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0 
West Bengal Act XXIV of 1972' 

THE SRI AUROBINDO MEMORIAL ACT, 1972. 

AMIWDED . . . . Wcsl Ben. Acl 111 of 1973. 

.: [12rl1 Atrg~csi, 1972.1 

Atr Acr ro es~ubli.sJ~ rlrc Sri A~rrobirrdo Dl~u~lurr arid rl~c Sri Arrmbirrr/o 
Suri~iri, 10 perpctrrafc the rtjetiloT of Sri Aurubi~rdo. 

W I ~ E R E ~ ~  it is expedicnr loesrablish at8, Shakespeare Snrani, Calcutla, 
the place where Sri Aurobindo was born and spent his childhood days, 
the Sri Aurobinrlo Bhavan and Lo constirule a Socicry for propagaling 
the teachings orSri Aurobindo amongst the masses so as to help rhem 10 

raise their mental and moral outlook and ro solve thcir cullural and 
spiritual problems in [he light of such ~cachings; 

I t  is hcreby enacted in [he Twenty-~hird Year of the Rcpublic of 
India, by the L~gislalure of West Bengal. as follaws:- 

1. ( I )  This Act may be callcd the Sri Aurobindo Memorial Acl, Shon~irlc 

1972. 3hd 
LY)lIII1ICnCLC 
mtnnl (2) It sh:~ll come into force2 on such &all: as the Slate Government 

may, by notificarion in the Oficicd Gnic~re, appoint. 

2. In [his Act, unless the conlcxl othenvise requires,- filinilions. 

(a) "prescribed" means prcscrib6d by rules inadc under [his Act; 
(b) "Sri Aurobindo Bhavan" means Lhc house at 8, Shnkespcarz 

Sarani, Calcutta, more fully described in  lhe Firs1 Schcdule 
to this Act; 

(c) "Society" means rhc Sri Aurobindo Sumili of West Bengal, 
cons~i~uted undcr section 3 of diis ACL: 

(d) "lrustces 01 Sri Aurobindo Ashram" means ~ h c  trustees o r  . . 

Sri Aurobindo Ashram at Pondicherry appointed by rhc 
Indenlure. dnled I st May. 1955, regislered as No. 1824 of 
1955, i n  Book No. 1, volumc 456. pngcs 340 to 347 a1 die 
sub-rcgisrry office, Vanur, C~rddalore regis~ra~ion dislrict, 
Madras, being supplcmcn~al to ~ h c  Deed of  Declaratinn of 
Trusr, dntcd 1st May, L955, regislered a No. t 823 or 1935, 
i t1  Book No. I ,  volumn 402, pages 273 to 287 a1 the sub- 
regisrry office Vanur, Cuddu1oreregistr:l~ion dislric~, Madra; 

(e) "working commirlee" rncans the working committee 
conslitulzd iindcr seclion 11 of h i s  Acl. 
- - . - 

'For Srarcmenr r)T Objccrs nr~rl Rcarons, scc thc Cirlurrfra Gaiefft: Errroordir~ury, P ~ r t  
IVA. or the 2nd hugusl. 1972, page 1597: Ttlr proceedings or ~ h c  !Vest B c r ~ ~ n !  1.cgislalivc 
Assembly. scc Ihc procccdin~s ofrnccling afrhar Arscmbly hcld an 7th Augusr. 1971. 

-This Acr wminlo forccon 15th Augus~, 1972, v ir lch~b!ic~~?~rbDcp~rlmcnt Nolilicfirion 
No. 5385-CS. darcd Ihc 14rh Augusr. 1971. 
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(Sections 3-6.)  
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i 

I'CVmt Ben. Act 

3. (1) The State Government shall, as soon as may be, constirule, 
by nstification in the Oficial Gazerre, a Society to be called the Sri 
Aurobindo Samiti of West Bengal. 

