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West Bengal Act XXVI of 1961

THE WEST BENGAL SOCIETIES REGISTRATION
ACT, 1961.

West Ben. Act X of 1964,
AMENDED <« | West Ben, Act XXV of 1984.
West Ben, Act XXXT of 1984,

[5th December, 1961.]

An Act 1o provide for the registration of literary, cultural, scieniific,
political, charitable, religious and certain ather kinds of societies
and for matters connected therewith,

It is hereby enacted in the Twelfth Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislare of West Bengal, as follows:—

L. (1) ThisActmay be called the West Bengal Societies Regisiration  Shor title,

Act, 1961, exteniand
commenge-
(2) Ir extends to the whole of West Bengal. menl.

(3) It shall come into *force on such date as the State Govermment
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint,

. . R fEmne-
2. 1In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— ::“;ﬁ_n'

{a) “Courl”, when used in relation to a sbciely. means the
principal civil court of original jurisdiction of the district
within which the registered office of the socicty is situate
and in relation 10 a sociely situate within the Presidency
West Ben, tawn of Calcutta, the City Civil Court established under the
o XXtef City Civil Court Act, 1953;
(b) “Goveming Bedy” means the body, by whatever name called,
entrusted for the time being with the management of a socicty
under its regulations;

(¢) “member”, when used in relation to a society, means a person
who has been admilied with his consent as a member or the
society according to its regulations;

(d} "memorandum” means the memorandum of association
referred to in section 4,

(2) “officer” means a member of the Governing Body, the
President, the Secrelary or any other office-bearer of a society
and includes also an employee of the society whose work is
not of a purely ministerial nature;

“For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see the Calculta Gazente, Extraardinury, of the
23rd June, 1961, Part IVA, page 1620: for proceedings of the West Beagal Legislaive Assembly.
see the proceedings of the meciings of that Assembly held on the 12+h and 14th September,
1951, and for proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Council, see the proceedings of the
mceling of that Council held on the 21t Seprermber, 1961.

*This Acl came imo force on the Ist April, 1983, Vide notification No. 1076
Com., dated 23cd March, 1963, published in the Caleutta Gazerte, Extraordinary
of 1963, Par1 1. page 643.
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Appoiniment
of Registrar.

The West Bengal Sacieties Registrarion Act, 1961.
[West Ben. Act
{Section 3.}

() “officer in default”, for the purpose of any provision in this
Act, means any officer who is knowingly guiliy of any
contravention, foilure or refusal or whoe '[knowingly and
willingly authorizes] or permits such contravention, failure
or refusal;

(g) “President” means the President, the Chairman or the formal
head by whatever name called, of a society and includes a
person who for the time being acts as the formal head:

(h) “registered office” means the regislered oflice mentiond in
the memorandurn;

{i) “Regisirar” means a person appointed as Registrar under
section 3 and includes, in relation to the exercisc of any
powers or functions under this Act, any petson referred to in
that sccton or whom such powers or [unctigns have been
conferred under thal section;

{j) “regulations” mean the regulalions made by a society and,
inrelation 1o a saciely deemed Lo have been registered under
sub-section (2) of section 36 of this Acl, include its rules and
regulations;

(k) “rules” mean rules made by the State Government under
section 35;

(I} “Secrctary™ means the Seerciary or the principal execulive
olfTicer by whatever name called, of a sociely, and includes a
person who for the time being acts as Secretary;

{m) “sociely” means a society registered or deemed 1o have been
registered under this Act;

*n) "“votes of three-fourths of the members” mean the votcs given
by at least three-fourths of the members of a sociely present
at a general meeting of the society convened according to its
regulations and the members voring al such meeting by proxy,
where voling by proxy is allowed under the regulalions.

3. The ISmle'Govemmenl may appoint a person to be the Registrar
of Socictics for the Slate of West Bengal and such Additional, Joint,
Deputy or Assistant Registrars as it thinks necessary 1o assist the
Registrar and may by general or special order confer on such person or
persons assisting the Registrar any of the powers and functions af the
Registrar under this Act.

”;‘ubsmuted forthe wards ™ Lnnwmglyauthunzcs"bys 2(1yaf the WesL Bengal Societics
chlslmuon(Amf:ndmem]Acl 1964{\“,5! Ben. Acl X of 1964).

