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[West Ben. Act 

(d) "norilicarion" means a notificalion published in the Oficiul 
Guze~re; 

{e) "occupier", in relation to any land, hul or olher srructure, 
includes- 

(i) any person who, For thc rime being. is paying. or liable 
10 pay, ro lhe owncr, Lhe renl or any ponion ofrhc rcnr 
thereof, 

(ii) an owner in occupation of, or othcnvise using, such 
land, hut or other srmcturc, 

(iii) a rent-Free tcnanr, 
(iv) any pcrson who is a licenser: in occupation, and 
(v) any pcrson who is liable 10 pay 10 the owncr damages 

for the use and occupa!ion of such land, hut or other 
SIrucrure; 

(f) "owner", in relation 10 a land, hutorother sbuclure, includes 
any person who is receiving or i s  entitled ro receive [he rent 
of such land, hut or other struc[ure on his own nccounl or on 
behalf of himself and others or as agent or  Irustee, or who 
would so receive the renr or be enlilled Io receive i t  if the 
land, hul or athcr struclure were let to a tenant; 

(g) "prcscribcd" means prescribed by rules madc undcr this Act; 

(h) "prescribed authority" means- 
(i) in rcspccl of any area within the Cilcutra Mclropolitan 

Dislric1,- 
(a) unless otherwise spccii ied by [he  Sta te  

'Government,   he Cnlcutra Melropolitan 
Developmcnl Aurhori~y consliru~ed under scction . . 

. .. . . 
3 of rhe' Calculta Metropoli[un Dcvclopmenr WtqiBcn. - - - 

Authority Act, 1972, or Acr X I  of 
1972, 

(b) such local aulhority, baving jurisdiclion over any 
slum within such arca, as the State Government 
may, on  he recommendation of the Cnlcurta 
Mclropolitan DeveIopnlenl Authority, spccify, 

(ii) in rcspcct of any oher area, the local authority having 
jurisdiction over [he area or any orhcr aurhoriry, 
empowered by h e  Slate Government by notiIica~ion, 
to perform the funclions of the prescribed aulhority 
under this Acl in such area; 

(i) "slum area" means the arca declared as such by the State 
Government under scclion 3; 

G) "rlriku tenant" has the same meaning as in [he Calculla Tlriloa West Ben. 

Tenancy Act, 1949. Acr n or 
1949. 
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3. If  the Stare Govemmtnl is satisfied t h a ~  h e  condirions of the land, Dcclamcian 
of slum huts or other struclures in my area in such thar the cuntinucd exislence of ,,,, 

such conditions would bc injurious to public health or safety or to thc 
healih, hygiene or mods of [he inhabitants of such area, il may, by 
notification, and in such other manner as may be prescribed, d e c l m  such 
areatobeas lumarca .  - 

4. N o  new h u ~  or olhcr stnrcture shall bc erecied, and no substan tint 
addilion lo, or materid ~ l c e n l i o n  in ,  any exisling hut or orher struclurc 
shall be made, in any slum area except with the prcvious permission in 
writing or rhe prescribed aulhoriry, obtaincd in such manner as may bc 
prescribed. and in accordance with such general or spccjal conditions, if 
arty. as the prescribed authority may impose. 

5. ( I )  Where any work in connection with the election of a new hur 
OF other srructure or addition lo, or altrrarion in, an existing hut or othcr 
slructure, has bccn commenced, is bcing carried on, or has been complered, 
in conmvention o f  the provjsions of section 4, [he prescribed authorily 
may, after giving thc owner of the hut or orher sb-uc~ure, a reuonable 
opportunity of bcing heard, serve a notice upor] such owner requiring him 
to demolish so much of the new hul or olher structure a s  has bccn erected 
or so much of the addition or allention as has been made, as the case may 
be, wiihin such time as may be specified in h e  nolice. 

Ertclian or, 
or addilion 
or al~cntion 
to, hul or 
oihcr 
s~n~cturr: TO 

bc mzdc 
w i h  prior 
pmission. 

Powcr lo 
ordcr 
dcrnoli~ion in 
ccnain >rcas, 

(2) On the failurcofnn owner to comply with the notice referred to in 
sub-seclion (1) wi~hin the rime specified therein, Ihc przscri bed authority 
may causc h e  new hut, o~her  structure, addilion or alterxion specified 
in the said nolice to be demolished and rccover the cxpenses of  such 
demolilion fmm such owner as i f  such expenses were a public demand. 

