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West Bengal Act XXXII of 1972' 

THE WEST BENGAL HOUSING BOARD ACT, 1972. 

West Ben. Act XXXV of 1973. 
.: West Ben. Act XL of 1976. 

AMENUED . . West Ben. Act LXI OF 1978. 
West Ben. Act XXXV of 1980. 
West Ben. Act XIV of 1993. 

Aw ACI to provide for [he cotrs~itrrriotr of a Horrsing Board for WCSI 
Bengal and for nrallers connecred rlrereivitli or incidental rfrrreto. 

WHEREAS it  is expedienl lo provide for Ihc consBrution of a Housing 
Board for Wesl Bengal and For matters connec~ed  herewith or inciden~al 
therelo; 

It i s  hereby enacted in [he Twenry-rhird Year of the Republic of 
India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:- 

CHAPTER 1 

Preliminary 

1. ( 1 )  This Acl may be called [he West Bengal Housing Board Act, shod rirlc 
1972. md 

MITLmCCICC- 

(2) It shall come into force2 on such date as (he State Government W n L  

may, by nolificalion in the Oflciol Gazette, appoinl. 

2. In this Act, unIess there is anylhing repugnant in the subject or Ikfiniiions. 
context,- 

(1) "Board" means the West Bengal Housing Board constituted 
under secrion 3; 

3(1 A) "Board of Directors" has the same meaning as in clause (6) 
of secuon 2 of the Companies Act, 1956; 

(2) " B o d  premises" means any premises belonging to or vested 
in b e  Board or raken on lease by h e  Board or entrusted lo 
the Board for management and use for the purposes of this 
Acl; 

(3) "Building materials" means such commodiues or Wicles 
as are specified by [he Stale Govemmenr by notification in 
h e  Oficial Gazette to be building malerials for h e  purposes 
of this Act; 

(4) "by-laws" means by-laws made by the Board under 
seclion 44, 

'For Statement of Objcc~q and Reasons, see the Calcrtrfa Gnzerrc, Ertruordirrary, 
F f i  IVA, oilhe 10th July, 1972, pagc 1471 : Tor procccdin&< of the Wesl Bcngal Legisl~livt 
Assembly, xcc h c  procecdings of the rnecring of [hat Assembly hcld on 71h Augur. 1972. 

T h i s  Act arncinro forccon2ndNovemkr, 1972, videHousing D e p m e n r  notificalion 
No. 5254-HtV. datcd the 2nd Novcrnbcr. 1972. 

'Clause(1A) WLS inscncdby s, 2(I)olrhc West Bengal Housing B o d  (Arnendmcnt)Act, 
1943 (West Ben. Acr XIV of 1993). . 



T11e Wesl Berr~uI Ho~rsing Board Act, 1972. 

[\Vat Dcn. Act : 

(5) "Chninnan" means [he Chairman of lhe Board; 
'(5A) "company" means a company as defined in section 3 of thc 

Companics ACI, 1956; 
(6) "Corporarion" mcans the Municipal Corporalion of 

C a l c u t ~ a  or  [he Municipal Corporalion of Holvrah or 
Chandernagorc: 

'(GA) "direc~or" has thc same rncaning as in clause (1  3) of secrion 
2 of the Cornpanics Acl, 1956; 1 of 1YsIi. 

2(6B) "exisling join1 scclor company" meaning a joint sector 
company which is c.urying on business on the date of coming 
inlo force of [he Wesr B e n g l  Housing Board (Amendment) 
Act. 1993; 

(7) "Housing Commissionei' means the Housing Commissioner 
appointed under sec~ion 12; 

(S) "housing scheme" means a housing scheme made under [his 
Acl; 

J(8A) "join[ seclor company" means a company in relarion lo 
which filly per ccnL of directars of the Board of Direclots 
is  nomina~ed by h e  Stat Govcmmenr; 

(9) "land" includes benefils to arisc oul of [and and things 
I 

nuuchcd lo  he eanli or pertnanenrly faslencd lo anything 
ntluchcd lo the earih; 

(LO) "Lnntl Acquisi~ion Act" means the Land Acquisition Act, 1 ol1894. 

1894 or the Wcst Bcngal Land (Requisition and Acquisidon) Ivc'csr Elen.Acr 
Act. 1945; 11 of 1W8. 

( I  I) "member" means the Chairman -'I, the Vice-Chairman] or I 

any other member of lhc Board; I 

( 1  2) "rnunicipalily" means a municipality (includin~ a nodlied 
area) constiluled under the Bcngal Municipal Act, 1932; Dcn. A C ~  XV 

5(1 2A) "new joint secror company" means a joint seclor co~npnny or 1932. 

formed and regisrered on or af~er  the date of coming inro 
force OF the West Bengal Housing Board (Amendmenr) Acr, 
1993; 

(13) "prcmises" means any land or building or part of a building 
and includes,- 

(i) gardens, grounds and oul-houses, if any, appenaining 
to such building or part of a building, and 

(ii) any fillings affixed lo such building or part of  a 
building for lhe more beneficial enjoyment [here06 

'Clausc (SA) W;LF insencd by s. 2(2) olrllc Wcsr Bcrigal Hnuring Board (Arncndmcnl) 
Acr. 1993 ( \Vat  Bcn. ACI XIV or 1993). 

