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Itl 
West Bengal Act XXIII of 195S1 

THE WEST BENGAL STANDARDS OF WEIGHTS 
AND MEASURES (ENFORCEMENT) ACT, 1958. 

Wcst Bcn. Acl XXII of 1961. 
Wcsl Bcn. Act X 01 1965. 
W c s ~  Bcn. Act V OF 1984. 

AII Act ro ptnvidefur the etforce~~~etrf it1 WCSI Be~rgal of slatzdards of 
lveighu arrd rrreasrrres. 

WHEREAS il is cxpcdicn~ lo provide for hc cniorcernent in West Bengal 
of standards of wcjghts and meuures established undcr the Standards of 

89 1956. Weights and Measures ACI, 1956 and for matters connccrcd therewith; 

1 t is hereby cnactcd in the Ninth Year of [hc Rcpublic of Ipdia, by the 
Legislature af Wcst Bcngal, as follows:- 

CHAPTER I. 

1. ( 1 )  This Aclmay be called ~ h c  West Bengal Slandards of Wcigh~s shofl title. 

and Mcasurcs (Enforcement) Act, 1958. cstcnt, 
commcncc- 

(2) It exrcnds to the whole of Wesr Bcngal. Ilicnr, wpa l  
and savings. 

(3) Subjecr to the provisions of sub-section (4). ths sccuon shall come 
into2forcc at oncc and the remaining provisions of this ACI shall comc in10 
Force on such dalc or dares as the Srale Govcmmcn~ may, by nodficarion 
in [he Oficial Gazette appoinl; and differcnr d a m  may be a p p o i n l e d  for 
dirfcren~ provisions ofthis Acl or fordiffercnl xcns or for differenlclasses 
of undertakings or for different classes of goods. 

, \Vest Ben. (4) The West Bcngal Standards of Wcighrs and Measures 
Ord. \'I1 of 
IYSX. (Enforccmcnt) Ordinance, 1958 is hereby repealed: . 

Provided hat  nolwithsranding such rcpcal anyihing done orany aclion 
takcn or any legal cffccr produced by or undcr any provision of h e  said 
Ordinance shall be dccmcd to have been donc, taken or produced by or 
undcr Lhe corresponding provision of this Act as if such corresponding 
provision were in force on [he day on which such rhing was done or such 
action was taken or such lcgaI cffccl was produced. 

' 
'For Slxtemcnt olobjecrs and Rczons, xee rhc Culcirtf(i G(~zcrre, h ~ r ~ ~ o r d i t r n o ~ .  o(tht 

6th Dcculnkr. 1958. Pan IVA. p a p  5670: for proceedings orihc West Bcngal Lcgislatiuc 
Assembly, see rhc prwc~dings of thc ~ncctings of that Asscmbly hcld on thc 1611) and 17th 
Dsccmbcr, 1958: and for p m c d i n g s  or  the \Vest Bcngal Lcgislarive Council, see ihc 
pruccedings o f  rhc r n ~ r i n p  oflhal Council held on the 22nd kccrnbcr, 1958. 

'Thc provisions of rhc Acl came into form ns follows namely:- 
(I) on ihe 1 d.59 in Calcu~la and thc How& Municipaliiy in wspxt of unils orrnxss 

and unils orrnusurc and througbui iVcsi Bengd iin rcspcci o f  uniu o f  Inas and 
mwure.  Vide nolificalion No. 833-W.M..dmed 10.7.59. publishcdin thc C~ilc~rriu 
Guzelte or 1959, Pan I, pagc 2566: 
,r-- r ..-,. .- - . I - . ! - -  .- .-.- . .. c.7 . . 
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(5) If, im~ncdiateIy before ~hecornmenccment of any provision of this 
Act in respect of any areaor class ofgoods or undeflakings, there is in force 
in rcspccl of [hat area or thar class of goods or undenakings, any orher law 
which corresponds to such provision, such othercorresponding law, shall, 
on such commencement, sland repealed. 

' (1) on rhz 1.1.60 in respect or xujswiarions 'rrcogniad by the Cznrnl Government 
undcr Act LXlV of 1Y52 in so far as thcy undcnakc ~ h c  rcgula~ion md conlrol or 
~onvardcontncts  in r;lw and mnnuracturedjure. Vidc nolificauon No. 1171-W.M.. 
datcd 23,1?.59, publishcd in  thc Cnlclrm Garef!c. Errrunrd;naq.of 1959. Pan I. 
pnge 4565: 

( 3 )  on thc 1.4.60 in WCS~ Bcngal other than Calculra m d  Howmh Municipdiry in 
mqxc t  orsugar, van;lspri, biscuits. soaps, cloth. painlf. coir and drugs rclaring 10 
unirs or mass. Vide nolificalion No. 273-W.M., darcd 24.3.60, publishcd in rhc 
Calc~rrfo Gazerre. Erfroordit~aq of 1960,  par^ 1. pagc 1031; 

(4) on rhe 1.4.60in ~ h c  wholc oi\Vest Bcngal in rcspcc~orcloth .pain~,  cow and drugs 
relating ro unirs of rnca<uw-5, Vide notification No. 274-W.hl.. datcd ZJ.3.6D, 
published in Ihe Cfllcurrfl Guzerre. Errraordir~ar). of 1960, Pan I. papc 1031: 

(5) on thc 1.460 in Wcsl Bcngd,  0 t h  Ihm Cdcurra rind h e  How& Municipality. in 
rcspccr of crudc pctrolculn and pctrolcum p r o d u c ~  rclating ro unirs or mass. Vidc 
notification No. 300-W.M., darcd 31.3.60, publishcd in  rhc Cuk;ria Gnceire o r  

