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West Bengal Act XXVI of 1961' 

West Bcn. 
ACI XXI or 
t 9.53. 

THE WEST BENGAL SOCLETJES REGISTRATION 
ACT, 1961. 

West Ben. Act X of 1964. 
AMENDED Wcst Ben. ACL XXVD of 1984. 

West Ben. Act XXXI of 1984, 

[5t11 December; 1961.1 

At1 Act ro provide for tlie regisrrnlior~ of literor): c~rltural, scietrtiJic, 
polifical. charirable, religiorrs atrd cenaitr otfrer kinds ojsocieties 
atrd for rilntters cotrrrec~ed rftere~vi~h. 

11 i s  hereby enactcd in [he Twelfth Ycar of the Republic of India, by 
~ h c  Lcgisla~ure of Wesl Bcngal, as follows:- 

I. ( I) This Act may be called thc West Bengd Smieties Regislrarion S h n  title, 
A c t ,  1961. exrenlnnd 

comnwnm- 
(2) I[ exrcnds to the whole of West Bengal. rrrnl. 

(3) Ir shall come inlo 'forcc on such dale as the State Govcrnmcnt 
may, by notification in rhc Oficial Gazelle, appoint. 

Inlcrprc- 2. l n  this Acl, unless the conlcxt orherwise rcquircs,- talion. 

(a) "Courr". when used in  rclation to a sbciety, means [he 
principal civil court of original jurisdiclion of the districi 
withln which the registered office OF the socic~y is situate 
and in  relarion ro a society situate within [he Presidency 
[own of Calcuira, the City Civil Court eslablishcd under [he 
City Civil Court Act, 1953; 

(b) "Governing Body" means h e  body, by whalever nnmc called. 
enlrustcd fur the time bcing wilh the management ofa socicty 
under irs rcgulalians; 

(c) "rnembcr", when used in relation lo a swikty, means a pcrson 
who has becn admilred with his consent as a member or the 
society according to its rcgulations; 

(d) "memorandum" means the n~emorandum of association 
referrcd 10 in section 4; 

(t) "officer" means a mcmber of thc Governing Body, the 
Presidcnr, the Secrelary or any other oflicc-bearer of a society 
and includcs also an employee of the society whose work is 
no1 of a purcly ministerial narure; 

'For Siatcmcnl of Objecrs and Rcxons, scc [he Calcultu Gaicac. filronrdinur): of the 
73rdJunc. lg6I. F k r  IVA, page l620:forpmcocdings o l r k  Wcrt BcngalLegisl~vc Awmbly. 
see rhc pmcccdings of rhe melings ofthathsernbty held on rhc I31h and 14th Sepremkr. 
1961: and for proceedings ofthe\Vesl Bengal Lrgisli~riveCouncil, scc thcp-dings ofthe 
n~cclinp oftha1 Coundl held on h c  2 1 ~ 1  Seprcrr.bcr, 196 1 .  

This AcI came inlo iorcc on the I n  April. 1963. fidc norification No. 1076 
Corn., darcd 23rd March. 1963. published in thc Calcurro Gazerre. Exrrnnrdinury 
of 1963. Pan I. page 643. 
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(Sectiotl 3.) 
- .  

(fj "officer in dcfaul~", For rhc purposc of any provision in his , . 

ACI, means any officer w l ~ o  is knowingly guilry o €  any 
contravention, fiilurc or rerusal or who '[knowingly and 
willingly authorizcsl or pemirs such con~ravention, rajlure 
or rerusal: 

(2) "Presidcnr" means rhc President, rhc Chainnnn or ~ h c  formal 
head by whatevcr namz called, of a sociely i nd  includcs a 
person who for rhc lime being acls as thc formal hcad: 

(h) "registcrcd ofice" mcans the rcgistered olIicc mentiond in 
the mcmornndum; 

{I) "Registrar" means o person appointed as Regis~rar under 
section 3 and includcs, i n  rclarion 10 thc exercisc of any 
powers or functions under this Acr, any pcrson refcrrcd to in 
t t i a ~  scclion on whom such powcrs or lunclions have been 
conferred undcr that section; 

(j) "rcgula~ions" mcan rhe regulations made by a society and, 
in rclation ro n society dccmed lo havc been rcgistered under 
sub-section (2) of section 36 of this Act. jnciudc i ~ s  rules and 
rcgularjons; 

(k) "rulcs" mean- rulcs made by the Statc Governmcnl undcr 
sec~ion 35; 

(1) "Secrciary" mcans the Sccrclary or thc principal executive 
omcer by wha~ever name called, of a society, and includcs a 

- pcrson who Ibr the time being acts as Secrelnry; 

(in) "society" means a society rcgistercd or deemcd to havc been 
rcgisfered under this Acl; 

'(n) "voles of thrcc-fourths of lhe mcmbcrs" mean the volcs given 
by at leas! rhrce-fourlhs oi h e  memkrs of a society prcsent 
ar a general mccting of Lhr: society convened according lo its 
rcgula~ions and the mcmbers voting nt such meeting by proxy, 
where vo~ing by proxy is allowcd under rhu regulations. 