'Clauscs (6A) and (68) wcrc inssncd by s. Z(3). ibirl. 
'Clausc (8A) war; inscrled by s. 3 4 ) .  ibid 
'\Vods inscned by s. 2 of rl ic \ V a l  Bcngal Housing Brrard (Arncndmcnt)Acl, 1973 (\Vest 

Ben. Act XXXV 01 1973). 
'Clause (12A) w u  inscncd by s.2(5) of Urc\Vcsi B c n p l  Huusing Board (Amcndmcnl) 

Acl, 1993 (Wcsr Bcn. Acr XIV nl 1993). 
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(Cllol~~cr II . -Es~nbl is l~~~~cr~i  of rhe Bofirih-Secfiorrs 3-5.) 

(13) "prescribed" mcans prescribed by rules nladc unrlcr this Act; 
( 1  5) "rcgula~ions" means rcgulalions tnndz by rlle Board undcr 

sccrion 43; 
(16) "year" mcans [he year commencing on the 1st day of April 

and ending on r he 3 1 sr day of March. 

CHAPTER TI 

~lahl i shment  or tllc Bonrd 

3. ( I )  The Statc Government sliall. by notification in the Ofjicia! Cons~i~ution 

Gazerre, consti tule for thc purposcs of his Act a Board by [he name of '""*. 
. . 

the Wcsl Bengal Housing Board. . . 

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate having perpelual succession 
and a common seal and may sue and be sued in i ~ s  corporarc name and 
shall bc competent to acquire and hold property borh movublc and 
immovable, cnter inro conlract and do all things nccessnry for Itie purposes 
of (his Act. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act and the Land Acquisition Act [he 
Board shall be decmcd lo be a local authority. 

i 

4. For the rcmoval of doubts, i~ is Iiercby declared rhili the West Applicaliun 

Bengal Pre~nises Tenancy Act, 1956- of Wcsl 
Bcngal Acl . 

(a) shall no! apply l o  any land or building belonging to or vcsrcd XII oc 1956. 
in h e  Bonrd; 

(b) shal I not apply as agains~ [be Board lo any tenancies or 
other like relalionship crcared by the Board in respect or 
such land or building; , 

(c) but shalt apply to any land or building lcr out in favour of 
the Board. 

5. ( I )  Thc Board shall consist of a Chairman who shalI be h e  Mcmkrsof  

Minisler-in-charge or the Housing Depm~nenr of rhe Stalc Government ~ ~ d ~ ~ ; ~  
and a Vice-Chairman to be appoinlcd by the Srare Government and the rcsignnlion 
following other rnernbcrs, rhn~ is to say,- or removal. 

(a) '(i) Secretary, in-charge of Town and Counlry Planning 
Branch of lhe Development and Planning Department, 
F.Y-officio, 

=(ii) Secretary. Finance Deparlment, er-oficio, 
(iii) Secrerary, Housing Depanment, cx-oficin, 
(iv) Housing Commissioner, ex-oficio; and 

'Sub-clause (i)  w a ~  lint subst i~u~cd by s. Jb) or thc iVcs1 Bcngnl Housing Bonrd 
(Anicndmcnr)Acr, 1973 ( \ h r  Bcn. ACI X I X V  or 1973). Thcrcafrcr ~ h c  same wxc ~<uhrli~urcd 
by 5 .  ?(a) ofthe Wtst Rcngal Hr)u~ing Board (Amcndmenl) Act, 1978 (Wet  Bcn. Acl LXI 
o i  197tl). 

~Sub-clilusz (ii) W ~ I S  first 5ub~( i~u~cd  hy S. 3(b) of the We51 Rengill Housing Board 
(Arncndnlcnl) Ack 1973 (\Vc<t Rcn.Ac~ XXXVoi1973), Theruafrcrthcswic wnsrcsubsti~utd 
hy s. S(b) oC rl~c Wcsl Ucnpnl kiousing B o w l  (Amcnd~i~c~ir) ACI, 1978 (Wcsl Ben, Acl LXI  
of 19781. 
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(b) five other persons appointed by the Stale Government: 

Provided that the State Government may appoinl a whole- 
lime Government servanl lo act as the Vice-Chairman of 
the Board in addition to his own duties. 

(2) The names of the Vice-chairman and olher members appoin~ed 
under sub-section (1) shall be published in the Oflcial Gazerre. 

(3) A member of the Board may ac any tlme resign his office by 
writing under his hand addressed to the State Government: 

Provided h a t  Ihc resignation shall: not take effect until it is accepted. 

(4) The Stale Government may, by nodfication in he Oficial Cazerte, 
rernovc from office h e  Vice-Chairman or any other member I* * * * * , 

6. A person shall be disqualified for being appointed or for 
conlinuing as h e  Vice-Chairman or a member of h e  Board, if he- 

(a) is of unsound mind, 
(b) is an uncenificated bankrupt or an undischargcd insolvent, 
(c) has directly or indirectly by himself or  by any parlner. any 

share or  intcresl in any conbact or employmenr, as the case 
may be, with, by or on behalf of, the Board, or 

(d) is n Director, Secretary, Manager or other salaried offtcer of 
any incorporited company which has any sharz or interexr 
in any contract or  employment, as the case may be, with, by 
or on behalf of, the Board, or 

(e) has been or is convicled of any offence involving moral 
turpitude: 

Provided [hat a person shall not be disqualified under 
clause (c) or clause (d) or be deemed to have any share or 
inlerest in  any incorporated company which has any share 
or interest in my conlract or employment, as h e  case may 
be, with, by or an behalf of. the Board, by reasan only of his 
being a sharcholderof such company if such person discloses 
to the State Government the nature and extent of [he shares 
held by him. 