, 1960. P a  I. page 1117; 
(6) on rhc 1,4.60 in rhc wholc o r  \Vest Bcngal in rcs ct of crudc pcmlcum and 

~ r r o l e u m  produc~s re la~ingto u n i ~ o l ~ n c a u m s .  ~ ignor i r l ca r ion  No. 301-W.M., 
darcd 31.3,60, published in h e  Calc~trfa Gnzefre of 1960, P a n  1, page 1 122: 

(7) on rhc 1.5,60 in rhc wholc of Wcst Bcngal cxccpr Glcur ta  md !hc Municipdity of 
H o w n h ~ l a r i n g r o u n i ~ o ~ r n ~ s i n w p r : c l o f r h e ~  
or  goods specified. Vide notification No. 530-W.M.. dad 30.4.60. published in 
Cnlcurrn Gazerre of 1960, Part 1, page 1629: 

(8) on the 1.5.64 in the whole or  West Beogd relating ro unirs o i r n ~ ~ u r c  i n m p x l  of 
rhc c l a s c s  of undcnakings m d  thc clascs of goods spccificd. Vidc notification 
No. 531-W.hI.. dated 30.3.60, pubtished in the Culclrrrd Gazerre of 19M). Pan 1. 
pnge 1629; 

(9) on the 1 .S.G0 in the whole of West Bengd-except Cnlcullamd the Municip~liry of 
Howmh, rclating to u n i ~  of n w s  in rcspcct o l  m s a c ~ i o n s  involving s d c  and 
purchwoTgoods. VidenorificmionNo.532-\V.M..dnted30.4.60. publishcd in lht: 
C(11clrrru Girzerre or 1960. Parl I. pages 1629-1630; 

(10) on thc 1.2.61 in thc whole of West Bcngd in respec1 of the clnsses orundcnalrjngs 
specifird. Vide nolilicnrion No. 97-W.M., dared 31.1.61, published in  rhc Colrurta 
Guzerfc, f i f m o r d i ~ r a ~  o r  1961. P a n  I, p a c s  535-536; 

(1 1) on thc 1.4.61 in Wcst Bengal in respect of sdc of liquid paints in Wcsk Bcngd 
Factories. Videnotification No.3 18-W.M.,datcd 23.2,61,publishcdintheCulc1rr1~ 
Cilzerre o l  196 1. Part I. page 706: 

(17) on rhe 1.5.61 in Cklcutta md the Municipality o r  Hownh  in respect o f u n i ~  o r  
capacity, Videnotific~ion No.699-\V.M..dmed29.4.61. publishedin theCalcurru 
Gnzerre, Errrnordirlar3. of 1961, Pm I, page 1137: 

(1 3) on the 1 .I 1.61 in rhewholeol\Vesr Bengd inrespccr o f ~ h ~ c l ~ ~ c s o l u n d e ~ n g s  
spccificd in rclation ro alcohol. Vide noiificaiion No. 7,053-W.M,, dated 26.10.61, 
publishcd in rhe Calclrrtn Gn;errr of 1961. P M  I .  pagc 3MO; 

( 1  4) on the 1.12.61 in tk whole ofwe51 Bcngal in rel~rion lo unirs o f r n z s  for+ those 
c l ~ ~ ~ s c s  of undcndings m d  d l  tho% c lascs  of goods In rcspcc~ or whlch h c  
provisions ofhe  ACL have n o ~ h a d y  cornc into forcc. Vidt notifiwuon No. 2110- 
W.M..da~cd 13.1 1.61. publishcd in ihc Calcirtlt~ Guretreor 1961, PartI.pagc3979; 

(1 5 )  on the 1.12.6I in thc wholc of Wcsi Bcngd in relation lo u n i ~  of lcngrh lor d l  
lhosc cluscs o lunden~k ings  and 311 ihosr c l u s r s  of goods in ~ s p c l  of which Ihc 
provisions of the ACI hare nor drcady come into forcc. Vide notification 
No. 1109-W.M.. daicd 23.11.61, publislicd in thc C~I I~UI I I I  Gnierfe o r  1961, PYI 1, 
pagc 3979: 
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2. In this Act unless the conlexl olhcnvisc requires,- 

(a)   assist an^ Conuollcr" or "Deputy Conlroller" mcans an 
Assislanr Conlrollcr or Dcputy Conloller of Wcighrs and 
Measures appointcd under section 13; 

(b) "Conuollcr" mcans rhe Conrrollcr of Weighls and Measures 
appointed under section 13; 

(c) "Inspec~or'' mcans an Inspec~or of Weights and Measures 
appointed undcr scction 13; 

(d) "measuring insrrumcnt" means any measuring insmmcnt 
olher than a weighinginslrumen~ and includes any instrument 
For measuring Icngth, arca, volume or capaciry; 

Ic) "mint" means a m i n ~  or the Central Government; 

( f )  "prcscribcd"means prescribed by rulcs made under llus ACI; 

(g) "slandard weight" or "srandard mcasure" means any unil of 
mass or measure referred Lo in sub-scction ( I  ) of secrion 13 
of rhc Standards of Weights and Mcasurzs Act, 1956, and 
includes any other weight or measurc pcmitlcd 10 be used by 
 he Cenrral Governmcnr in pursuance of sub-section ( I )  of  
secuon 14 of thc said Acr; 

(h) "rcference standards" mcans thesetsols~;lndards ofmass and 
mcaure supplied lo the Statc Government by thc CcnaaI 
Government in pursuance of sub-section (2) of seclion 15 of 
h c  Standards of Weighrs and Measures Act, 1956; 

(i) "stamping" mcans marking in such manner as to be, so far as 
prac~icable, indcliblc and includes casling, engraving, etching 
and branding; 

