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0 
West Bengal Act XXXII of 1957' 
THE WEST BENGAL GAMBLING AND 

PRIZE COMPETITIONS ACT, 1957. 

W e s ~  Ben. Act Jl  of 1973. 
AMENDED . . Wesl Ben. Act XLIV of 1978. 

Wesr Ben. Act V of 1979. 

112th March, 1958.1 

Ax1 Act ro cor~solidate arid anrerrd /Ire low, relari~rg ro the prevenlio~l 
oJ golllblirlg attd to provide for the c~titrol axrd reglrlariotr of prize 
co~r~peti~ions. 

WHERWS j l  is expedient to consolidalc and amend the law relating lo 
the prevcn~ion of gambling and ro provide for he control and regulation 
of prize compeWms; 

11 is hcrcby cnacred in  the Eighh Yea of hc Rcpubljc of India, by 
the LcgisIa~urc of West Bengal. as follows:- 

CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary. 

1. (I) This ACL may be callcd the Wcst Bcngal Gambling and Prize Shod tirIe, 

Competidons Act, 1957. cnrent and mmmenrx- 
mnt. 

(2) It exlcnds ro Ihc whole of West Bengal. 

(3) This scction shall come inlo forcc a( once and h e  remaining 
provisions of this Act, in whole or in part. shall come into lforce in such 
area and on such dates as the Slate Govcrnmcnt may, by notification in 
the Oficial,Gazette, appoint and for his purpose differ en^ dales may bc 
appointed lor different provisions of this Act and for different areas. 

CHAPTER II. 

Prevention of Gambling. 

2. ( 1 )  In this chapter unless the contexl otlierwjse requires:- k f  ni~iow. 

'For lhc S ~ ~ ~ c r n c n l  oFObjects and Resons. see h c  Calcuffa Gruarc. Erljlruordinrrry ddcd 
Ihc I l n d  November, 1957, Pan IVA, page 5553; for p-dmgofthe'rvut Bmpl Lrgklanw 
Assembly.see thepmceedinpoi1hcmcztingol1h3t&sembIykld on h a n d  IlrhDecemlxr. 
1957; and lor pmcccdings of 1hc1Vest Bengal Legislmivc Council,see t h e p m d i n g s  ofhc 
meting oithal Council held on Ihc 171h Deccrnbtr. 1957. 

'Enforcemeor with eITect irnm the IZih March, 1958- 
(n) olChap~cr 11 of  lhc Act, cxfcpr s c ~ b o n  10, in so Iarx [hat seciion rclatcs 10 birds, 

see notificalion No. 906 PI.. dated 12.3.58, published in the CnlcutM Gazerfe, 
E X 1 ~ 0 r d i r l n ~  of 1958. Pm 1. p3gC 959. 

(b) ofCtmprer Uloitk Act..ccc noriliation No. 910 PI., dnlcd 12,3,S8. published in the 
Calcufru Cu:crle, Errraordinnryof 1958. PM I. pagc %I. 
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(a) "common gaming house" mcans any house, room, lent, 
walled enclosure, space. vehicle, vcssel or any place 
whalsoevcr, in which any ins~runienr of gaming is kept or 
used for [he protit or gain of the person owning, occupying, 
using or kccping such house, room, tent, enclosure, space, 
vchicle, vcssel or place, whzthcr by way of  charge Cor the use 
of such house, room, tent, cnclosure, space, vchiclc, vessel, 
placc or inslrumcnt or olhenvise howsoever; 

' (b )  "gaming or gambling" includes wagcring or beuing except 
wagering or betting upon a horse-race, when such wagcring 
or b c ~ i n g  takes place- 

(i) in accordance wirh the terms and conditions ofa licence 
granted by the Slate Govcnimen~ under [his ACI, 

(ii) on ~b day on which thc race is 10 bc run, 
( ~ i i )  in an cnclosure which [he liccnscc or the race course, 

on which [he racc is to bc run, has set apart for [he 
purposc under thc Lerms of  liccnse grantcd under 
secrjon 2C. in rcspcct of such racc coursc, or in any 
orhcr plncc approved by the Statc Governmcnl in [his 
behaIf, 

(iv) with a liccnsed bo~k-m Acr or by means of a tolalisator 
as dcfined in sectiun I4 of thc Bcngal Amusements I3en.Acr V ! 

Tax Act, 1922, or 1922. 

but does not include a loltery or games of cards like Bridge, 
Pokcr, Rummcy or Nap; 

(c) "instrument oigarning" includes any arlicle used or jnlended 
ro be used as a mcms or appurlcnance of, or for thc purp~sc 
O F  carrying on or racilitaling gaming; . 