7. (1) The Vice-chairman and every other member nor being an 
ex-oficio member shall hold oFfice for a period of three years from \he 
date of his appointmenl as Vice-Chairman or, as the case mny be, other 
member: 

Provided that the Slate Governmenl may extend Ihe said period by a 
further period no1 exceeding one year: 

-- 
'Words, figurc, lc~tcrs und bnckels kginning with ' k h ~ "  and ending wilh --such 

removnl." wcre omiued by s. 2 of [he Wcsr Bengal Housing Board (Amendment) ACI, 
1976 (Wcsr Ben,  Act XL or 1976). 
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(Chapter /I.-Esfablisfrnrenr of tlie Board.-Sections 8-1 2. ) 

Provided further lhar after the expiry of ihe period of his appoinl- 
men1 a persan shall, unless disqualified, be eligible for re-appointment 
as Vice-Chairman or other member. 

(2) Every member shaIl rcceive such allowances as may be 
prescribed. 

(3)  The Vice-Chairman may hold office in an honorary capacity or 
on payment ofrcmuneration. Such remuneration and all other terms and 
conditions of service shal I be such may be prescribed. 

(4) The allowances LO [he members and h e  rernuncntion, if any, lo 
.. . [he Vice-chairman shall be paid from the fund of the Board. 

8. If a member,-- k b o n  or 
(a) renders his resignalion i n  writing to the State Government, me"bE'Ship. 

or 
(b) is absent without rhe permission of the Board from all the 

meelings of the Board for a period of three successive 
monlhs, 

he shall cease lo be a member. i 

9. Any vacancy of a member shall  be filled as  early as Fillingor 
pracucable: vacancies 

Provided that during any such vacancy h e  other members may act, 
as if no vacancy had occurred. 

10. No disqualification or defect in the appointmenl of any person M i n g s  
acting as Wee-Chairman or other member shall be deemed to violate ~~"~~~ 
any act or proceeding of the Board, if such act or proceeding is otherwise valid. 

- ,  

in accordance wilh the provisions of this Acl. 

11. If any member including the Vice-Chairman is by jfirrnity or T e m p w  
otherwise rendered temporarily incapable of carrying out his duries or is $:::' 
absent on leave or olherwise, not invoIving the vacation of his 
appoinrrnent, the State Governmcot may appoint another person lo 
oFficiare for him and carry out his functions under h i s  Act or any rule or 
regulation made thereunder. 

12. (1) TheBoardshall haveaHousingCommissioner, whoshall omcersmd 
be the Chief Exqulive Officer '* * * * * and such other oficers and olhcr SIN. 

employees as the Board may consider necessary for the efficienl 
performance of its functions. 

'Words "and one or more Auisrur Housing Commissioners." wemomir[cd by s. Zolthc 

W m  Bengnl Housing B o d  (Arnendrnent)Act. 1980 Wcsr Btn. hcL KXXV or 1980). 



T l ~ e  IVesr Benxal Horrsi~ig Unad Act, 1972. 

[West Ben. Act 1 

(2 )  The appointmen1 of the Housing Commissioncr shall be made . .. 
by thc Statc Government and the uppoinrrnen~ of olher officers and I . 

, - 
employccs of the Board shall bc niade by the Board: 

Provided [hat the Board shall not nppoin~ any olficcr in a scalc of 
pay the maximum of which exceeds two thousand rupccs a month, 
without oblaining thc prcvious sanction of 11ie Slale Government. 

Powers and I12A. (1) T l ~ c  Housing Commissioner and other officers shall 
duliuOr'hc pcrform such duties r r ~  may be assigned ro them by the Board. 
Housing 
~ommii -  (2) The Board may, from time 10 lime, by order delegate, under such 
sioncrand 
ohcr reslricdon, if any, as it may think lit to impose. any of its powcrs conicrred 
oni~er?;, on it by this Act, lo the Housing Com~nissioner and to olhcr officcrs of 

[he Board specified in the order. 

Employmcni 
ols~aKolthc 
Srn~c 
Go5emrncnl. 

13. ( 1 )  The Board shall rake over and employ such staff of the Srare 
Governmen( in the Hous ing  and other Dcparlmcnts us the Slate 
Government may make avnilabIe and evcry pcrson so  taken over and 
ernpIoyed shall bc subjccr la thcprnvisions of this Act and the regulalions 
111ade lhereunder: 

Provided t h a ~  during thc period of such employment all mailers 
relaling In thc pay, allowances, leave, reliremenl, pensions, provident 
fund and al l  other temis and conditions of service of h e  membcrs ofthe 
said staff shall be regulated by [he Wcsr Bcngal Service Rules or such 
other rules on the subject ns may from lime 10 lime b e  made by the State 
Government. 

