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West Bengal Act XXIV of 1958' 

THE WEST BENGAL ANTI-PROFITEERING 
ACT, 1958. 

~ I E N I I E D  . . . . Wcst Bcn. Act XXXlV of 1963. 

AII A d  lo preverrt pmfireer-i11g irr ccrtnirr nrticles iu doi/y use. 

WHEKLIS i t  is cxpcdicnt in Ihe pubiic inlcrcsl lo prcvenr prof leering 
in ccr~ain arricles in daily usc: 

I! is hereby enac~ed in thc Ninlh Year o f  the Republic of India, by 
rhe Lcgislalure of West Bcngnl, as ro1lows:-. 

1. ( I )  This Act may bc called the Wesl Bengal Anti-prolileering Shon 1i1Ic. 
ACI, 1958. and cnrcnl. 

(2) It cxtcnds lo the wholc of Wesl Bcngal. 

2. In this Acr, unless lhcrc is nnylhing rcpugnanl in the subject or Dslinilions. 
contzxL,- 

(a) "dcaler" means any pcrson carrying on thc business of 
selling any schcdulcd ar~icle, and includcs n producer, 
importer, wholesaler or retailer; 

(b) "imponcr" mcans any person who brings any schedulcd 
articlc inlo rhc Slate of West Bengal from any place ou~sidc 
thc Stale fur the purpose o f  sale in [he Slate; 

(c) "producer" means a pcrson engaged in the producrion, 
manufaclure or processing of any scheduled nr~iclc; 

(d) "profiteering", with its grarnnlalical varinlions and 
cognate expressions, mcans h c  sale by a dcalcr of any 
scheduled article ar a price or rate highcr than h a t  fixed 
under scclion 3; 

(e) "retailer" mcans a person who sclls any schedulcd article 
to a consumer nol being a dcalcr; 

(0 "scheduled aniclc" mcans an ariiclc specified in [he First 
Schedule; and 

(g) "wholesaler" means n dealer who selIs any scheduled article 
to an): or hcr dcaIcr. and includes a brokcr, commission agenl 
or any other ngcnl having authority ro scll any schedulcd 
ilrlicle belonging 10 his principal. 

'For Sl3tclncnl of Objccrs and Rexons, ser thc Cutclrlm Gnrtrrr. E~~ruordirlny, ddtcd 
the 6th Uccernkr. 1958. Pan IVA. page 5674; Tor proceedings or thc ii'cst Rcngal 
Lcgislntivr. As~trilbly, Jec rhc proceedings of the meetings or thx Assembly hcld on rltc 
1 lIh, ?Oh, 17nd. ?3rd. 7 7 h  and 24th Dcccmbcr, 1958: and for procrcd~ngs or iltc Wcsl 
Bzngal Lcgislaltvr Council, set the proccudings o i  rhe nmcctings of thnl Council hcld on 
r l w .  7 n r l  ~ n r l  hrh Iqnl l -n .  1959 
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3. (1 ) The Statc Govcmment may, by order notified in the O@ciai 
Gazene, fix in respecr oi any scheduled arliclc the maximum pricc or 
rate wluch may bc charged by a dealcr or thc minimum price which i s  
10 bc paid by a purchaser. 

(7) Any order madc undcr sub-seclion ( 1 )  may fix the maximum 
priccs or ralcs or the minimum price 10 be paid by lhc purchaser for !he 
samc description of schedulcd articles diHtrentIy in diCreren t locali~ies 
or for dilTcrcnt classes of dealcrs. 

4. Any dcaler who, profiteers in any scheduled arliclc shall be 
punishable w i h  rigorous imprisonmcnt which may extend to two years 
or with fine or with borh, and 'Ithe entire stock of any schedulcd anicle 
in respec1 of which] the oFfence has bccn committed or such part thereof 
as lo [he courl may seem fi~ shall bc forfeiled 10 the Govcmment. 