(d) "magistrate" mcans a Presidency Magislratc or a Mogisuntc 
of rhc Firn Class; 

(c) "money" includes a chcquc or  any other negoiiable 
inslru~ncnt, n pos~nl order or a money ordcr; 

(0 "police officer" means any rncmber of the Police force and 
includes Ihe Cornmissioncr of Police, Calcurra; 

(g) "prescribed" m'eans prescribed by rulcs madc undcr [his 
chapter; 

(h) "prinlirlg" includes wri~ing or other modcs of representing 
or reproducing words, letters or Lgures in a visible form. 

(2) For thc purpose of this chapler all scarchcs made under rhc 
provisions of [his chapter shall: be conducfed i n  accordance wirh ihc 
pmuisions of thc Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. A C ~  v or 

tS9R. 
'Clause (b) lva~ substi~ured lor rhz original clausc by s, 2 of ~ h c  Wcs~ Bcngal Gambl~ng 



'2A. No racing club or lhc owner, lessce or occupier of any race- 
course shall conducl or control horse-racing or pony-racing without a 
liccnse granlcd in [his behalf. 

l2D. The owner, lcssce or occupicr o l  any race-course may apply to 
thc Statc Governmcnl for a license For horse-racing or pony-racing on 
such rxc -COU~SC.  

'2C. ( I )  On an application made undcr scction 2B. thc State 
Government may granl liccnse subjccl ro such conditions and for such 
period as i t  think l i ~  or may refusc 10 grant n license. 

(2) The cnndilions subjccr to which a licensc may be granted may 
provide for- 

(a) [lie payment of such licensc fcc as may he prescribed, 
(b) the amounl of slakes which may be allaltcd for different 

kinds ol  horses or ponics, 
(c) ~ h c  measures to be laken for ~ h c  training of pcrsons lo 

becomc Jockcys, 
(d) such other mn! ten. whethcr direcrly or indirectly connecled- 

wirh rhe horse-racing or pony-racing for which, in [he opinion 
of the S!alc Governmenr, iris necessary or expedient lo makc 
provisions in the liccnsc. 

(3) Tile State Govcrnment may nr any dme cancel any license gn111cd 
undcr this secrion in the event of any brcach OF h e  conditions subject to 
which it was granted. 

(4) Thc lcrms and candilions of such liccnsc shall be published in  
~ h c  OIJic;uI Gnzefte. 

(5) The Sratc Govcmment may by such license authorise rhc liccnsec 
to grant, subjcc~ to such condiuons as shall bc specified by ~ h c  State 
Governmenr in such liccnsc, a license to any book-maker to carry on his 
busincss or vocation or lo act s a book-maker or turi commission agent 
in respect of horsc-races or pony-raccs held on a racc course. The license 
to tlle book-makcr may be granlcd for such period as h e  licenscc may 
think f ir;  bur in no cnse it shall cxcced the period of license granlcd lo 
the licenscc by [he State Govcmrnenl. 

l2D. ( I) If any pcrson or association of persons LO whom a license 
has been granted under section 2C conlravencs any of the provisions 
subjccl lo which such Iiccnsc was granted, such person or association of 
persons shall be punishable wilh fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupecs. 

f lorn- 
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'Sec~io~ls ?A to 1D wcrc inserted by s. 3 or thc Wcsl Bcngat Gambling and R i x  
Compiiiions (Amndlrent)Act, 1979 (\VcnBco.Acr V 01 1979). 
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(2)  IT any hook-makcr lo whom a liccnse has been granled by a 
licensec in pursuance or rhc provisions of sub-section (5) of section 2C 
contravencs any of  the condiiions subjcct 10 which such license was 

granled, he shnlI bc punishable with fine which may extend lo one 
~housand rupees. 

3. Whoever, being [he owner or occupier or having [hc usc of any 
housc, room, rcnt, wallcd enclosure, spacc. vchiclc, vessel or any place 
whatsoever, opens, keeps, or uses thc same as a common gaming house; 

and whocvcr, being the owner or occupjcr of any such house, room, 
lenl, walled enclosure, spacc, vchiclc, vessel or placc as aiorcsaid, 
knawingly or wilfully permirs [he sarnc ro bc opened, occupied, used or 
kept by any othcr pcrson as a common gaming housc; 

and whoever has the care or inanagement of, or in any manncr assists 
in conducling thc busincss of any house, room, k r ~ t ,  walled enclosure, 
space, vehicle, vessel or place as aforesaid opened, occupied, used or 
kcpl for lhc pUrpDSt  aforesaid; 

and whocvcr advances or furnishes moncy for the purpose of gaming 
with persons frequendng such house, room, tent, wallcd cncIosure, space, 
vehicle, vessel or place as aforciaid; 

shall be punishablc on conviction, with fine '[with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term rvhich may extend ro hree years bul shalt not 
bc lcss than six months and with fine which may cxtcnd to two ~housand 
rupees]. 

