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West Bengal Act XVI of 19601 
THE WEST BENGAL ALIENATION OF LAMI 

(REGULATION) ACT, 1960. 

An A ~ I  to regrrlate [lie alienrrtia~~ of lar~d i r r  cerrair~ cases. 

WHEREAS it I S  expedient i n  the public intcrcst 10 provide for the 
rcgula~ion of land in cenajn cnscs; 

11 is hereby enacred in ~ h c  Elcventh Year of the Repubt ic OF India, by 
the Legislature o i  Wcst Bcngal, as fo1Iows:- 

1. ( I )  This ACL may be called the West Bcngal Alienation of Land 
(Re~ula~ion) Acl, 1960. 

(2) It extends to h c  whole of West Bengal. 

(3) It shall ?apply in thc Lrsr instance 10 the dis~rict of Darjccling, 
but the Stntc Government may, from rime to rimc. by notification in [he 
Oflciul Go2elre. apply it In such othcr mca or arcas as may be specified 
in such nolification. 

2 In lhis Acl, unless there is anylhing rcpugnanr in h e  subject or 
COntCX~,- 

( I )  "alienation" in relalion lo any land means  he rransfcr, by 
SPIC, morlgagc, lease, exchange, gill, wi l l  or olhcrwisc, of 
such land; 

(2) "land includes buildings or smclures [hereon and any right 
thcrcin; 

(3) "prescribed" means prescribed by rulcs mndc by [he Slate 
Government under this Acl. 

3. Thc provisions of [his Act shall havc clfcct notwithsianding 
an ylhing to the conlrary contoincd in any orher law for the lime being in 
rorcc or in any conlracl, exprcss or implied, or in any inslrumenl. 

'For Siaielnent of Objects and Rmons. see thc Calclrtta Gazetre. firrnodi~rary of 
the 29th August, 1960, Part IVA, p>ge 2069: lor proceedings of rhc Wcsr Bcngal 
Legislative Assembly, scc thc procrrdings of ihe ~neeiing of ihar Asscmbly hcld on 
the 2nd Sepien~bcr, 1960: and fur!he pmrrdings ol thc see rhc proceedings o f  [he \Vesi 
Bcngal Lcgisl~vcCouncil.see thcprucvcdings o f t k  mt ingo l  thal Cmuncil hcld on thc 5th 
Scptcrnkr. 1860. 

'For application or the Acr in the dis~ricrs or Jalpaiyri and Cooch-Behar 
norification No. 260U-L. Ref., dated the 8th February, 1967, published in thc 

Shon titlc, 
csisnl and 
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4. No pcrson shall, wirhow the previous sanction of  tlie Sia~c  
Goverc~~nent obraincd in such ~ ~ ~ n n n c r  as may be prescribcrl, makc any 
aliena~ion of any land i n  favour o l  any pctson when sucll pcrson is- 

(1) an individual who is not a cirizen of India. or 
(2) a body corpornlc or Firm, of which ~ h c  rnxjorily of the 

dirccrors, shareholders or partners, as the cnsc miiy bc, are 
no1 cilizcns or Indin, or which i s  formed and regis~crcd 
au~sidc  India. 

5. Tlh: sanclion rekrred to in sec~ion 4 may be wirhhcId if- 

( [ )  thc iransrcrce is, in d ~ e  opinion of 1l1e Slate Govcrnmcnl, 
unsui~ablc, cir 

(2) rhc arca proposed to be alicnatcd exceeds such limit as may 
bc prcscribed having rcgard 10 [he availnbili~y of land in  he 
localily for rhc use of  [he proplc of [he locality, or 

(3 )  the proposcd alicnution is, in rhc opinion o f  the Srarc 
Govcrnmenl, prejudicial LO [he public intercsi. 

6. ( 1 )  Any alienation of any land made in con~ravenlion of the 
provisions of sec~ion 4 sllall bc void and of no c i rcc~ and thc land so 
alienated shall vesl in !he Statc Govcrnment from [he darc or aliena~ion 
rrce from all incumbrances. 

(3) Thc Collector may, a i m  giving rtic panics an opportunily of 
bcing heard, by urdcr,- 

(a) direct any pcrson in whnse possession or canlrol any land 
or p:irl of land vcstcd in the Slalc Govcrnnienl under 
sub-scclion ( I )  may bc lo deliver possession thereof to 
[lie Slalc Government, 

(h) impose on thc rransferor a penalty which may anlounr [a 
double 111c considcrarion for which such Iand was alicna~cd, 
and 

(c) iF, in the opinion of the Collector. thcre are circumstanccs 
jus~irying n relund or  rhc consideralion, if  any,  paid by rhc 
transfcrcc in rcspecr of such land, allow LIIC transfcrcc such 
refund. 