'(ia) "rransacrion" mtans any wansaclion in uadc or commerce 
and includes any assessmcnl or declaration or dclcrminati bn 
ofqunntity with reference Lomeasuremenr ofweight, volumc, 
capacily, lengh or arcn; 

(16) on the I. 12.61 in the wholcor Wcsl Bcngal in relation rouni~s ofmeasure in respect 
of~hecl~csoCundcnakingsmenrionedmdtorhccx~en~spccifid. Vidcnoulica~ion 
No. 2172-1V.M.. darcd 19.1 1.61. published in thc Cnkrrtra Guzctrc of 1961, Pan I, 
page 3979; 

(171 on rhc 1.3.62 in the whole of West Bcngal in relation ID unils of rncawc rclaring 
10 capacity for all rhosc clases of u n d c d n g s  y ld  dl thost clxses of goods in 
~ s p c c l  aCwhich the provisions o f  rk Act havc no1 alrmdy come inlo Tarcc. Vide 
na~ilica~ion No. 443-W,M,, dated 31.3.62, published in the Calr~rtro G ~ Z C I I C .  
E t ~ m o r d i n ~ ~ n ,  darcd thc 3151 March, 1962, Pan 1. pagr 1435; 

( 1  8) on thc 1.7.68 ihc whole of Wcsl Bcngal in relatior) to u n i ~  of rnmm in mpcr 
of soap, miclts o f  ~ o i l c ~ ,  cosmetics. derergcnr wld ~ C ~ U I I I C ,  Vide nolificalion No. 
13 14-\V.M..daredthc 15.5.68.publishcdinCaI~.~r11aGuie1re, h r r a o r d i ~ m ~ , d a ~ c d  
rhc 13.6.68, Pm I, page 1257. 
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(j) "vcrilication" with i~ grammatical variations used will1 
rcfcrcncc LO a wcight or mcasure or weighing inslrumenl or 
measuring inslrurncnt, includes' the process of compar?ng, 
chccking or rcsting such weight or measure or weighing 
inslrumcnl or rncasuring inskun~cnt; 

(k) "weighing insrrurnenr" means any inslrumcnt for weighing 
and includes scales wirh d ~ e  wcigh~s, bclonging therc~o, 
scale-bcarns, balanccs, spring balances, steel yards and other 
weighing appliances. 

CHAPTER 11. 

Standard Weigh& and Standard Mcasurcs. 

\i1orking 
11iodr.1~. 

3. (1) For the purpDse of verifying ihc corrccrness of weights and 
measures and weiglung instruments and mcasuring inslrumcnts uscd in 
any  rans sac ti on, the S [ate Governmcn~ may cnusc to be prepared as many 
standard weights and standard measureato bc called working models as it 
may dccm ncccssary. 

1 * * * * 
(2) The working models shall bcmadco~suchmarerials and according 

ro such dcsigns and specificalions and shall be prcparcd by such agency 
and shall be verified and s~amped by such person or aulhorily and in such 
manncr as my be prcscribed. 

(3) The working models shall be kept at such places, in such cus~ody 
and in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(4) A working model shall be verified with reference to ~ h c  
corresponding vcrification model referred to in sub-secrion (1) of 
sccrian 3. 

z*  * * * 
(5) A working modcl which is no1 duly verified and stamped shall no1 

be used for thc purposes of this Acl. 
(6) A working modci which has bccomc dcicctivc or worn out by use 

or which has not been re-verified and slarnped in such manncr and at such 
inrcrvnls as may be prescri bedshall not beused Forrhe purposes of this Act. 

i 'crilicalion 
~t~rldrls. 

4. (1) The Stale Govcrnmcnt may, wilh the permission of [he 
Central Government, causc to bc prcpiucd at a mint as many sels of 
standard weights and standard mcasurcs as i~ may deem necessary to be 
called the verificaiton models. 

'The words "and specid working modcls in rcla~ion to bullion and precious slants may 
also fx pwparcd" were ornirrrd with rerrospxiivc clfccl by s. 2 0 )  or rhc Wcst Bcngal 
S~andards ol\\'cighrsand Mmurcs (Enrorccmcnt) [Amcndmen~) Act, 196 1 (Wcst Ben. Acl 
XXlI or 19611. 





Prnll~ltirion 
01 salc. 
dclivr.? or 
use or 
unslallipl 
ncishis and 
I~W?CUICS or 
\r.righing 
inslrumtnls 
or luc.zFunng 
i~hs~rur~~cflls. 

Prohibilinn 
o f  
tnnnuhciurc. 
crc.. ol 
wcighls and 
IIlca~urCS 
\vjtllouI 
l~tcncc. 
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Cf~oprer Ill. -Verificariorr m ~ d  Srarwpir r g of Weiglrrs atrd 
Menrrrres.Sec!io~is 9-11.) 

9. ( 1 )  Su bjecr ro the provisions of scc[ion 10. no weight or rneaure 
1[sh311 be used in any ~ransac~ion or shall be sold or delivcred with rhc 
in~cntion [hat i t  may be. orwirh t he knowledge lhatil islikely ro bc, so  used] 
unlcss ir has the dcnonlinarion thereof marked on i~ and unless it has been 
vcrificd orre-vcrjficd in accordancewilh the rules madc under his Act and 
s~anipcd with a slarnp ~Fverificnrion in suchmanner as may be prcscribed. 

(2) No weighing instrument or measuring inslrument '[shall be used 
in any ~ransnction or shall be sold ordelivercd with~he inrcntion lbar it may 
bc, or wirh thc knowledge that it is likely to be, so used] unlcss il has bcen 
verihcd or re-verified in accordance wirh therulcs made undcr this Act and 
slampcd wirh a stamp of verificarion in such manncr a may be prcscribcd. 