4. Whoever is found in any house, room, tcnt. wallcd cnclosure, 
spacc, vehicle. vcssel or any place refemcd to in section 3 playing or 
gaming with cards, dice, counlcrs, money or olherinsuumenls olgaming, 
or i s  found rhere presenr for rhc purpose of gaming, whether playing for 
any moncy, wager, stakc or otherwise, shall be punishablc, on conviction, 
with fine =[with rigorous in~prisonmcnl for a Lerm which may exlend to 
three ycars but shall not be lcss ~ h a n  three monlhs and wirh Iinc rvhich 
may extend 10 five hundred rupees]; 

and any person found in  any common gaming housc during any 
gaming or playing rhcrcin shall bc pmurned, until h e  conlrary be proved, 
to have hcen [here ror  he purposes of gaming. 

'Thc wvords within the squm bncktts wcn:subs~i~uled rorthc words "nolexceeding five 
hundrcd rupccs orrvilh imprisonment Tor2 tern nolcxcccding ~hrcc nionih~ or with both" by 
s. 2 of the IVesi B c n ~ d  Gmbling m d  Prim Comptilions (Amendment) Act, 1978 (West 
Bcn. Act XLIV 01 1978). 

-The words within thc squarc bnclicrs wcre subsriiutrd for rhe words "not excading 
two hundrcd ruprcs or with imprisonment Cor a rcrni not exceeding one momh or with . - . , . I  
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5. (1) Itsl~allbclaw~ulioranypoliccofficcrnotbclowrhcr~nkof Powerto 
'; 

Sub-Inspecrur, laulharised by the Slatc Govcrnmenl in thin bchalf by ~~~~~~~ 
general or spcciul ordcr in wiling. 10 cnrcr, if ncccssary, by force, with p h c t r o  

such assistance as lle considers necessary, by night or by day, any house, :grd 
rmm, tcnt, walled enclosure, space, vchicle. vcsscl or place referred to 
in scc~ion 4, which he has reason to suspect, is being used as a common 
gaming house, and may take into custody all persons whom he finds 
therein, whcrlicr or not such persons may be then aclually gaming; 

and may sseizcall inslrurnenrs of gaming, and all moneysand securities 
for money, and arlicles of valuc, reasonably suspected to havc becn used 
or in~ended lo be used for thc purposc of gaming, which are found therein; 

and may search all parls of the house, room, tent, walled enclosurc, 
space, vehicle, vessel or place which he shall have so enrered, when hc 
has reason to believe that any instruments of gaming are concealed 
therein, and also rhc pcrsons of thosc. whom hc so takcs into custody; 

- and may scizc and rake possession of all insrrumcnrs of gaming found 
' upon such search. 

. (2) All pcrsons taken inlo custody under sub-section ( I )  shall be 
produced before [he nearest magistrate wirhin a period of twenty-[our 
hours of taking into custody excluding the lime necessary for the journey 
from [he place of laking inlo custody to [he courl of [he magistrate. 

6.  When any cards, dicc, gaming-lablc, cloth, boards or olher 
ins~rumcnw of gaming arc found i n  any housc, room, Len[, walled 
enclosurc, space, vellide, vessel or any place wharsoever, entered or 

: searched under sec~ion 5 or aboul h e  person of-any of those who are 
' found [herein, i~ shall be evidence, until the contrary be proved. ha[  
! - such horse, room, [en[, ,walled enclosurc, spacc, vehicle, vcssel or placc 

is uscd as a common gaming house and [ha1 the persons found rhercin 
wcrc prcscnr thcrc for thc purpose of gaming, nllhough no gaming or 
playing was acrually seen by [he police officers. 

Ending 
cards, clc., in 
swp~.ctcd 
houscs to be 
eviddnct I ha1 
rhcy an: 
c o m n  
gaming 
housc. 

7. If nny person found in any common gaming house enlered by P C ~ A I ~  lor 

any police oficer under sccdon 5 upon being arresled by such police ~ ~ ~ f i ~ x  
f i c e r  or upon being brought before any magisrrale, refuses or neglects d d ~ s .  
to give his name and address or gives any fahe name or address on being 
so required by-any such rnagislrale or police pfficer, 

he-shall, on conviction, be liable lo imprisonmenl for a term nol 
exceeding one month or to fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or 
with both, rogelher with such costs as to the convicling magiswale may 
appcar reasonable, and in  defaull oF payment of fine, if any, also to 
imprisonn~ent for a term nor exceeding one month. 