3, ~ h c  ~ r a ~ e '  Government may appoinl a person lo be'thc Regismar 
of Socicrics €or the Slate of West Bengal and such Additional, Joint, 
Dcputy or Assistant Rzgislrars as i t  thinks necessary to assist the 
Registrar and may by gcneral or spccial ordcr confer on such pcrson or 
persons assisring the Rcgiswar any of [he powers and functions of the 
Registrar under this Act. 
-- 

'Subsrirured lorrhc rvords "knowingly 3uthorizcs" by 5.2(l)of Ihe\VcstBcngal Swictics 
Rcgislnlion (Arnendmrn~) ACI, 1964 (\Vcs( Bcn. Acl X of lYM). 

- - - ,  . , .  , I _.,*I .. . , 
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XXVI of 1961.1 

4. ( 1 )  Any seven or morc individuals associated lor any of lhc 
objects men~ioncd in sub-sccrion (2), may subscribe their names ro a 
mcmomndum of associarion and file il along with a copy olthc regulations 
wilh  he Registrar for regisrrarion of the associauon as a society under 
this Act. 

(2) The objects referred to ,in sub-seclion (1 )  may relale to the 
promolion of literalure, arts, science or religion; any charilable purpose 
including the care or relief of orphans, or of aged, sick, helpless or indigenr 
pcrsons; thc allcvialion of the sufferings or animals; hc diffusion of 
knowlcdgc; thc disscmination of social, polilical or cconornic cducation; 
the cstablishmcnt and mainrenancc of libraries or rcading rooms for [he 
mernbcrs or ror thc public; the colIccLion and prcscrvalion of manuscripts, 
paintings, sculpturcs, works of art, anliquirics, natural hislory spccimcns, 
mechanical and scienrific inslrumenrs and designs; any other objecl as 
may be nolified by the Stale Govcrnmcn~as being beneficial lo the public 
or to o sec~ion of he public. 

5.  ( I )  The memorandum shall contain, amongst other rhings, [he 
Collowing particulars, namely:- 

(a) rhc namc of rhe associalion, 

(b) h e  address or the registered office O F  the association, 
(c) rhc objcct or lhc nssocialjon, 
(d) rhc namcs of rhc mernbcrs of thc Governing Body, and 

(c )  rhe names, addresses and occupations or the signatories ro 
the memorandum. 

(2) After regis~ration a society shall not change the memorandum 
excepl in acconlmcc with h e  provisions OF this Act. 

6. The Regisuar shall nor accepr any memorandum for regisiration 
of a society unless i t  is accompanied by a copy of ils regulations providing, 
amongst other things, For rhc following marrers, namely:- 

(a) the composition of the Governing Body and the manner of 
election or appointmen[ and resignarion or removal and the 
tcrm of officc or rhc mcmbcrs or rhc Governing Body, thc 
Prcsidcnl, Ihc Sccrcw-y and other olficcrs; 

(b) the admission lo membership and rcsignalion and rcmoval 
of members; 

(c) ~ h c  maintenance of  a regisler of members and facililies for 
inspection thcrtol by h e  mernbcrs; 

Sociclia 10 
bc i o m d  by 
mmom- 
d u ~ n  of 
association 
md 
regislnlion. 

Mcmom- 
durn of 
a ~ ~ i u ~ i o n .  

(d) the safe custody of h e  properly of the sociely, including in 
particular, he manncr of kccping or invcsring any moncys 
of the saciety; 
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- .  . . -  . 
, , ,  . .  

(e) the procedure for holding meelings of thc society, quorum. , ... 
. . . . 

, . . . . . . . 
, .  - - - -  

the mcthod of voting. Ihc period of notice for meetings and 
thc manncr olvoring by proxy, where such voting is allowed; 

(0 [hc maintenance and audit of accounls; 

(g) the inspecrion of accounts, and of the proceedings of 
meerings. by the members o f  the society; 

(h) any other matter relaring lo the objects or afTairs or thc sociely. 

Rt~ i sm~io i~ .  7. (1  ) Thc Registrar upon bcing satisfied that the mcrnorandum 
and the regulations accompanying i l  comply with the requirements of 
this Act and tlw rulcs and upon paymen1 of rhr: k c  referred to in sub- 
scc~ion (2), shall cerrify undci his hand and scaI that the society is 
regisrered under lhis ACI. 

(2) There shall bc paid to the Rcgis~a r ,  for  he regismlion of a 
socicly under this Acr, '[such fee not cxcccding one hundred and fifty 
rupccs] as [he State Govcrnmcnt may from timc ro time direct. 

(3) An appcal shall lie to [he Statc Government against an ordcr or 
the Rcgisum rcrusing to cenify thc registration of an associalion as a 
sociely undcr this Act and the decision on such appeal shall bc final. 

