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West Bengal Act IX of 1972' 
'rm WEST BENGAL MAINTENANCE OF 

PUBLIC ORDER ACT, 1972. 

Air Acr to provide for special provisiorrs lor the n~ni~trcrrarrcc oj 
pttblic order 11y the prcve~iriorr of i l l ep l  acquisitiorl, possession or rise 
of arms o11d rrre supprcssiori of s ~ ~ b v e r ~ ~ i v c .  c~ctiviries e~~rlung~*ritrg prrblic 
~ u l e ~  ar~d rrurzq~rilliry a~rdjor rrlofters connecred there ~villt or i~lcider~tol 
~l~erero. 

WHEREAS it is cxpediznt to provide for special provisions for the 
maintenance of public order by the prevention of il kgal acquisition, 
possession or use of arms and lhc suppression of subversive acdvilies 
endangering public safety and uanquilliry and Tor mauers connectcd 
rhcnvich or incidenral thcreto; 

It is hereby enacted in [he Twenty-third Year of  he Republic or 
India, by [he Legislature of Wesl Bengal, as follows:- 

CHAPTER I 

Preliminary. 

I. (1) This Act may be called the Wcst Beogal Mi~inrcnance of 
Public Order Ac[, 1972. 

(2) IL extends ro Ihe whole of West Bengal. 

2. In this Act, unless [he context othenvise requires,- 
(a) "essenfal commodity" means food. waler, fuel, light or 

power and inctudes such other thing as may bc declared by 
lhe Slate Govemmen~, by nolification, 10 be essential For [he 
life of thc community: 

(b) "esscnlial service" means any service conncc~cd with- 
(i) public conservancy or smi~ation, 

(ji)  hospitals or dispensaries. 
(iii) tramways or lrinsport, whether provided by the State 

or by any olhcr body, authorily or individual, or 

(iv) gas works, 
and includes such other services connected with the rnarrers with rcspecl 
to which ~ h c  Slale Legislature has power ro make laws and which rhe 
Srate Government. being of  opinion that the mainfenancc or such service 
is necessary For the prevention of grave hardship lo Ihc communi~y, may, 
by notificnlion, dcclare to be essential service; 

Shorl litlc 
and cnlcnl. 

'For S~nrerncnl o f  Objccrs and Reasons. rcc lhc Calcurfa Gn~efte, Eriruardit~nry. 
P~rt  1VA of llie 17th April. 1972, p a p  1158-859: for proceedings or [he IWst Rcngal 
Legislarivc Assembly, set  lhc pmecdings or thc rncc~ing of (ha! A~.wmbly licld on 
25th April, 1972. 



Efrccr of ~ h c  
provisions of 
Ihe Acl 
whcn 
inconsis~cnt 
with olhcr 
law. 

Saving. 

Non- 
complimcc 
wlh lhl: 
pmvibions irf 
rhc Acl or 
any ordcrs 
madc 
[hereunder. 
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(c) "notified" and "norilication" mean nolified and nolifica~ion 
respectively in [hc Oficial Gazette; 

(d) "prescribed" means prescribed by any ruIe or  order madc 
under lhis Act; 

( c )  ''protected place" means a place declared under seclion 6 
lo be a protected place; 

(r) "public servant" includes any public set-van[ as defined in 
the Indian Penal Code and any servnnr o l  any local authority 45 or 1860. 

and any person engaged in any enlployrnent or class of 
employn~ent which the Slale Governmenr may. ram timc 

, - 
to lime, declare lo be employment or class of employment 
essenrial to the life of the community; 

(g) "subversive acl" means any act which i s  intended, or is 
likely,- 

(i) to endanger public safely and tranquillity, 
(ii) to organise, further or hclp rhc illegal acquisition, 

possession or use of- 
(a) arms, ammunirion or milirnry srorcs as dcfined in 

 he Arms Act, 1959; 54 OT 1959. 

(b) explosive substances as defined in thc Explosive 
Substances Act, 1908, or corrosive substances; 6 or 190R. 

(iii) ro commit an offence or raiding under this Act or  to 
further or help the commission thereof. 