'For norificarion aurhorising e w r y  policc oficcr of or above [he m k  of  Sub-lnsprcror 
of Policc fn cxcrcisc all the powcrs spccificd in x c i i o n  5(1) of  [he Act, sce notifica~ion 

No. 5692ePljtn-A-16159, darcd 17.12.60, published in thc Calurrrra Go~erte d 1960, 
Pan I, p q r  4031. 
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8. 011 convicrion OF any pcrson for keeping or using any common 
gaming house. or being present therein for thc purpose of gaming, the 
convicting magiskite may order all the ins[rumcnls of gaming round 
~hcrein to bc destroyed, and may also order all or any of the securities for 
moncy. and olhcr articlcs scizcd, not being insmurnenls of gaming, to bc 
sold and convened into money, and ~111: proccds thereof with all moneys 
sciecd rhcrein I D  be forfeited; or in I~is discrclion, may order any part 
[hereof ID be returned to the persons appearing to have been severalIy 
rhcreinlo enlit led; 

he may also order that a portion not exceeding one-fourth of any fine 
levied under s e c ~ o n  3 or section 4 or any porlion ofthe moneys or proceeds 
of anicles seized and ordered to bc forrcitcd under [his section, shall be 
paid as reward lo any pcrson, whosc information and assistance had 
conlribured to [he detecrion of the offence and scizurc of  [he moneys and 
ar~clcs nforcsaid. 

9. 11 shall  no^ be necessary, in order to convicl any pcrson or kccping 
a common gaming housc, or of bcing concerned in the management of 
any common gaming house, to prove ha1 any pcrson found playing herein 
at any game was playing for any moncy, wager or slakcr. 

'10. A police officer may arrest withoul warrant any pcrson found 
in any public market, fair, street or ~horoughfarc or any plocc to which 
thc public have or are permitted to have access, gaming with cards, dice, 
counters, moncy or olhcr inslruments of gaming, 

or any person, setting, for the purpose of gaming, any birds or animals 
lo fight in any public market,. fair, street or thoroughfare or any placc to 
which thc public havc or 'uc pcrmittcd to have access, 
' or any pcrson thcrc prcscnt, aiding and abetting such public fighling 

of birds and aminals. 
Such person, when arresled, shall be produccd bciorc the nearest 

magistrate within a period of ~wenty-Four hours of such m e s l  excluding 
thc [imc ncccssary for fit journcy horn the place of mest to [he courl of 
~ h c  magisua~c and upon conviction shall be punishable wilh fine not 
exceeding two hundred rupccs or with imprisonment for a lerm not 
exceeding one rnonlh or with both, 

and such police oficer may seize all instrumcnls of gaming and all 
moneys and securjries far money, and all birds and animals found and 
reasonably suspec~ed lo be used for h e  purpose of gaming in such public 
markel, fair, slreet. thoroughfare or place or on h e  person of hose whom 
he shall so arresr, and lhc mngistratc may, on conviction of [he orender, 
order such instruments to be fonhwid~ dzsuoycd and such birds and 
animals lo be sold and the proceeds thereof with alI  moneys seized 
herehorn to bc forrcircd. 

'Section 10 w x  subs~i~u~ed for thc origind scction by s. 2 ofihe Wesr Bcngnl Ganlbling 
..A ~ - ~ , ~ ~ r ; l : ~ ~ ~  I A . ~ ~ ~ A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  A - P  vn-17 I I I ~ F ~  n..n . I F ,  IT -r ID- I~I  
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(Clrap~er II.-Preverrtioti of Gnniblitrg.-Sectioru I / - I d . )  

11. A policc officcr may arrcst wirhoul warrant any pcrson who 
prints, publishes, sells, dis~ribules or in any manner circulares any 
newspaper, news-sheet or other document or any news or informarion 
wilh the intenlion of aiding or facilita~ing gaming; 

and any policc officer may cntcr and scarch any place for thc purposc 
of seizing, and may scizc all things reasonably suspcc~cd 1'0 bc uscd or ro 
be intended to bc uscd for [he purpose arorcsaid. 

All persons takcn in cusrody as aforesaid shall bc produccd bciorc 
the nearesl magistrale wilhin a pcriod of rwenty-hours of such arrest 
excluding rhc tirnc necessary for h e  journey from the place of mesL to 
the court of rhc magismrc. 

Each of al l  such pcrsons shall bc punishablc, on convicrion, wirh 
fine not exceeding two hundrcd mpccs or with imprisonment for a [ e m  
not exceeding onc month or wilh bolh. 

12. Nothing in this chapter shall apply ro any game of mere skill 
whcrcvcr playcd: 

Provided hat  when such game is played in a public markel, fair, 
carni\ral or street or in any place where the public may havc acccss, a 
permit fronl the Con~nlissioner of Police, in Calculta or the Dislricr 
Magislrarc or the Sub-divisional Magistrate elsewhere, shall be obtained 
firsl, by !he organiser thereof, or payment of such fee as may be prescrihd. 

Any pcrson conrravening the provisions of this section shall be 
punishable, on convicrion wirh fine no! exceeding one hundred rupees 
or with irnprisonmcnt for a r c m  not cxcecding one month or w i ~ h  
borh. 