Atttration of 8. (1) A socic~y shall not alter its mcrnorandum except with the 
~nclnunndum 
and reguln- previous pernlission of the R c g i s ~  in  writing, and thc votes of ?[three- 
tiom, fourrhsl of ils mcmbers. 

(2) Bcforc granting permission undcr sub-section (I), thc Rcgismr 
sball salisfy himself that rhe alleralion docs not make the society incligiblc 
for regisrrarion undcr rhis Act. 

(3) Subjcct 10 the provisions of this Acr, the rules and thc provisions 
of [he memorandum n society may, by rhc voles of =[three-fourrhs] of the 
members, allcr i ~ s  rcgulations. 

Alttmlions ro 9. ( 1 )  A copy of every alreration oC rhc memorandum and of thc 
lx lilcd. rcgula~ions shall bc filed with the Registrar wilhin Ihidy days of such 

alteration. 

(2) The Registrar shall, except for special masons 10 be recorded by 
him in  writing wilhin thirly days from the dare of such receipt, record 
the alteration and send an intimation of the facr to thc society or 
communicate to rhc sociery his objections to such alleralion. 

'Thc words hithin hcsquarc bmkcts weresubs~j\utcd forhe w o d t  "a ree orfihy r u p ,  
or such smaller kc" by s. 2 of h e  Wes~ Bcngd Safielies Regishuon (Sccond A~ncndment) 
ACI. 1984 (lkr Bcn. ACI XXXI of 1984). 

'Substitu~rJ for h c  word "three-filchs" by s. 3 of Ihc \Vest Bengal Socicrics R c g i s h ~ i o n  
(Amcndmcnr) Acl. 1964 t Wcst Ben. ACL X of 1964), 
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(3) An appcal shall lic lo thc Slarc govern men^ against any objection 
made by the Regisrrar and ~ h c  decision of thc State Governmeni on such 
appeal shall be final. 

(4)  An alleration shall havc effcct lrom the date on which the 
intimation referred lo in sub-seclion (2) i s  rcccived by the society or in 
rhc even1 of any objcclion bcing raised by  he Registnr, from the dale on 
which the Smle Govemmcnl allows ~ h c  altcrarion on appeal. 

10. No sociely shall be registcrcd undcr a name which i s  identical 
with. or roo ncarly resembles, the name of any other stlciely or any body 
corporate which has bccn previously registered or incorporaled under 
[his Acr or any olher law For the timc k i n g  in rorce, as [he c a e  may be, 
Dr is dccmcd 10 havc bccn registered under [his Acl. 

11. ( I) IF a socizly is rzgis~rrcd undcr a name or a1 ters iu name lo 
another numc which, in the opinion of lhe Slaw Govcmment, is identical 
with, or too nearly resembles, d ~ c  nanc of any other society or body 
corporate which having been previously rcgistcred or incorporaled under 
this Act or any other law for the Lime being in forcc, or being deemed lo 
havc been registered under this Act, continues to exist the Slate 
Govcrnmcnt may by order made in this behalf direct such socicty to 
change its name and allcr its mcmonndum within three months from 
the dare of the order or such longer period as rhc Slarc Government may 
think lit to alIow. 

(2) No change of name shall aElccl h c  righrs and liabilities of a 
society or any lcgal proceedings by or againsl the socicty. 

(3) In case of non-compliance with an ordcr under sub-secdon ( l) ,  
evcry oficer in derault shall be punishablc with line which may extend 
lo lwcnly rupees for every day until he ordcr is complied with. 

12. (1) Whcnevcr lwo or more socielies desire ro amalgamate, the 
Governing Body of cach such society shall submit the proposal in wri~ing 
to the rncmbers thereof and such proposal shall be considered i n  a gencral 
nleeung or thc socie~y convened for h e  purpose. 

(2) No such proposal shall have any cffcct unless- 

(a) il shall have been delivered or sent by registered post lo the 
membcrs of each of the socictics at least ten days before the 
date or Ihc meeting at which it will bc considered; 

Stale 
Go\*ernmmr 
  nay dinxi 
c h g c  or 
n m .  

Sociedcs 
10 have 
powrr lo 
malpmatr: 
wi~h anohcr 
s ~ i e t y .  

(b) ir has been sen[ lo Ihc Registrar before h e  meeung and he 
cornp-tunicaies his approval'therelo, wilh or wirhout any 
mn,l;F;r-r;nnr- 



Name or 
socicly lo bc 
prornincntly 
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B O O ~ S  or 
ncuounl and 
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(c) [he proposal, with the modifications, i f  any, suggested by 
[hc Rcgislrar, is agreed LO by h c  votes of '[three-fourths] 

'of [he mcmbers of each of rhc socictics concerned and 
confirmed by likc votes of members a1 a subscqucnt gcncraI 
meering of [he socicly. 

(3) An appeal shall lie to the Statc Government against any order of 
rhc Regislrar rciusing 10 accord his approva1 [o [hc proposal or suggesting 
any modification and thc decision of the Slale Govcmmcnt on such appeal 
shall be final. 