1 memL ke
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The Wesr Bengal Socieries Registration Aci, 1961, 379

XXVI of 1961.]

{Sections 4-6.)

4. (1) Any seven or more individuals associated for any of the gco';icliﬁ‘-‘dl%
- . . ' . . eIy
objects mentioned in sub-sechion (2), may subscribe their names 10 3 emoran- y

memorandum ol association and file it along with a copy ol the regulations  dwnof

. . , . . . association
with the Registrar for registration of the association as a scciety under 54
this Act. regislration.

(2} The objects referred o in sub-section (1) may relate to the
promolion of literature, arts, science or religion; any charitable purpose
including the care or relief of orphans, or of aged, sick, helpless or indigent
persons; the alleviation of the sufferings of animals; the diffusion of
knowledge; the dissemination of social, polilical or economic education;
the establishment and maintenance of libraries or reading rooms for the
members or for the public; the collection and preservation of manuscripts,
painlings, sculpturcs, works of ari, antiquities, natural history specimens,
mechanical and scientific instruments and designs; any other objecl as
may be notified by the State Government as being beneficial 1o the public
or 1o a seclion of the public.

5. (1) The memorandum shall contain, amongsl other things, the  Memoran-
- : . dumcf
fellowing particulars, namely:— ) asspelation,

(a) the name of the association,

(b} the address of the registered office of (he association,

(c) the object of the association,

(d) the names of the first members of the Governing Body, and

{¢) the names, addresses and occupations of the signatories (o
the memorandum,.

(2) After registration a society shall not change the memerandum
excepl in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

6. The Registrar shall not accept any memorandum for registration  Regulations.
of asociety unless it is accompanied by a copy of its regulations providing,
amongst other things, for the following matters, namely:—

(a) the composition of the Governing Body and the manner of
election or appointment and resignation or removal and the
term of affice of the members of the Governing Body, the
President, the Scerctary and aother oificers;

(b) the admission to membership and resignation and removal
of members;

{c) the maintenance of a register of members and facilities for
inspection thereof by the members;

(d) the safe custady of the property of the society, including in
particular, the manner of kceping or investing any moneys
of the saciety, : :
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380 The Wesr Bengal Socieries Registration Acr, 1961,
[West Ben. Act
{Sections 7-9.)
(e) the procedure for holding meetings of the sociely, quorum,

the method of voung, the period of notice for meetings and
the manner of voting by proxy, where such voting is allowed;

(I} the maintenance and audit of accoumts;

(g) the inspection of accounts, and of the proceedings of
meelings, by the members of the society;

{h) any other matter relating to the objects or affairs of the society.

Repistration. 7. (1) The Registrar upon being satisfied that the memorandum
and the regulations accompanying it comply with the requirements of
this Act and the rules and upon payment of the fee referred to in sub-
seclion (2), shall certify under his hand and scal that the society is
registered under this Acl.

(2) There shall be paid to the Registrar, for the registration of a
saciely under this Act, '[such fee not exceeding one hundred and filly
rupees] as the State Government may from time 1o time direct.

(3) An appeal shall lie to the State Government against an order of
the Registrar refusing to cenify the regisiration of an association as a
sociely under this Act and the decision on such appeal shall be final,

Alteration of 8. (1) A society shall not alter its memorandum except with the
:::{j’:gmg“m previous permission of the Registrar in writing, and the votes of *(three-
tions, Fourths] of i1s members.

(2) Before granting permissien under sub-section (1), the Registrar
shall satis{y himself that the alteration docs not make the society incligible
for registration under this Act.

(3) Subject 1o the provisions of this Act, the rules and the provisions
of the memorandum a society may, by the votes of *[three-fourths] of the
members, alter its regulations.

Altlg';‘mdions w0 9. (1) A copy of every alteration of the memoranduny and of the
be fifed. regulations shall be filed with the Registrar within thirty days of such
alteration.

(2} The Registrar shall, except for special reasons (o be recorded by
him in writing within thirty days from the date of such receipt, record
the alieration and send an indmation of the fact to the society or
communicale o the society his objections 1o such alteration.