13. Any person who shall have been concerned in gaming lcnding 
ro, and who shall be examined as a witness before a magisvale in rcspcct 
of, the  rial of any person For a breach OF any of the provisions of lhis 
chapter and who upon such examinarion shall makc lruc and railhful 
discovery lo the b e s ~  of his knowlcdgc o l  all things as to which he shall 
be so examined, and who shall thcrcupon rcceive from h e  said rnagis~ate 
a certificate in wiring to that cficcl, shall be frced from all prosecurions 
undcr [he provisions of [his chap~er for anylhing done before tha! Bmc 
in rcspcct of such gaming. 

14. OITenccs punishablc under lhis chapler shall be triable by any 
magistsale having jurisdiction in [he place where the offence is commitled. 

BUI such magistrate shall be restrained within ihe limirs of his 
jurisdic~ion under h e  Code of Criminal Procedure as to thc amount of 
fin- nr in~nricnnmmnt hr mnv inflirt 
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(Chaprcr I i . -Pre~:e i~l i~ t~  of Gntt~b~i~~g.-Sccriati~ 15-18.- 
CJti~prer Ill.-Corr trol udld Regvlar imt of Prize 

Com~petirions.-Scctio~~ 19.) 

15. Whoever, having been convic~cd of nn offcnce punishablc undrr 
this chaplcr, shall be guilty of any such olfencc, shaIl be subject, for 
evcry such subsequent offemcc, to double thc amount of punishnlcnt with 
which he would orhcnvisc have bcen punishablc for  he sarnc, '[provided 
[hat he shall not be punishable in any case wilh rigorous jmprisonment 
For a rzrm not cxceeding rhrcc ycars and wilh fine not exceeding four 
thousand rupees.] 

16. No suit, prosecution or o~her Icgal proceeding shall lic against 
any oHicer of the Governnicnt for anyltling which is in good faith done 
or inlended ro be donc undcr this chapter. 

17. ( I )  Thc S I ~ I C  Governmen1 may, by noliiication in thc Oflcini 
Gozenc and ailcr previous publicadan, make ?rules for carrying our thc 
purposcs or this chaplec 

(2) In particular and wilhoul prejudice ro ~ h c  gencralicy of rhe 
foregoing power such rulcs may providc for any maircr which is to bc or 
may be prescribed under h i s  chapter. 

18. The following cnacunents are hercby rcpcaled:- j 
(a) Thc Bcn~al  Public Gambling Act, 1567; Ben. Act 11 

(b) The definiuons of "gaming", "insrrumcn~s of gaming" and 
of 1867. 

"common gaming house" in seclion 3, and scclions 44,45. 
46.47, 48, 49, SO. 50A and 51 of the Calcuua Police Act, Btn.hn tV 

1866; ~f 1866. 

(c) Srztionb 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 15A and 59 of [he Howrah XX[ of 
1857, , . .  Offences Act, 1857. , . 

CHAPTER III. 

Control and Regulation of Prizc Competitions. 

19. In rhis chapter, unless the conlext olherwisc requires,- 
(a) "licensing aulhoriry" mcans any olticcr oraulhoriry appoinlcd 

by the Stale G~vernmcnt, by 'norification i n  ~ h c  Oficinl 
Gazette, for the purposc of grnnling licenscs undcr rhis 
chapter; 

'Thc words wirhin thc s q u n  bmkels wcrc subsrirurcd To: rhc words 'pmvidcd ha he 
shdl not k puniskzblcin wy ~wihiinccnmdingonclhouund r u p w o r i ~ i ~ h  irnprisomwnr 
for a rcrrn encccding onc ycmor with botb by s. I of lhc Bsngd Gambling a d  Prizc 
C n n i ~ ~ i l i o n s  (Amcndmen1)Act. 197% (WwlDcn.Ac1 XLIVur 1978). 

'For rhc West Bcngd Gambling Rules, 1958. see notification No. I 173-PI., daicd Ihc 
25.3.58. published in h c  Cnkufru Gnzettr. Er~rrmrdirmq of 1958. Pan 1. pagc 1098. 

)For no~ification relaling 10 nppoinrmcn~ of ahc Dcpuly Secrelary. Hon~c (Policc) 
IIkrparlmcnL as ihc [iceruing ~ u ~ h a r i l y  h r  thc gr;mrin~ licenrcr; undrr Chnprcr 111 arihc 
Acr, se-e norificatwn ND. 1758-Pl./P&1#59, dalcd 16.4.59, published in rhr Cfllcrrftrr 
G~r;errc or 1959. Pan I. caec 1642 
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(b) "moncy" includes a chcquc or any other ncgotioble 
inslrumcnt, postal order or moncy order; 

(c) "prcscribcd" rncans prescribed by rulcs made under this 
chapter; 

(d) "prizc competition" mcans nny compelition (wherher called 
a cross-word prize compctition, a missing-word prize 
comptiition, a piclurc prize compctidon or by any othcr name 
wha~oever ,  whelhcr af a similar nalurc or nor) in which 
prizes arc ofrcrcd far [he solulion O F  any puzzle bascd upon 
[he building up, arrangement, combination or permulation, 
of lellers, words or figures. 