10. Whcre [hc size ofa wcight or mcnsure rendcrs i t  impracticable to 

have any dcnorninalion thereof marked on it undcr the provisions of 
section 8 or to bc sramped under rhe provisions of section 9, the Statc 
Governmcnr may, by notificalion in  thc Oficial Gnzene, excmpl such 
weigh1 or measure from being so marked or stampcd. 

'11. (1) No person shall, wilhout obraining a liccnce undcr [he 
provisions of his  Act, carry on any trade or business involving thc 
rnnnufaclure, repair or sale of any weigh1 or measure or any weighing 
instrument or n~easuring insrrument inrcnding or knowing i r  to be likely 
h a t  such weigh. measure, weighing jnstrurncnt or measuring insrrumeol 
may be uscd in any [ransaction. 

(2) Such aurhorily as may be prescribed may, be order, gram or rcnew 
or refuse 10 grant or renew a licence under [his scction or revoke orsuspcnd 
any such licencc. 

(3) An appcal from an order undcr sub-section (2) rcfusing ro grant or 
renew a licence or revoking or suspending any licence shall. if preferred 
within sixly days from rhe darc of (he order, lie ro the Stale Governmenl. 

(4) Any ordcr passed under su bscciion (2) by the aulhority cornpctenl 
LO pass such ordcr may, at any time, bc revised by the Sratc Governmcnt: 

Provided lhnl no ordcr from which an appeal has becn preferrcd under 
sub-sec~ion (3) shall he so rcvised. 

(5)  An order passed by rhe Staw Governmcnr on appeal under sub- 
section (3) or on rcvision under sub-uction (4) shall be final. 

'Thc wvrds rvilliin ihc squm bnckck \Ten: suhslitured for the words "shalt be sold or 
dzlivzrcd or uscd in on! u;lnsacIionv by s. 4 of thc Wcst Bcngal Srandards of Wcighrs and 
hlr;usurcs (EnTorcrmcnl) (Amcndlnmr) Aci, 1965 (~VCSI Bcn. ACI X or 1965). 

'Scciion 11 { v u  substi~u~cd lor the original section hy S. 5. ;.hid. 
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(3) If, on such verificarion, thc Inspecror finds thc wcight or measurc 
or wcighing instrument or mcasuring instrument correct, he shall stamp 
rhe same with a stamp or verificalion in the prcscribcd manner; but. if on 
the other hand, he finds ihc  weigh^ or rneaurc or weighing instrurncn~ or 
m c a ~ u r i n g  insmmenr incorrccl and defective, hc shall refuse to sramp the 
samc wilh astampof verification and oblitcrale the denomination markon 
such wcight or measure. 

Power lo 
In>pr.cf. ttc. 

15. (1)  An Inspector may, within thc area under Ius jurjsdicdon, 
inspect, a1 sucli timcs as may be prescribed, k c  weights or measurcs or 
wcighing instrun~ents or mcasuring inslrurnenls which are used in 
transac~ions ' * * * * or are in  ~ h c  possession of any person or are on any 
premises for such use and may verify every such weight or mcasure or 
weighing insu-ument or measuring insrrurncn~ in  accordance wirh thc 
provisions of scclion 14. 

(2) An Inspcctormay, al such times as may be prescribed, require any 
pcrson ?[cngagcd in any Iransactio~] or any enlployec or agcnt of such 
person ro produce before him Tor inspection all wcights, nleasures, 
weighing insrrumenis and measuring instruments which arc uscd by him 
or are in  his possessinn or are kcpr on any ?premises uscd for any 
~ritnsaction] and all documcnrs and records rclnting thereto and such 
person, employcc or agenr shall comply with such rcquircmcnt. 

(3) An lnspeclec may scize any weight or measure or wcighing 
jnslrumcnl or measuring instrument regarding which an oKcnce under his 
ACI appcars 10 have been commitled or which appcars to have been, or 
which might be, u x d  in  the commission of such an offcnce, and may also 
seizc any article sold or dclivcred or caused to be sold or delivered which 
has bccn wcighed or mcosurcd by such weight or mcasurc or weighing 
inslrumcn~ or measuring ins~rumcn~ logether with any documen& or 
records rclating to [he transaclion. 

(4) Where an Inspeclor has reasons to belicvc lhat a sealed package or 
con~njncr purporting ro contain any net weight or mcasure oC any arlicle 
ordinarily sold by weigh1 o r  measurc does no1 actually conlain h e  net 
wcigh~ or measurc of rhc anicle which il purporls to contain, Ihe Inspector 
m y ,  in [he presence of witnesses, break opcn rhc sealed conlainer and 
verify its conten~s. 

'Tlic words "in rrndcorca~nnutsP' weeomitred by s. 7(1)afthciV~tBenpJ Slandards 
or Wcighis and hIwures (Eniorcen~ent) (A~ncdrncnr) Act, 1965 (West Bcn. Act X DF 
19651. 

'Thc $3 ~ r d s  ~ u i l l i i n  lhc s q u m  bnckcls wcrc subrtitu~cd Tor he words "enpgcd in any 
lndc of COIIIIIITCCL''' hy 7(2)(a), ibiii. 

,'The words t v i ~ h n  ~ h c  squaw br~cktts ncrc subsriturcd lor the words "prcmiscs uscd lor 
,*,,I., -- r,,m-..---'- I... -l,-,,,U.% : r . :  4 
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(Clmoprer 111.- Verificatio)~ arid Srarrryirrg of Weighrs mld 
Mcnsrtrcs.-Secrioll 16.) 

(5 )  If, on such verifica~ion, [he neI weight or measure of lhc ar~iclc is 
found ro bz c o ~ c c l ,  the Inspecror shall lender lhe [air price thcrcoiand may 
requirc a wrilten ackowledgment therefor. 