"The wards within the square brackets were subsiiuted far the words “a lee of fifiy rupees,
or such smaller fce” by 5. 2 of the Wesi Bengal Societies Regislration (Sccond Amendment)
Act, 1984 (West Ben. Act XX XTI of 1984).

*Substituied for the ward “three-fifths™ by s. 3 of the West Bengal Societics Registralion
(Amendment) Act, 1964 (West Ben. Act X of 1964),
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XXVI of 1961.]

{Secrions 10-12.)

(3) Anappeal shall lie to the State Governmen! against any objection
made by the Registrar and the decision of the State Government on such
appeal shall be final.

(4) An alteration shall have effcet from the date on which the
intimation referred 1o in sub-section (2} is received by the society or in
the event of any objeclion being raised by the Registirar, from the date on
which the Swate Government allows ihe alteration on appeal.

10. No society shall be registered under a name which is identical
with, or too nearly resembles, the name of any other society or any body
corporate which has been previously registered or incorporaled under
this Act ar any other law for the time being in force, as the case may be,
or is deemed to have been registered under this Acl.

11. (1} If asociely is registered under a name cor alters its name 1o
another name which, in the opinion of the Staie Government, is identical
with, or too nearly resembles, the name of any other society or body
cerporate which having been previously registered or incorporated under
this Act or any other law for the time being in force, or being deemed to
have been regisiered under this Act, continues o exist the Stale
Government may by order made in this behalf direct such society ta
change its name and alter its memorandum within three months from
the date of the order or such longer period as the State Government may
think {it o allow.

(2) No change of name shall affect the rights and liabilities of a
society or any legal proceedings by or against the socicly.

(3) In case of noen-compliance with an order under sub-section (1),
every olficer in delault shall be punishable with (ine which may extend
lo twenly rupees for every day until the order is complied with.

12. (1) Whenever 1wo or more socielies desire 10 amalgamate, the
Governing Body of cach such society shall submit the proposal in wriling
to the members thereof and such proposal shall be considered in a general
meeting of the society convened for the purpose.

(2) No such proposal shall have any effect unless—

(a) it shall have been delivered ar sent by registered post Lo the
members of each of the socictics at least (en days before the
date of the meeting at which it will be considered;

(b) it bas been sent to the Registrar before the meeting and he

communicaies his approval thereto, with or without any
A Rt
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382 The West Bengal Societies Registration Act, 1961.

[West Ben, Act
{Sections 13-15.)

{c) the proposal, with the modifications, if any, suggesied by
the Registrar, is agreed to by the votes of *[three-fourihs)
“of the members of each of the socictics concerned and
confirmed by like votes of members at a subsequent general
meeting of the socicty. '

(3) Anappeal shall lie 1o the Statc Government against any order of
the Registrar refusing to accord his approval to the proposal or suggesling
any modification and the decision of the State Government on such appeal
shall be final.

(4) On the proposal being conflirmed:—

(2) the amalgamated socicty shall be registered under its new
name,

{b) the registration of the amalgamating societies shall be
cancelled,

(c} the asseis and the liabilities of the amalgamating societies
shall be the assets and the liabilities of the amalgamated

society.
e obe 13 (1) Every society shall— _
prominently (a) prominently display its name outside its officc or the place
shown. where its business is carried on;
(b} have a seal with its name engraved thereon;
(c) have its name mentioned in all documents executed in its
favour or on its behalf, '

(2) For any contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1), cvery
ofiicer in- default shall be punishable with fine which may exiend to
twenly rupees.

Registeraf 14. (1) Every society shall maintain at its registered office, a register
membees. of its members and shall enter therein the following particulars, namely:—
{a) the name and address of each member;

(b) 1the date on which the member was admitted;
{c) the date on which a member ceased 1o be such.

(2) If entries are not made within fifieen days of the admission of a
member or cessation of membership, every officer in default shall he
punishable with fine which may extend (o twenty rupees for every day
during which the contravention continucs.

Books of 15. (1) Every socicly shall keep at its registered office proper books
accounl and . .
audil. of account in which shall be entered accurately;—

(a) all sums of money received and the source thereof and all
sums of money expended by the society and the object or
purpose for which such sums are expended;

'Substituied for the word “three-fifihs” by s. 4 of the West Bengal Socielics Registration
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The West Bengal Societies Registration Act, 1961,

XXVI of 1961.]