6. Whcre the prescribed aulhority is, upon the repor( From any of its Porvcrro 

officers or othenviss, sa l i skd lhat any hut oroVlers~runurc in any slum r$~t:~~ 
area is, by reason of any omission 10 make [he necessary repairs, or  by orccnain 
reason of any damage or sani~ary inconvenience or any impediment ta rhe tllCasUrCS. 

flow of natunl Iighl or air, unfit for human habikition, it may servc upon 
the owner of such hut or o h e r  smrcture, a notice requiring him ro carry out 
within such time, not bcing less than sixty days, a may bc specified in the 
noiice, such m e a u r a  as, in its opinion, are necessary to render such hu! 
or other struclurc f i t  for human habitation. 

7. Where sewer mains exist or have been laid wilhin onc hundred Power to 

metres or any service privy or urinal in any hur or other struelure or on m y  :$: 
landappurtenan~theretowithinaslum~ea,rheprescnbcdauthoritymay orurinal~o . . 

scrve on the owner of such hut. other structure or land, a notice requiring ~ c c D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
with scwer him- mains. 

(a) ro get such privy connected with h e  sewer mains, or 
(b) in the c a e  of a urinal. eirher to close it or ro get it connected 

with the scwer mains, 
within such lime, not less Ihan sixty days, as may be specified in the noricc. 



Power lo 
direct 
dishnlinu- 
ancc nT 
scruict: privy 
or urinal. 

Powcr or 
prescribed 
au~hori~y ro 
caufrc ccnain 
\vorks lo k 
donc. 
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8. Where, in any slum area, public convenicnccs connected eilher 
wilh Ihc sewer mains orany sepiic lank exist or have been provided wilhin 
such disrancc of any hut or other structure as Ihe prescribed aulhority 
considers reasonublc, i t  may serve a noticc upon the owner of such hut or 
olher slruclure requiring him within such timc, no1 being less than sixty 
days, as may bespecified in the notice, lodiscontinue Lhe useof any service 
privy or urinal existing therein or on any land appurlenant thereto. and, i f  
necessary, to demolish such service privy or urinal. 

9. (1) If  a notice served on the owner olahul, other structure or land 
under section 6, section 7 or section 8 is not complied with, within the lime 
specified  herein, the prescribed authority may cause Ihe work specified in 
the said noticc lo be done. 

(2) All expenses incurred by the prescribed aurhority in causing any 
work to be done under sub-seclion (I),  togetherwith inleresl lhercon at the 
rate of six per cenwnl per annum from Ihc date on which h e  demand for 
payment of such expenses is made unlil such payment, may be recovercd 
by i t  From the owner of the hut, olher structure or land as i f  they were a 
public demand. 

10. ( 1 )  Subject to the provisions of this Act, the prescribed authority 
may preparc such improvemenr schcrnes Ibr the purpose of elrccting such 
works of irnprovcment as it may consider necessary in respect or any slum 
m a  and publish a copy of such schemes in such manner as may be 
prescribed. 

(2) The in~provernenl schemes prepared under sub-seclion (1) shalI 
indicale Ihc manner in which environmental improvements shall be 
chrriedout in theslum area, and may provide forall or any of the following 
rnallers. namely :- 

(a) water supply, whether from any existing main belonging lo 
a local authorily or otherwise; 

(b) drainage and sewerage, whether to be connecled with any 
exisling channel or sewer main in the locality or otherwise; 

(c) construction of Ialrines connecled either with h e  sewer 
mains or any septic tanks; 

(d) scwage and garbage disposal; 
(e)  raising, lowering or levelling any land in [he slum area; 

If) lighting and paving of foo~ways, passages and pathways; 
(g) improvemenr of huts or olhcr smctures; and 

(h) such other rnallers as may be consideed necessary for 
cmyjflg out the objects of [his ACL. 
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11. (1) Whenever i r  appears to (he Stnte Governmenr that it is  ~ i g h t  oruscr I .. . 

:: necessary Tor Ihe purpose of implementing any improvement schcrnc gar1 
prepared under  his Act in respecr of any slurnmca [ha1 the right of user in Govcmmc~il 

any land jn or around such slum area should he acquired,- or prcscrikd 
auihori~y. 