(4) On the proposal being canfirrned:- 
( a )  the amalgamatcd sociciy shall bc registered under ils new 

namc, 
(b) rhc rcgisrration of the amalgamating societies shall be 

canccllcd, 
(c)  [he assers and ~ h c  liabilities of the amalgamating socicrics 

shall bc thc nsscrs and the liabilities of the amalgarnatcd 
sociely. 

13. ( 1  ) Evcry sociely shall- 
(n) prornincntIy display its name outsidc iu olficc or thc place 

rvhcrc irs busincss is carried on; 
(6) have a seal with i ~ s  namc engcaved thereon; 
(c) have its name mentioned in all documents executed in irs 

favour or on i ~ s  behalf. 
(2) For any contravention of  the provisions of sub-scctjon ( I ) ,  cvcry 

ofllcer inderaull shall bc punishable wirh fine which may cxrcnd to 
t wenty rupees. 

14. ( 1 )  Every sociely shall maintain a~ ib regislered orrice, a register 
of i ts  membcrs and shall cnrcr thcrcin [he iollowing particulars. namely :- 

(a) [he name and addrcss of cach member; 
(h) the date on which [he rnembcr was admitted; 
(c) the dale on which a member ceascd to be such. 

(2) If cnlries are not made within fifreen days of hc admission oFa 
mcmbcr or ccssalion of membership, every oflicer in deraull shall be 
punishable wiih finc which may exrend ro twenry rupees for cvcry day 
during which rhe con~ravention continues. 

IS. (1) Every socjcly shall kccp at its r~gislzred office proper books 
of account in which shall be enrered accurately :- 

(a) all sums of money received and thc sourcc ~hereof and all 
sums of money expended by d ~ e  socicry and rhc object or 
purposc for which such sums are expended; 

'Subs~irulcd for thc word "I hrcc-fifihs" by s. 4 of thr \Vest Bcngd Smic~ics Rcgismlion ,. I . > .  . . n r , , . . ,  - . - 7  I...<. 
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(Secriorrs 16, 17.) 

(b) thc asscts and liabililics of the socicty. 

(2) Evcry socicty shall havc i u  accounts audilcd oncc a year by a 
duly qualified auditor and have a balancc shcct prepared by him. The 
audilor shall also submit a repon showing [he exacl s a l e  of lhe financial 
affairs of thc society. Thrce copies of the balance sheei and the auditor's 
repon shall he ceflified by the auditor. 

Exp1attarioti.-A duly qualified audilor means a chartered accountant 
3s of 19.19, within [lie meaning of [he Chslnered Accounlan~ ACI,  1949 or a person 

approved by the Regisrm in his behalf. 

(3) For any contravenlion of the provisions of sub-sec~ion (1) or sub- 
section (2), cvcry ofiiccr in dciault shall bc punishable with finc which 
may exlend lo lwenly rupees for every day afier h e  delection of  he default 
during which the default con!inues. 

16. (1) Every society shall hold an annual general meeling at leas1 
once in every year and not more than fifteen monhs shall elapse between 
two successive annual general meetings. 

(2) The balance sheel and h e  auditor's report referred 10 in sub- 
sccrion (2) of seclion 15 shall be placed at the annual general meeting of 
the sociely. 

(3) For any cnn~avention of the provisions of sub-section ( I )  or sub- 
scvlion (2), cvcry orficer in defaull shall be punishable wirh fine which 
may.extend to ~ w o  hundred and fihy rupees. 

17. (1 ) Wthin ~h iny  Jays alicr thc holding of cvcry annual gcncral 
meeting, there shall be filed with the Regismar- 

(a) a lisr or the names, addresses and occupations of h e  members 
of !he Governing Body, [he President, the Secrerary and of 
orher office-hearers or the society; 

(b) an annual reporl by the Governing Body on the working or  
rhe socie~y for thc previous year; 

(c) a copy each of the balance sheet and the audiror's rcpon 
cerliljed by the auditor under sub-section (2) of seclion 15. 

(2) The list and rhc annual rcpurl rcicrrcd ro in clauscs (a) and (b) or 
sub-section (,I) shall bc ccruficd by thc Prcsiden~ and the Secretary. 

(3) 1 F any change mcurs in the composition of the Governing Body 
Dr in 'the holdcr of the oFfice or  thc President or the Sccrctary a1 any rime 
for any rcason whatsoever, such change shall, within thirly days, be 
notificd LO thc Registrar. 

Annual 
grncnl 
mecung. 

Annull and 
orhcr rcrum 
TO bc ror- 
w d e d  lo 
Rcgislmr, 

(4) For any contravenBon of the provisions of sub-scction (I), sub- 
sccuon (2) or sub-section (3), every officer in default shall bc punishable 
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Propcny or 18. All properly belonging lo a society, if not vcsred in lruslccs. shall 
SDCIL' I~  how 
to  br.ussrcd, bc dccmcd lo be veslcd in rhe Governing Body of thc society bul shall bc 

referred to ns ~ h c  propeny of the sociery. 