3. The provisions of [his Act and of any orders made rhcrcunder 
shall havc effect notwiths~anding anything inconsislenl ~hcrcwith 
contained in any other law for thc rime being in farceor in any instrument 
having effect by virtue of any such law. 

4. No prohibition, restriction or disability imposed by or under this 
Acl. unless olhcrwise expressly provided by an order made by the Stale 
Govcrnmenl or by an officer specially aurhorised by the Srarc Govcmmcnt 
in this behdf, shall apply to anylhing done by, or  under [he direcrion 
or, any public servant acling in he course or his duly as such public 
servnnr. 

5. If  any peaon to whom any provision of this Act relales or to 
whom any order made in pursuance of any such provision is addrcsscd 
or relares or who is in occupation, possession or control of any land, 
building, vchicle, vessel or other rhing ro which such provision relares. 
or in respec1 of which such order is made, fails withour lawrul aurhority 
or excuse, himself, or in respect of m y  land, building, vehicle, vessel 
or olher thing of which he is in occupalion. possession or control, lo 
comply with such provision or ordcr, he shall bc decmed to have 
contravened such provision or order. 



The WL'SI Berrgul Muir~re~iu~ice of Plrblic Order Acr, 1972. 

CHAPTER IT 

Access to certain places. 

6. (1) If as respecls any place or class of places the State Government Prorcckcd 

considers i t  necessary or expedient in rhe public interes~ or in the in~cresl 
of the safety and sccurily of such place or class of places lhnl special 
precautions sllould be taken to prevent the enlry of unaulhorised persons, 
 he Slate Government may by order declare lhar place, or, is thc caqc may 
bc, every place of that class lo be a protected place; and [hereupon, for 
so long as [lie order is in force, such place or every placc of such CIXW, 
as the c a e  may be, shall bc a pro~ccted place for the purposcs of this Acr. 

(2) No person shall, wilhout the permission of the Stare Government 
or  of any person in authority connected with thc prolccred placc duly 
authorised by thc State Govcrnmcnl in this behall or of the Disrrict 
Magistrare or  of the Sub-Divisional Magiswale having jurisdiction, enter, 
or be on or  in. or pass over, any prolecled place and no person shall loiter 
i n  the vicinily of any such place. 

(3) Where in pursuance or sub-section (2) any person is granled 
permission to enter, or to be on or in, or  to pass over, a protected place. 
that person shall, while acting under such permission, comply with such 
orders for regulaling his conduc~ as may be given by! he authoriry which 
gmnred the permission. 

(4) Any police officer, or any other person authorised in this behalf 
by thc Statc Govemmcnt, may scnrch any person cntering or sccking to 
cnler, or being on or in, or  leaving, a protected place and any vehicle, 
vessel, animal or  anicle brought in by such person and may. For [be 
purpose of [he search, detain such person, vel~icle, vessel, animal or 
artictc: 

Providcd lhnl no woman shall bc scarchcd in pursunncc of this sub- 
sccrion excepl by a woman. 

(5) If any pcrson contrilvcncs any provision of this section, thcn. 
without prejudice 10 any othcr proceedings which may be laken againsl 
him, he may be removed ~herefmm by any palice oFFicer or by any orher 
person authorised in [his behalf by [he Slate Governmenl. 

(6) If any person conlraveoes any of the provisions of  (t i is sec~ion. 
he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may exlend 
lo lhree years, or wit11 fine, or with borh. 

7. Any person ivho effecls or attempts LO effect enlry inlo u protected FOK~IIS 01 

place,- cvading a guard. 
(a) by using, or thrcalcning tu use, criminal rorcc to any person 

posrcd -ror rhc purprlsc or protccling, or prcvcn~ing or 
controlling access to. such place, or 

(b) aRer taking prccuu~ions ID conccal his cnlry or ntlemptctl 
entry from any such person, 

shall be punishable with imprisonmcn~ Tor a rcrm which may exrend to 
Five years, or with fine, or wilh both. 
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CHAPTER 111 

Prevention of subvcrsivc acts. 

