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West Bengal Act XXVII of 1958' 

THE DURGAPUR (DEVELOPMENT AND 
CONTROL OF BUTLDING OPEICATTIONS) 

ACT, 1958. 

lJOrh April. 1959.1 

Art Act ro prnvide for rltc piocrrrned developr/ret~r of; a/ld rlre conlrul of 
brrilditrg operario~ts in, Drrrsaprrr: 

WHERFAS i t  is expcdicnl in tbc public inlercs~ to provide for the 
planned dcvelopmenl of, and [he control of building operalions in. 
Durgopur with a view to securing orderly dcvelopn~cnt of the area and 
Tor certain olhcr matlers connccled thercwith; 

11 is hereby cnactcd in [he Tcnth Year of ~ h c  Republic of India, by 
 he Lcgisla!urc of Wesl Bengal, as follows:- 

I. (1 ) This Acl may bc called [he Durgapur (Devclopmenl and Shon tjrk, 
Control of BuiIding Operations) Act, 1958. cxlrnt and 

coIiIiiwncc- 

(7) I[ extends to h e  whnlc of Durgapur area. mcnr. 

(3) Ic shall come inlo ?force on such day as  he Stale Government 
may, by nolificalion, appoint. 

2. In his Act, unless lhcre is anything repugnanl in the subjcc~ or T)cfinilions, 
conlex1,- 

(a) "arncni~y" includcs roads, warer suppIy, sirccr lighling, 
dninnge. sewerage, public parks, conservancy or any other 
convenience which [he SMe Government may, by 
nolilication, spcciry to be an amenity for thc purposes of 
this Act; 

(b) "building" means any smucturc or erection intcnded to be 
used for residential, conunercial. indus~ial orothcr purposes, 
whelher in acrual usc or not; 

(c) " d e ~ e l ~ p m e n l "  means lhc carrying out of building, 
cngineering, or other operations in, on. over or under land 
or h e  making of any material change in any building or land 
hut does not include undcrground mining operarions; 

'For Sla~ernenr or Objecw and R a o n s ,  see Ihc Colcurru Guzerle. f i r r ( ~ o d i ~ u r r y ,  of 
the 1Mh Dcccrnbcr, 1958. Pm IVA, page 5693; Tbr pmcccdings or thc W c s ~  Bcngal 
Lrgislaiivc Assembly. J@f! rhr: pmcecdings of  ihe nrcling a I  h a 1  Assembly held on the 
30111 Ikcember. 1958: and Tor prooxding or ~ h c  l c s r  Bengal Lcgislauve Council, Jee 
~ h c  proceedings or he nuc~ing or Lhar Council hcld on  he 5th Fcbruuy. 1959. 

'This ACI camc inro force wirh rlTect iron) thc 151h July. 1959. Kdc nolifiwuun 
No 779hrnPAN.llS9. daled lhc 6rh Julv. I959, oublisw in thc Calcuurru Gazerre ol1959. 
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- - -  . .  . - . -  . (Sectiorrs 3, 4.)  . . . . . . . , . . - - .  . . . .  
. . 

. . . . .  . 
. . 

. . .  . . .  . , , .  - 
- - .  , ,  

(d) "Durgapur" or "Durgapur area" means the area comprised 
wilhin ~ h c  policc-slations of  Kanksa, Faridpur and Ondal in 
[he dislrict 01 Burdwan and such other contiguous area, if 
any, as the Slate Governmen1 may from to cirnc by 
notification, specify and includes, for thc purposc of scction 
9, any other land in West Bengal referred to in thc said 
sccrion; 

(c) "notificalion" means a notificalion publishcd in chc Oficial 
' Guzetre; 

( f )  "prescribed" incans prescribed by regulations made under 
this Act. 

3. The Slare Government shall, as soon as may be a k r  the 
commencement of [his Act, consfirurc, by notificarion, for the purposes 
of [his Act an aulhorily lo be callcd rhc Durgapur Dcvcloprncn~ Au~hority 
(hereinafter in this Acl referred to as Lhc Authorily) consisting of as many 
members as the Stale Governmenr may dcterrninc. 

