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West Bengal Act XTI of 1962!

THE WEST BENGAL_ HOME GUARDS ACT, 1962.
AMENDED .. West Ben. Act XII of 1990.
[Jdth December, 1962.1An

Actr to provide for the constitution of Home Guards in
West Bengal.

WhiReAS il is necessary 10 provide for the constitution of Home Guards
in Wesl Bengal;

It is hereby enacled in the Thirteenth Year of the Republic of India,
by the Legislature of Wesl Bengal, as follows:—

1. This Act may be called the West Bengal Home Guards
Acl, 1962.

(2) Tiextends to Lthe whole of West Bengal,

2. Inthis Act, unless there is anything repugnaant in the subject or
context,—

(1) *'Calcutta’ means the 1own of Calcutta as delined in seetion
3 of the Calcuua Police Acl, 1866 together with the suburhs
of the town of Calcutia as defined by notihcalion under
section | of the Calcutta Suhurban Police Act, 1866;

(1A) “Commandant General, Home Guards” means the
officer appointed as such under section 2A;

(2) “district” mecans a Zila referred 10 in the Bengal Districts
Act, 1864, bul does not, in the case of the district of
24-Parganas, include any area comprised in the suburbs of
the town of Calcutta as defined by notilrcation under section
1 of the Calcuita Suburban Police Act, 1866.

(3} “Home Guard” means a Home Guard constituted under
sectlicn 3.

’2A. The Stale Government may, by notification in the Qfficial
Gazette, appoint an officer to be the Commandant General, Home Guards,
on such terms and conditions as the Siale Government may detcrmine.

2B. The Commissioner of Police, Calcuna, shall be the ex-officio
Additional Commandant General, Home Guards.

'2C. The Superintendeat of Police in a district shali, for (he purposes
of this Act, be under the Commandant General, Home Guards.

'For the Swaicment of Objects and Reasons and the Financial Memormndum, see Ihve Calcuiia
Guzette, Extraordinary of \he 14th November, 1962, Part 1V A, page 34515 for proccediogs of
the Wesl Benpal Legistalive Assembly. see the proceedings ol the meeting of that Assembly
held onthe 21st November, 1962; and lor proceedings ol the West Bengal Lagistative Council,
see the proceedings of the teeting, of 1hat Council held on the 22nd November, 1562,

“Clause {1A) was inseried by 5. 2 of the West Bengal Home Guands (Amendment) Act,
1990 (West Ben. Act X1 ol 19003,

1Quetinne TA YR antl 20 were incerted by s 3 jhid.
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418 The West Bengal Home Guards Act, 1962,
[West Ben. Act

{Sections 3-6.)

Coﬂsl.ilmion 3. '[The Superintendent of Police in a district, upan such directions
E;fum?&:c as may be given by the Commandant General, Home Guards, or the

Commissioner of Police and ex-gfficio Additional Commandant General,
Home Guards, in Calcutta, may constitute for the district or for Caleuua,
as the case may be, a body of volunteers] o be called the Home Guards,
the members of which shall discharge such functions in relation 1o the
pretection of persens, the sccurity of property or the public safety as may
be assigned to them in accordance with the provisions of this Act and
the rules made thereunder.

Appoinunent 4. *[The Superintendent of Police in a district, upon such directions

ofmembers. 25 may be given by the Commandant General, Home Guards, or the
Coummissioncer of Police and ex-gfficio Additional Commandani General,
Home Guards, in Calcutia, may cnrol as volunteers] of the Home Guard
s0 many persons, who are fit and willing o serve as such, as he is
authorised by the Stote Government to appoint and may appoinl any
such member to any office of command in 1the Home Guard.

Functions of 5. The Superintendent of Police in a district *[subject to the approval

menhers. ol the Commandant General, Home Guards,] or the Commissioner of
Palice ‘[and cx-gfficio Additional Commandant General, Home Guards, |
in Calcuita may at any Lime call out 2 *[volunicer! of the Home Guard for
training of o discharge any of the funclions assigned to the Home Guard
in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made
thercunder.

PO\:’f-‘_rs- 6. (1) A “{volunteer] of the Home Guard when called out under
B onm| section 5 shall have the same powers, privilages and protection as an

officer of police appointed under any Act for the time being in force.

(2} No prosccution shall be instituted againsi a [volunteer] of the
Home Guard in respect of anything done or purporiing 1o be done by
him in the discharge of his functions as such 7[volunteer], excepl with
the previous sanction in a district of the District Magistrate, or in Calcutla
of the Commissioner of Police *[and ex-officie Additional Commandant
General, Home Guards].

