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West Bengal Act XX of 1958' 

THE CALCUTTA SLUM CLEARANCE AND 
REHABILITATION OF SLUM-DWELLERS 

ACT, 1958. 

Art Actru provideJortlie clenrar~ce ofslrrrrrs ill Calcrrrta attdReIiabilira~iort 
ujS1rlrrrn-dwcllers arrd for cetVruitr orfler llrnrters co~~ttected therelvirh. 

WHERFAS il  is cxpcdient to provide for h e  clearance of slums in 
Calcut [a and whcrcvcr possible [or the erection of planned buildings aficr 
demoli~ion of cxisting huts and other structures in such s I u t n s  in thc 
manner hereinafier appearing with a vicw 10 the removal of insanitary and 
unhygienic condilions prevailing therein, [he provision of beltcr 
accomn~odarion and improvcd living conditions for the slum-dwellers, 
and the p r o m o r i o n  of public hcalth gcncraily , and for certain other matters 
connec~ed therewith; 

I L  is h e r e b y  enacled in thc Ninth Ycar ol the Republic of India, by the 
Lcgisla~urc o i  Wcsr Bengal, a follows:- 

1. ( I )  This Act may he called the Calculta Slum Clemncc and Shon title, 

R e h a b i l i ~ a t i o n  of Slum-dwcllcrs Act, 1958. colillncncc- 
men1 and 

(2) It shal I come into'force on such dntc nsthe State Government may 
by notification appoint. 

(3) It shall apply $0 Calcutla or Lo such portion or purlions [hereof as 
the Slare Govcrnmcnt may, from time to lime, by notiha~iondcc~arc.  Thc 
Stale Governmen1 may by not ifica~ion exlend it lo any orher [own or local 
arca in West Bengal specilicd in such nolification. 

'For Sraterncnr of ObjccB and Rcasons. see the Crrlcurro Gnzcrrc, Er;rar>rdnur?: or  the 
2nd I k c c m k r ,  1957. Pan IVA, pagc 5701; for Repon oFthe Joint Sclcct C ~ m m i ~ t c c  on ~ h c  
Bill, rep thc Cbkirtfu Gr1:erfe. Fxrrrrurditmq of the26rh Fcbruary, 1958. Pan IVA,  p ~ g r s  
687-700: ror prococdings olrhe \Vat Bengd Legislative Asscrnbl y, xee thc proceedings of  
thc ~ t w c t i n g o f t h a ~  Assentbly hcldon thc 12rhDccemter. 1957,1hc4th,8th, Imh. 1 1 h, 12h. 
13th. I-lth. 18h. 20rh. 25rh and thc 26th March. 1958 and the 5 h  July. 195B: and for 
procctdtngs or thc Wesr Bengd Legislntivc Council,.ree t ~ p r o c c c d i n g s  0 1 t h ~  ~nwt ings  of 
that Council hcld on thc 161h Dcccmber, 1957.rhe 18rh, ?Is[, 22nd, 23rd M J  30th July, 1958 
and thlr 5th Aupusl. 1958. 

'The Act camc into Iorcc with elfcct rmm thc Is1 March, 1959. Vide notification No. 
164-hVlA-5/59, darcd h c  25th Fcbruary, 1959. published in rhc Calcufa Go:cr!e. 
Errrnordialrq, ooT 1959, Pan IA, pagc 467. 

'This A d  shall apply to tlic cenain podons of Calcuua in wanl No, I of Calcutia 
Municipal Corpnntion vide Notiliution No. 160-H.W.. dated (hc 8.1.1965. 
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E,vplorrariu~~-In 111is sub-secrion, '.Cnlcutta"mcans rhc areadcscribcd ~ ~ X ~ i I ,  
in Schcdule I 10 the Calcutta Municipal Act. 195 1, as deenlcd lo lmve becn of 1951. 
arnendcd undcr section 594 of [hat ACI. 