4. ( I )  The Slate Government may, in consultation wirh he Aurhoricy, 
by notification issued in this behalf, give such direclions as i! may 
considcr necessary in relation to Durgapur or any part [hereof regarding 
any one or more of the following mattes, namely:- 

(a) the division of any sile in to areas for [he erection of buildings 
generally or buildings of any pmicular class or classes; 

(b) h e  reservation of land for roads, open spaces, gardens, 
recreation grounds, schools, markels and other public 
purposes; 

(c) rhc developmenl O F  any site inlo a township; 

(d) the erecrion or buildings on any sile and the arneniues to 
be provided therein; 

(e) h e  ereclion of shops, workshops, warehouses, facrories, 
offices, induslriat or commercial establishmenb or godowns 
on any site; and 

( f )  any olher maucr which is necessary for [he planned 
developmenr of such area, including the conslruciion by [he 
Aulhoriry of buildings wirh necessary amenilies. 

(2) If [he Slale Govcrnmcnl is satisfied thar any person affecled by 
any direclion contained in any norilication issued under sub-secuon (1) 
is unable to comply wilh it, the Stale Government shall, on an application 
by such person, acquire the land owned by him for the purposes of [his 
Act and pay compensation therefor in accordance with h e  provision of 

. - . . . . . - 
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5. No pcrson shall underlake or carry out ~ h c  development of any Conlrol or 

site or erca  any building in any area in Durgapur in respec1 o l  which ~~~~~~~ 
any directions have been given by a nolificarion under section 4, cxcepl building 
in accordance w i ~ h  such direcuons and with the previous permission in 0~m' i0ns5 .  

writing of rhc Authorily. 

6. Every person sccking pcrmission rcrcrrcd ro in secton 5, sllall Appliwlion 
make an application in writing to [he Aurhority in such from and coniaing pcrmission. 

. - . . . . .  . such parliculars as may hc prcscribcd. 
. . 

(2) On rcccipl of such application thc Aulhorily, aficr making such . . . .  . . .  . 

enquiry as i t  considers ncccssary, shall, by ordcr in writing, either granl 
[he permission or reruse ir, recording in hc casc of rcfusal [he reasons 
therefor. 

(3) Any pcrson aggrieved by an order of Lhe Authorily under sub- 
secrion (2).rcfusing pcrmission may, within lhircy days from [he date of 
thc communicadon of such ordcr to him, prefer an appeal lo the State 
Governmenl. 

(4) No appeal shall lie against the order of [he Slale Governrnenl. 

7. Where any building is being or has been erected in contraven~ion p,,~,, 1, 

of h e  provisions of seclion 5, [he Authority may, afrer giving the owner dcm01i5h 
building, 

of such building an opportunity of being heard, make an order direcling 
the demolilion of the building by [he owner within such period as may 
be a specified in the order and, in default, rhe Authority may irsclf cffccl 
the demolition and the cost  hereof shall bc rccovcrabIc by h e  Aurhorily 
from rhc owncr of ~ h c  building as a public dcmand. 

8. Where any building has been wholly or panialy erected beFore Power ro 

this Act comes inlo force, which is nor in conformity wi!h ihe directions ~~~~~$ 
given by a molifica~ion under seclion 4 a€!er this Act comes into force, crccrcd 

the Srate Government may make an order direcling !hat such building F2m"r 
shall i f  possible be al~ered so as 10 conform to such directions or 
demolished by h e  owner thereof within such lime m may be specified 
in lhc order, and on the failure of h e  owner to comply with rhe order, 
h e  Sra!c Government may cause the building lo bc demolished and 
the expcnscs [hereor shall be recoverable from the owncr as a pubIic 
demand: 

Provided t h a ~  no such ordcr shall bc made untcss Lhc owncr has 
bcen given a reasonable opportunily of bcing hcard: 

Provided further [hat when an order of demolition of any building 
is made under this seclion, here  shall be paid to [he owner of the building 
such compcnsauon ror [he value of !he building less the probable price 
of the marcrials rcmovcd by the owner as the S!ale Government may 
. I - ,  ,...... :..- I.., , - . I - .  ...... I- :.. ,!.I- L.I.-1,- 
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9. ( I )  Thc Srale Governmcn~ may. bc ordcr made in this behalf, 
empower thc Aulhoriq or any other person or officer lo lay down, placc, 
mainrain, alter, remove or repair any pipcs, pipc-lines, supply-lincs, pos& 
or olher appliances or apparalus for thc maintenance of supplics and 
services essential to the lirc of thc community, inchding supplies of 
gas, watcr and clcctricity, in,  on, under, over, along or across any land 
wi~hi11 Durgapur and also, in conlinuation of any pipes, pipe-lines, 
supply-lines, posrs or orllcr appliances or apparalus Iaid down, placed 
or tnainlained within Durgapur, in, on, under, over, along or  across any 
olhcr land in West Bengal. 

(2) rile Aurhority or such pcrson or officer, as rhc case may be, 
may at any rimc enter upon such land for the purposcs specified in 
su b-section (I ). 

