OF rhc lasr pangraph; 

(2) in clause (I) for thc wards "district bnards, 
local boards and union committees" thc 
words "dislric~ bo.uds or local boards"shal1 
bc subslituted. 

Year. 

1 

1885 

No. 

2 

111- 
cotrrd. 

Short li i le. 

3 

Thc Bcngal Local Self- 
Government Act of 
I RS5-o)1rtl. 
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I of 1957.1 

(Sclredrrle I.-E~lacrrileats Repealed or A~t~e~rded.)  

'Thc cntries relating to "The Bengal ( R d )  Primary Education Act, N30. the cnuics undcr rhc hd ings  
"Cooch B t h x  AcI.". "Bihar ACI" ~d "Centrid ACI"WCIC insened by s. 15(PWrhc Wcsr Bcngd P a n c l ~ u ~ ~ ~ r  
I A ~ n ~ n r l r n ~ n r l  hrr 1059 IW,-<r Urn A r r  X V  nF 19591 

Year. 

I 

1 885 

19 19 

' 1930 

Shorl tillc. 

3 

The Bcngal Local 
Self-Govcrnmcnt 
Act of 1885- 
concld. 

The BcngaI Villagc 
Sclf-Governmcnl 
Act, 1919. , 

The Bengal (Rural) 
Prirnaq Education 
Act, 1930. 

- -  No. 

2 

III- 
cor~cIrl. 

V . . 

Vn . . 

, .  

Extcnt of rcpcal or amend men^. 

4 

15. I n  sec~ion 142, for he words "local 
board or union commi~wc" he words 
"or locaI board" and for  he words 
"union committee, local board or 
dislrict board" the words "dislrict board 
or local board" shall be subnitu~ed. 

16. In section 144, for thc words "local 
authority" wherever they occur, h e  
words "district board or Iocal board" 
shall be substituled. 

17. In scclion 145, for h e  words "Evcry 
focal authoriry" ~ h c  words 'The dis~ricr 
board", and for the words "[he diskict 
or union funds rcspecdvely", h e  wards 
"lhc district fund," shall be subsuruted. 

18. In section 146, in thc first pardgraph, 
the words "or union comrnir~ee" and, in 
rhc two places where [hey occur, [he 
words "or cornmiucc" shall bc repcalcd 
and h e  word "or" shall bc inscrted alter 
thc words "district board". 

The whole shall be repealed. 

1. In secljon 2,- 
( I )  before clausc ( I )  h c  following 

clauseshall bcinser~cd, nmcly :- 
'(a I ) "Ancl~al Parrcliqat " means 

an A~lclrnl Pancl~apar 
constituled under [he West 
Bengal Panchayat Act, 
1957;'; 

(2) after clause (9) ,  the following 
clausc shall bcinser~ed, namely:- 
'(94 "Grartr Patlcliayar" mcans 

a G ~ U I I I  Pariclrayar con- 
stituted under [he West 
Bengal Pat~chayar Act, 
1957;'; 
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(Sclredrrle 

Ycx. 

I 

1930 

I.-Ertacrt~ieeu Repealed or Atrlerlded) 

. . Shorr tillc. 

3 

The Bengal (Rural) 
PrimaryEducarion 
Act. 193D-conrd. 

"Tax for primary 
cducat ion. 

No. 

2 

VII- 
co~rrrl. 

Exlenr of rcpcal or amendmen~. 

4 

(3) in clausc (16), For thc words "or a - 

Patichayar" the words ", a 
Parrchayar. a Cranz Parrchayar or 
an A~icfial Parzclrajat" shall bc 
subs[ilulcd. 

2. In clausc (g) of secuon 6, for the words 
"and Parlcfrayats wirhin  hes subdivision" 
 lie words ", Patzcfra~a~s  and Atrcl~al 
Prrt~cfrujuts wirhin tllc subdivision" shall 
bc suhsliturcd. 

3. In sec~ion  7. Tor the words "and 
Poticl~oyuts", in the two places wherc 
they occur. ~ h c  words ", Pt~rrcl~u~nrs and 
A~iclral Parrcha~ats"sha1l be subsd~u~cd. 