38 of 1945,

{Secrions 16, 17.)

. {b) the assets and liabilitics of the saciety.

(2) Every society shall have its accounts audited once a year by a
duly qualified avditor and have a balance sheel prepared by him. The
audilor shall also submit a report showing the exact state of the financial
affairs of the society. Three copies of the balance sheel and the auditor’s
report shall be certified by the auditor.

Explanarion.—A duly qualified auditor means a chartered accountant
within the meaning of the Chariered Accountants Acl, 1949 or a person
approved by the Registrar in this behalf.

(3) For any contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) or sub-
section (2), every officer in default shall be punishable with fine which
may exiend (o twenty rupees for every day after the detection of 1he default
during which the default continues.

16. (1) Every scciety shall hold an annual general meeling at least
once in every year and not more than fifteen months shall elapse between
two successive annual general meetings.

{2) The balance sheet and the auditor’s report referred to in sub-
scction (2) of seclion 15 shall be placed at the annual general meeting of
the sociely. :

(3) Forany contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) or sub-
seclion (2}, every officer in defauvlt shall be punishable with fine which
may.extend to two hundred and fifty rupees.

17. (1) Within thirty days alier the holding of every annual general
meeting, here shall be [iled with the Registrar—
(a} alistofl the names, addresses and occupations of the members
of \he Governing Body, the President, the Secrelary and of
other office-bearers of the society;

(b) an annual report by the Governing Body on the warking of
the sociely for the previous year;

(c) a copy each of the balance sheet and the auditor’s report
cenified by lht_?. auditor under sub-section (2) ol section 3.

(2} The list and the annual repouct reforred to in clauses (a) and (b) of
sub-section (1) shall be cerified by the President and the Secretary,

(3) If any change occurs in the composition of the Governing Body
orin the holder of the office of the President or the Secretary at any time
for any reason whatsoever, such change shall, within thirly days, be
notified Lo the Registrar.

(4) For any contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1), sub-
section (2) or sub-section (3), every officer in default shall be punishable
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384 The West Bengal Societies Registrarion Act, 1961.
[West Ben. Act
{Sections 18-22.)

f;cﬂptﬂiﬁ 18. Ali property belonging to a society, if not vested in Lrustees, shall
m[:_h;"csf,;;, be deemed to be vested in the Governing Bedy of the society but shall he

referred to as the property of the society.

Suits and 19 (1) Every sociely may su¢ or may be sued in the name of the
E;,of:fjdmgs President, the Secrelary, or any office-bearer authorised by the Governing
acainstu Body in this behalf,

soCieLy.
(2) No suit or proceeding shall abate by reason of any vacancy or
change in the holder of the office of the President, the Secreiary or any
offtce-bearer authorised under sub-section (1).

(3) Every dccree or order against a sociely in any suil or procecding
shall be executable against the property of the society and not agaigst
the persen or the property of the President, the Secretary or any office-
bearer.

(4) Nothing in sub-section (3) shall exempl the President, the
Secretary or office-bearer of a society [rom any criminal liability under
this Act or enlitle him to claim any contrtbution from the property of the
sacietly in respect of any {ine paid by him on conviclion by a criminal
COUIL

20. {Powerio alier regulations—Omitted by 5. 5 of the Wesr Bengal
Societies Registration (Amendment) Act, 1964 (West Ben.

Act X of 1964).]
ﬁ':l%'ll":b‘%“bc 21. Every member of a society may be sued or prosecuted by the
sued or seciety for any loss or damage caused to the sotiely or its property or for
g’;‘;‘;}‘g‘:’r‘\""'“ anything donc by him detrimenial 1o the interests of the society,
Powerof 22. (1) The Registrar may, by written prder, cail on a society to
Regrario  frmish n writing such information or explanation within such time,

information o1 being less than two wecks from the date of receipt of the order
3;]1.3"3“0"_ by the society, as he may specify in the order in connection with the
affairs of the society or any documents filed by the society under this

Act.

(2) On receipt by the sociely of an order under sub-section (1), it
shall be the duty of the officer concerned 10 furnish such information or
explanatian,

(3) For failure to comply with an order under sub-section (1}, the
ollicer in defanl( shall be punishable with [inc which may cxlend o

T T L T e B S v e



The West Bengal Societies Registration Act, 1961,

XXVT of 1961.]