2. In any arca lo wh~ch this Act applies,-- 
(n) sec~ions 393 In 4 13 (borh inclusive) of, and Parts VIII and IX 

or Schcdule XVI to, the Calcurra MunicipaI Acr, 195 I ,  and 
scctions 335 to 362 (bolh inclusive) of, and Pnrts V I I I  and 1X 
of Schedule XVII to, h c  Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, z Bm. Act 111 

exrcnded lo (he Municipality of H w n h  by wtifico~ion 
No. 260M, dated the 18th January, 1932, by the Govcmment 
of Bcnga! in lllc Ministry of I.ocal Sclf-Govcrnmcnt and 
secrinns 334 to 347 (both inclusive) of, and sccrions E, Fand 
G and Form B of Schedule VI to, [he Bcngal Municipal ACJ, Bcnsal Act 

1932, as rhe case may be, shall srand repealed, and XV or 1931, 

(b) no~withs~ilndjng nnylhing con~aincd in any of rhc aforesaid 
Acts, no ncw hut or collection of huts shall bc erzctcd or no 
addition ro, or alrcration in, any such hul or collcc~~on orhuts. 
shall be made in  such arca exccpt with the permission in 
writing of ihc presc~ihd authority and subjeci 10 such 
rcsrrjclions or conditions, if any, as may be prescribed. I 

3. In this Act, unless thcre is anything repugnanr in the subject or 
conlext,- 

[ I )  "hul" means any strucrurc, no substanrial par1 of which, 
cxcluding the walls up to a heighl of cightcen inches above 
Ihc floor or floor-level, is construcled of masonry, rcinforccd 
concrete, rcrro-concrerc, cemcnred brick-work, s1ee1, iron or 
olhct meld,-or any combination of rhcse malcfials: 

(2) "no~ificauon" mans a notification published i n  the Oflcial 
Gnz~!te; 

(3) "presaibed" mcans prcscribcd by rules made undcr this ACI; 

(4) "prescribed authoriiy" mcans any person appointed by the 
SraceGovernment, by noiificalicln, to perfor& dl or any ofthe 
funcuons of dle prescribed authority undcr this Act; - 

( 5 )  "slum" means any land conraining a collccrion of huts or 
other slructurcs used or inlcnded to be used for human 
habitarion; 

(6) "slum-arca" mcons any area d c c l ~ c d  as such by h c  S~alc 
Govcrnmcnt undcr sec~ion 4, 

4. (1) I[ rhc Smrc Governmc~~t is sarisficd thar in any area- 

(a) the huls or olher srructurcs used or inlcndcd to bc used for 
hr.m.rn h-lr:r,.:,c *-- ..-a?. r - -  . I 
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(b) the unheillthy or unhygicnic condition thcrcof or or ~ h c  huls 
orotllcr srruclurcs rhcrcin, is dangerous or injurious to public 
hcalrh or to [he hcnlth of ~ h c  inhnbi~ants of ~ h c  area, 

rbc S ~ a c  Govcrnrnent may, by noriIication, and in such orher manner as may 
be prescribed, proclaim its inrention to declare such m a  to be a slum-area. 

(2)' Upon ~ h c  ~ublication of such a nn~ificationand wirhin two rnonrhs 
or sucl~ publicarion, thc pcrsnn or persons arfcctcd by such notificarion 
may makc rcprcsenrations in wriung to thc Srnlc Govcrnmcnl, stating [he 
grounds of [heir objeclion to [he inrended declanlion. 

(3) Upon considention of such represenrarions, if any, thc Slate 
Gover~~nient may withdraw [he notifica~ion n~cntioned in sub.seclion I )  
or may, by notification, dcclnrc such arca or any portion lhercof lo bc a 
slum-nrcn. . 