4. In scclion 2% 
(I) in su b-section (I),- 

( i )  in clause (c), for !he words 
"or Ponchnyut" ~ h c  words 
", P a r ~ c h a y a r  or Gralll 
Parrcfza~~ar" shall be 
substiluted; 

( i i )  in clausc (f), Tor 11ic words 
"and Paach(~juts" the words 
", Panclrayats, Gmt i i  
Parzcllayars and Arrchul 
Panchayats" sllall  be 
subsrituted; 

(2) i n  sub-sccrion (21, for the words "or 
Purrcl~ojaf' [he words ", Pariclrqar 
or Grarrr Patlclrayar" shall be 
substi!utcd. 

5 .  For scclion 34, the following scction 
shall be substirured:- 

34. ( 1 )  Thc District Magisrrate or one of 
his subordinate orficcrs shall from 
ti~netotimeexamine~hcassessnicnt 
lislprcpared undcr sccdon 16 of h e  
Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, and 
xhnll r n n c i r l ~ r ~ h ~  n c ~ r c ~ r n r n t r n ~ d e  
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(Schcd~rle I . -E~~ucr tr~~~rtr  Repealed ur- Atnended.) 

\VWI Ben. 
#\c\ to1 
1957. 

Extent of rcpcal or amendment. 
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undcr secdon 38 of (he Bcngal 
Village ScIf-Governmenl Act. 
19 19. and undcr clause (a) of sub- 
scclion ( I )  ofseclion 57 of rhc Wcsl 
Bengal Poncbayar Act. 1957, and, 
alrcr such inquiry as hc considers 
necessary, shall preparc n list of  all 
pcrson assesscd to pay the 
chaukidari ratc or the union ratc or 
the Par~chqar tax, as the case may 
be, who, in his opinion havc bccn 
so asscsscd wholly or in pan in 
rcspecl oi  thcir circun~srances 
xising our of [heir mdc, profession, 
ernployrncnl, vocalion or calling. 

(2) Thc Disticl Mngislralc shall assess 
a tax on cach-of such pcrsons not 
cxceeding onc hundred rupees per 
QIIII11111. 

(3) The amount of lax  so assesscd shall 
bl: communicated to ~ h c  Union 
Board, Patrch~iyat or A t l c h f l l  

Panchaya~ concerned, and ihc 
Union Board, Prr~~chajat or Atichal 
Patrchu~~ur shall collecl and shall 
havc power lo collcct thc tax in [be 
same manner as the union rale or 
~hcchauhdari ralcor the Patrcl~a~at 
IDX: 

Providcd that the period within 
which the lax may bccollec~edshall 
be lllrcc years from rhc date on 
which the [ax becomcs due. 

(4) 'Any arrcar o€ !he said tax may be 
recovered by any proccss 

. enforccnble for ~ h c  recovery of an 
m c a r  of union rate or chaukidari 
rale or Panciza~ur tax. 

(5) The Union Board, Putrcl~a~ar or 
At~clral Parichajut shall remit the 
amount of  tax realised undcr this 
scction 10 lhc Dislrict Magistrate 
afierdcducting bnpercetil. lhereof 
to defray thc cosl of collection: 

Ycar. : 

I 

1930 

No. 

2 

VII- 
cotr~d. 

Sbon ritle. 

3 

'rile Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Educatiorl 
Acr, 1930-cm~i~d. 



T11e Wesr Berrgnl Pancha yat Acr. 19j7. 

[West Den. Act 

(Scfredrrle 1.-Erracrri~erirs Repcalcd orv Arrrerrded.) 

. . . . .  . . .  . . - .  - - - .  . 
. . .  , . .  

. -  . 
Ben. Act Vl 
or 1870. .. . ,. 

Bcn , Acl V . . 

or 1919. 

Ycar. 

1 

1930 

Shon ride. 

3 

Thc Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education 
A d ,  1930-co11rd. 

No. 

2 

VII- 
cot~td. 

Extcnt or rcpcal or amcndmcnl. 

4 

Provided that the Union Board, 
Parjcfmyn~ or Attchnl Parrclroyar 
shall inaddiljon becntidcd roclaim 
and rclain tcn per cctrr. of thc [oral 
collecuon made by ir during any 
financial ycar our or thc laxcs 
assessed under subseclion (2) for 
that financial year, i f  such toral 
collcclion m o u n ~  roalleasreighty 
per cenr, of !he aggregate of  the 
raxes asscsscd lor lhar financial 
year under [ha[ subseclion. 