{Secrion 23.)

23. (1) Where on information received, the Slate Government is of
opinion that there are circumstances suggesting that the business of a
sociely is being conducied with intent ot defraud its creditors, members
or any other person, or thal the society is guilly of mismanaging its
affairs or of any fraudulent or unlawful act, the State Government may
appoiniment a competent person as '[Commissioner for Enquiry] to
investigate into the affairs of the sociely or inspect any institution managed
by the socicly and reporl on such matters as the Stale Government may
direct.

(2) Itshall be the duty of every officer of Lhe society when so required
by the Inspector 10 produce any books and papers of or relating to the
society which are in his custody, and otherwise o give to the
’[Commissioner for Enquiry] all assistance in connection with the
investigation or inspection which he is reasonably able to give.

(3) *[A Commissioner for Enguiry] may call upon and examine on
oath any officer of the society in relation 1o the affairs of the secicty and
it shall be 1he duty of every oflicer when so called upon to appear befare
the *[Commissioner for Enquiry) for such examination.

(4} On the conclusion of the investigation or insbeclion, as the case
may be, the [Commissioner for Enguiry] shall make a report to the
%[State Government] on the mauers on which he was directed by the
State Governmen! to reporl. ’

(5) For refusal to comply with the provisions of sub-section (2) or
sub-section (3), the officer in default shall be punishable with fine which
may extend to two hundred and fifty rupees.

(6} ’[On perusal of the report made by the Comumissioner for Enquiry]
the State Government may give such directions as it may think fit 1o the
socicty for the removal of any defects or irregularitics within such time
as may be specified and on the socicty making any defaull in taking
aclion according 1o such directions the State Government may direct the
Regisirar to move the Court for dissolulion of the society.

‘The words within the square brackels were subslituled for the word “Inspector’” by
5. 2{a) of the West Bengal Socielics Registration (Amendment) Act. 1984 (West Ben,
Act XXV of 1984), )
*The words within the square brackels wene substituled for the ward “Inspector” by
s, 2(b), ibid.
*The words within the squarc brackets were substisied for the words “An Inspector”
by s, 2(c)(3), ibid.
*The words within the square brackels were substituled lor the word “Inspector”™ by
L2e)ii). ibid.
3The words within the square brackels were substituted for the word “Inspector” by
LK), ibid.
*The words within the sguare brackets wene substituled for the word "Registrar™ by
L 2(d)Lii), ibid,
TThe words within the square brackets were subslituled lor the words "The Registrar
shall send the report with his camments thertan 1o the Siate Government. On perosal

[
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Dissolmion
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The West Bengal Secieties Regisiration Acr, 1961,

[West Ben. Act

(Section 24.)

(7) If on a perusal of the report '[made by the Commissioner for
Enquiry,] it appears to the Siate Government that any person has, in
relation to the formation, promotion, management or conduct of the
business of the society, been guilty of any offence for which he is criminally
liable, the State Government may direct the prosecution of such person
for the offence.

(8) The expenses of, and incidental to, an investigation by *[a
Commissioner for Enguiry] appointed by the State Government shalt be
defraycd by the State Government.

24. (1} Asocicly may bedissolved if by the votes of [three-fourths]
of the members it passes =z resolution for such dissolution at 2 general
meeting convened for the purpose.

(2) Where a reselution for dissolution of a society is passed under
sub-section (1), the Governing Bedy shall take such steps for the disposal
and sculement of the property of the saciety and its claims and liabilitics
as it may think fit subject (o the regulations of the society, if any.

(3) After all necessary steps have been taken under sub-section (2),
the Governing Bady shall send a report 1o the Registrar mentioning if
there are any surplus assels.

(4) The Registrar shall thereupon issue a notice in the Official
Gazetre 10 the effect that if no objection s received from any claimant,
or creditor or any member of the sociely within three months from the
date of the notice, the socicty shall, subject to the provisions of section
27, be dissolved.