5. (1) Thc Stnrc Govcrnmcnr may. wirhin onc ycar allcr an area has Acqui"i'0" 
of slum-ma. 

bccn declarcd a slum-area under sub-section (3) of secrion 4, acquire the 
land comprised i n  such area rogether wilh all huis and other srructures, 
srnnding rhcrcon by publishing in rhe Oflcial Gazelte and in such other 
manncras may bc prcscribcd a nolicc to rhecffe~llhilr the s ta~c~ovcrnmenr  
has dccidcd to acquirc such land togcthcr with all huts and orhcrsrrucrurcs 
slanding rhcreon. 

(2) When a norice is published as aforesaid, any officer of [he Srate 
Government, authorised by it in this behalf, may take possession of  the 
land comprised in the slum-area logether with all huts and other struclures 
standing thcrcon, and thcrcupon such land and huts and olhcr slruclurcs 
shall vesr absolutely in [he Slale Government free fro~n'all encumbrances: 

Prnvidcd that such officcr shall not take posscssion of any hut or othcr 
srruclurc until t hc expiration or two months horn thc datc or scrvicc of a 
nolicc to quil such hul or othcr slructurc which shall bc scrvcd in such 
manner and on such persons may be prescribed. 

(3) IT such nolice is not conlplied wilh by the person concerned 
mcntioncd in the proviso to sub-section (2), the officer referred ro in thar 
sub-sccrion may- 

(a) if he is n Magisuarc, enrorcc rhc dclivcry of posscssion 10 

himself of [he hur 'or olhcr struclure, in rcspecl of which the 
notice has bcen served; or 

(6) if hc is not a Magistale, apply to the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcurta, or l o  a Magisvatc, as thc case may be, and 
such Co~nmissioncr or Magis~ratc shall cnrorce the delivcry 
of possession of such hut or othcr struclure lo such officer: 

Providcd that the provisions of sub-scclions (2) and (3) 
1-h-11 n t > t  c ~ n n l - r  l l n l r r c  r h m  C l q i ~ l  Cn~.rmmrnt h.rr n(Trrrrl 
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atternalive accommodauon as near as may be wjlhin a radius 
of one mile iron1 the slum-area lo [he occupier of such hul 
or olher slrucrure at a rent which the Srale Government is 
satisfied is comparable 10 what was being paid by the 
occupier or if no renL was being paid by [he occupier, what 
was payable for similar accommodation in the locality and 
[he occupier has refused or neglecred rooccupy suchalternauve 
accommodation within the rime prescribed. 

(4) Before taking possession under sub-secrion (2) or sub-seclion (3) 
or the land and hurs and othcr slrucrurcs, thc oiliccr shall pay such amounr 
to the occupier as may bc prcscribcd on accounr of- 

(a) cost of removal, 

(b) cosl of dismanlling and re-erecting any plant, machinery or 
sucli other equipment used €or any wade or industry, and 

(c) compensation [br any rcmporary loss of  occupation. 

6. (1) On the removal of the occupiers Crom all huts and oher  Urilisalionof ' 
slum-xra Tor 

srruclures in pursuance of [he provisions of sub-sections (2) and (3) of building md , 

section 5, [he Shrc Govcrnmcnr may rake all necessary mcasures to orherpublic ' 

clear the acquired land by [he demolilion of all huls and srruclures therein PU'POS". 

and ro erccr thercon buildings according to such plan as may be approved 
by it. 

(2) The Slate Governmenl may itsclf cxecule or cause ro be executed 
the measures referred to in sub-scclioh (1) or may cnrnisl [he execution 
to sucli local authority or any oher public oulhorily conslitu~ed by 

. . . . . ,  - .  - . . 
. . .  . - 

Government and on such rerms and conditions as may be delemined by . . . . . . . . 
... 
. . the Stale Governmen!. 

(3) The buildings so erected or the huts remodelled under sub- 
scc~ion (6) will be let out to slum-dwellers . , and persons ofsuch low income . , 

groups as may bc prescribed. 

(4) The terms and condilions for letting out 111e buildings erected or 
the 11u1s remodcllcd undcr thc provisions of sub-section (3) shall bc such 
ns m a y  be prescribed. 