(6) If, on the other hand, the net weigh[ or measure of lhc nrdclc is 
found on such verification 10 be incorrect, the Inspector may scizc thc 
p a c k a ~ c  or container and thc aniclc con~ained therein, alter tendering the 
Ihir price [hereof where [he seizure is made from any person othcr lhan thc 
manufaclures, and may file a complaint against the manuiacturcr for 
contraven~ion of lhe provisions of sccrion 12. 

'(7) Before making any seizure under sub-scction (3) or undcr sub- 
section (6), the Inspeclor aboul to make thc scizure shall call upon rwo or 
more responsible pcrsons of rhc localily in which h c  scizure is made, to 
atrend and withncss thc seizurc and may issue an ordcr in wriling to [hem 
nr to any of thcm so to do. 

'(8) The scizurc shall bC made by dic Inspccror in the presence of such 
witncsscs and a scjzurc list, conraining rhc name nnd address of the person 
rram whom lhe seizure is made, the dale of the seizure, a shorl descriplion 
of [he weight, measure, weighing instrument, mcasuring insuumcnl, 
arricle, package or con~aincr scizcd, his own signalurc, thc signalurc of rhc 
person from whom scized, if avilililblc, and rhc signa~urcs ofrhe wi~nesscs, 
shall bc prcparcd in quadruplicate by thc Inspccror who shall thcreafier 
seal thc weight, mcxsurc, wcighing inskumcnr, mcasuring instumenl, 
nrticlc, packagc or conlnincr scized with his seal i n  dle presence of [he 
witncsscs and shall affix a hereto a copy of the seizure lisl. 

'(9) When any seizure is made under sub-sec~ion (3) or under sub- 
sccrion (6), the Inspecror shall bring or cause to be brought to his office thc 
scized weigh!, measure, weighing instrument, measuring instrumenr, 
arlicle, ~ackag'e or conlainer or, if [hat be not cnnvenienr, kccp ~ h c  samc in 
tbc custody of'lhe person from whom thc scizurc is mndc or or any olhcr 
person considcrcd fir by [he Ins'peclor upon such person furnishing a 
wrirten undcr~d ing  for [he produclion [hereof a1 [he office of the Inspec tor. 

'(10) Any person who, without reasonable cause, refuscs or neglec~s 
lo comply with an order issued by the Inspeclor under sub-scclion (7) to 
atrcnd cjr wilhness a seizure shall be deemed to have committed an offcncc 
undcr scclion 187 of the Indian Penal Codc. 

16. Evcry manufacrurer or repairer of, or dealer in, wcigh~s or ~,,r,,- 
I measurcs or wcighing instrumcnrs or mcasuring instruments, and every 1UmrS. C1C.q 

lo mairi~ain 
person using Lhcm in any transaction shall mainlnin such records and ,,,~,,,d 
nccounrs as may bc prescribed. docu~ncnrs. 

'Sub-sdcrions (7). (8). (9) md ( 10) icrc inscncd by s.7(3) olrhc \Val Bcngal SmdarJ 
of Wcighls and Measures (Enlorccmcn~) (Amcndmcn~) Ad. 1965 (West Ben. Acr X of 
, n r F >  
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(Cl~rrpier Ill.-Ver~jicuriotr arrd Stoslpilrg of CVeighrs arid Measrrres.- 
Secliu~rs 17, 18.-Ciruprer 1V.-Perra1ties.-Secrion 19.) 

17. ( I) I i ~ h c  Conlrollcr, a Dcpury Conlroller, an Assisran~Convoller 
or an Inspcclor- 

(a) refuses ~osrampany weighlormeasureor weighing ins~rurncnt 
or mcasuring inslrurnenl and obli~erales the rlenominalion 
mark i.Iicrcon undcr sub-scclion (3) of secrion 14, or 

(6) scizcs any wcight or nlcasure or weighing instrumeni or 
mcasuring insrrument or anicle under sub-section (3) of 
seclion 15, 

any person aggrieved by such refusal or seizure may, within sixty days 
horn Ihc date of such refusal or seizure, prefer an appeal,- 

(i) in the case 01 a refusal or seizure by the controller or by a 
Depuly Conrroller. lo the State Govemmenr; and 

(ii) in any  olhcr casc, to [hc Conlrollcr. 

(2) On rcccip~ of any such appeal, h e  appellale aulhority shall, a h  
giving thc appcllanr a reasonable opportunity of being hcard and aC~cr 
mnking such inquiry as iideems proper, decide rhe appeal and [he dccision 
or the appellate au~l~ority shall be final. 

Lcv).offccs. IS, The State Government may charge such Fces- 

(a) for the grant of licences under section 11, for manuiacturc, 
repair or sale of  weights and measures and weighing 
inslrurnenls and measuring ins~rurnents, and 

(b) for the verificarion, marking, and stamping of wcighrs and 
measures and weighing insirumcnts and measuring 
inslruments 

as may hc prcscribcd: 

Provided that rhe arnoun t of fees chargeible under this scciton shall in 
no case exceed '[five thousand rupccs]. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Pcnaltics. 