(3) If no objection is received within three months as aforesaid, and
after the surplus assets, if any, have been disposed of as provided in
section 27, the Registrar shall make an order confirming the dissolution
ol the society and thereupon the saciety shall siand dissolved. The
Registrar shall record the order of dissolution in the register maintained
in his aoffice. '

(6) IMany objeclion is received from any claimant or creditor within
the period of three months as aforesaid the Repistrar shall not make an
order confirming Lhe dissolulion of the society unless he is satisfied
that the relevanl claim or liability has been duly seitled and the surplus
assets, il any, have been disposed of as provided in secuion 27. If
however any objection is recetved from any member the Registrar
shall not make an order confirming the dissolution of the society but
shall make an application to the Court under section 23,

‘The words within the sguare brackeis were subsiituted for the wonds “and the coraments
of the Regisirar.” by s, 2{) of thc West Bengal Sociclics Registration {Amendmeni} Act, 1984
(West BonAct XXV of 1984).

*The words within the square brackels were substituted for the words “an inspeciar”
by 5, 3¢ay. ibid.

1qQuhstitnted for the wrrd “Thnse. G he' B e A aFitha Weer Bameal @rriarias Banicooaiaa
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XXVI of 1961.]

(Sections 235-28.)
(7) Where any Government has made in any manner any contribution
1o 1he funds or biher assets of a sociely, such society shall not be dissolved,
unless the State Government has given its assent 1o the dissolution.

25. (1) The Court may, on (he application of the Registrar or on the  Dissolution
applicatian of not less than one-tenth of the members, make an order for by Court
the dissolution of a society in the following cases:— .

(a) ifthere is any contravention by the society of the provisions
of this Act;

{b) if the number of members is less than seven;

{c)} ifihe society has ceased 1o function for more than three years;

(d} if the society is unable to pay its debis or meet its liabilities;

(e} if itis proper that the society should he dissolved.

(2) When an order for the dissolution of a socicly js made by the
Coun, dissolution shall 1ake place in such manner as the Court may
direct.

26. (1) Where in the opinion of the Registrar there are reasonable  Dissolution
grounds 1o belicve that a society is not managing its affairs properly or DY Registrar
ts not functioning, he shall send 1o the society at its registered office a
nolice by registered post calling upon it to show cause within such time
as may be specified in the notice why the socjety shall not be dissolved.

(2) If no cause is shown or if the cavse shown be considered by the
Registrar 1o be unsatisfactory the Registrar may move the Court under
section 25 for making an order for the dissolution of the saciety,

27. If after the disposal and settlement of the property of zsociely  Membersto
and its claims and kabilitics, there arc any surplus assets, such assets ;“foj.:;"ﬁ;zn
shall nol be paid to or distributed amongst the members of the society or  dissolulion

any of them bul shall be given to some other society to be delermined—

(a) in the casc of a dissclution under section 24, by the votes of
[three-fourths] of the members, or in default thereof, by the
Registrar, with the approval of the State Governmeny;

(b) in the casc of a dissolution under section 23, by the Courl.

28 A peson shail be disqualified for being chosen as, and for  Disgualifi-

being, a member of the Governing Body or the President, Secrelary ':::;;"5 for

or any other office-bearer of a society, if— member of
. . . . the

(2) he is an undischarged insolvent; or Goverming

Bedy.vtc.,

of nsocicry.

'Substiwted lor the word “three-lilihs” by s. 7 of the West Bengal Socicties Registralion
(Amendment) Acl, 1964 (WesL Ben. Act X of 1964),
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The West Bengal Societies Registration Act, 1961

[West Ben. Act

{Scctions 29-33.)

(b) he¢ has been convicled of any offence in connection with the
formation, prumotion, management or conduct of the affairs
of asocicty or abody corporate, or of any offence involving
moral turpitude:

Provided that the disqualification under clause {b) shall
cense at the end of [ive years afler the date of conviction, or

e

where a senterce of imprisonment has been imposed, after

the date of expiration of the sentence,

29. Any person may inspect any docurnent filed with the Repistrar
under this Act '[on payment of a fee of two rupees for the first year, and
one rupee for each additional year, for every inspection of each document
relating o one socicty;] and any person may goblain a copy or exlract of
any document or any part of any document, ceriilied by the Registrar,
on payment of such fee as may be prescribed. Such certified copy shali
be admissible as evidence of the mauters therein contained in all legal
proceedings.