"The words within the squane brackets were substituted for the words “The Superintendent
of Police in a disteic or the Commissioner of Policy in Calcuna may constituie for the district
or Caulcuna, as the case may be, abody" by s. 4 of the West Bengal Home Guards { Amendmient)
Act, 1990 (West Ben, Act XI1 of 1590).

*The werds within the square brackets were substituled for the words ““The Supcriniendent
of Palice in a districtor the Commissioncr of Police in Calcytia may appoint as members™ by
5.5, ibid.

*The words witkin 1he square brackets were inseried by s. 6{1}, ibvd.

*The words within the square brackels were inseried by s. 6(2), ibiid.

*The word within the square brackets was subsriruted for the word "member™ by 5. 6(3),
ibid,

. “The word within the square brackeis was substituted for the word “member” by s. 7(I},
itid.

"The word within the square brackets was substirted lor the word "member by s. 7(2)(a),
ibid.
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XI of 1962.]
{Sections 7-10.)

7. The '[volunteers] of the Home Guard when called out under  Conuol by T
section 5 directly in aid of the police force shall be under the control of gg?fci‘f.;r';c
the officers of such force, in such manner and Lo such extent as may be )
prescribed by rules made under section 9.

8. Ifany *[volunteer] of a Home Guard, on being called oul under  Penalty.
section 5, without sufficient excuse neglects or refuses to obey such
arder or o discharge his funciions [as such voluntecr] or o obey any
lawful order or dircction given to him for the performance
of his dulies, he shall, on conviction by a competent Courl, be
punishable with fine which may extend to fifly rupees.

‘8A. The provisions of this Act shall have effect nolwithslanding ~ Actio have
50f 1861. anything (o the contrary contained in the Poliee Act, 1861 or the Calcutia g;r‘ég‘_d’"g
BFTQQ;‘ IV Police Act, 1866 or in any other law for the time being in force.

o .

9. The Stalc Government may make *rules consistent with this Act  Rules.
providing for;—
{a) the exercise of control by officers of the police force over
‘[volunteers} of the Home Guard when acting directly in aid
of the police force; ‘
(b) the organisation, ’[enrolment], training, conditions of service, |
duties, discipline, arms, accountrements and clothing of
f[volunteers] of the Home Guard and the manner in which
they may called out for service;
(c) allowances, if any, payable 1o the *{volunticers] of the Home i
Guard and the conditions subject to which such allowances ;
may be paid; !
(d) conferment on ‘°[volunteers] of the Home Guard of such
powers exercisable by a police officer or such other person
under any Central or State Act for the time being in force as N U L
the State Government may think it; s S T
(e) gencrally giving cifect to the provisions of this Act.

"The wonl within the squarc brackets was substiluled for the word "members” by
5. § of the Wesl Benpal Home Guards (Amendment) Act, 1990 (West Ben. Act XTH ol 1950,

*The word within the square brackets was substituted for the word “member” by
5. (1), ibid.

*The words within the square brackels were subslituled for the word “as a member ¢f the
Homwe Guard" by s. 9(2), ibid.

Seclion 8A was inscried by s. I1, ibid.

*For the West Bengal Home Guards Rules, 1962, see notilication No. 4583-P1., daled the
131th November, 1962, published in the Calcnirta Gazetie. Extraordinary ol 1962, Part ], pages
3435-3438, as subsequently amended from Gme fo time.

. “The word within the squarc brackels was substilued for the word “members™ by
5. 16{1} . oflihe Wesl Bengal Home Guards (Amendment} Act, 1990 (West Ben. Act X of
[990).

"The word within the square brackets was substiluled for the word “appointmem” by
5, 1¢2)(a}, ibid. ,

#The worl within 1he square brackels was subsiituted for the word "members" by s. 10{2){b).
ilrid.

¥The word within the square brackels was substituled for the word “members” by s. 10(3),
ibid.

"Fhe word within the <ovare brackeis was suhstituled for the word "members” by s HW4),
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[West Ben, Act XI of 1962.]

(Section 10.)

Repeal and 10. (1) The Wesl Bengal Home Guards Ordinance, 1962, is hereby — West Ben.
Suvings. repealed. ?grg_, Xlof

{2) Anything done or any action laken under the WesL Bengal Home
Guards Ordinance, 1962, shall be deemed to have been validly done or
laken under this Act as if this Acl had commenced on the 11th day of
November, 1962.