(a) for h e  purpose of laying or erection or any cable, wire, pipe, 
post, drain, sewer main or channel ~hrough. across, under or 
over any road, passage, foolway or pathway. or 

(6) for [he ins!allaiion of any equipmen~s or appliances, or 
(c) lor thc consuuction of any o h e r  \ark, 

the Srare Government may, by nolification, and in such other manncr as 
may be prescribed, dcclxe its intention to acquire the right of uscr therein, . . 

giving a brief descriprion of the land ovcr which the right of user is to be 
acquircd and inviting su~gest ions or objections from pcrsons likely to be 
aIFcclcd [hereby within such lime as may be prescribed. 

(2) Every suggesrian or objection receivcd in pursuance of lhc 
norification referred ro in sub-section (I )  shall be foi-wded by [he 
S ~ a l e  Governmen1 lo [he prescribed nulhority and the prescribed 
authority shall d l e r  giving a reasonable opportunity of being heard, to 
all the aficctzd persons and a r m  making such inquiry LS i~ may consider 
necessq. submit a report to !he State Governmenl staling its views 
rhcrcon and [he Slule Government may, after considering Ihc vicws of 
the prescribed aurhoriry, by notification, dcclxe tha! the righr of user in 
the land should be acquired. 

(3) On  he diteof publication of thedeclmlion under sub-section (2), 
the right or uscr in the land shall vest absolu!ely in the Stalc Government 
free from al l  incumbrances. 

(4) Notwi~listanding anything contained in sub-scclion (31,  he Stale . 
Govemmenr, on such [ e m s  and condirions as it may think f i t  to impose, 
may dircctby orderin writing that rherighr ofuser in rhc land shall, instead 
of vesring in [he State Govemmcnl, vesl in the prescribed authorily on the 
date of publicalion of the declaration. 

(5) If, within a period of hree years from the date of issue of the 
no~ificatian undcr sub-seclion (I) ,  no declarauon is published under sub- 
seaion (2), such notification shall cease to have effect on thc expiralion of 
[hat period. 

12. Where the right of user in any land ha.? vested in the prescribed Powcr to 

aulhority under section 11, ir shall be IawTul for any person authoriscd ~4:: 
by such prescribed authority lo enter inta or upon the land and do ail mcauEs  10 

things necessary for carrying oul thc works of improvemull re fe~cd  to !':r'y::'nt 
in sub-seclion ( I )  of section 1 1 and take such steps as are necessary for [he S C ~ C I ~ C .  

rcpair and maintenance of such works. 



Slum 
Ctmnncc 
and 
Rcdcvclop. 
mcnt 
Schc~nc. 
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13. (1)  Wherc it appears io rhc prescribed authority lhnt in view of 
h e  unheallhy, unhygienic, insanilary and congesled condirions exisring 
in a slum area, it is not expedient lo carry out works of improvement 
in pursuance of thc improvemen1 schcmcs prepared under this Act for 
such slum arca wi thour redeveloping that area after demolishing the huts 
nnd other struclurcs thereon, it may prepare a scheme, to bc known as a 
"Slum Clzarance and Redcveloprnent Scheme" and publish a copy 
thereor in such manncr LS may be prescribed inviring suggesrions and 
objecrions. 

(2) Every such Schcmc shall, as far LS practicable, indicate the 
manner in which clcmnce and redevelopment shalI be carried out artd 
may provide for all or any of Ihc following particulars, namely:- 

(a) the acquisilion or any land or other in the area 
comprised in  he Scheme. or affccted by, or requircd for [he 
cxeculion of, h e  Scheme; 

(b) the rcsenfation, acquisition or allotmen1 of land or  orher 
property for any of the matters specified in sub-section (2) of 
section 10; 

(c) rhe laying or relaying of any area comprised in the Schcme; 

(d) the provision of altzrnalive accommodalion, tempordry or 
perrnancnl, for the inhabitanls of the area who may be 
displaced by reason of the excculion of the Scheme or 
any parl thereok 

(e) thc construclion, alteration or widcning of slreets or 
passages;' 

(F) [he suspension, as far as may be necessaq for the proper 
carrying out of the Scheme, of any rule, bye-law, regulation, 
notification or order made or issued under any law for the 
time being in Force which the Legislamre of Ihc State is 
competent to make; 

(g) an estimate of h e  total cost of the Schcme; and 

(h) such orher matters not inconsistenl with the objects OF this 
Act as may be directed by Ihc State Government. 