30 (1) Where a society accepts a gift of any kind from any person
lor a spectfic purpose it shall not use the gift or any part thereof for any
ather purpose without the written consent of the donor or if the donor
be dead, without the writien consent of the Regisirar. The Regisirar
shall not give such consent unless he is satisfied that the purpose for
which the gift was made is incapable ol exccution by the society.

(2) 'For any contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1), every
officer in default shall be punishable with fine which extend Lo two
hundred and {ifly rupees. :

31. All communications with a society shall be addressed to the
society by name and seat 1o us registered office.

32. (1) Noporsecution shall be inslituted flor any offence under this
Act except wilh the previous sanction of the State Government.
(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall apply to any prosccution
mentioned in section 21.

33. No suit, prosecution or proceeding shall lie in any Civil or
Crminat Court against the Registrar or against any {Commissioner fac
Enquiry] appointed under section 23, and no suit or proceeding shail
lie in any Civil Count against the State Government, for anything in
good faith done or intended 10 be done under this Act or the rules.

The words within the square brackels were subsiiiuted for the words “on payment of alee
of onc rufkee for every inspection;” by s. 3ol'the West Bengal Socictics Regastration (Second
Amendment) Act, 1984 {West Ben. Act XXX X[ of 1584).

*The words within the square brackets were substituted forthe word “Inspecter bys. 3 of
the West Benpal Societics Repisirurion (Amendmentt Act 19R4 (\Wrct Ran 4~ VYU AF
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The West Bengal Societies Registration Act, 1961,

XXVI of 1961.]

1% of 1908,

a1 of 1860.

(Sections 34-36.}

34, (1) Anappeal under this Act may be filed within thirty days of
the date of the objection ar order appealed against.

(2) The provisions of sections 5 and 12 of the Indian Limilation
Act, 1908, shall apply to any appeal under this Act.

3%, (1) The State Government may make 'rules for carrying ot the
purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular and without prejudice o the generality of the
foregoing power, such rufes may provide for all or aay of the following
matters, namelyi—

(a} the pracedure {or any appeal under this Act to the Swate
Government and the fee for such appeal, if any;

(b} the fee, iT any, 1o be paid for filing any document, other than
the memorandum and the regulations under sub-section (1)
of secticn 4;

{c) ihe mainienance of the register of socicties and other books,
if any, by the Registrar; ’

(d) the fec to be paid for obtaining any copy or cxtract of any
dovument certified by the Registrar.

(3) Ail fees paid under this Act shall be credited 10 the Consolidated
Fund of the State.

36 (1) The Societies Registration Act, 1860, in its application {o
West Bengal, is hereby repealed.

{2) Any society registered in any place within West Bengal under
the Societics Registration Act, 1860, shall be deemed to have been
repistered under this Act, and its principal office shall be deemed to be
the registered office of the society:

Provided that—

(a) the memorandum of association and the regulations of any
such society shall, if they are repugnant 10 any of the
provisions of this Act and Lhe rules, be broughtin conformity
lherewith within six months from the commencement of
this Act or within such further period as the Registrar may
allow, and thereafter shall to the extent of such repugnancy
be deemed to be viod and of no effect;

'For rules inade under section 35 of the Act, see notification No. 1077 Com., dated the
23rd March, 1963. published inihe Calewita Gazente, Evraordingry, doted 28.3.63. Pant 1,
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The West Bengal Societies Registration Act, 1961.

{West Ben. Act XXVI of 1961.]

(Section 36.)

(b) any officer clecied or appointed 10 an office before the
commencement of this Act and holding such office
immediately before such commencement shall continue to
hold such office until the expiry of his term of office or until
such office is lawfully terminated;

{c) nothing in this section shall affect—

(i) any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired,
accrued or  incurred under the Societies Registration
Acl, 1860;

(i} any penalty or punishment incurred in respect of any
offence commitied under the said Act;

(i) any investigation, legal proceeding or remedy in respect
of any such right, privilege, obligalion, liability, penalty
or punishment as aforesaid;

{iv)} any proceedings in dissolution commenced before the
coming inte force of this Act;

and any such investigation, legal proceceding or remedy may be instiuted,
continued or enforced and any such penalty or punishment may be
imposed and any such proceedings in dissolulion may be continued as
if this Act had not been passed,

T T o A A T T U R s o e

21 of 1860.