(5) Whcrc thc acquircd land is unsuilablc for thc construclion of any 
building as aloresaid on the ground that the area is small, or on any ohcr  
ground, thc State Government may use i~ for such public purposcs as i t  
thinks lir. 

(6) The State Governrncnr may, inslead of demolishing huls and 
othcr structures and erecting buildings, lake measures to remodel [he 
slum in such manner and subject to such conditions as may be 
nrpcrrihprl 



7. ( 1 )  Any pcrson having any intercst in any land or hut or Compensa- 
lion. 

struclurc acquircd under this Act shall bc cntillcd lo receive from thc 
Stare Govrrnmcnt cornpensa[ion calcularcd according ro [he principles 
enurneraled hclow, namely:- 

(a) For the intcres~ of the owner of the land- 
cornpensalion equal to h e  sum of- 

(i) value of the land dclcrmincd according lo [he followjng 
table:- 

Table 

Ama~trrt of pr~rclrase price. Vrrlrre for 
plrrpose of 

cot?rpetcrariotr 

(1) For the first Rs. 5,000 or less I OOpcr ccnturn 
of the amount of purchasc of the amount. 
price. 

(2) For the next Rs. 5,000 or leis 80 per ccnlurn 
OF [he amounl of purchase of thc amount. 
pricc. 

(3) Forthe nextRs.5,OOOorless 70percentum 
of thc amount of purchase of thc amount. 
price. 

(4) For rhc ncxt Rs. 5,000 or less 60 pcr ccntum 
of the amount of, purchase or thc amount. 
pricc. 

(5) For [he balance of the pur- - 55 per centum 
chase price. of the amounr. 

and 

(ii) ten timcs thc ncl annual income derivcd or dcrivablc 
by the owncr from any huts and strucrures owncd by 
him. 

E.~plar~atiot~.-"Purchase pricc" mcans h e  price which 
the Iand fetched or could havc fclchcd in any [ransacdon 
involving rhe salc or purchase [hereof on the 31st day of 
December, 1946. 

(b) Far thc inlcresr of a lessee or a sub-lcsscc of [he land- 
compcnsalion cqual to the amount derivablc by him for the 
uncxpircd pcriod of h c  lease calculated on thc basis OF his 
nci annual income from thc land and from any huls and 

. . . .  . . . .  . . . . 
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period of rhc leasc is ten years or morc or when thc period 
of thc kase is not specified, rhe amount 01 compcnsaiion 
shall no1 excced rhc amount indicated in the foIlowing 
tablci- 

Table 

Anlount of !be ncl annual income. Amounl of com- 
pensalion. 

For the first Rupees One hundrcd Twcnty times thz 
or less of the ncl annual income. amount. 

For ~ h c  ncxt Rupecs One hundred Fificen rimes the 
~ I I J  Ghy or tess or nel annual amounr. 
incomc. , 

For 111c balancc of [Re nel annual Tcn timcs the 
incornc. m o u n l .  

Lp~u~~urior~.-AIcssecorsub-lcssccwi~lin~ludenrhiku WcslBm. 
Acl I1 o r  ! 

renant 3s defined in the Calcu~ia Ti~iku Tenancy Acl, 1949, r949. 
or a tenanr who docs no1 hold uuder an instrumcnl in \ 

writing. I 
I 

(c) For thc inrcrcsr of thc owner of any but or urhcrs~ructurc- 
compcnsalion equal lo thc cost of construction of a 
similar hut or orher slruclurc a\ nn ihe date of vesting, 
afrer deducling lhercfrom an amount on accounl ol 
deprcciarion calculated a1 such perccnlagc as mag bc 
prescribed having rcgxd lo the narurc of ihe ma\erinls used 
i n  lbe construction. 

Erplanuriorr.-(i) "Cross income" means [he aggrc- 
gate of the amounrs received or receivable during a yew 
by the owner or the lcssec or [he sub-lcssee on accounl of 
the rcnt of thc land and of any hu~s or struclures owncd by 
him. 