(3) While cxercising any powcr confcrrcd upon [he Aurhority or any 
other pcrson or officer under sub-scction ( l ) ,  the Aulhori~y or such 
pcrson or oficer, as the case may be, shall cause as Iirtlc damage as 
possiblc to property, and full compcnsalion to al l  persons in[ercstcd for 
any damagc sust~incd by them in conscqucnct: o f  the excrcisc or such 
powcr ns arorcsaid shall be paid- 

(i) in the casc or cxcrcise of !hose powcrs by lhe Aulhori[y or 
a n y  pcrson or officer under thc cmploy~nent of thc 
Authoriry.-by [he Aulhoriry, and 

(ii) in the casc of exercise of rhosc powcrs by any person or 
officer not under the employmcnl of the Authority,-by !he 
Slate Government. 

LO. ( I )  If any dispute arises ns lo rhe amount or rhc compensation 
payable under [he second proviso lo seclion 8 or under sub-section (3) 
of scclion 9, or as lo the pcrson cntilled to receivc (hc same, or as lo 
thc apponionmcnt of such compcnsnrion among diffcrenl claimanls, the 
disputc shall be referred by lhc State Government or thc Aulhority, as 
thc casc may bc, to 111e District Judgc having jurisdiction ovcr [he area 
i n  which the building or thc land is si~ualed and shall bc decided by him. 

(2) Thcrc sball be no appeal againsl the decision of the Dislrict 
Judge. 

11. (1) Any pcrson who undeaakcs or carries out rhc dcvclopmcnl 
of any sile or erects any building in contravention or thc provisions of 
scclion 5 shall, without prcjudicc to any action ~hak may be taken under 
section 7, be punishable with line which may extend to onc lhousand 
r l ln""P  
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(2) Any person who, without lawful excuse. obsrruc~s lhc Authori~y 
or pcrson or officcr, as [he case may be, i n  rhc cxcrcisc of ~ h c  powers 
conferred upon i t  or him, under sub-seclion ( 1 )  or sub-scclion (2) of 
section 9 shall be punishable wirh fine which may cxrcnd 10 fivc hundrcd 
rupees. 

(3) No C o u r ~  inrerior to [hat of a magisunlc of thc Lrsr class shall 
u-y an offencc punishable under [his secdon. 

(4) No proseculion for any olfcncc pinishablc under this section 
shall bc instituted except wjrh the previous sanction of the Stale 
Government or an orficer authodsed by lhe S I ~ I C  Govcrnmcnl in this 
behalf. 

12. Withour prejudice lo [he provisions of sub-sccrion (2) of seclion 
4, if thc Sraic Government is satisfied [hat any land within Durgnpur is 
needed for any public purpose, the Slate Gavernmenr may, subjcc~ 10 
payment of compcnsalion for the land. acquire such land in accordance 
w i ~ h  the provisions of any law for the time being in force: 

Provided thai- in dclcrmining the amount of compensalion payablc 
for any such land thc rollowing principles shall be raken inlo 
consideralion,- 

(i) the valuc of thc land shall not in any case, exceed irs markcl- 
value as on the 1st day of Jnnuxy, 1955, and 

(ii) no such sum as is rcfcrrcd to in sub-section (2) of seclion 
23 of the Land Acqujdlion Acl, 1894 shall hc included in 
lhc compensalion. 

13. ( 1 )  The Aulhori~y niny with [he previous approval of !hc Stwc 
Govcrnmen!, by nolificalion, make 'regulalions to carry out [he purposcs 
oi  [his Act. 

(2) I n  parlicular and wi~hout prejudice lo ~ h c  gcncrality of thc 
foregoing powcr, such rcgularions may provide for all or any or Ihc 
lollowing rnasllea. nmc1y:- 

(a) the calling and holding of meetings of the Authority, the 
lime and place of such meetings, ~ h c  procedure ro be followed 
by the Authority, [he conduct orthc buisness robe transacted 
by the Auil~orily and rhc numbcr of ihc members necessary 
to form n quarum; 

(b) thc principles in accodance wilh which permission rclcrred 
to in section 5 may be granted; 

(c) the form oF application and h e  parliculars rercrrcd ta in 
sub-secrion ( I )  of secdon 6. 

Gcncnl 
powcr lo 
acquirc land 
for public 
purposc. 

'For llic Durgapur (Developmcn~ and Control or build in^ Opnnons) R~gulauons. 
1960, sec no~ifica~ion No. 84141DPM9-260. ddatcd rhc l01h Ocrokr. 1960. published in 