(2) The Sri Aurobindo Sarniti of West Bengal shall, by the said name. 
be a body corponle wirh perpetual succession and a common seal, with 
power to acquire, hold and dispose of propeny, both movable and 
immovable, lo sue and be sued, to enlcr inlo contract and to do all Lhings 
necessary for he purposes of [his Act. 

4. (1) The Socie~y shall consist of the following members. 
namely:- 

(a) the Governor of Wtst Bengal, ex-oficio. 

(b) Lhe Chief Minister of West Bengal, ex-aflcio, 

(c) '[seven persons] IO be nominared by the Government of 
West Bengd, 

Id) seven persons to he nominated by the trusLecs of  Srj 
Ahrobindo Ashram. 

(2) The Governor of Wcst Bengal shall be the Chairman of the 
Sociely. 

5. (1) A member of the Sociely shall hold office,- 
(a) if hc is an ex-oficio member, until he ceases to hold h e  

omcc by virtue of which he becomes a member; 
(b) i f  he is a nnminated member, unliI he dies or resigns or is 

replaced by the State Govcrnmenl or by the mstees of Sri 
Aurubindo Asham, as thecase may be. whichever is earlier. 

(2) A nominated member may resign his office by wriling under his 
hand addressed tr, h e  Chairman. 

(3) A casual vacancy in the omce of a member shall be filled by 
fresh nomination under clause (c) or clause (d) of sub-seclion ( L )  of 
secuon 4, as the case may be. 

6.  ( I )  All acts done by a majority decision oi the members shall be 
deemed to be acts of Lhe Sociery. 

(2) The Society may appoint a person tn act as its Secretary wdmay 
also appoint such other persons as il thinks fit  as its skiff. 

(3) Orders for the payment of money on behalf of the Sociely shall 
be deemed lo be sui5cienilyauthendcaled i f  signed by two members add 
countersigned by the Secretary of h e  Society. 

- - 

'Wnr& wihin ~ h c  square b n c k t ~  WCIC s~bstilu~cd for Iht words "six persons" by s. 2 o l  
hc Sri Aurobindo Mcmorial (Arnc'dmen1)Ac~ 1973 (West Acn. Acl 111 o i  1973). 



r, 7. The Sri Aurobindo Bhavan owned and possessed by the State 
Govcrnrnent shall, with effect from h e  day on which this Act comes into 
farce, stand transferred to, and vesl absolulely in, the Socicly and the 
Society shall hold the said properly in trust with a view lo dischar~ing 
the functions laid down in section 8 and fulfilling the objecls set out in 
the Second Schedule to this Act. 

8. The functions of [he Society shall, subjccl to [he other provisions 
of this Acl, be lo administer thc properly referred to in section 7, in 
accordance with such schcme as may be prescribed consistently with the 
objecb set out in the Second Schedule lo this Act. 

9. (1) The Society shall have a fund lo be called [he Sri Aurobindo 
Samili Fund, to which shall be credited- 

(a) all sums of money paid or granted by the State Government, 
either as conrributions for the maintenance of the properly 
of the Socicty rclerred lo in seclbn 7 or for discharging [he 
func~ions of the Society referred lo in section 8, 

(b) all other sums of money rcccived by the Society, and 
(c) all incomc dcrivrd from my property owned or managed by 

the Socicty. 

(2) The Fund shall become vesled in [he Society and shall be under 
the convoI, and be held in trust-for [he purposes, of the Society. 

10. The accounts of the Society shall be kepl, audiled and published 
in accordance with such rules as may be made by the State Governmenl. 

11. (1) The Society may consticute a working committee consisting 
of such number of i u  own members not exceeding fivc, M thc Sociely 
thinks f i ~ .  

(2) A member of the working cornmillee shall hold oflice For the 
period for which he remains a member of the Society or unril he rasigns 
or is replaced by [he Society, whichever is  earlier. 

(3) A casual vacancy in h e  working commi [tee shall bc filled by the 
Society by fresh nomination of another member of the S~cicty.  