(2) All permanent govern men^ servants laken over and employed 
by the Board under sub-section (I)  shall have a licn on hcir post% in rhe 
service of the State Government and thc pcriod of their service under the 
Board shall, on [heir reversion LO the service of the State Government. 
be countcd for their promotion, increments, pension and other matlers 
relating to their service. 

hfcclings of 14. The Board shalt meet and shall from time to time make such 
B&, 

amngcments with respect lo the day, litne, norice and adjoummcnt of 
irs meetings as it thinks fit. subject to the following condilions, narnely- 

(a) an ordinary meering shall be held at leis1 once every month, 
(b) the Chairman may, whcnever he thinks f i t ,  call a special 

meering, 
(c) the quorum for cvcry mceling shall be five: 

'Provided that when a meeting has been adjourned to 
anorhcr dare for want of quorum, no quorum shall be 
necessary in the case of [he adjourned meeting, 

'Sczlion 12A was inscncd by s. 4 ofihc IVcst Bcngal Housing Board (Arnendrncnl) ACI. 
1973 (Wcsr Bcn. Act XXXV of 1973). 

'Pmviso was addcd by a. 5 ,  ;hid. 
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XXXII of 1972.1 

(Cl~apter Il.-E.~rabli.~!~~~e~lr o J tl~e Board-Sections IS,  15A at~d 16.) 

(d) every meeling shall be presided over by the Chairman and, 
in his absence, by the Vicc-Chairman and in rhe abscnce 
or both Chairman and Vice-Chairman by any member 
chosen by the members presenl, 

(e) all questions 511 any mecling shall bc dccided by a majority 
of  he mcmbcrs prcscnr and in case of equaliry of voles, 
thc pcrson presiding shall have and exercise a second or 
casling vote, 

(f) the minules of proceedings of each meeting s-hall 
be recorded in it book lo bc provided Tor lhe purpose. 

15. (1) Every contncl made by [he Board shall be entered into in Exccu[ion of 
such manner and in such form as may be prescribed and be signed by the conrmcr. 

Chairman on behalf or the Board: 

Provided that- 

(a) no contract involving an expcndilurc or '[rupccs onc crorcl 
or more shall be made without the previous sanclion of lhc 
State Govcmment, 

(b) any contrlct involving an expenditure up to 2[rupees .fifty 
thousand] may, in case of urgency, be mndc by the Chairman 
wilhoul the previous sanclion of the Board but shall be 
referred to rhe Board at the earliest opportunity. 

(2) Sub-section ( I) shall apply to every varia~ion or abandonment of 
a contracl as wcll as to an original conlmcl. 

'15A. Widlout prejudice lo Ihe provisions of clause (b) of lhe proviso Excrciseor 
to sub-section ( 1 )  of section 15, the Slate Government may, by a ' l ' r C , ~ ~ ~ ~ r d  
notification published in [he OJJicial Gnzerrc, direct thal the Chairman by rhc 
may excrcise nil or any or  the powers cxcrcisnblc by ~ h c  Board undcr this Ch"m"m 

Act as may be specified in [he nolification: 

Provided [hat when power under this section bas been exercised, the 
Chairman shall make a report 10 the Board a[ its next meeling indicating 
the circumstancev under which such power has been exercised. 

16. Subject 10 any rule which [he Srare govern men^ may make in mlcgalion 
this behalf, the Board may by order direct that lhe power lo sign a contract $::::agn 
shall be exercisable also by h e  Housing Com~nissioner or any olher oficer conwca. 
specified by i t  in Ihe order. 

'lV<'r'orrl$ subslilutd lor rllc words"rupccs fifty Inkhs" by s. 3(i)of thciYcsr B c ~ ~ g n l  Housing 
B o d  (Amcndmcnt) Act, 1976 (Wut Bcn. Acl X L o r  1976). 

'lVords subsri~urcd for thc words "rupccs rtcnry rhousand" by s. 3(ii). ibirl. 
% 4 0 n  ISA wx inccrlcd by 5.6 olrhc \Vcsl Bcnpl  Housing Board {Arnendmenr) Acl, 

1973 (\Vest Bcn. Acr XXXV o i  1973). 
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CHAPTER TI1 

Housing schemes 

17. (1) Subject to [he provisions of [his Act the Board may, from 
time lo time, incur expenditure and undertake works [or the framing and 
execulion of such housing schemes as i l  may consider necessary and 
such housing schemes may include housing schemes in relalion to lands 
and buildings vested in or in [he possession of the S rate Government. 

[W=t Ben. Act 

, , ,  
, . 

... 

(2) The Slate Government may, on such terns and conditions as i t  
may lhink fit to impose, enlrust to the Board the framing and execution 
of any housing scheme and the Board shall thereupan undenake [he 
framing and execution of such scheme. 

(3) The Board may, an such terns and condilians as may be agreed 
upon and with the previous approval of the State Government, lake over 
for execution any housing scheme. an behalf of a local authority or co- 
operative society, or on behdf of an employer, for building houses mainly 
for [he residence of the employees of such local auhority, co-operative 
society or employer, as the case may be '[or for the residence of the 
members of such co-operative sociely]. 

