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w 
West Bengal Act XI11 of 1972' 

THE WEST BENGAL RELIEF UNDERTAKINGS 
(SPECIAL PROVISIONS) ACT, 1972. 

r West Ben. A C ~  XXXVI of 1974. 

AMENDED . . Wesr Ben. Act XLV of 1978. 
Wesr Ben. Acr XVII of 1981. 

L W C S ~  Ben. Act XXV of 1986. 

[4rfr May, 1972.1 

An Act ro errable ;he Sfate Govenurrerrf ro moke special provisior~s 
foru lillritedperiod irr  rexpecl of ir~drrsrrial relario~~s,Jir~arrcial obligotiolu 
cliid orher like Irinlrers itr relatioil fo  ir~drrstnal ~rrrrlertaki~rga ~ f ~ e  rtrrrrrirrg 
of lvlliclr is co~~sidcred e.~setr~ial as a t~reasr~re of pre~~err~irrg, or of 
providittg relie] nsnirrsr, rr~rettrployrtie~~l. 

WIIERWS i t  is expedient to cnable the Stale Government to make 
special provisions for a lirnired period in respect of industrial relations, 
financial obligations and orher like rnatlcr; in relation to industrial 
underlakings [he running of which i s  considered essential as a measure 
of prcveniing, or of providing relief agai~ist, unemploymenl; 

Ir is hereby enacted in the Twenty-third Year of the Republic of 
India, by the Legislalure of Wes~ Bengrrl, as follows:- 

1. ( I )  This Act may be called [he West Bengal Rclief Undertakings shun Iillc 
and t r tcn i .  

(Spccial Provisions) Act, 1972. 

(2) I r  extends to the whole of West Bengal. 

In this Acr, unless the context orherwise requires,- Dcfinitinns. . . 

( I )  "Govcmmen~ company" h;ls rhc meaning assigned to it in 
sec~ion 617 of the Companies Act, 1956; 

(2) "industry" means any business, Iradc, underlaking. 
manufacture orcalIing of ernploycrs and includes any calling, 
service, employmenl, handicraft or industrial occupation or 
avocalion OF \vorkmcn, and [he word "industrial" shall be 
construed accordingly: 

(3) "notification" means a norification published in [he Oflcial 
Gazette; 

(4) "relief undenaking" mems a Slate industrial undertaking in 
respecr of which a declamrion under section 3 is in force; 

'For Swirmcni or Objccts and Rcasons, set  the C~lc~llrn Ga:eIrt. firraordir~ary, 
Rrl I V A  aiihc 1 lth April. 1972. pagc 839; lor proceedings ofhc  Wcsl Bengal Legislnrivc 
Asscn~bly. aec ihe procccdingr uT thc mcfiing of that As.wmbly held on 26B April, 1972, 



T11e West Betlgal Relie1 Ut~der~okir~gs (Special Provision.r) 
ACI, 1972. 

[West Bcn. Act 

( 5 )  "State induslrial undcrbking" means induslrial uncleding- 

(a) which is staned or which, or the management of which, 
is under any law or agreement acquired or ohcrwisc 
taken over by the Slate Govcmment or by a Governmen[ 
company and is run or proposed lo be run by. or under 
Ihe authority of, rhe State Government or a Govcrnment 
company; or 

(b) lo which any loan, advance, or grant has been given, 
or in respec1 of any loan whereof, a guarantee has becn 
given, by Ihe State Government or a Govcmment 
company. 

Dcclx~tion 
of rclicl 

3. The Stale Government may, if i t  is salisfied Ihat it is necessary 
unJcnaking. or expedient so lo do in the public inrerest, with a view to enabling rhe 

concinucd running or re-shrling OF a Slale Industria1 Undcmking u a 
measure of prevendng, or of providing relief against, une~npIoymen[. 
declare, by nolification, t h a ~  h e  Slare industrial undertaking shall, on and 
from such date and for such pcriod as may be specified in ihc notificalion, 
be a relief underbking: 

Application 
of cemin 
cnactmenlq 
and 
conlmcLs, 
agmrncnls. 
crc.. ro n'licf 
undcnaking. 

Provided [hat the pcriod so spe~ified shall nor, in the First instance, 
exceed one year but may, by a Iike notilication, be extended, from lime 
lo rime, by any period nor exceeding one year at any one lime, so, 
howevcr, h a t  no nolificadon issued under this sechon shall in any case 
remain in force for more than '[twenty years] in [he aggregate. 

4. The State Government may, if i t  is satisfied that i t  is necessary 
or expedient so  to do for the purposes specified in seclion 3, ditccr, by 
nodficalion,- 

(a) that in re la l ion  to any relief underlaking all or any of the 
enaclmcnls specified in h e  Schcdule lo this Act shall not 
apply or shall apply with such adaplations, whether by way 
of modification, addition or omission (which does not, 
however, affecl thc policy O F  [he said enac~ments), as may 
be specified in such nolification; or 