(3) The prescribed au~horiLy, &er considering any objeclion or  
suggestion relating to h e  Scheme referrcd lo in sub-seclion ( I )  and 
received within thirty days from the date of publication of the said 
Scheme and d i c r  making such modification in h e  Schcme as it thinks 
fit, shall, not later h a n  twcnly-four months from [he date of publication 
of the Scheme, sanction it, subject lo the approval of the Slule Govern- 
ment, by notificalion and by such other means as are cnlcula~ed to bring 
it to the notice of all persons concerned. 
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(4) Whcre a Scheme is sanctioned under sub-secrion (3), thc Slate 
' Governmenr may, on the recommendation of [he prescribed authority, by 

order published in the Oflcial Guzent, suspend, la such exlent only as 
may be nccessary for the proper carrying out of h e  Scheme, any rule, 
bye-law, regulation, notification or order made or issued under any 
law for the rime being in force which thc Legislature of thc Stale is 
competent to make. 

14. ( I )  Where [he S tareGovcmment is of opinion thal for thepurposc Potvcr or 
of carry ingou t any SlumClcmceandRedevclopment Schemcsancloed 

Govcmmcnl 
undcr [his Act, i t  is nccessary 10 acquire ;my land or any othcr immovable 1, fiquirc 
properly within, adjoining or surrounded by, any slum area, it may, by a land. 

notice published in he Uncial Gazette and by such ohcr manner as 
may bc prescribed, acquire such land or immovzlblz property with cffccl 
from such dale as may be specified in the notice. 

(2) Wilh eFfecl from the date specitied in [he nolice referred lo in 
sub-section ( I ) ,  h e  land or immovable property as is mcntioned i n  [he 
nodce shall vest absolurely i n  the Stitc Government Trcc from all 
incumbrances. 

(3) Noiwjthsranding anything con~ained in sub-secrion (2), the Stntc 
~ovcrnmenl may, on such lerrns and conditions as it may ~ h i n k  i i ~  to 
impose, direct by order in writing h a t  such land or immovable propeny 
shall, instead of yesling in  he Slate Government, vcsl in [he prescribcd 
authority, and thereupon the prescribcd auhority shall- 

(a) take posscssion of thepropeny as aforesaid in such manner 
as may be prescribed. and 

(6) clear and redevelop h e  area in accordance with Lke Slum 
Clearance and Redevelopment Schemc sancrioned under 
section 13, and 

(c) dispose of surplus land orimmovablepropcriy. if any, with 
such notice to the previous owner thereof and subject to 
such terms and conditions as may be prescrikd in this 
behdi. 

(4) Beforc ~aking possession undcr clause (a) of sub-section (3) or 
any hut or olher srnrcturc si~uaied upon any land acquired undcr h i s  
s e c ~ o n ,  such officer of h e  prescribed authority, as may bedul au~horised 
in this bchnlf, shall detcrminc, aftcr sucli inquiry and inspection as may be 
considered suilable,- 

(a)  he cost af erection or removal of such hut or other 
structure, 

(b) thecost ~Fdismanrling and re-erectingnny plant, machinery 
or other equipmenl used For any trade or industry carried on 
in  the hut or othcr slrucrure. and 

(c) cornpensadon of any tempordry loss of vocalion, 
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(iii) "gross income", in relation 10 any person, means the 
income actually derived or derivable by such person: 

Providcd that, where only a portion of any land is lei o u ~  
by any person For any period during the l ive consecuiive years 
imnlediately preceding the dale of vesling, the gross income of such 
person From thc entire land or immovable properly for such period 
shill1 be calculated on the basis of the income actually derived by him 
during such period for the ponian so l e ~  our. 

16. The cornpensalion payable in respect of h e  acquisition or any Mnnncror 
inrerest under this Aaeithcr ~ o o n e c l d m n t  or tosevenl claimantsjointly ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ - r  
shall, subjccl to theprovisionsoTlhis Act, bc paid in the follorving manner, lion, 

namely:- 
(a) payment in cash shall be made in accordancc wirh the 

following Table, namely:- 

TABLE 

Net compensation. pay men^ lo be made in cash 

(i) For the first Rs. 5,000 or 100 per cet~tusr or the 
less of the amount. amount of compensation 

payable. 