Sahotagc. 8. (1) No person shall do any act with intent to injurously affect, 
whelher by impairing ibe efficiency or impeding the working of anything 
or in any olher manner whatsocvcr. or to cause destnicrion of or damage 
10,- 

(a) any building, vchiclc. machinery, appmlus or olher property 
used or intended to bc used, for the purpose of Government 
or any local auhorily or any Corpontion owned orconuolled 
by Government; 

(b) any niIway (a delincd in tlle Indian Railways Acl, 18901, 90118%)- 

aerial ropcway (as defined in the Bengal Aerial Ropeways 
Act, 1923). lmmway, road, canal, canal cmbankmenls, Bcn.Ac(VI1 

or 1923. 
prolcclive bunds. sluice-gales, lockgales, bridge, culvert, 
causeway, por~, dockyard, lighthouse, acrdrornc (as defined 
in thc AircnTl Acl, 19341, air-Field, ~ir-slrip or any inslalation 22 of 1934. 

 herc con or any relegraph line or post (as defined in [he 
lndian Telegraph Act, 1855); 13oi1885. 1 

(c) any rolling stock of a railway or tramway or any vehicle 
of  n Srulc or privaLe [ransport servicc or any vessel or 
aircraft; 

(d) any building or other propcrty used in connection with the 
production, distribution or supply of any essen tial commodity 
OF maintenance. of any essential scrvice, any sewage rvorks, 
mine or factory; 

(e) any prohibited place as dclined in sub-section (7) of section 
2 of rhe Official Secrets Act, 1923. 19 or 1923. 

(2) The provisions of sub-scction (1) shall apply in  relation to any 
omission on thc par1 ofn person 10 do anylhing which hc is under a duty 
imposed on him by any law or an order of any compclent aurhorily lo 
do, thcy apply ro the doing of any acl by a pcrson. 

(3) Jf  any person conrravcnes any of the provisions of this section, 
he shall be punishable w i ~ h  irnprisclnmcnr for a lerrn which may extend 
to seven years, or with linc, or wilh bolh. 

~ c n a ~ ~ y  roc 9. If any person comrnirs any subversive a c ~ ,  he shall be punishable 
subversive 
PCIS. with imprisonmcnl for II rcrm which may extend to ten years, or ~ i ~ h  

fine, or with both. 
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(Clrupfcr IV,-P~iblic SflJcry and Order-Secl ior~s  10-13.) 

CHAPTER IV 

Public Safety and Order. 

10. Any person who carries on his person or knowingly has in h i s  Punishment 
for carrying 

possession or undcr his control any arms, ammunition or milirary stores ,, psscssing 

as defirizd in lhe Arms Act, 1959, or explosive subsrances as defined ;;;;;g:ivc 
in the Explosive Substances Act, 1908, or corrosive substance, undcr 
such circums!ances 3s 10 give rise lo a reasonable suspicion that he does 
not carry i t  on his person or have i~ in  his possession or under his control 
for a lawful object, shall. unless he can show hat he was carrying i~ an 
'his person or that he'hild it in his possession or under his control Tor 
a Ifirvful object, be punishable wilh imprisonment for a term which may 
cxrend m seven years. lo which Finc may be added. 

11. Whoever commilc dacojty, robbery, theft, ar lheft in a building, kfinilion of 
Im~ing. 

vesscI or vehicle or criminal misappropriation, if the commission of such 
offence rakes place,- 

(a) during a riot or any disturbance of the-public peace at or 
in he  neighbourhood of h e  riot, or the place at which such 
disturbance of the public pence occurs. or 

(b) in any nreJ in which a riol or disrurbmce of the public peace 
has occurred nnd before law and order has bcen completely 
restored in such area, or 

(c) in such circumstances that a person whose propeny is stolen 
or criminally rnisapprapriated is no1 as a consequence or 
rioling or any other disturbam; of the public peace, present 
or able to prolect such property. 

is said ro cornniit the olfcnce of looting. 

12. Whwver cornits mischief by fire or any explosive substance On Dcfinirion or 
r~iding. 

any property of Government or m y  local aulhority or of any corporation 
owncd or conrrolled by Govemmenr or of any educadonal cstablishmen~ 
is said t o  commit the offence of raiding. 