20. For rllc purposcs O F  lliis chapter,- ~n~crpmu-  
tlon. (a) references to printing shall bc construed as including 

rclcrcnccs lo wiring and orher nlodcs of rcpresentiq or 
reproducing lerters, words or figures in a visiblc form; and 

(b) docurncnts or other matters shall be deemed to bc distributed 
i F they are distribulcd to persons or places wjrhjn or oulsidc 
rhc area or areas in which rl~is chaplcr is i n  Force and thc 
word "distrihurion" shall bc conslrued accordingly. 

21. NO person shall promote or conduci any prize cornpelilion in Prohibilion 

which the total valuc of lhe prize or prizcs (whcther in cash or alhcnvire) ~ ~ ~ ~ i l , o n  
to bc offered in any month cxceeds one rhousand rupees or in which the whcrcthc 
numbcr of cnlries exceeds ~ w o  thousand. priu: o r r ~ ~ r l  

cxcmd~ one 
thousand 
rupccs a 
mcmlh. 

22. Subjecr lo rlte provisions OF seclion 21. n o  person shall promotc Liccnsiogoi 
nr conduc~ any prim ronlpelilion in which [he total value of ihe prize or 

::Flition 
prizes (wherhcr i n  c u h  or otherwise) ro bc offered in any month does no[ whrrrtk 
cxuccd one thousand rupecs unless he has ob~uined in t h ~ s  behalf a licence ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c x d  

docs no1 grantcd in accordance wirh the provisions oi this chaprer and thc rutes , , ~ o , ,  
made ~hereundcr. 

23. ( 1 )  Evcry person desiring to obtain a liccncc rcrerred to in Liccncwfor 
rec~ion 22 sl~nll makc an upplicshon in wiling la the licensing authority 

~ ~ ~ F t i u a n s ,  
in such rorm and manner as may be prescribed. 

(2) On (be rcceipl of such :~pplication, thc licensing au thoriry, arler 
~naking such inquiry as i t  considers ncccssary, shalI, by ordcr in writing, 
eihcr grant thc licence applied for or rcruse to gram Lhc Iiccnce. 

(3) Whcrc the licensing authoriry rcfuses 10 grant a liccncc it shall 
record a bricf slatemen1 of ~ h c  reasons for such refusal and furnish a 
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(4) Thc fccs on payment ofwhich, b e  period for which, the condilions 
subjecl to which, and the form in which, a liccncc may be granted shall 
be such as may bc prcscribed. 

Pro111orr.a 24. Every person who promotcs or conducu a prize competition in 
orprizc: 
voltl,rlilions accordance wjlh [he provisions of this cl~aptzr and the rulcs made 
10 krrp rhcreunder shall keep accounls relating lo such compedtion and submit 
accoun~sand 
sub,lillhc LO [he licensing authority a stalemen1 of accounls in stlch form and at 
sane 10 rhc such inlcrvals as mny bc prescribed. 
l i ~ ~ n s i n g  
au~hori~y. 

P n w r  10 25. ( I )  Thc licensing authority may, aftcr giving the holder or any 
'al~ccl or 
susplnd liccnct: 3 rcasonablc oppqrlunity of being heard, cancel or suspcnd thc 
Iiccnws. licence on any onc or mare of the following grounds, nnmcly:- 

(a) that thcrc has bcen a breach of any of the condi~ions subject 
lo which h e  licence was grantcd; 

(b) that the holder of the [iccncc has contravcncd any of the 
provisions of section 24. 

(2) Whenever a liccncc is cancelled or suspended thc liccnsing 
aurlloriry shall record a bricls~atcrncnt of the reasons for such cancellation 
or suspension and Furnish a capy lhcreoC to the person whose liccnce 
has been cancelled or suspcndcd. 

PcnaIly rar 26. If any person promoles or conducrs any prize competition in 
pru~uoring or 
cunlluL:lins con~ravcnrion of the provisions of sccrion 21 or section 22, he shall on 
mypnzc conviclion be punishable with imprisonmenl for a term which may cx~end 
colnp.~irion 
in colun- to three montlls, or w i ~ h  fine which may extend l o  one ~housmd rupees. 
rrnrionnr or with both. 
rlw 
provisions or 
scctio~ls 11 
2nd I ? .  