5.  ( 1 )  Any dcalcr who, wilhour reasonablc excuse,- 

(a) refuses to sell any scheduled article, or 
(b) rerusts to sell any schedulcd aniclc at the price or rate fixcd 

in respcct thereof under seclion 3, 
shall be punishablc with rigorous imprisonment which may cxlend to 
two years or wirh fine or with b o h .  

Exp1anaiio11.-Thc possi bilj ty or expeclalion of obhining a hjghcr 
price for a scheduled article a! a l ~ l c r  date shall no1 bc deemed 10 be 
a reasonabIe excuse for h e  purposes 01 this section., 

(2) Any purchaser who purchases any scheduled article ar any pricc 
less than Ihc minimum price fixed herdor under section 3 shall be 
punishable with rigorous imprisonmcnt which may extend to two years 
or wilh fine or with both. 

6. ( 1 )  Evcry dcnlcr shall on requisition by an oFficer duly auhariscd 
in this behalf by thc Statc Government by ordcr notified in the Oficial 
Gazette, submit to him in h e  form specified in (he Second Schedule by 
such dare and relaling to such pcriod as may be mentioned in the 
requisition, rcrurns of stocks of any scheduled arricle acquired, held or 
sold by hirn. 

(2) Evcry dealer, unless excmprcd by an order made i n  chis behalr, 
shall- 

(a) kcep in h e  form spccificd in the Third Schcdulc a uue 
account of any schcdulcd article acquired. hcld or sold by 
him nfter the comrncnccment of this Act; 

'Subsu~u~ed lor rhc words *any~schedule~ miclc in rcspect ol which" by s. 2 ufihc . "  7 . r . .  '- - , . - . . .  , m r -  ..... - . ..-r.7-. 
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(Sections 7-10.) 

(b) display in his placc of business in a prominent manner so 
as lo be open to public view, a list of those scheduled arricIcs 
intended Tor sale h e  prices or ratcs of which have been fixcd 
under secbon 3 in rcspect of such dcalcr, with the prices of 
rates, so fixed i n  rcspect thereof; 

(c) lurnish to any officer referrcd to in  sub-section ( 1 ), or any 
policc officer referred to in sub-seclion (2) of scction 9. any 
informalion in respect of thc acquisition or salc by him of 
any scheduled article mentioncd in clause (b); 

(d) makc available to any oficer mentioned in clause (c) for his 
inspcctian such accounts, registers, vouchcrs or other 
docurncots relating lo h e  import. producdon, purchase or 
salc or any scheduled article menrioned in clause (b) or 
malrcrs connecled ihcrcwith as may bc rtquired by him. 

7. When any police officer not bclow the rank of a Sub-lnspeclor 
of Police has reasonable grounds for bclicving lhal lherc has been a 
concravenrion o i  any of the provisions 01' this Act. such oCficcr may, afrer 
rccarding in wriung thc grounds of his belief, at all reasonable hours 
enter and search any placc where a dealer kccps, or is for the timc being 
keeping, any scheduled arliclc, accounls, regislca, vouchers or ohcr  
documenrs rcrcrrcd to in clausc Ed) ol sub-secuon (2) of secljon 6 and 
if necessary inspect, seizc or relain all or any ol h e m  for so  Iong as hey 
may bc rcquired for my invcstigalion into any offence under this Act. 

- 8. Any dealer who bils to comply with any of rhc provisions of 
section 6 or with a requisilion issued thereunder or obsrrucls any oKicer 
in the cxcrcise of his powcrs under section 7 shall be punishable wilh 
rigorous imprisonment which may cxtend to six months or with finc or 
w i h  both. 

Posvcr to 
scmh and 
scizc. 

Pcnalry Tor . . 

conln- 
vcn~ion o i  
seaion 9 
or xclion 7. 

9. ( [ I  All orfences punishablc under [his Acl shall be cognizablc. 
~ ; ~ ~ c ~ '  
and mr (2) Any police officer not below the rank of a sub-lnspcctor of ,,ilhoul 

Police may arrest wjrhoul warran1 any person against whom a rcnsonable w-nl. 

complain[ has been madc or credible infomadon has been rcocived of  
his having bccn concemcd in any of Ihe offences punishablc under this 
Act. 