SU~LF and 19 ( 1 )  Evcry sociery may suc or may be sued in Ihe name of  he 
procctdings 
hy ~ n d  Presidcnt. [he Secrelary, or any office-bearer authoriscd by rhe Governing 
~ i n s t a  Body in this bchal F. 
swicry. 

(2) No suit or proceeding shall abarc by rrason of any vacancy or 
change in Ihc holder of the oficc of !he Presidcnr,  he Secretary or any 
officc- bearer aulhoriscd under sub-section (1). 

(3) Every dccrcc or order agninsl a sociely in any suit or prccccding 
shall bc cxccutzble againsl the propcrry of the socicly and not againsr 
 he person or  he property or the Presidcnt, rhe Secrerary or any ofice- 
bearer. 

(4) Nothing in  sub-section (3) shall exempt the Presidenr, the 
Sccrcr.uy or oficc-bcarcr of a society lrom any criminal linbili~y undcr 
this Acr or en~irle him lo claim any contribution-from rhc propeny oflhe 
socicly in respect of any fine paid by him on convic~ion by a criminal 
courr. 

20. (Power ro alrer regvlario~ls,-O~rrittcd by s. 5 of rhe Wexr Berrgai 
Societies Regis t rar ior~  (Atae~rdrrrerrr) Act, 1964 (West  Bea. 
Acr X of IY64).] 

M r ~ n h s  21. Every membcr of a society may be sued or prosccuted by the 
I~ahlc lo bc 
hiled or society for any loss or damage caused lo thc sotiety or i ts properly or for 
pmsccurdz any~hing donc by him deuimcntal 10 the intcrcsrs of the socicry. 
sltiU1gcrs. 

Powcror 22. ( 1 )  The Regislrar may, by wrirten order, call on a society lo 
Rsgis~mr ro 
call for furnish in writing such informalion or cxplanalion within such time, 
inrotmalion nor bcing less than ~ w o  weeks from thc date of rcccip~ or the order 
or 
cxpl~nariun, by  he society, as he may spcciiy in the ordcr in connection with the 

afrairs of [he socicty or any documcnb filed by thc society under chis 
Act. 

(2) On reccip! by the socicty of an order undcr sub-section (I), it 
shall bc the duly of the officer concerned to furnish such information or 
cxplanalion. 

(3) For iailurc lo comply with an order undcr subseclion ( I ) ,  the 
dficer in defau11 shall be punishable wi& finc which may cxlcnd to 
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(Secrion 23.) 

23. (1) Where on informadon rcccivcd, the Slate Governmcnl is of Invesligatioo 
of  allajrs o f  opinion h a t  thcrc are circurnslances suggesting tho[ thc business of a 

society is bcing conducted with intent ot defraud ils credilors, rnembcrs 
or any orher person, or thal the socicty is guilly of mismanaging ils 
affairs or of any fraudulent or unlawrul act, rhc Stale Government may 
appoinlment a competent person as '[Commissioner for Enquiry] lo 
invesugale inlo the aKairs of the socie~y or inspect any inslitu~ion managed 
by ihc socicly and reporl on such matccrs as hc Smtc Government may 
dirccr. 

(2) Irshall betheduty ofcveryofficerofIhesociely whcnsorcquired 
by the Inspeclor to produce any books and papers of or rclating to the 
society which are i n  his custody, and orhcrwisc to give to thc 
'[Commissioner for Enquiry] all assislance in  connection wirh thc 
investiga~ion or inspection which hc is reasonably able to give. 

(3) '[A Commissioner for Enquiry] may call upon and examine on 
oah any oficer of thc society in relation lo the affairs of the socic~y and 
ir shall be the duty orcvcry oficcr when so called upon to appcar before 
thc '[Commissioner for Enquiry] for such cxarninauon. 

(4) On [he conclusion of thc investigation or inspection, a-s  he 'asc 
may be, the s[Commissioncr lor Enquiry] shall make a rcport lo h e  
b[State Govcmmcnr] on the mallers on which hc was directed by the 
Stale Governmenl 10 reporl. 

(5) For rcfusal ro comply with ~ h c  provisions ofkub-seclion (2) or 
sub-scction (3), the officer in dcfaulr shall bc punishable with fine which 
may extend to two hundred and fifty rupees. 

(6) '[On perusal or h e  rcpon made by he Commjssioner for Enquiry] 
the Slate Govcrnmcnr may give such directions as it may hink fit lo the 
socicty Tor lhc rcmoval of any defecrs or irrcgularitics within such time 
as may be specified and on ~ h c  socicly making any defaulr in taking 
aclion according 10 such direc~ions thc Srarc Governmen1 may direct rhc 
Regis~rar to move ~ h c  Courl for dissolution of the society. 

'The hods within ihc square bnckels were subsliruled Tor thc word "lnspccrot' by 
s. ?(a) of rhc Wcsr Bcngd Socielics Rcgislntion (Arnendmcn~) Act. 1984 (Wcsl Bcn. 
Acr XXVlI OF 1984). 