18. Notwilhslanding anything conlained in any olher law for [he 
rime being in force. a housing scheme may provide for alI or any of the 
following rnauers, namely:- 

(a) the acquisition by purchase, exchange or otherwise of any 
property necessary for [he scheme; 

@I) the consWclion and reconstmclion of buildings; - 

(c) h e  sale, lelling oul or exchange of any property included in 
the scheme; 

(d) roads, dminage, water-supply, lighting, 2[schools, hospiials, 
dispensaries, market places,] parks, playgrounds and open 
spaces wilhin a housing scheme; 

(e) h e  reclamarion or reservation of lands for markets, gardens, 
schooIs, dispensaries, hospitals and other amenities i n  a 
housing scheme; 

(f) h e  letting out, management and use, of the Bowd premises; 
(g) accommodation for any class of inhabitants; 
(h) he advancing of money for h e  purpose of Ihe scheme; 
(i) the collection of such information and s~atis\ics as may be 

necessary for successful implementation of the scheme; 
'(ia) development of any urban or rural area for successful 

impIemenlation of housing schemes and for purposes 
ancillary or incidentaI thereto; 

'Words inserlcd by s. 7 of the Wclt Bcngnl Housing Board (Arncndrncn~) ACI. 1973 
(Wcsl Ben.AcrXXXVoT 1973). 

IWords insened by 5.8(i). ibid. 
'Clause [ia) was inserted by a. S(iil.ibid. 
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C j )  any other matter for which, in [he opinion of the Board or 
the State Government, it isexpedienr lo make provision with 
a view lo providing housing accommodation and to improv- 
ing or developing of any area included in a housing-scheme. 

19. (1) The Chairman shall, at a special mecting '[to be held within Subn~issinn 
the fifteenth day of the month of Fcbruay in each year], lay before [he ;b2dd6c1r0 

Board, a budget of the Board for Ihe ncxr ycar. 

(2) Every such budger shall be prcpnrcd in such form as may be prc- 
scribed and shall make provision for- 

(i) the housing schemes which ihe Board proposes to execule 
whelher in part or in whole during the next ycar, 

(ii) the due fulfilment of all the IiabiIilies of Ihc Board. and 
(iii) [he emcient administration of this Act, - 

and shall contain a statement showing the estimated receipts and expen- 
diture on capilal and revenue accounrs for the next year, and such other 
parliculars as may be prescribed. 

20. The Board shall consider rhc budget laid before jr and sanction it Bod's 

with ot without modifications. ~ l n c l i o n  lo 
budgci. 

21. (1) Every budget sanctioned by the Board shall be su brniued to Subrnis~ion 

the State Government for approval. 'Wrhin such lime as may be pre- ~'~~d6cr10 
scribed,] h e  Slale Government may approve thc budget as sanctioned by Govcrnrncnl 

the Board or return it to the Board For making such nladifications therein f o r ~ ~ m v " ~  

as the Slate Government may deem fi t .  

(2) Where a budget is returned lo the Board by the State Govemmcn~ 
for making any modifications therein, the Board shall forthwirh makc 
such modifications and submit the budgel as so modified to the State 
govern men^, which may then approve [he samc. 9 

22.   he Chairman may, a[ any time during the year for which a bud- Supplc- 

gel has bcen approved by hc Slate Government, lay before ihc Bovrd a r::': 
supplementary  budge^ and the provisions of seclions 19,20 and 2 1 shall 
apply lo such supplementary budgct. 

23. After h e  budgct is approved by [he Siatc Government, the Board PubIicalion 
and shall cause ihe housing schemes, in respecl of which provision is made in 

.. .. 

h e  budget, to be published in [he' Oficial Gazerre in such manner as may housing 
scheme, be prescribed and proceed to execute such schemes. 

'Words wirhin hc squm bnckeb wcre subsu~u~cd lor Lhc words "lo bc hcld in h e  
rnanlh olFcbrwry in cach ye&' by s. 9 orthe West Bcngdl Housing Board (Arncndrncn~) 
Acl. 1973 (Wcsr Bcn. Act XXXV of 1973). 

'Words subslilured for rhc words "At any lime ar~cr thc rcccipl of  lhc budgcl." by s. 10, 
ibid. 
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Varialion ol  24. Thc Board may at any time vary any housing schemes or 
housing any park thereof includcd in the budget approved by  he Siatc 
Sfkmcs. Government : 

Provided that no such variation shaIl be made except wirh the 
approval of the Stale Governmenr if i t  involves an expenditure in excess 
of 10 per cenr. of [he amount as included in the Budger qpmved by 
[he Slate Government for thc execulion of any housing scheme. 

Tnnsrcr of 25. (1 )  When any open space for the purpose of ventilation or 
oPcnVacc recreation has bccn provided by the Board in executing any housing 
lo Imal 
au,l,ori~cs, scheme, the Board may, at its option by resolulion, transfer such open 

space to the local aulhority concerncd on completion of the scheme and 
thereupon such open space shall vest in and be maintained ar the expense 
of the IocaI aulhority: 

Provided that the local authority may require the Board before any 
such open space i s  st, (ransferred to enclosurk level, turf, drain and lay- 
out such space and provide foot-paths hcrein. md if necessq,  to provide 
lamps and other apponlus for lighting it. 

(2) If any difference of opinion arises belween lhc Board and the 
local aulhorily concerned in respect of any matter referred to in sub- 
secuon ( I )  the malter shall be ~ f e r r e d  to the State Government whose 
decision hereon shall be final. 

Ohcrdulies 26. ' ( I )  The Board shall rake necessary measures to mainlain, allot, 
Orihe Bod- lease, sell or othenvisc use the Board premises in such manner as it may 

decide and shall collect rent. price, compensation and damages in respect 
 hereo of. 