k ~ ~ d i y  for 27. if any person liablc under secrion 24 lo keep accounls or lo 
r;\ilurc lo 
kCS,,md submit statemenrs of accounrs fnils to keep accounls or lo submit 
sub~~iir starcmcnrs of accnunls as rcquired by [hat section or kccps accounls or 
xcoun1s. submils slatcmcnls of nccounls which are false and which he either 

knows or believes to be false or does not bclicvc lo be true, he shall, on 
convic~ion be punishable with imprison men^ for a term which may 
extend to onc month, or wilIi line which may extend to five hundrcd 
rupees, ur with bolh, bui nothing contained i n  this scction shall aFfefect 
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28. IF any person with n vicw to rhc promo~ion or conduct of any 
prize compctilion cxccpl in nccordance wilh the provisions of a licence 
under tliis chapter or in conrravention of [he provisions of [his chapter 
or in connection with any prize competition promoted or conducled except 
in accordance with such provisions- 

(a) prints or publishcs any licke!, coupon, or othcr docurncnr 
for use in the prizc compcliiion; or 

(b) sclls or distributes or offcrs or advcrlises ior sale or 
dislribu~ion, or has in his possession for the purpose of sale 
or distribution any ticket, coupon or other document for use 
in rhc prize compctilion; or 

(c) prints, publishes or distribures, or has in his possession for 
the purpose of publicalion or dislri bution, 

(i) any advcrliscmcnt of thc prize compctilion, or 
(ii) any list (wllclhcr complc~c or not) or prizc ivinncrs in 

the prize competirion, or 
(iii) any such rnalter descriptive of, or othenvise relating 

ro. the prize competition as is calculaled to act as an 
inducement 10 persons ro pnrlicipale in  that prize 
con~perition or any orher prize competition; or 

(dl brings, or invites any person to send, inlo the area or areas 
in which [his chaprer is in force, for the purpose of sale or 
disrriburion, any ticket, coupon or orher document for use 
in, or any advenisemenr OF, rhe prize competi~ion; or 

(c) sends, or attempls to scnd, out 01 ~ h c  mca or arcas in which 
this chaprer is in  force, any nloncy or valuable [ l ing received 
in respccr of the sale or disrriburion of any ricker, coupon or 
other documenr for use in [he prize comperirion; or 

( f )  uses any premises, or causes or knowingIy permils any 
premises ro be used, For purposes connected with the 
promolion or conducr or h e  prize comped~ion; or 

(g) causcs or procures or auernpls 10 procure any person to do 
any of the abovementioned acls, 

hc shall on convictian bc punishable with imprisonment for a lcrm which 
may extcnd to thrcc manlhs, or  with Iinc which may exrend lo five 
hundred rupccs. or with both. 

29. (I) If any pcrson guilty uT any oFfcncc undcr h i s  chap~cr is a 
company, every person who, at thc limc thc orCcncc was comrnilted was 
in cliarge of, and was responsible lo Ihc company, as wcll as Lhe company, 
shall be dccmed to be guilty of [hat orfcncc and shall be liable lo be 

I ,  . , . I  - I I 1' 1 

Pcnaliy for 
olher 
offcncrs in 
conncclion 
withprize 
co~npcri- 
uons. 

Offcncm by 
Corpon- 
lions. 
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Provided that nothing crlntaincd in this sub-scclion shall rendcr any 
such person Iiable lo any punishment providcd in [his chaptcr i f  he proves 
thar thc offcncc was commil~zd wi~tiou t his linowIedgz w thrrr hc cxercisd 
all due diligence to prevcnr the commission of such offcncc. 

(2) Nuiwiths~aoding anything conlnined in sub-section (1). where 
an offence under this chaplcr has bcen comnlirred with lhc consenl or 
connivance 01 or i s  altriburablc to gross neglect on the par1 of any 
dircclor, manager. s c c r e l q  or othcr officer of the company, such director, 
manager, sccrclary or other officer shall also be dccmed ro bc guilly of 
that offcncz and shall bc liable to be proceedcd against and punished 
accordin~l y. 

&,vbr~orion.-~or the purposes of [his section,- 
(a) "company" means a body corporate and includes a firm or 

oihcr associalinn of individuals; and 
(b) "direcror" in rela~inn lo a firm means n parlncr in the linn. 

30. T h e  ljccnsing auihorjry rnay- 
(a) re-quirc any pcrson promoting or conducring a prize compeli- 

  ion to produce bcfore it  h c  accounls and ollier ducumenu 
kept by such person or ro furnish to jl such oiher information 
relaling lo [he prize compelirion as j l  may require; 

(b) inspect at all rzasonablc times the accounls and othcr 
documenls kcpt by such person. 