:The words within rk squm brxkcts wcrc substiiutcd for rhc word "Inrwulor" by 
s. 7(bA ;hid. 

'Thc words rvi~hin the s q u m  bnckcrs n*crc substirulud Tor thc words "An Inspecfor" 
hy s. 2(c)(i), ibid. 

'The words within t k  s q u m  bnckc~s wcn: sub5liruled rot rhc word "Inspccroi' by 
5. ?(c)[ii). ;bid. 

T h c  words within thc squarr-bnckc~s wcrc subsiirurcd for rhc word " Ins~cror"  by 
s. ?(d)(i), ;bid. 

"The words wirhin ihe squvt bnckrts wcn: subs~itutcd for i l ~ e  word "Regisrnr" by 
s.?(d)[ii), ihid. 

Thc words within the square bnckc~s were subsliluled ror thc words "Thc Rcgisrrv 
shall scnd lhc rewrl with hi% cnmmrnis thewon 10 thc Slarc Govcrnrncn~. On ~ ~ r u s n l  
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(7) If Dn a pcrusal of [he rcport '[madc by the Conlmissioner lor 
Enquiry,] ir appears to the Stare Governmenl [hat any person has, in 
relalion to the formalion, promotion, managemen1 or conduct of [he 
business of thc society, bccn guilty of any offcncc For which hc is criminally 
liable, the Sratc Government may direct thc proseculion of such person 
for the offencc. 

(8) The cxpcnses of, and incidental to, an invesrigation by ?la 
Commissioner for Enquiry] appointed by lhc Stalc Government shall be 
defraycd by [he Slare Govcrnrnent. 

DissoIu~ion 24. ( 1  ) A socicly may be dissolved if by h e  votes ofJ[three-fourths] 
by rrsolu~ion of I t~c  members i t  pzses a resolution for such dissolution at a gencral 

meeting convened for h c  purpose. 
(2) Whcrc a resolurion for dissolution of  a sociely is passed under 

sub-sec~ion ( I ) ,  ~ h c  Governing Body shaIl rakc such steps for thc disposal 
and sclrlcrnent or rhe property of rhc society and its claims and liabilities 
as il may think fit subjccl lo the reguln~ions of the socicty, i f  any. 

(3) Aftcr all necessary srcps have bccn taken under sub-seciion (21, 
the Governing Bady shall scnd a report to rhc Registrar rncntioning if 
thcre are any surplus assels. 

(4) The Rcgistrar shall thcrcupon issuc a nolice jo thc Oficial 
Guie~te  to the efrecr lhar i f  no abjection is recei,vcd from any claimanr, 
or crcdiior or any mernbcr o i  the socicly wilhin W c c  months from h e  
date of the notice, &e socicty shall, subjcct to the provisions of seclion 
27, bc dissolved. 

(5) Ti no objection is received within three months a s  aforesaid, and 
aFter thc surplus assels, i f  any, have bccn disposed or as provided in 
section 27. rhz ~ c ~ i s t r a r  shall make an ordcr c*nfirming thedissolu~ion 
or  the socjeiy and thereupon thc society shall s ~ a n d  djssolved. The 
Rcgistrar shall record the ordcr oidissolulion in the regisrcr maintained 
in his office. 

(6) Tl any objec~ion is received from any claimant or creditor wihin 
the period of rhree months as aforesaid thd R e g i s m  shall not rnakc an 
ordcr confirming [he dissoludon of thc socicty unless he is salisfied 
l h a ~  rhc rclevan~ claim or liabilily has been duIy sel~led and h c  surplus 
asscrs. iC any, have bccn disposed of as providcd in seclion 27. If 
howcvcr any  objcction is reccived from any mernbcr the Registrar 
shall nor make ah order confirming [he dissdlurion of Ihc society bul 
shnll makc an application to ~ h c  Courl under scction 25. 

'Thewords wllhin h c  squ;rre bnckcti weresuhslitu~ed for~hc words "andhccommcnrs 
of lhc Kegis~mr.'' by s. 2(l)d4hc WC~I Rengd Sociclics Rcgismrion (Amcndmn~)Aa. 19Sd 
(\VIA Bcn.Acl XXVll  o f  l9F1). 

'Tk aords within rhc qum bnckcis wcn: subsrirurcd lor thr: words "an Inspeciar" 
by s. ?(g). ;bid. 

'Snh~tifllfrrl rnr rhr lvnrd"Ihn-r.fihh~bv hb c 6 -F#hr  \Wrr nnnn-.l En,:,.:,. D,-:r.r.l-:-- 
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(7) Where any Governmcnr has madc in any manncr any contrihulion 
to the funds or blhcr assets olrr society, such sociery shall not bc dissolved, 
unless Ihe Statc Governmenl has givcn its llsscnt to the dissolurion. 