Pen~l ly  for 19. Whoevcr conrravcncs any of thc provisions ofscc[ion 9 shall, if 
conlrawn- 
tion d i h c  such cunrravcn~ion is in rcspccl or- 
provisions or 
x*clion 9. (1)  [he sale or delivery of a weight or measure or a weighing 

insrrument or a measuring instrument, bc punishablc wilh 
fine ~vhich may extend to two ~housand rupees; and 

'Tllc words wilhin i l ~ e  s q u m  bnckca were subs~iru~cd for thc words "two hundrcd and 
lilry rupccs." by s. 2 of the W c s ~  Bcogal Standards of \Veighrs and Measures 
r v - r  . ., . . -.., ...... . .. , n m ,  , , I - . . A n . -  A .. 7 7  - r  ,no,, 
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(2) the usc of any wcigh~  or measure or weighing inslrumcnt or 
rncasuring innrument in any [ransaclion, be punishable, lor 
a firs[ orrcncc, wid) finc which may extend ro one rhousand 
rupees, and for second fir subsequcnl offence, with 
imprisonment for aperiod whichmay cxtcnd to ~hree  mon~hs. 
or with Iinc which may extend lo lwo thousand rupccs, or 
wirh both. 

20. ( I ) Whocvcr has in his possession for usc in any  rans sac ti on, any 
w e i g l ~ ~  or mcasure or any wcighing inslrumen~ or measuring inswurncnl 
\vl~ich has nor been vcriiicd or re-verihed or slamped in accordance rvilh 
the pro\,isions of this Acrand the rules made lhereundcr shall bc punishablc 
Ior a first offence, with Iinc which may exlend lo one ~housand rupees, and 
Tor n second or subscqucnt ofrcnce, wilh inlprisonment for n pcricd which 
may exlend LO rhrcc months, or w i ~ h  fine which may cxrznd to [wo 
~housand rupees, or wirh both. 

Penalty Tor 
possession 
or 
u n s ~ m p c d  
weighw and 
Incasura for 
usc in 
rmsac~ions. 

(2) Whcn any such ~vcight or measure or wcighing instrunlent or 
meawing  instru~ncnlis round in the possession of any person. such person 
shall bc presumed, until thc conwary is proved, to have had it in his 
possession lor use in transacrions. 

(3) Whcrc an ofience punishablc undcr this section is commi~ted by 
[[an cmploycc or agent nT any person cngagcd in, or carrying on, any 
transaction] on bchalroi'[such person], unless he provcs thar thc ofrence 
was co~nrni~rcd by his employee or agenr withoul his knowledge and 
withoul his conscnl. and his employcc or agent by whom the offcnce was 
colun~itred, shall both he deemed to bc guil~y of [he offcncc. 

21. Wlioevzr nianufac~urcs, rcpairs, or sellsany weighlor rncasurc or rcnalry for 

weighing ins~run~cntor rneasuringinwurncnl, without o b e i n i n ~ u  licence ~~~.~~~~~ 
as required by scc~ion I I ,  shall be punishablc with imprisrbnment for a ctc.. without 
period whictl may cxtcnd 10 ~hree  months, or wirh linc, or with both. ' icCncC,  

22. Whoever conrnvcncs any direction conmind in a notificarion PtnaIty for 
issucd under sec~ion 7 shall be punishable w i ~ h  fine which may cxtcnd lo 

or 
LWO rhousand rupccs. m~,uure in 

conrnvcn- 
lion of 
dirccrion 
undcr 
scclion 7. 

'Thc words within thc s q u m  hnukcqs vrrr subs~i~u~ed for thc words "any cmploycc 
or agtnr uf ;l mdci' by s. 8(1) or rhc Wcs~ Bcngal S~andards of W C I ~ ~ L F  and Me3sum 
(Enlorcclucnl) (All~cndrnml) Act, 1965 (\Vest Bcn. Acr X or 1965). 

:The words within [he squm hnckcts were subsriruftd lor thc words "such indcf '  
hv s A l ? l  illid 
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t'tlialry fur 
rr~udulcnt 
usc or 
twigl~ts. 
I l l C 3 S U ~ R .  

CIC. 

- RnaIly for 
twin€ i? 
poss~5~rotl 
of b ls t  
rwiglir or 
IIISYUlt', ac. 

Pcnnlry for 
111ding or 
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23. Wliacvcr conlnvenes thc provisions oi scciton 12 shall be 
punishablc wilh Fine which may exrcnd 10 rwo ~housand rupecs. 

24. Whoever fraudulcn~ly uses any weight or measure or wcigbing 
i~istrumcnr or measuring insrrumenl knowing ir to be false shall bc 
punishable with imprisonment for a period which may cxtend l o  onc ycar, 
or wilh line. or with both. 

25. WIiocver is in possession of any weight or measurc or wciglung 
insuument or measuring Instrument which he knows robe false, inlcnding 
lhal the same may bc fraudulently used, shall be punishable with 
irnpnsflnmenc Torn period which may cxtend~o one ycaT, m will> line, or 
with bo~h. 

26. Wlloever makes, sells or disposes of or causcs to bc rnadc, sold 
disposcd of any false weight ar mea5urc or weighing instrument or 
~ncasuring instrument knowing ir 10 bc hlsc, i n  order that the same may be 
used as truu, or knowing that thc same i~ likely to be used as we, shall bc 
punishable wiih imprisonment for apehod which niay cxtend ro onc year, 
ur with finc, or with both. 

27. Whoever in sclling any article by wcight or measure, deIivers or 
ciluscs to br: Jclivercd lo rhc purchaser lcssthanwhar is purported labesold 
shall, if thc deficiency exceeds the prcscribed limit of error, be punishable 
with fine which may exrend lo three hundred rupecs. 

28. Whoever in purchasing any anicle by weight or measure, obtains 
iron1 [he seller more than what i s  purported ra be purchased shall, if  the 
cxcess cxcecds the prescribed limit oFerror, be purkishable wirh linewhich 
may cxtcnd 10 lhree hundred rupccs. 