(ji) For the next Rs. 5,000 
or less of [he amouni. 

(iii) For the next Rs. 5,000 
or less or the amount. 

(iv) For h e  balance of the 
amount of compensa- 
lion where such amount 
exceeds Rs. 15,000. 

70 per ceiirrrnt or  the 
amount. 
50 per ce~rtrrnr of the 
amount. 

30 per cell~~rrrr of thc 
amount by which [he  
compensation cxceeds 
Rs. 15,000; 

(b) save as otherwise provided in clause (a), the balance ofthe 
compensation, if any. shall be paid to lhe claimants at their 
opdon in cash or in bonds issued by the State Government 
or the prescribed aulhority, as  he case may be, repayablc at 
par and maturing at the end of fifiecn years from the date of 
vesting and cmying inlerest from h e  date of such vesting ni 

the rate of five and n halfper cenlrrnz per annum. 

17. (1) Any person aggricved by thc nnlounl offered to be paid "Ppcal. 

under sub-section (4) of section 14 or undcr section 15 or apportionmen1 
thereof niay prefer an appeal to such appellate authority as rnay bc 
$pointed by rhe Slate Government by nolification in h i s  behalf and rhe 
decision of the appellate authority thereon shall bc final. 
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(Sectioris 18, 19.) 

(2) No person shall be appointed under sub-section (1) as an appellate 
au~ltority to hcw appeals undcr lhis Acl unless he is ,  or  has been, or is 
qualified for appointmcnt as, a Dislric~ Judge. 

(3) An appeal shall be filcd within such time and shall be hcard and 
disposed of in such nlannrr and according to sucli procedure as may be 
prescribed. 

Purvcr ro 18. (1) For the purpose of carrying o u ~  any of the provisions of [his 
obi l i~~ 
in[ormnlio,l, Act and thc rules or schcmes framed thereunder, d ~ e  Stale Governrncnt or 

any prescribed authority may, by order. requireany person to furnish such 
informauon in his possession wiihin such lime, nor being earlier lhan thirty 
days from the dale of issue of h e  order, as may be specificd in the order. 

(2) Every person required under sub-section ( I )  lo furnish any 
informarion sIia11 be dcemed to bc legally bound to do so wilhin the 
mcaning of seclion 176 of the Indian Penal Code. 

i 
35 or 1860. 1 

I 

Powcr or 
C l l l t y .  

19. ( 1 ) Any orhcer of [he Slate Govemmcnl or of the prescribed 
authorily duly authoriscdin this behalf may, wilhor wirhoul assislantsand 
workmen, enrer into o r  upon any land, hut or other strucrurc, in order- 

(a) lo make any inquiry, jnspcclion, survey or measurement, 

(b) to lake levels, I 

(c) to dig or bore into the sub-soi I, 

(d) to set out boundaries and intended lines of work. 

(e) to mark levels, boundaries and lines by placing marks and 
carting trenches. or , , 

. . 

(F) ta do any oiher thing. 

for [he purpose of carrying out any of the provisiotls or this Act, [he rules 
or schemes framed rherrunder: 

Provided thal- 

(a) no such entry shaIl bc made berwcen sunsel and sunrise; nnd 

(b) no such entry shall be madc in any h u ~  or other structure or 
enclosed courl or garden atrached lherelo save with the 
consen1 of the occupier thereof and, in case such consent is 
withheld, snvc after giving three days' written nolicc lo the 
occupier. 

(2) Any person nu~horised under sub-seciion ( I )  to enter my land, hut 
or orher s~ructurc, and his ;lssis~an~s and workmen. shall be deemed to.be 
a public servant wilhin [he meaningofscction 21 oTrhe IndianPcnnl Code. 45 01' 1860. 
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R C ~ I  and 26. ( 1 )  The West Bengal Slum Areas (Improvement and Clearance) West Bcn. j 
u v l n g ~ .  Ord. X of , . . Ordinance. 1972, i s  hereby repealed. 1972. 

(2) Anything done or any aclion taken under [he West Bengal Slum 
Areas (Improvement and Clearance) Ordinance, 1972, shall be deemed to 
have been validly done or laken under this Acl as if his Act had 
commenced on [he 251h day of January, 197 1. 