10. No suit, prosecution or olhcr legal proceeding shall lie against Indemnity. 

any public scrvant for anything which is in good faith done or jnlended . . . . .  . 
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(Secrio~u 11 -1 3 atrd rlre First Sched~rle.) 

11. Thc Stmc Govcmment may, with ihe previous approval of h e  
Ccntral Governmcnl, by order notified in [he Oficial Gazette, Iadd lo 

the First Schcdulc any orher arlicle of daily use, and hereupon [hat 
ScheduIc shall bc dccmed to be amended accordingly and the arricle so  
added shall -be deemed to bc a scheduled ariicle within he meaning of 
[his Acl. 

12. IC any ordcr controlling the price of any essenual commodity 
wirhin rhe meaning of the Essential Commodilies Act, 1955 has been x o f  1955. 

. . .  . . 
. . .  madc bcforc he commencement of this Act or is madc alkr  such . . .  .. . 

commencement and such csscntial comrnodi~y is a scheduled arricle 
wirhin [tic meaning of this Acl and h e  order so made exlends to the Slak 
of W c s ~  Bcngal or any part thereof, hat order shall havc cffcct in the 
State ar pact thereof, as the case may be, nolwichstanding anyhing 
inconsistcnl therewith conlained in this Act or any order madc thercundcr. 

13. (I) The West Bengal Anti-profiteering Ordinance, 1958 is hcrcby wcst Bcn. 

repealed. Ord. 1X of 
1958. 

(2) Anyhing done or any aclion taken under the W e s ~  Bengal And- 
profiteering Ordinancc. 1958 shall be deemed lo have been done or 
laken under [his Acr as if chis Aci had comrncnced on the 22nd day of 
October, 1958. 

 ST SCHEDULE. 

[See section 2(F) and seclion 1 I.] 

(I) Rice and rice in the husk. 
(2) Whcat and whear products. 
(3) Pulscs. 
(4) Spjccs. 
(5) Ediblc oil. 
(6) Sugar. 
(7) Baby food. 
(8) Paper. 
(9) Drugs and medicine. 

(10) Skimmed milk powder. 

(1 1) Kerosene. 
'(12) Fish. 

- 

'lrcm "( 12) F i s h  w a  addcd by no~ifimuon No. 3705 Fish. dxed the 301h Seprernber. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 

[See seclion 6(1).] 

Form of Return of Stocks for the period from .............. to .......... 

Namc of dealer ......................................................................... whether producer, imponer, 
wlioIcsaIer or rerailcr. 

Addrcss of place of business ......................................................................................... 
. . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . .  Description Srocks held at Stocks subse- Slocks sold Stocks hcld 

of scheduled the beginning quently dur ing~he al thcendor 
aniclc. or thc pcriod. acquired wirh period togerher the period 

datc and pricc with the darc (cxccpr in 
of acquisirion of salc, thc sale thc casc of 

and names price and the retailers). 
and addresses names and 

of persons addresses of 
from whom pcrsons ro 

acquired. whom sold 
(except in h e  

casc of salt by 
rerailers). 

THRD SCHEDULE. 

[See section 6(2)(a).] 

Form of Account of Stocks. 

Name of dealer.. ....................................................................... w h e h  producer, imporler, 
wholesaler or retailer. 

Address of placc of business ......................................................................................... 

Stocks held S~ocks subse- 
when ACL quenlly acquired 

comes into with date and 
force. price of acquisi- 

tion md namcs 
and addresses 

of persons from 
whom acquired. 

Srocks sold rogether Stocks held 
with the dale of at the cnd or 

sdc, thc salc pricc cach day 
and the namcs and (cxcepl in 

addresses of persons the case of 
ro whom sold (except rerailcrs). 

in the case of saIe 
by retailers). 