29. (1) Whocvcr connted~its any srarnp uscd under [his Act for Ihe 
slamping of any weight or measurc or weighing inscrumcnt or memuring 
inslru~ncnt or possesses any such counterfeit skimp, or removes a sump 
iron1 any wveiphtormrasureor weighing instrument or measuring insmn~enl 
and vansfers the same into another wcighl or measure or weighing 
insrrurncnr or measuring instrument, or rvilfully increases or diminishes a 
wcigllt or mcasurc duly slampcd unda ~ h t  provisions of ihis Act, sha!\ bz 
punishnble with in~prisonmenr for aperiod which may extend lo one year, 
tlr ~ ~ r i l h  l i m p  or r ~ r i r l ,  hnrh 
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(2) Whoever knowingly uses, sclls, disposcs of or exposes forsale any 
wcighr or measure or wcjghing inskurnent or measuring inslrument 
slamped with such counterfeil stamp thcreon, or srampcd with ~ h c  slamp 
removcd from another weight or measure, shall be punishable with 
imprison~nen~ for a period which may extend to six months, or with finc, 
or wilh both. 

30. W~OCVCC- 
(a) rciusesor neglects to produce for inspection nndcrseclion 15, 

any weight or mcasure or weighing instrurncnt or measuring 
instnrment or any docurncnt or rccord, relating [hereto in his 
possession or on his premises, or 

(b) rcluscs to permit an Inspecror to inspect and vcriry any such 
wight ,  rneasurc, or instrument, or 

(c)  obslructs thc cnuy of an Inspecror under sccrion 15, or 
(d) otherwiseobsh-uctsor hindcrs an Inspecror i n Iheperfonnnncc 

OF his dulics under [his Act, '[or] 
=(e) fails or rziuses 10 produce any scizcd arlicle in compiiance 

with an undertdang furnished under sub-secrion (9) of 
section 15, 

shall bc punishable wirh fine which may cxtend 10 fivc hundred rupccs. 

Ptnal~y for 
ncg lm or 
rcrusal Co 
produce 
weight or 
I l I C i l s U r c ,  
CIC. rot 
i n s ~ c ~ i o n .  

31.  fan lnspcctorknowingly sramps aweigh[ or rneasureorwcighing PcnaIly for 

insirurnent or mcaruring inarumcnt in convavention of ihe provisions of ::&Of 

[his Act or or  thc rules made Ihcrcunder, he shall be punishable with l,,pclor, 
imprisonnicnt for a period which may extend to onc year. or wilh fine, or 
with both. 

CHAPTER V. 

Miscellaneous. 

32. No suil, proscculion or other lcgal proceeding shall lie agains~ thc Proleclion or 

Conudler or any Dcpury Control ler or any Assistant Conlroller or any !''%Aden 
Inspector or any other person appointed under this Act i n  respect oi' railh, 
anylhing which, in good fairh donc or intended to bc donc in pursuance of 
this Act or rhc rulcs made ~t~ereundcr. 

33. ( 1 )  Nocourl shall ~akecognizanceof an oifcncc punishable undcr Cognimcc 

this Acl cxccpl upon complaint in wriling made by thc Coniroller or any Orre"csb 
CIC. 

officer authorised in [his behalf by h e  Conlroller by gcneral or spccial 
order. 

'Thewad within the s q u a ~  bnckcrs wasinsend by s.9(1 )~FthelVcst B c n g d S l u ~ d d s  
of Weights and Mcasurcs (EnZorccmenl) (Amcndmcnr) Acr, 1965 ( W c s ~  Bcn. 
Act X or 1965). 
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(2) No coun inferior ro thar of a Presidency Magistrate or a Magi male 
of the first class shnll try any offence pur~ist~able undcr h i s  Act. 

34. A wcight or measure or weighing insmmenr or measuring 
instrument duly stamped under the provisions or this Act and the rulcs 
~nadc bercunder shall bc presumed ro be correct until i ls  inaccuracy is 
provcd. 

35. lie ~ontrollcr, every ~ e ~ u r ~  ~anLrollcr.every ~ s s i s ~ n n ~ ~ o n v o l l e r  . . . . .  . . . 
.... , , . - , - - 

. . . .  - - and every Inspcclorappointed under!his Act sllall be dcemed lo bea public 
. . .  - - . - .  

XLV n t  scrvanr within thc meaning of scction 2 1 of rhc Indian Penal Code. 
1860. 

'35A. An Tnspector shall have, far the purposc of ascer~aining [he true 
name and address or Ihe person from ~vllorn any nrricle has been seized ! 
under sccrion 15, all thc powers confcmd upon a policc officer by scction 
57 of thc Code ol  Criminal Procedure, 1898. AcrV of  I 

1898. 

36. ( 1) I~thepcrsoncommi~ring an offence punishable undcr this Act 
is a company. lhe cornpimy and every director, manager, sccrelary or agent 
of [he company, unless sucli director, managcr, secretary or agenr proves 
thaL the ol'fencc was comn~ilted wirhoul his knowledge or consent, shall be 
dcemed lo be gu~lty or the offence and shaIl be liable 10 be proceeded 
against and punished. 

(2) Notwi~hs~anding any~liing contained in sub-scction (1). whcrc an 
orfccnccpunishabIc under this Act has bccn comrnilted by a company and 
i r  is proved that ihe ofl'cnce has been commi!ted with the consent or 
connivance of, or is attributable to any neglecr on the part of, any other 
nfficcror person concerned in  the management of the company, such o h c r  
orficer or person shall also be deemed to bc guilty of that offcnce and 
shnll bc Iiable to he poceeded against and punished. 

Exp101rario1r.-For the purpose ofthis sccrion- 
(a) "company" means a body corporate and incIudes a firm or 

orhrr assocjntion 01 individuals; and 
(b) "director", in relauon to a firm, rncans a partner in the firm. 