25. ( 1 )  The Court may. on thc applicalion of the Regislrar or on the Dissolution 
appliwtian of no1 less Lhon one-tenh of the mcmbers, makc an ordcr for 
!he dissolution oFa society in h e  following cases:- 

(a) if thcre is any contravention by [he sociery of the provisions 
of this Act; 

(b) if [he number of mcmbers is less ban seven: 
(c) if the society has ccascd to function for moic lhan thrcc years; 
(d) if thc society is unable to pay iu deb~s or meel its liabililies; 
(e) if ir i s  proper that rhe sociely should bc dissolved. 

(2) When an order far thc dissoludon of a socicly is madc hy thc I 
Coun, dissoIution shall lake placc in such manner as thc Coufl may 
direct. I 

I 
26. ( 1 )  Whcre in the opinion of thc Regislrar there arc rcasonablc Dissolurion 

I 
! 

grounds to bclicve [hat a saciely is not managing i ~ s  affairs properly or byRegi5Lm. 

i s  not runcrioning. hc shall send 10 the society a[ its regisrered office a 
notice by rcgislered post calling upon it ro show causc within such lime 
as may be specified i n  thc norice why the society shall not bc dissolved. 

(2) I F  no cause i s  shown or i f  Ihe cause shown bc considered by ihc 
Regisrnr 10 be unsadsfanory ihc Registrar may move thc Caurl under 
section 25 for making an ordcr for he dissoluLion of Ihe society. 

27. If aher the disposal and selllemcnl of h e  properly of a society 
n ~ ~ d  irs claims and liabilities, [here arc any surplus assets, such asseu 
shall no1 be paid to or disrribuled amongst [he members of thc society or 
any of illem bul shall he given !a somc other socicly LO be dclcrrnined- 

(a)  in [he cast or a dissoIurion under scchon 24, by Lhe votes of 
'[rhree-founhs] oithc members, or in deraulr thereof, by the 
Rcgislrar, with ~e approvd of the Starc Governmcnc 

(b) in the casc of a dissolution under sccrion 25, by rhe Courr. 

9% A peson shall be disqualified for being chosen as, and for 
being, a mem bcr of the Governing Body or thc President. Secretary 
or any othcr office-bearer of a society. if- 

( a )  he is an undischxged insolveni;' or 

Disqudili- 
carions for 
king . . 

m~rnberof 
r h :  
G o ~ c m k g  
Body.rtc.. 
ofaswicry. 

'Subsii~ured I o r ~ h t  word "rhrce-CiOhs" by s.7 ofrhc Wcst BengalSrnieries Regismlion 
(Amcndmnr)Aci, 1964(Wcsi Bcn. ACI Xof 1964), 

. . . .  



Co~ti~nunim- 
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(b) he has been convicred of  any offencc in connccdon with [he 
formation. pronlolion, manngcmcnr or conduct of the affairs 
01 asocicty or a body corporate, or of any offencc involving 
moral turpirude: 

Provided [ha[ the disqualificarion undcr clausc {b) shall 
cenw 31 tllc cnd of live years after h c  datc of conviction, or 
where a scnlencc of imprisonment has been imposed, aficr 
thc dale oTcxpimtion of rhc senrence. 

29. Any person may inspeci any document filed wirh [he Regismr 
undcr this Act '[on paymenl of a fee oftrvo rupees for ihe lirsr year, and 
onc rupee for each addiliona1 year, for evcry inspcclion of cach documenl 
relaling lo one sociny;] and any person may obiain a copy or exlracl of 
any document or any pan of any document, cenificd by ~ h c  Regis~rat, 
on paymenl of such Tce as may be prescribed. Such ccnified copy shall 
be admissible 3s evidence of the mailers herein contained in all legal 
pmcccdings. 

30 ( 1 )  Wherc a socicty acccp~s a gift of any liind from any person 
for a spcific purposc il shall not use the gift or any par1 hereof for any 
alher purposc without the written consent of the donor or i i  the donor 
bc dead, without I he wri~!cn consent of rhe Rcgisuar. The Rcgisrrar 
shall no1 give such consen1 unless he is sadsfied that lhc purposc for 
which the gif~ w x  madc is  incapable o l  execution by the socicty. 

(2) 'For any conrravenrion of [he provisions of subsection (1); every 
olficcr in dclault shall be punishable with fine which extend lo two 
hundred and CtCiy rupees. 

31. All cornmunicnlions wilh a society shall be addresscd to ~ h c  
sociery by nanlt and sen1 to its regislered office. 

32. (1) Na persecution shall be inslituled lor any offencc under chis 
Act exccpr with the prcvious sanction of the Srate Government 

(2 )  Nothing in sub-sec~ion (1) shall apply to any prosccu~ion 
mcnriancd in scction 21. 

33. No suir, prosecution or procceding shall l ie  in any Civil or 
Criminal Coun againsi the Registrar or against any =[Commissioner Tar 
Enquiry] appoirj~cd undcr stv~ion 23, and no suit or proceeding shall 
lie i n  any Civil Coun against [he Slalc govern men^, for anylhing in 
good fa i~h  done or intended ro be done undcr this Act or Ihc rules. 