Exp1urratio~1.-In lhis seclion, "mischiel" has the meaning assigned 
45 of 1860. lo il in section 425 of the Indian Pend Code. 

13. Any police officer may use such force as may be necessary in Use or force 
10 slop order lo stop [he commission of the offence of  looting or raiding within ~,,,j,~ ,, 

his view. raiding. 
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14. In the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,- Sof1898. ' 

(a) in seclions 127 and 128, for [he words 'hihcer in  charge 
of a police-station", [he words "any police officer above the 
rank of Assis~ant Sub-Inspeclor of Police" shall be 
subsrituled; 

(b) in scction 497, in sub-seciion ( I ) ,  For the parlion beginning 
wilh "if there appear reasonable grounds" and ending with 
"impdsonmcnl for life", the words "unless the prosecudon 
has been given a reasonable opporluniiy to oppose rhc 
applicuion for such rclcase, and where such application is 
opposed by the prosecu tion, unless thc Court is sarisficd that 
there are reasonable grounds for bclicving t h a ~  he is nai 
guilty oFnny offence punishable with deaih or imprisonment 
for lire or imprison men^ for a rcrm of seven years or more" 
shall be substirured. 

15. Notwithslanding anything contained in rhc Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898,any police ofticc may, wilhout an order from a Magismlc 
and willlout a w m n r ,  arresr any person who is reasonably suspected 
of having commitled any offence under this Acr. 

CHAPTER V 

Miscell;~ncous Provisions. 

16. (1)  If. in thc opinion of h e  Slole Govemrnenl, il is necessary 
or expcdienr so to do for preventing or suppressing subversive acw or 
for mainraining supplies i d  services essenlial to rhe lire oFrhe cornrnuniry, 
it may by order in  writing requisition any properly,-movable or immovable, 
and may makc such funher orders a appear to i t  10 bc necessary or  
expedient in  connccdon wilh the requisilioning. 

(2) The SLarc Government may use or deal wirh any properly 
requisitioned under sub-section (1) in such manner as may appear to il 
to bc expedient. 

(3)  The Stale Governmenl shall pay compensalion far any propeny 
requisitioned by it under sub-section ( I ) ,  and the principles according 
lo which and the manner in which such compensalion is to bederermined 
and given shall be as follows:- 

(3 where the amount of compensation can be fixed by 
agreement, it shall bc paid witl~in three months in accordance 
wirh such agreemenl; 
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(b) where no such agreement can be reached, thc amounl of 
compensation shall be such as an arbitrator appointed in this 
behalf by the State Government may award: 

Provided that in the case of immovable properly, the 
arbitrator shall bc a Disrricl Judge or an Additional District 
Judge; 

(c) in awarding [he alnounl of compensarion, the arbiritor shall 
have reg& to the pecuniary loss a~tribulable 10 the requisilion 
and lo any other circums~slnccs which hc considers lo be jusl 
and propcr; 

(d) in the case of immovable property, the Slale Government 
may, in nny parlicuIar case, nomjnale a person having expen 
knowledge as lo the nature of the property requisilioned to 
assisl the arbirralor and where such nomination is made, Ihe 
person to be compensaled may also nominate anohcr person 
for the said purpose; 

(e) an appeal shall lie to [he High Coun against an award of 
thc arbitrator cxcept in cases where [he amount of 
compensation awarded does not exceed five thousand rupees 
in lump or in thc casc of an amounr payable periodically, 
~ w o  hundred and fifly rupees per mensem; 

(0 in case of movabIe properly, where, jn~mediately before the 
requisirion, the propcrly was by virlue of a hire-purchase 
agreemenr in [he possession of a person olher than the 
owner, the total compensarion payable in respect of the 
requisition shall be apporlioned between that person and the 
owncr and in dcfault of agrecmcnt, in such manner as the 
arbitrator referred 10 in clause (b) may dccide to be just and 
proper; 

(g) the amount awarded as compensation by the arbilralor or 
ordered to be paid by the High Courl on appeal in cases 
coming under clause (e) shall be paid within three months 
of the date of  [he award or order made by thc arbitralor or 
rhe High Court; 

(h) save as provided in this sub-seclion and in any rules made 
under section 24. nolhing in any orher law for the lime 
k ing  in form shall apply lo an arbitration under his sub- 
seclion. 