31. ( 1  ) 11 shall bc Inwful for any polict: officer no1 below the rank of 
Sub-Inspcctor 'au~horiscd by thc Srarc Govcmment in [his behal i by 
gcoeral or special order in !vridng,-- 

(a) ra enler, if necessary by Iorcc, whelhcr hy day or by night, 
wilt1 such assisrancc as he considers necessary, any prcmises 
which he has reason to suspect nrc being used for purposcs 
connccted w i ~ h  thc promolion or conduct of any prize 
coapctition in contravenlion of thc provjsions of this 
chaprcr; 

(b) to search the prcmises and [he pcrsons whom Ilc may find 
[herein; 

(c) to takc in10 cuslody and produce bcfore a rnagislralc all 
pcrsons who are concerned, or against whom a rcasonablc 
comp1ai11 t has been made or crediblc information has been 
rcccivcd nr a rcssonablc suspicion exisib of  [heir having k c n  

IFor norificnlion trlatil~g tu  tic nurhorisxion of crc j police olllcer a i  or abovc rhc 
nnk or an Asrislmt Commis~ioncr of Policc, in Cdcutr& and 3 Deputy Supcrinlcndenl 
or  Police. clwwherr, ro cxercisc all thc powers spfcifiul in claurrs (a), (b). (c) and (d) 01 
sub-scc~ion(l) oCscs~ion 3 1 ofthe Acl. sce noli licalinn No. 9 12 PI . rln~etl 17 3 5R ni~hlichrfi 
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concerned with thc uscr of such prcmiscs for purposcs 
connected wirh, or will1 [lie promotion or conduct or nny 
prizc compcli~ion in conimvcntion of the provisions of this. 
chaptcr: and 

(d) lo scizc all rhings found thcrein which arc intcndcd 10 be 
uscd or reasonably suspccrcd 10 have been uscd in connecrion 

. .  with such prize competition. 
(2) All searches under [his secdon shall bc madc in accordance with 

ACI v o f  [he provisions of the Codc of Criminal Proccdurc, 1898. 
1888. 

32. Where any ncwspaper or olher publicarion conlains any matter Fodciturcof 

refcrrcd to in clause (c) of secrion 28 rclaling lo any prizc compcli~ion :?paph 

proniotcd or conducted in  contravcnlion of  r hc provisions of this chaplcr publicaiions 

or c r c e p l  i n  occordrnce w i ~ h  ihc provisions of a licencc undcr ibis 7i:nin"""' 
chapter h e  Starc Govcrnnlent may, bc norifica~ion in rhc Oficirrl Gnzetle, cornp~irions. 

dcclare zvcry copy of such ncwspaper or oiher publication l o  hc 
forfeited. 

33. Any pcrsun aggrieved hy the decision af thc licensing authori~y ~ p p r a ~ s .  

rcfusing lo grant a licence or cancelling or suspending a licence may, 
. within such lime as may be prcscribcd. prcrer an appcal to [he Starc 

Govetn~nenr and ~ h c  decision or rhz S~atc  Governmcn~ on such appcal 
.shall be final. 

53. Thc licensing aulhorily and any o!hcr oficer acring under this Licensing 
, . . . , .  . . . chaplcr slla11 bc dccmcd [o be public servants within the meaning or =?'':Y, . . 

, , 

A a  XLV or scclion 21 of the Indian Penal Codc. 0 f l i ~ 2 1 ~  ID 
. . 

l M U .  bc public 
Xn'MLs. 

- ,  

35, Nu courr inferior lo [hat of a Presidency Magisune or a magislratc Jurisdiction . .  
of lhe first class shall try any offence under this chapter. lo lry 

oKcnccs. 

36. Nu suir, prosecution or other legal procecding shall l ic against Pro~ccrion 

 he licensing authorily or any olhcr offjcer oi~hc Covcrnrnsnt for anylhing $f:::''dcr 
which is in good faiih donc or in~ended lo bc done under [his chapler or thrschapicr. 

. . ihc rules made rhcrcunder. 

37. (1) The Stale Govcrnmcnt may, by norilication in lhc Oficiol Poivcrru 

Co:elre, and afier previous pubIication. makc 'rules lor carrying our !he 'nALk'mI'S' 

purposcs of this chap~cr. 

'For thc l f ' tsl  Bcngd Prize Compcrilions Rulcs, 1958. see norifica~ion No. 1 172-PI . 
dared rhc 24.3.58. published in the C~rlc~~rro a , - c r t r .  Er~rtmrrlir~ny of 1958. Pan I, 
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(2) I n  particular, and without prejudice to [he generalily of the 
lbrcgoing powcr, such rulcs may provide for all or any of the following 
marlers, namely :- 

(a) ~ h c  form and manncr of application for a licencc under rhis 
chaptcr and die fees, if any, ror such liccnce; 

(b) Ihc period for which, thc condi~ions subjcc~ lo which and the 
form in which, n licencc may bc granred under his chapter; 

(c) the form in which and thc intervals ar wvhch slaiements of 
accounrs referred to in secrion 24 shd l  bc submitted 10 ~ h c  
licensing authority; 

(d) [he lime within which an appeal againsl a dccision of the 
licensing nvrhori~y under this chaplcr may be preferred lo 
[he State Govcrnmenl; 

(c) any orhcr maucr which is to he or may be prescribed under 
[his chap~er. 