(6) Thc procccds or rhc said lax in 
each distric~ shall be paid by thc 
DistricrMagistntcinto IhcDjsujcr 
Primary Educarioon Fund OF such 
district. 

fip1anariorr.-In [his secr ion 
"hrrcl~ayat lax" means- 
( a )  the tax assessed under  

clausc (a) of sub-secdon ( I )  
of section 57 of [he West 
Bengal Prrrrcl~njot Act, 1957, 
or 

(b) until any lax is so usscssed, 
the chaukidari rale or the 
union rare assessed undcr I hc 
Villagc Chnukidari Act, 
1870, or rhe 0engal Villagc 
Self-Governmen1 Act, 19 19. 
and conrjnuing in force under 
the proviso 10 sub-seclion (1 ) 
of scc~ion 4 of [he West 
Bcngal Pal~chnyor Act, 
1957.". 

6 .  ln the heading OF Chapter VLU, for the 
words "and P ~ t ~ c l ~ a ~ a r s "  [he words 
", Patrchoyars, Gram Parrchoyars and 
At~cllal Pu~rclroyars"shalI besubslituted. 

7 .  In section 5 1 ,  For the words "or 
Pa~lcl~ayaa". in thc two placcs where 
they occur, the words ", Par~cf~ayu~s,  
Granr Panclrayats or A~rchul 
Pflttckayurs" shall be substiwted. 
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I of 1957.1 

(Schedrrle I.-Eliacr~iiarts Repealed or A~rrended.) 

The Bcngal (Rural) 
Primary Education 
Act, 1930-corrtd 

Couch Behar Aci. 

Exten[ of repeal or amendment. Ycar. 

Cooch Behar Villase 
Chowkidary Act, 
1893. 

The Bihw Panchayai 
Raj Ac I. 1947. 

No. 

8. In scclion 53- 
(1) oftcr the words "Bengal Villagc Ben Act V 

Scli-Government Act, 1919" thc l9l9. 

words "or in sub-secuon (4) of 
sccrion 1 1 or section 30 of lhc Wcsl \%Ben. 

Acrlof Bcngal Parrcl~ayar Act. 1957" shall 1457, 
be inscrled; 

(2) afler lhe words "cvery Union 
Board", rhc words ", Grarrr 
Patlchajul or At~ci~ul Parrchcqat" 
shall bc inscrkd. 

Short iirle. 

9. In  sections 56, 60, 60A and 6 1, for the 
words "or Pat~cfr~~~ur", wtlcrevcr h e y  
occur, h e  words ", Punchayat or Grarrr 
Purjcliayar" shall bc subsrilutcd. 

(a) in clause * ( I  ), dter the words "lhc 
Union B o d "  Ihz words ", Grarrr 
Parlcllaya~ or A nc11ul Parichojar" 
shall be inserted; 

(b) in clausc (z5), for the words 
"and Partclrapats" thc words ". Po~~dajlors. Grarrr Pancl~uyars 
and A~lchal Pa~rcl~a~~afs" shall bc 
substituted. 

The whole shall be repealed. 

The whole shall be rcpcaied. 



No. 

The \Vest Betrgal Panchayat Act,, 1957. 

[Wkl  Den. Act 

(Schedrrle I.--Et~aclr~rerr~s Repealed or Aa~ettded.) 

Thc Callle-uespss 
,Act, 1871. 

.In seclion 32 as subs[itu~cd by section 3 of 
thc Cat~le-trespass (Bengal Amcndrnenl) 
Act, 1947 (Bcn. Act IV of 1947).- 
( 1 )  In sub-section (I),-- 

(a) after thc figure "1919" thc 
following words shall bc inserled, 
n-amc1y:- 
"or '[a Pradlrntl of an Anclral 
PancIiuyat] constiluted undcr [he 
Wesi Bengal Punclroyar Act, 
1957,"; 

(b) aficr thc words "Union Boardmihe 
words "or = [ A ~ l c l ~ a l  Pnnclrajat]" 
shall be inserted; 

(c) in ~ h c  proviso,- 
(i) for the words "or Presiden~". 