'The wonls within lhcsqum bnckcls wen:subs~j~ured for rhc w n d ~  ''on p.nyrnen~oT n Iee 
oionc r u ~ c  Tor cvrv inswcrion;" bps. 3ork  1Ya1 B e n d  Swicu- Registr;lljon (Second 
A~~undmenl)Ac~. 1984(Wcrt Ben. Act W I  01 1984). 

T h z  words wirhin rhc squm bnckeE wmsubaiiurrd Iorlhc word "Inspectot' by s. 3 of 
1hctVcSl Benyal Sucierics Reais~r;~rion (Arnendmmrl Arr IQRA r l V r c r  R-- v m r r r  -< 
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. . .. 
8 - , .. . . - - . , .  . , , . -  - -  

. . - . .  
. . 

. - 34. ( 1 )  An appcal undcr [his Act may be filed wilhin ihirty days of Limirmion. , . 

[he darc uf ~ h c  objccrion or ardcr appealed against. 

(2) The provisions of sec~ions 5 and 12 of [he Indian Lirnita~ion 
t x  of 1903. Acr, 1908, shall: apply to any appeal under lhis Act. 

35. ( 1 )  The Stare Govcmmeni may make Lmlcsfor carrying oul h e  Pvqvcrlo 
makc rules. - .  

purposcs of (his Ac[. 

(2) I n  parricular and without prejudice l o  !hc gcncralily of the 
. . . . . . .  foregoing power, such ruies wily prvvide for all or any of thc following . . . . . . - - .  . - , , .  . ,  - mauers, namely:-- 

(a) rhe procedure for any appeal under this Act to the Statc 
Govcrnrnent and ~ h c  fee for such appeal, i l  any; 

(b) rhc fee, if any, ID bc paid fur filing any dacurnenr. orhcr than 
Ihc memorandum and the regularions under sub-secrioh (1) 
of section 4; 

(c) the mainlenance of the register of societies and othcr books, 
i f  any, by h e  Rcgislrar; 

(d) [he fec l o  be paid for oblaining any copy or cxlract OF any 
dwu~nent certified by lhc Rcgislrar. 

(3) All fecs paid under this Act shall becredited lo h e  Consolidalcd 
Fund of !he Srale. 

11 uf IS6O. 36 ( 1 )  Thc Socie~ics Registralion Ac!, 1860, in its applicalion to Re@ 
uving .  West Bcngal, is hereby repealed. . . 

. . 

(2) Any society rcgistcrcd in any place within West BengaI under . . 

thc Societies Regislration Act, 1860, shall be dccrned to havc been 
regisrered under {his Acr, and i ~ s  principal officc shall be deemcd to bc . . . , ,  

. . 
. - .  . , 

, . 

1hc rcgistercd ofice of [he sociely: 

Providrd that- 

(a) h e  mcmorandum of  associalion and the regularions of any 
such society shall ,  if they are repugnant 10 any of the 
provisions of [his Act and the rulcs, be brought in  conformily 
~hercwith wihia six monrhs from ~ h c  comrncncernent of 
(his Act or within such furher pcriod as the Registnr may 
allow, and thereafrer shall to  he cxrenl of such repugnancy 
bc deemed to be viod and of  no effect; 

- - - - -  

'For rules ~nadc undcr scclion 35 olthc Acr.see noiificnrion No. 1077 Corn., dared !hc 
23d March, 1963. published in  he Clllcurro Gozerre. Ertruodi#rrrn: dared 28.3.63. Pan I, 



T f ~ e  Wesr Berigor Socieries Regisrrotiot~ Act, 1961. 

[West Ben. Act XXVI of 1961.1 

(b) any oficer elecicd or appointed lo an officc before thc 
comn~ence~ncnl  of this ACI and holding such ofrice 
immedialcly bciore such conlnlcncemcnt shall continue to 
hold such office until [he expiry or his lcrm of office or unril 
such officc is Ia~vlutIy LC-i-mina~ed; 

(c) no~hing in his  scciion shall affeci--: 
. . .  

. . .  (i) any right, privilege, obliga[ion or liability acquired, . . 

accrued or incurrcd under ~ h c  Sociclies Regislra~ion 21 ~r 1860, . . . . .  . . .  ...... . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  Acl, 1860; . , - .  ....... 

. . 

. . . . . . .  . . . .  . . ,  

(ii) any penally or punishmen~ incurred in respcct of any 
offence commir~cd under the said Acl; 

(iii) any investigarion, legal proceeding or remedy in respccl 
of any such righi, privilege, obligalion, liability, penally 
or punishment as aforesaid; 

(iv) my proceedings in dissolu~ion commenced before the 
coming into Force of  this ACL; 

and any such invcsrigation. lcgill proceeding or remcdy may be instilutcd, 
con~inued or enforced and any such pcnalry or punishmcnl may be 
imposed and any such proceedings in dissolu~jon may be conlinued as 
if lhis Act had not bccn passed. 