(4) The Sociely may delegate, subject to such conditions and 
limita[ions thesociety may think fit to impose, all or any of ils Funclions 
under his Acr in favour of the working committee. 

12. No act done or proceedings taken under this Act shall be invalid 
merely by reason of- 

(a) the existence of any vacancy or any defecr in the constitu~ion 
of the Sociely or Ihe working commitlee, 

Functions or 
rhc Smicly. 

Ihc  S r r i c ~ y  
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(Senin~rs 13, 14 mid Fitst Scherirr1e.J 

(b) any person having ceased lo bc a member of the Sociery or 
!he working cornmi~~ce,  o r  

(c) any omission, d e f c c ~  or irregularity not affecting the 
nierils of thc case. 

13. ( 1 )  The Stntc Government may makt rulcs for carrying ~ u l  the 
purposes of ll~is Act. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generalicy of the foregoing power, such 
rules may provide for all or ally of [lie following mauers, namely:- 

(a) schcme for adtninistration of rhc property. rercrred to in 
section 8, 

(6) mantier in which tlie accounts of the Socicty shaIl be kcpt. 
. audited and published referrcd lo in section 10, and 

(c) any olher Inattzr which may or is required to be prescribed. 

Rcgulnrions. 14. The Society may make regulations to provide for all or any of 
the following malters, namely:-- 

(a) meeting of Ihe S ~ c i e l y  and of the wnrking commiuee, lhe 
manner in whicll such meetings shall be convencd, the 
quorum necessary for rransactibn of business and the 
procedure at such meerings. 

(h) the powcn and dulies of lhe Secretary of the Society, 
(c) the appointment, remunerudon and all other condi~ions of 

service of the Secretary and orher membcrs of  \lie srnlr 
employed by the Socie~y, 

(d) any olhcr matter which Lhe Society thinks necessary Ibr [he 
due discharge of its funciions under this Act, 

FLRST SCHEDULE 

[See section 2(b).] 

(a) Premises No. 8, S hakespem Surini, being aIl that piece or parcel 
or plot or renl-free Innd measuring 0.61 heclxe, more or less, siruate in 
lhe town of Calcutla bounded in  the following manncr, that is to say, on 
rhc nonll by Shakespeare Sarilni, on the soulh by 16 and 17, Lord Sinha 
Road, on the cast hy 10, Shakespeare Sarnni, and on rhc west by 6. 
Shakespcure Snrani, 

(b) logcil~er with all buildings, strucrures and erections slanding or 
bcing on ~ h c  said Iand, which said premises and buildings are commonly 
known ;LF 8, Shsikespearc Sarani, Calcuun, and 

(c) together will1 all righrs, ensemenw and appurtenances whatsoever 
belongifig or altachtd orappurlcnmt to the said laad, buildings, slructures 
and erectiana nr held or cnjoyed therewith. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

[See secrions 7 and 3.J 

The property of the Society may, infer-ulio, be used Ibr the Following 
objects, that is to say:- 

( I )  for holding public meclings and lec~urcs for propagating 
the teachings of Sri Aurobindo aniongsr [he masses, 

(2) Tor holding such tecmres, seminars and discaurscs as may 
be beneficial 10 the menu1 and moral oullook oithe people 
gentrally and as may help them to solve their cul turd and 
spiritual problems in the lighi or the teachings of Sri 
Aurobindo, 

(3) to provide a rcading room which [nay affer to the public an 
opporlunily to be acquainted with the thoughts of Sri 
Aurobindo, 

(4) to provide a suitable place for preservation of [he sacrcd 
relics of Sri Aurobindo rvherc members of thc public may 
pay homagc lo his memory, 

(5) 10 providc opporlunities lor enabling rescarch sludcnts lo 
carry on research on the life and icachings of Sri Aurobindo, 
and 

(6) lo provide a perrnanenl exhibition with models depicring 
thc life and times of Sri Aurobindo as well as events of 
India leading up to the Frcedorn struggle of Bangln Desh. 