(4) Where any im~novable property requisitioned under sub-section 
( I )  is 10 be released from requisition, the State Government may, after 
making such inquiry, if any, as ir considers necessary, specify by order 
in writing the pesrson who appears to the S [ate Government to be entitled 
to the possession of such properly: 
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(5) The dclivcry of possession of [he immovable property , ; - - .  . . -. 

requisitioned under sub-secrion (1) to [he person specihed in an order , , 

made under sub-seclion (4) shall be a full discharge of the State 
Government from all liability in  respecr of such delivery, but shall not 
prejudice any righh in respect of such propcrly which any other person 
may bc cntirled by due process of law lo enforce against the person lo 
whom possession of such property is so  delivered. 

(6) Where the person lo whom possession of any immovable property 
requisitioned under sub-section ( I )  is to be given cannot bc found or is 
not readily asceflainable or has no agent or othcr person empowered ro 
accept delivery on his behalf, thc Srarc Governrnenr shall cause a nolice 
declaring that such properly is rcleased from requisidon lo be affixed 
on some conspicuous part of such property and publish [he notice in the 
Oficial Grrzette. 

(7) When a notice referred 10 in sub-section (6) is published in lhe 
Oflcial Gazerre, the immoviiblc properly specified in  such notice shall 
cease 10 be subject 10 requisilion on and from the date of such publication 
and be deemed to have been delivered lo thc person entitled lo the 
possession ~hcreof; and the Slaw Governmen1 shall not be Iiable for any 
compensation or orher claim in respect of such property for any period 
afler [he said dale. 

(8) (a) Where any immovable property requisilioned under sub- 
section (1) is released from requisilion, compensation shall also bc paid 
in respec[ of any damage donc during thc period of requisilion lo such 
property other lhan whal may have been sus~ained by normal wear and 
tear or by natural causes. 

(b) When the amount of such compcnsarion can be Fixed by 
agreemenr, it shall be paid in accordance wilh such agreement; where 
no such agreement can be reached, the mailer shall be referred to an 
arbilrator and thereupon the provisions of sub-section (3) which arc 
applicable to immovable property shall, u far as may bc, apply. 

(9) The State Government may, with a view to requisitioning any 
properly under sub-section (l), by order,- 

(a) require any person lo furnish lo such authority as may be 
specified in h e  order such information in his possession 
relating to the property as may be so specified; 

(b) direct that  he owncr, occupier or person in possession of 
[he propcrty shall no1 wilhou~ the permission of the Slale 
Governmenr dispose of it or where [he properly is a building, 
slructurally aher it or where the property i s  movable, remove 
it from the premises in which i~ is kepl till h e  expiry of such 
reasonable period as may be specified in the order. 



(10) (a) The State Govcrnment may, within thirty days from the date 
' on which possession of any property, requisitioned under sub-section ( I ) ,  

is  rakzn by it, by ordcr in writing, require [lie owner of such properly 
to execurc such repairs therein as rnay be n e c e s s q  to restore such 
property 10 !hc same condition in which ir was irnmedialely before thc 
date on which ~ h c  order under sub-seciion ( 1 )  wm made. 

(b) IF the owner fails lo execule or complete such repairs wihin [he 
time specified, the Srate Government may cnuse such repairs to be 
execulcd or conipletcd and the c o s ~  thereof shall be recoverable from 
the owner as if it were an arrear of land revenue. 

(c) The State Government may, withour prejudice to any ohzr  mode 
of recovery, dcducl h e  cosl rcierred to in clause (b) or any p a  thereof 
from the compensalion payable lo the owncr under sub-scction (3). 

(1 1) Wirhou~ prejudicc to my powers otherwise coferred by [his Act. 
any person authorised in this behalf by  he Srate Govemmen~ may enter 
any premises between sunrise and sunset and inspecr such premises and 
any propefiy therein or thcreon for the purpose of determining whelhcr, 
and, if so, in what manner, an order under this section should be made 
in relation to such premises or property, or with a -view to securing 
compliance with any order made under [his secdon. 