in lhc two places wherc 11iey 
occur, lhc words ", President 
or '[Pradlran]" shall be 
subsli tuled; 

(ii) afler [he words "Union 
Board". the words "or the 
JIUpa-Prodhat~ of such 
Ancflal Poncliayar]"shall be 
inserted; 

(2) in  sub-section (21,- 
(a) for h e  words "or Presidenl"  he 

words ", Prcsidenl or SIPradl~at~]" 
shall be subsliwlcd: 

(b) for Lhc words "or Vice-Prcsidenl" 
[he words ", Vice-President or 
6 [  Upa-  Pradhan]" shall be 
substilutcd; 

(c )  for Ihe words "or the Presiden~", 
he words ", ihc President or ~ h c  
'[Prudl;w]" shall bc substiruted. 

- - 

'Subs~irured for rhe words "nn Adl~ynhh~rhrr o f  a Gmm Por~clr~jut" by s. 2(10)(l)(i) of the \Vest Bcngal 
I'clr~c!lcl~ut and Zillfr Pdrislmd~ (Arnendmenl) Acl. 1965 (Wcs~ Bcn. Acl XXVIl  a I  1465). 

-Subsri~urcd for !hc words "Grttnl Panc11a)ud' by s. 2(10)(l)(ii), ibid. 
'Subsritured for the words "Adlr~ak~lra" by s .  2[10)(l)(iii)(a). ihill. 
'Substituted for the words " ~ ] ~ o d ! u u  of such Grnnr Parrchrrju~" by s. 2(lO)(l)(iii)(b). i b r .  
'Subsritutcd for thc words "Adl~yaAsrlra" by s. ?(IO)[2)(i), ibid. 
"Subsri~urcd for thc words "Upadlry~hlra" by s. 2( 10)(7-)(ii), ibid. 



The West Bengal Panchuyat Act, 1957. 

(Scl~edrtle II.-Ofelzce ro be reporfed by a Ch~wkidar o~rd  rr 
Dafadar.-Sched~rle Ill.-O#et~ces triable by a Naya Panchaya~.) 

SCHEDULE 11. 

Offcnce to be reportcd by a chowkidor and a dafadar. 

(See scc~ion 53.) 

Murder, culpablc homicide, npe (when rhc offcnder is not the husband 
of the woman rapcd), dacoiry. robbery, heft, mischief by fire, house- 
breaking, counlerfciting currcncy notes, coins or stamps, possessing 
inslrumenrs or malerials far 111c purposcs of such counterfcjting, causing 
grievous hurr. riot, administering slupedfying drugs, kidnapping, 
personaling public servanb. rnanuiacturinz, selling or possessing arms 
wilhout o license and going armed without a license, and all attempls, 
prcparalions and conspiracies lo commit, and abelments of, thc said 
oifcnccs. 

SCHEDULE 111. 

Offences Triable by a Njaja Pasclrayat. 

(See seclions 70 and 7 1 .) 

Part A. 

1of lS71. 1. Offenccs undcr seclions 26 and 27 of thc Cartle-trespass Act. 
1871. 

ACI XLV of , 2. Offences under enactments (other than lhc Indian Pcnd Code 
3860. and h i s  Act) or any rules or by-laws made thereunder which arc punishable 

with fine only up to a limit of ~wenly-fivc rupees. 

V of luh l .  3. Offcnces under seclion 34 of the Police Act, 186 1 .  

Bcn. A a  I 4. Offenccs undcr h e  Bengal Ferrics ACI, 1885, except h o s t  under 
UT 1855. scctions 28 and 30. 

5.  OTfenccs undcr the following sections or the Indian Penal Codc, 
namely:-seclions 160,269,277,289,290,294,323,334,341,352,358, 
426, 447, 448, 504 and 5 I0 and when thc value of the propcrly in the 
opinion of rhc N y q a  Patrclrayar is not ovcr twenly rupees, scctions 379 
and 411. 

Offences undcr h e  folIowing secuons of the Indian Penal Code, 
namc1y:-sections 283,328,430,43 1,506 and 509; and whcn thc value 
of rhe propemy i n  [he opinion nf the Magistrate is not aver twenty rupees, 
scction 403. 