(2) The 0 oard may,-- 
(i) provide technical advice to thc Slate Government and 

scrutinize projects under housing schemes when required 
by the State Govcmmenr lo do so; 

(ii) undenake research on various problems connected with 
housing in general and find out inparticular [he economical 
methods of connrucling houses suited lo local condilions; 

(iii) undertake comprehensive surveys on problems of housing; 
(jv) do all things for- 

(a) unificalion, simpIificalion and standardisation'of 
building materials; 

(b) cncouraging pre-fabrication and mass production of 
house componenb; 

(c) organising or underlaking the production of building 
miterials -for residential o r  non-residential houses; 

(d) securing n steady and suficient supply of workmen 
trained in work of conslruclion of buildings l[and 
for the manufacture of building materials]. 

'Sub-sccrian (I) w a ~  subsrirurcd ror original sub-secrion by s. 4(a) of Bc Wesr Bengal 
Housing B o d  (Amendrncn!) Act. 1976 PL~I Ben. Act XL of 1976). 

'Words inrertcd by s. 4(b), ilrid. 
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(Cl~apfer III.-Horrsirrg scf~e~tres.-Secrions 27, 27A.- 
Cl~apfer IV-Acqrrisition and disposal of larrd.Section 28.) 

c, (3) Subject to such rules as may be made in this bchalf thc Bomd 
may, from timc to time I *  * * * * appoint one or more Commirtees or 
invesr any local or other aulhority for [he purpose of discharging such 
dulies or performing such functions as it may delegate to them and any 
such Committee or local or olher aulhorily may discharge such duties or 
perform such funcrions ?[accordingly.] 

27. Thc Statc Govemmenl may. by general or special order published 
in the Oficial Gazcrre, exempt any housing scheme underlaken by the 
Board from all or any of the provisions of this Act subject to such 
conditions, if any, a5 it may imposc or  may direct lhar any such provision 
shall apply lo such scheme wilh such modifications as may be specified 
in the order. 

'27A. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the Board 
may, if it considers it necessary so 10 do in the public inlerest and is 
satisiicd that an cxisring, or ncwv, join[ secror company is willing to comply, 
or has complied, with such lerms and condirions as rhc Srarc Govcrnrncnt 
may h ink  fit lo impose, enlrusr, wirh h e  previous approval of the Siatc 
Government, any existing, or new, joint sector company with .my housing 
scheme for execution, and different exisling, or new, joint sector 
companies may be so entrusted with different housing schemes for 
execution. 

CHAPTER IV 

Acquisition and disposal of land 

98 .  (1) Where any land is n d c d  for he purpose of a housing scheme 
or for performing any olher dulies or funcrions of Ihc Board, thc B o d  
may enter inlo an agreemenr with any person for h e  acquisirion by pur- 
c h ~ e .  leue or exchange, of  his rights and interests in such land kither 
wholly or  in  pan, on paymenl of an arnounl proportionatc 10 the loss or 
deprivation caused to the enjoyment of [he land. 

(2) The Board may also lake steps for [he compulsory acquisi~ion of 
any land or any interest therein required for the execution of a housing 
scheme or for performing any other duties or functions of the Board and 
such acquisition of any land or any inrcresl therein shall bc deemed to be 
acquisition for a public purpose within the meaning of the Land 
Acquisition Acr. 

'Words'hnd rormy pulicularyea." wercomirled by s. ll(a) ofBe\Ves~Bcngal Housing 
Board (Amendmcnr) Act. 1973 (Wcsl Bcn. ACL XXXV of 1973). 

liYord subsrituted Tor the words "wirh duc rcgard ro rhc circumsranccs and rquircmcnrs 
of rhnl p d c u l a r  m a "  by s, I I@), ibid. 

'Section 27A wrus insencd by s. 3 of h c  Wcsr Bcngal Housing B o d  (Arncndmcn1)Acr. 
1993 (Wcsr Bcn. ACI XIV or 1993). 

'Secrion28 was subs~i~u~cd fororiginal sccrion by s. 5 ortheIVsl Bengal Housing Board 
(Amcndmenl) Act, 1876 (Wcsr Bcn. Acl X L o f  1976). 
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CHAPTER V 

.; Finance, accounls and audit 

Tmnsrcr of 29. (1) Such assers and liabilities of the Slate Gavemmenl which 
=scL'lOrhc the State Governmcnt may dccide lo transfer to the Board on such terms B o d .  

and conditions as may be prescribed shall, with effect irorn Lhe date of 
noii ficahon made by ~hc  Slate Govemmenr in his behalf, stand vested 
and transferred to the Board. 

(2) A11 dcbts and expenditure incurred, all contncls entered inlo 
and all matters and things engaged to be done by, with or for the Stale 
Govemmcnt in respect of ~ h z  assets and liabilities bansferred under 
sub-seclion (I )  before and up lo rhc date of lransfer shall be deemed to 
have k c n  incurred, entered inlo or,engaged lo be done wirh or for the 
Board and all suits and other legal proceedings instituted or which 
may be instituted by or against the State Government in respect of such 
assers shalt be continued or instituted by or against the Board. as the 
case may be. 

B d ' s  30. ( I )  Thc Board shall have a fund 10 be called the Housing 
hnd.  Board Fund. 