'Words "scvcn yean" werc fist substilutcd ror [he WOIJS "Lvc ycnrs" by s. 2 o l  Ihc 
Wcsl Bcngal Rclief Undenakings (Spcial Provisions) (Arncndmcnt) Act, 1974 (Wcsl Ben. 
Act XXXVI nT 1974). Then rhc words "kn years" werc substirurcd Tor h c  words "seven 
ycars" by 5 . 2  of h c  Wc~t  Bzngal Relicf Undcflaliings (Special Revisions) (Arnendn~cn~) 
Acl. 1976 (\Vest Bcn. Act XLV or 1978). Thcrc~flcr. lhc words "lirtecn years" wcrc 
subsri~urcd for thc words "tcn ycars" by s. :! ~r the !Vest Bcngal Rclicf Undcnakinps 
(Spcial Provisions) (Amcndmenl) Act, 1981 (Wcit Bcn. Act XV1I 01 1981). finally. rhc 
words within thc squarc bnclick wcre subs~ilulcd for the words "firreen y m "  by 5. 2 
or thc Wcsl Bcngal Relief Undcnakings ( S ~ c i a l  Provisions) (Arnendmncr) Act. l98b 
(Wcsl Bcn. Act XXV of  1986). 
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(b) that the operation of all or any of [he conlracrs, usurnnces 
of property, agreements, sertlemenfs, awards, standing orders 
or ohcr insmrnenls in force (to which any relief undertaking 
is a party or  which may be applicable to any relief 
undertaking) immediately before the dare on which h e  

Stale industrial underlaking is declared to be a relief 
undennking, shall remain suspended or that all or any of h e  

rights, privileges, ohligarions and linbililies accruing or  
arising ~hereundcr bcforc the said date, shall remain 
suspcnded or shall be enrorceable with such modifications 
and in such mnnncr as may be specified in such noti ficalion. 

5. A notification issued undcr scction 4 shall have effecl Ovcmdins 
ctrcc1 of 

no~withs~anding any hing to the conuary contained in  any other taw, notificnrion 
undcr agreement or inslrumcni or any dccrez or order of a courr, tribunal, Mclio,,4- 

officer or  other aurhodty. 

6. Any remedy tor the enforcement of any right, privilege, obligation 
or  liability referred to in clause (b) of sccdon 4 and suspended or 
modified by a notification undcr that section shall, in accordance with 
the terms or he noufication, be suspended or  modified, and all proceedings 
relating [hcxto pending bcforc any court, Iribunal, officer or other authority 
shall accordingly be stayed or be conlinued subject to such modilication, 
so, however, t h a ~  on the notificalion cea ing  to have effect- 

Sus~nsion 
or 
mdilication 
olccrlain , 
rcmcdies, 
righa. clc.. 
slay or 
pmccdinfs. 
Lhcir revival 
md 
cnntinuanlrc. 

(a) any right, priviIege, obligation or liability so suspended or 
modified shall revive and be enforceable as if the notification 
had never been issued; and 

(b) any proceeding so stayed shaIl be proceeded with subject 
lo h e  provisions of any law which may then be in force 
from the state which had been rcached when the proceeding 

was stayed. 

7. In cornpuling the period of limi tation for the cnforcemenl of any Pc",cr 
l im~~sl~on.  

right, privilege, obligalion or liability refcrrcd to in cIause (b) of section 
4, he pcriad during which it or Ihc remedy for h e  enforcement [hereof 

wx suspended, shall be excluded. 

8. (1) The Srale Government may, subject to the condition of Powcrto 

previous publicalion, make rules ro carry out Ihe provisions or this Acl. m"k"'''- 
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(Sectiorr 9 arzd rhe Schedrrlc.] 

(2) In pnflicular and without prejudice to the generality of lhe 
foregoing power, such rules may providc for al l  or any of thc following 
matters, namely:- 

(a) the riles of wages payable to the workmen and thcir wark- 
loads and the salary payable to [he slaff, the payment of 
bonus, gratuity, compcnsation, and other benehts; 

(b) h e  manner in which thc relief undcrtaking should be run; 

(c) the slrenglh of staff and labour to be employed for running 
the relief undertaking economically; 

(d) [he manner in which the net profils or nel losses or surplus 
funds should be appropriated or disposed of; 

(e) the percentage of profils to be ulilised for ihc benefit of the 
persons employed in the undertaking and the manner of its 
utiIisalion; 

(f) the manner i n  which, and [he exlcnl to which the 
representatives of h e  workmen may be associared with, or 
may participate in the management of the relief undcrtaking. 

(3) All rules made under h i s  seclion shall, as soon as possible after 
they arc mude, be laid before lhe Legislative Assembly for a period of 
nor less than founcen days and shall be subject to such modilicarions 
as lhe Legislalive Asscmbly may make during the session in which they 
are so laid or the session immedialcly following. 

K c p l  and 9. (1) The Wcst Bengal Relief Undertakings (Special Provisions) Wcsr Ben. : 
savings. 

Ordinance, 1972, is hereby repealed. Ord. 1912. V or 

(2) Anylhing done or any aclion taken under the West Bengal Relief . . 
Undertakings (Special Provisions) Ordinance, 1972, shall be deemed to 
have been validly done or taken under this Act as if [his Act had 
commenced on the 1st day of March, 1971. . . 

THE SCHEDULE 

[See section 4(i1).] 

1. Thc Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) ACI, 1946 (20 of 
1946). 

2. The Induslrial Disputes Act, 1947 (14 of 1947). 

3. The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 ( 1  1 of 1948). 

4. The West Bengal Shops and Establishmenls Act, 1963 (Wesr 
Ben. Act XIII of 1963). 