(12) IF any person contravenes any order made under this secrion, 
he shall be punishable with imprisonment for n lerm which may extend 
to lhrec years, or wirh fine, or with both. 

17. ( 1 )  Save as orherwise expressly provided in this Acl, every Publicaiion 
and scrvicc 

authority, officer or person who makes any ordcr in writing in pursuance .r,,,i,,, , . 

of any provision thereof shall publish or serve or cause to be served , . 
. . 

. . 
noticc or such order in such manner as may bc pmvided in rules made 
in this bchalf. 

(2) Where this Act enipowcrs an aulhority, officer or person to take 
action by notified order, lhc provisions of sub-section [ I )  shalt not apply 
in relalion [a such order. 

(3) IT in the course of any judicial proceedings, a question arises 
whether a person was duly informed OF m order made in pursuance of 
any provision of !his Act, compliance with sub-section { L ) ,  or in a case 
to which sub-section (2) applics, the norificalion of the order, shall be 
conclusive proof thnr he was so informed, bur 3 failure 10 comply with 
sub-seclion (1 j 

(i) shall noL prcclude proof by other rncans that he had 
information of the order; and 

(ii) shall not affecr the validily of [he order. 
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(Cllol?t~'r VI.-S~rpplenrenrary arlrl Procedural. S c c r i o r ~ s  18, 19.) 

CHAPTER VI 

Supplen~cntary and Procedural 

Ailc~npls. 18. Any person who atlempls to contravene, or abels, or attempts 
C l C , .  to 
conlr.vcnc lo nbc~, or does any act preparatory lo, a contravention of, any of the 
~ h c  provisions of !his Act or of any order made lhercunder shd l  be dcemed 
provisions of 
ihc ACI. to have conuavcned~hat provision or. as the case may be, thar ordcr. 

Spccid 19. ( I )  In any area in which [he Statc Government, as n consequcnce 
pmvisiw Tor 
scarchcsm of apprehended danger lo  [ha public in such arca, notifies in the Oflcial 

Gazeite in [his behalf, any policc officer may in any road, slrect, nllcy, 
public place. or open space, stop nnd search any person in such area for 
the purpse ofacerlaining wlielher such pcrson is carrying, in contravention 
of any law for [he timc being in iorcc, any explosive or corrosive 
subslance or liquid or any weapon of offence or any article which may 
bc used as a wcapon of offencc and may seize any such subslancc or 
liquid together with it< conlainer, if  any, or any such weapon or arliclc i I 
discovcrcd during such search: 

Provided that every such search shall be made will1 due rcgard lo I 

decency and that no woman shaIl be searched excepl by n woman. 
i 

(2) Any police officer aurhorjsed in this &half by gcneral or special 
order of a Deputy Commissioner of Police in Calcuttil and tht: 
Superintendent of Police eIscwhcre, may enler and search any place, 
vcssel, vehicle, aircraft or animal and, for that purpose, slop any vessel, 
vzhiclc, aircrart or animal and may seizc any commodity, article or thing 

. , (including any vessel, vchicle, aircrafi or animal) which, he has reason 
to velieve. has been, is being or is about ro bc, used for comilting any 
subvcsive acl. 

L3plo1iariott.-Tn this sub-seciion "Calcutla" mcnns the [own or 
Calculra as defined in section 3 of [he CaIcuLla Police Acl, 1866, !ogethzr h l .  1V 

or 186.5. 
wit11 the suburbs of Calculta as defined by noti ficatian under sectiou 1 
of the Calculta Suburban Policc Acl, 1866. Ben. ACI 11 

o f  lRh6. 

(3) Anything seized under sub-section (1) shall be conveyed and any 
commodity, arlicle or lhing (including my vessel, vehiclc, aircraft or 
animal) seized under su b-seclion (2) shall bc reported, without delay 
before a Magislri~e who may give such direcrions as to the temporary 
cusrody hereof as he may think l i t ,  so. however, h a t  where no prosecution 
in respcct thereof is  instiluted wilhid a period, in his opinion, reasonable, 
the Magisimte may, subjcct lo the provision of any other law for !he rimc 
being in  force, give such orders z to dle final disposal rhercaf as he 
deems expedient. 