(2) The Board may accept grants, subventions, donations and gifu 
from he Cenhl  or [he State Governmenl or a local aulhority or any 
individual or body, whether incorporated or not, for all or any of [he 
purposes of this Act. 

(3) The S ~ a t e  Government shall every year make a grant lo [he 
Board of the amount required to meet the administrative expenses of 
the Board for a period of three yean from the date OF (he consritution 
of rhe Board. 

(4) AII moneys received by or on behalf of the Board, all proceeds 
of sale of Iand or any other properly, all rents, beltermcot charges 
and all interests, profib and o~her moneys securing to the Board shall 
bc deposited in the fund of the Board. 

(5) Except as o~henvise'direcred by lhe Stale Governmen!, all moneys 
and receipts specified in [he foregoing provisions and forming pxit of 
the fund of the Board shall be deposited in the Reserve Bank of India or 
in any branch oflhc State Bank OF India or invested in such securities m 
may be approved by the Slate Government. 

(6) The bank account or any cash or securily OF [he Board shall be 
operated or handled by such orficers x may be aulhorised by h e  Board. 

Application 31. All property, fund and all other assets-vested in [he Board shall 
oilhe fund. be held and applied by it, subject lo h e  provisions . and , for the purpses 

of this Act. 
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(Cflapter V-Fit~arrce, accorrrlrs slid audir.-Sections 32-34 and 34A.) 

32. (1) Wherc in  ~ h c ' o ~ i n i o n  of rhc Board, circumstances of 
cxtreme urgency have arisen it shall be lawful for the Board to makc in 
any year,- 

(a) recurring expenditure not exceeding fi f ly  thousand 
rupees, and 

(b) non-recurring expenditure not exceeding Iwo lakhs of 
rupees. 

(2) Whcre any sum is cxpcnded undcr circumstances of extreme 
urgency as provided in sub-section (I), a repon thereof indicating Ihe 
source from which it is proposed to meet the expendi~ure shall be made 
by the Board as soon as practicable, lo the State Government. 

33. (1) The State Governmen1 may from lime ro time makc 
subventions to [he Board for [he purposes of this Act on such terms and 
condirions as the S~ate  Govemment may determine. 

(2) The Srate Government may from time to time advance loans to 
the Board on such terms and conditions nor inconsislenr with the 
provisions of this Act as the State Government may determine. 

34. (1) The Board may from ume [o rime, with the prcvious sanction 
of the State Government and subject 10 the provisions of [his Act and lo 
such conditions as may be prescribed in this behalf, borrow any sum 
required for the purposes of h i s  Acl. 

(2) The rules made by [he Srale Government for [he purposes of 
this section may empower [he Board to borrow by h e  issue of debentures 
and lo make mangements with bankers. 

(3) All debentures issued by the Board shall be in such form as the 
Board, wilh [he sanction of h e  Slate Govemment, may from time to 
time determine. 

(4) Every debenture shall be signed by the Chairman and one olher 
member of h e  Board. 

(5)  Loans borrowed and debentures issued under [his secuon may 
be guaranteed by the State Government as to the repayment of principal 
and h e  paymenr of intcrest at such rate as may be fixed by the Stale 
Government. 

'34A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any olher law for the 
time being in force, every debt arising out of any loan obtained by h e  
Board from the Slate Governmenl and banks and other financial 
instilulions for carrying out the purposes OF [his Acl- 

Fxpcnditurc 
in c-c of 
urgency. 

Subvcnlions 
and loan ro 
rhc Board. 

Powcrol 
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b w h ,  clc., to 
have priorily. 

LSccuon 34A was inscncd by s. 12 of rhc Wcst Bcngal Housing B o d  (Amcndrncnr) 
Acr, 1973 (Wcsr Bcn. Act XXXV of 1973). 
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I 
(a) shall have priority over a11 othcr debts. whelher secured or 1 -  . .. 

unsecured, incurred by the Board, and 

(b) shd'll be n prefcrenlial deb[  w i t h i n  the meaning of  
section 530 of  he Companies Act, 1956, and such debts 1 of 1956. 
shall rank cqualty amongst thcmseIves and be paid in €1111 
ou t  of [he asscts of [he Board unless such assets are 
insufficient to meel thcm in which casc they shall abate in 
equal proporlions. 

35. (1) The Board shall cause ro bc maintained proper books of 
accounts and such other books as the rules may requirc and shall 
prepare in accordance with [he mlcs an annual nalcment of accounts. 

(2 )  The Board shall cause its nccounls 10 be audited annually by an 
audiror to be appoinred by the Srate Government. The audilor so  appointed 
shall have [he right to demand ihe production of books, accounts. 
vouchers, documents and other papcrs, and to inspect any of the officcs 
of the Board. 

(3) As soon as !he accounls of the Board have been audited, the 
Board shall send a copy LhereoT together wilh a copy or the report OF [he 
auditor [hereon [a the State Governmcnr, and shall cause [he accounts ro 
be published in the prescribed manner and place copies thereof on sale 
at a rcasonable price. 

(4) The Board shall comply wi[h such directions as the State 
Gwerntnent may, after perusal of the report of [he audilor, think fil [o 
issue. 

36. (1) Nolwithsranding anylhing contained i n  scction 35. the 
Statc Government may order that [here shalt be a concurrent audit 
of the accounw of the Board by such person a5 it thinks ~II. The Slate 
Governmenl may also direct a special audit lo be made by such person as 
il thinks Fit of Lhc accounts of [he Board relating to any particular 
lransaction or a class or scrics of transaclions or LO a particular pcriod. 