( i i )  "Nct incornc" means ~ h c  amount arrivcd a1 by de- 
duc~ing from the gross income- 

(a) the annual renls and taxcs payablc by the owner 
or (he lcsscc or IIIC sub-lcsscc for such Land, 
tlurs and slructutes; 

(b) thc cosl of rcpairs ant1 maintenance o f  the h u ~ s  
and struciurcs, il any, calculated at Len pcr 
centurn of [he gross income; 

(c) ~ h e  cost of managemen1 and colleclion 
. . I  1 - 



(iii) "Ncr annual incomc" mcans rhc averagc O F  the nei 
incomc calculated ovcr a pcriod OF l ivc consecu~ive ycars 
preceding thc darc of vcsling. I l  only a portion of h c  land 
was let out for any pcriod during the live conseculive years 
as aforesaid, thcn thc gross incomc for h e  poruon so Icl out 
shall be the basis derermining rhc gross incomc of thc cntirc 
land for such period. 

(2) Where several persons claim 10 be enlitlcd to compcnsarion 
payable for any land ar hu! or structure under sub-scction ( I ) ,  thc 
prescribed authoriry shall determine the persons who, i n  his opinion, 
are enlitled rv rcceive the same and apportion the amount among 
them. 

(3) Dctcrmiaation or pcrsons entitled to receive [he compensa- 
lion and lhc amount payablc to cach OF [hem by the prescribed 
aurhoriry shall. subjcct l o  nppcal as hcrcinafrcr provided, be Fnal and 
conclusive. 

8. The compensation mentioned in  seclion 7 sllaII be paid and 
satisfied by issuc of bonds by the Slate Governmen1 which shall 
bear intcres~ at 11lc rnrc of 5 pcr cenlum per annum wirh effecr from 
h e  date of vesung rcfcrrcd lo in sub-sccrion (2) of seclion 5. The said 
bonds shall be redccnlcd and paid in full a1 the face value thereof 
immediarely on the expiry 01 twenty ycars from the date of their 
issue hut the Stale Government shall be a1 libcrty to rcdccm and 
pay such bonds or any part thereof before thc cxpiry of rhc said lrventy 
ycm:  

Provided, howcvcr. rhar thc State Government shall, where the 
cornpcnsation does not exceed Rs. 5,000, pay such compcnsation 
in cash and where h e  amounl of h e  cornpcnsarion cxcceds Rs. 5,000, 
pay an :\mounl no1 exceeding Rs. 5,000 in cash and rhc balmcc in 
bonds. 

9. ( 1 )  Any pcrson aggrieved by an order made under seclion 7 
may, within sixly days horn the date of  such order. prefer an appeal to 
such aulhori~y as m a y  bc appointed by the Slate Govcmmcnr. 

(2) The au~hority appoinlcd 10 hear appeals may enterlain an appeal 
cvcn a k r  the expiry or thc pcriod of aixly days, if he is satisfied thal 
the appdlanr was preven~ed by suflicicnr causc from preferring the 
appeal in [imc. 

Dercniiina- 
tion of 
compensa- 
tion and 
mvlncr OF 
pay men! 
thcrcor. 

Appeal. 

(3) Thc State Governrncnr shall not appoin~ any person as the aulhori ty 
lo  hear appeals unless he is, or has bccn, or is qualified lor appointment -- " :..A* > - I -  ,. r7:,.1. P ,,..-. 
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Indcriinily. 10. No suit shall lic againsl any person in respecr of anything which 
is in good fail11 donc or intended ro be donc undcr Ihis ACI. 

Powcr lo 11. (1) The Stale Govemmenl may, afrcr prcvious publicalion, 
m;ke ruIcs. ~nakc rules Ibr carrying out the purposes OF this Act. 

(2) In par~icular and wilhoul prejudice to the gcncraliry of the 
foregoing powcr, such rules may provide for all ur any of rhe malrers 
which, undcr any provision of this Act, arc rcquircd tu be prcscribed by 
rules. 