The Wcsr Betrgrrl Mailrrmurrce of Prrblic Order Acl, 1972. 

(Clraprer VI.-S~rppletrrentary atrd Proced1tral.4ectio1l.s 20-23.) 

20. (1)  NO Court shall takc cognizance of any alleged conmvenrion Cognir~nce 
or 

yz of rhe provisions of this Act or of any order made thereunder, except ,,nI,,,,. 
on a repofl in writing of thc facts consrituting such conlravention, made lie" orlllc 

provisions of 
by a public servant duly aulhorised by [he Stale Government in this ~ h ,  or . . 

behalf. orders madc 
Ihcrcundcr. 

(2) Proceedings in respec1 of a contravenlion of the provisions OF 
this Act alleged to have been commitled by any person may bc taken 
before lhe appropriate Courl having jurjsdiclion in the place where t h a ~  
person is for the time being. 

s of 1898. (3) Notwithstanding anylhing conlained in  schedule 11 to [he Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898, a contravention of the provisions of section 
8 shall bc lriabIe by a Coun of Session. a Presidency Magislrale or a 
Magistrate of the firs1 class. 

(4) Any Magistrate or bench of Magislrales empowered for he lime 
being lo lry in a summary way the offences specified in sub-section ( 1 )  
of seclion 260 of [lie Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, may, if such 
Magistmtc or bench of Magismares thinks fil, on application in Iiis 
behalf being m~de by the prosecution, try a contravcnlion of such provision 
of [his ACL or any order made thereunder as [he State Government may, 
by notified order, specify in this behalf in accordance with  he provisions 
contained in seclions 262 lo 265 of the said Code. 

21. (1) No order made in exercise of any power conferred by or saving ;ls to 

under this Act shall be called in question in any civil or criminal Coun. OdCmn 

(2) Where any order purports to have been made and signcd by any 
aulhorily in  exercise of any power conferred by or under this Acl, a Court 

' I or 1872. shall, within the meaning of rhe Indian Evidcncc Act, 1372, presume that 
such order was so madc by [hot authority. 

22. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against Pmlecrion or 
Govcrnrnenr or  any person for any thing which is in  good failh done or ~~~~:~~ 
intended robe done in pursuance of   his Act or any order madc thcrcunder. Act. 

23. The Statc Govcrnmcnt may, by notified order, direct that any Delegalion 
of powcrs power or duty which is conferred or imposed by any provision or this ,, of 

Act Upon Ihc Statc Govcrnmcnt shall, in such circumslances and under rheSclrc 

such condirions, irany, as may be specified in the direction, be exercised G~vcmmcnt- 

or discharged in Calculta, also by [he Commissioner or Police, [he First 
Land Acquisi~ion Collector or [he Second kind Acquisition Collecror, 
and ilsewherc, also by the Dis~rict Magistmtc, and Addirional Djsrricr 
Magistrate or a Special Land Acquisition Officer. 

&plana~ion.-In this section "Calculta" has the same meaning as in 
sub-section (3) of sec~iun 19. 



The West Bellgal Mni~rrr.nance of P~rblic Order Act, 1972. 

[West Bcn. Act LX of 1972.1 

I 

Powcr lo 1:. . -  24. (1) The Stale Government may, by notification, make rules for I . , .  - 
q*c rulcs. canying out thc purposes of this Acl. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to h e  generalily of !he 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for the manner of publication 
and service of norices rerei-red to in sub-section (1) of section 17. 

R C ~ C ~  and 25. (1) The West Bcngal Mainlenancc of Public Order Ordinance, Wc5t Bcn. 
snvrngs. 1972. is hereby repealcd. Ord. vnI or 

1972. 

(2) Anything done or any action Iaken under the West BengaI 
. . 

. . 
Mainlenance of Public Order Ordinance, 1972. shall be deemed to have . . 

. . 

been validly done or taken under h i s  Act as if [his Act had commenced . - 

on h e  301h day of November, 1470. 