37. Tlie Srare Governmenr may, by notification in h e  Oficial Gazerre, 
dircct that any powcr exercisable by ir under his Act or the rules made 
hereunder shall. in relauon to such rnatlcrs and subjccl to such cond~rions, 
as may be specified in the direcrion, be exercisable also by such oflicer or 
authority subordinarc la rhc Start: GovrmmenL as may bc specified in the 
notification. 
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EY of 1956. 38. Subjccl ro any rules that may bc made undcr h e  Standards of &legalion 

Weights and Measures Act, 1956, in this behalf, [he Sme Govcrnrnen~ OrpwCK- 

may prescribe the limits of crror which may be tolerated- 
(a) in working modcls referred 10 i n  seclion 3; 
(b) in  vcrificauon models referred lo in sec~ion 4; 
(c) in wcights and measures or in selling arriclcs by wcight or 

measurc generally or as rcgards any trade or class of trades; 
and 

(d) in weighing inslruments and measuring instrumcnrs. 

39. (1) The Srare Government may, by notificalion in Ihc Oficiul Power 10 
make rules. 

Coze~te, make 'rulcs lo carry oul [he purposes of this Act. 
(2) In parlicular, and without prejudice to the generaliry or thc 

foregoing porvcr, such rulcs may provide for all or any of  thc Ibllowing 
matters, narnc1y:- 

(a) the material of which and h e  designs and specifications 
according to which working models m a y  be rnadc, ~ h c  agency 
by which such models may be prcparcd, thc pcrson by whom 
or rhc auhoriry by which such models may be vcriiicd and 
stamped, [he places at which and [he cusrody and manner in 
which such mode15 may be kept; 

(b) themanner and proccdurc for the verificarion orre-veri ficauon 
and stamping or working modcls; 

(c) [he material of which and the dcsigns and spccificalions 
according 10 which verification modcls may bc rnadc, rhe 
pcrson by whom or [he authority by which such modcls may 
be stamped, [he places at which and the cuslody and manner 
in which such rnde l s  may be kept; 

(d) the manner and procedure for h c  verificauon orre-verification 
and stamping or verification models; 

(e) lhe manncr in which wcighing inslrurnenls and measuring 
insrruments may bc vcriiicd and slamped wirh stamps of 
verificalion and ncccssary parliculars regarding he same; 

(f) the manner in which dcnominarions may be marked on 
weights and measurcs and thc manncr in which weighls and 
mcasurcs may bc vcrificd and sra~nped with stamps of 
vcriiica~ion; 

(g) hc form in which, and the condidons subjecl LO which 
liccnscs may bc granted ro pcrsons for manufacture, repair or 
saIe of wcighrs and measures and weighing insrrumenrs and 
measuring inslrumenls, the procedure for granting liccnscs 
and thc authorities by which liccnscs may bc granled; 

'For thc Wcsl Bcngal SKu~danl or Weights and Mmurcs (Enforccmcnl) Rulcs, 1959, 
rnadc undcrs. 39 oflhr: Amsee  no~ifica~ionNo. 949-\V.M..dacd 28.8,59. publishdin rhc 
Crrlcurtu G(r:erre, Erfrnordi~luryof 1959, Pu1,pagcs 1839-1917, assubsequcnrly mcndcd 
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(11) thequaliiications, lunclionsandduties generally oiInspcctors 
nnd orher pcrsons appointed undcr sub-section (4) of sccrion 
13 of this ACL: 

(i) the period within which working modcls and weights and 
mcasurcs and wcighing insrrumenls and measuring 
instruments are io bc rc-vcritied; 

(j) inspection ofweighrs and rncasures and wcighinginstrun~ents 
and measuring insrrua~en~s used in rransaclions ' * * ' * *; 

(k) thc seizure and disposal of weights and rncasurcs which are 
no1 authorised by [his Act; 

(1) the books. accounls and records rclating to weighs and 
measures and wcighing insrrumcnts and measuring 
inslru~ncnts to be main~ained and thc manner in which h c y  
may bc maintained or produced; 

(rn) the form and manner in which appeals may be prefcrrcd 
=[under sub-scction (3) of section 1 1 or] under seclion 17 and 
rhe procedure for hcaring appeals; . 

(n) the fcts which may becharged ror [hcgranl of licenses undcr 
section 1 1 and for verificalion, rc-verilica~ion and stamping 
of weighls and measures and wcighing inslrun~ents and 
mcasuring inslrumcnts and the collection and levy of [he 
same; 

(0) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prcscribcd. 

(3) In making any rule undcr this scction the State Govcrnmcnt may 
provide [hat a breach thereof shaIl be punishable with fine which may 
extend to five hundrcd rupees. 

(4) The powcr to make rules under this seclion shall be subject to the 
candir ion of  previous publication in the Oficial Gazerte. 

( 5 )  All rulcs made under tlus section shall, as soon as rnay bc, alter 
rhey are madc, bc laid before the Stalc Legislature. 

>40. Nothing in this Act shall apply lo weights or measures or  
wcighing instrunlenrs or mcasuring inslrumencs uscrl by or in any unit or 
estnblishment of the naval, military or air forces or any other armed forces 
of the Union relerred to in cntry 2 of List I of die Sevcnlh Schedule to the 
Constitulion of lndia. 

'Thewords"in rmdcorco~n~ncrce"wcreomir~cd bys. I I(l)ollhc\Vc5tBengd S ~ a n d d s  
or Wcighrs and M c a u ~  (Eolorccmcn~) (Amendment) Act. 1965 (WCSL Ben. Acr X of 
1965). 
'Thc words. figurns and bockzts wirhin the squm bnckcrs wcre inscrlcd by s.1 I(?), ilrid. 
1". .- .n h .  .. > -  . . 