(3 )  Tl~c pcnalty i~nposcd under clausc {b) or sub-seclion (2) shall be 
rccoverablc as an arrear ol Iand revenue payablc lo the Collecror. 

7. (1) On the jssuc by the Colleclor 01 an order under clausc (L) of 
sub-section (2) oi secrion 6 dirccdng [he delivcry or possession o f  any 
land or part or land to ~hc  Slate Governmcn~, any person in whose 
poswssion or con~rol such land or part may bc. shall forlhwith deliver 
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(2) 1 F any person reruses or fails lo comply wir h [he provisions of 
sub-suction (I) ,  [be Collector shall,- 

(a) i T  hc i s  a Mngisuarc, cnforcc thc dclivery 10 the Stalc 
Governmen1 of possession of the land or pan of land in respecl 
or which such rcfusal has been made or failure has been 
committed, or 

(b) if he is not a Magistratc, apply to a Magistratc or, within thc 
RL'II. nct IV [own of Calcutta as dehned in  section 3 ofthe Calcutla Police 
or 1866. Act, 1866. to the Commissioner of Police, and such 

Magislratc or Commissioner, as the case may be, shall enforce 
thc delivery to the Slate Government of possession of such 
land or part or  land. 

(3) Whoever refuses or wilfully obs[ructs the delivery to the State 
Government of possession of any land or par1 of land, delivery of 
possession whereof to Lhe State Government has been direcled by the 
Collccror by an ordcr undcr clausc (n) of sub-sccrion (2) of scclion 6, 
shall, on convicrion heiorc a Magistralc, hc punishahlc, without prcjudicc 
ro any other penalty 10 which he may be liable under any other law for 
the lime being in force, with fine which may eslend to lwo thousand 
rupces. 

8. Any land vesred in [he Stale Government under sub-secrion ( I )  Disposal of 
of section G shall be dealt with and disposed of by [he State Government t;lt;~rcd 
in such manner as may be prescribed. Govcmrnen~ 

under 
section 6(1). 

9. Thc Statc Covcrnmcnt may, by no~i t ica~ion in  ihc Oficiul ~~~~~" 
Gazerre, direct that [he powers exercisable by it under ihis Acl shall, in 
such circumstances and undcr such condilions. if any, as may bc spccificd 
in thc notifica~ion, bc cxcrcisablc also by an officer subordinate to it. 

, . . . 
. . 

. . 

10. No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Stale hdcmnity. . . . . , . , ,  . . 

. - Government, any officer subordinale to it or any ollier person for any 
damagc causcd or likely LO be caused or any injury suffered or likely lo 
bc suffered by virtue of any provision of this Act or for anything in good 
faith done or intended lo be done in pursuance of his Act or any rule or 
order made lhereunder. 

11. No order made under this Act shall be called in ques~on in any Orders - . - .  
- .  

undcr lhc , .  . 

civil or criminal coun. ACI no1 to bc 

12. (1) Thc State Governmen1 may make [rules for carrying out the Poscrlo 

p u r p ~ s c w f  this ACL. mdxe mlcs. 

!For the \Vesr Fell Alicnarion of Land (Rcgulalion) Rulcs, 1960, niadc undcr 
. ,- ., . - - - < .  .. " , . . . . -  <n . .- , , . , - . 
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(2) In particular and withou~ prejudice to the generality of the 
foregains powcr, such rules may provide lor any matler which is requircd 
lo bc or may be prescribed undcr his Act. 

~ c p c a l  and 13. ( I) The 1IVcsl Bcngal Alienauon of Land (Regulation) Ordinancc, hrul B ~ " .  
savin;~. 1960, is hereby rcpcalcd. ord, VII of  

1960. 

(2) Nolwithsranding such repeal or doiwilhsianding [he said 
Ordinance having ccnsed to operare before such repeal, anything donc 
or any action raken undcr thc Wcst Bengal Alicnation of Land 
(Regulalion) Ordinance, 1960 shall bc dccmed to have becn validly done 
or laken undcr h i s  Act as if   his ACI had commenced on [he 20th day of 
June. 1960. 