(2) When an order is made under sub-section (I), the B o d  shall 
present or cause 10 be presented for audit such accounrs and shall furnish 
lo the person appointed under sub-secrion ( I )  such information as the 
said person may require for the purpose of audit and remedy or cause 10 
be remcdied the defects pointed out by such person, unless [hey are 
condoned by [tie S t a ~ e  Govcmment. 

'36A. Any sumdue lo the Board from any individual firm, company, 
or associalion, or body of individuals, whether incorporated or no[, shall 
bc recoverable w an arrear of land rcvenue in the manncr ~rovided in 
the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Ac[, 19 13. Bcn. Act 111 : 

of 1913. 

'Scclion 36Awas inscrled by s. 4 afrhc Wcsr Bcngal Housing Boxd(Arncndrncnl) Acl, 
1493 (Wear Ben. ACI XIV of 1993). 
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Miscellaneous 

37. The Board shall, before such date and in such form and a1 such 
interval as may be prescribed, submit to the Slatc Government a repon 
on such matters as may be prescribed and the State Government shall 
cause such report 10 be publishcd in the Oficial Gfizerre. 

38. The Board shaI1 also submil lo the Slntc govern men^ such 
sta~istics, returns, particulars, slalemcnu, documents or papers in regard 
lo any proposed or cxisling scheme or  relating to any matter or 
proceedings connccled with the working of Ihe Board at such timcs and 
i n  such form and manner as may be prescribed or as the Slate Government 
may from dme to lime direct. 

39. The Chairman or any person cilher generalIy or  specially 
aurhorised by the Chairman in this behaIfmay, with o r  without assistance 
of workmen, enlet into or upon any land, in  order- 

(a) Lo make any inspection, survey, measurcmcnl, valuation or 
inquiry; 

(b) to takc lcvcls; 
- (c) 10 dig ar bore into the sub-soil; 

(d) to seL boundaries and intendcd lincs of work; 

(el IO do any olher things; 

when it is ncccssary to do so for any of the purposes of this Act or any 
rules made or scheme sanclioned thereunder: 

Provided hat-  

(i) no such entry shall be made between sunset and sunrise; 

(ii) no dwelling house and no public bui [ding which is used as 
a dwelling place, shall be so cnrcred, unless with h e  consent 
of the occupier lhcreof, and without giving the said occupier 
at leaqt twenly-four hours' previous written notice of the in. 
tenlion lo make such entry; 

i 
(iii) sufficient notice shaIl in every instance be given to enable 

the female inmalcs of any apartment to remove  hemse elves 
to somc parl of the premises where  heir privacy will not be 

. disturbed: 

Other 
suicmnts 
and returns. 

Powcror 
cnr ry. 

(jv) due regard always be had, so far as may bc compatible with 
~ h c  exigencies of the purpose for which h e  entry is made, 
to the social and religious usages of the occupants of  Ihe 
premises entered. 
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40. No person shall commence any suit against the Board or against 
any officer or cmployee of the Board or any person aciing under [he 
orders of the Board, for anything donc or purporting lo have b u n  done 
in pursuancc of this Act, wilhour giving lo the Board, officer or employee 
or person rwo months' previaus notice in wriring of the intended suit 
and o l  the cause thereof, nor after six monrhs from [he date O F  rhe acl 
cornplaincd of. 

41. The Board shalI at [he end of cvery i i vc  years have avaluation of 
ils assels and liabiliiies made by a vaIucr appoinlcd wirh the approval of 
rhc Srate Government: 

Provided [ha[ it shall be open to lhe Srate Government to direct a 
valuation lo be made 31 any timc it may consider necessary. 

42. ( 1 )  The Slate Govcmment may, by nolification in the Oficial 
G a z c ~ ~ e  and subject lo the cordition of previous publication, make mIes 
for carrying out the purposes of this Acl. 

(2) I n  particulnr and without prejudice lo the generality of the 
foregoing power such ruIes may provide for all or any of the following 
purposes, uamcly:- 

(a) ihe allowances of members and remunera~ion and conditions 
of service of the Vice-chairman under section 7; 

(b) the manner and form in which contracu shall be entered 
inlo under sub-section (1) of section 15; 

(c) the form of the annuaI budget to be laid beforc the Board 
under seclion 19 and ihe other parliculnrs lo be conlained 
[herein; 

'(cl) the time within which Ihc State Government may approve 
or return the budget to the Board under sub-scclion (1) of 
seclion 2 I ;  

(d) h c  manner of publication of housing schema included in 
the budget under scclion 23; 

(c) the terms and conditions on which assets of  he Stale 
Governmenr may be transidrred lo the Board under 
scclion 29: 

(0  he condiljons subject lo which [he Board may borrow any 
sum under scction 34; 

(g) the manner of preparation, maintenance and publication 
of accounts undkr scction 35; 

'Clause (c l )  tvas inscncd by s. 13 or rhc )YES\ Bcngal Housing Board (Amendment) 
Acl, 1973 ( WcrI Bcn. Act XXXVol1973). 
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(h) the date before which, the form in which, the interval at 
which and the mallem on which reporls shall be submitted 
under section 37; 

(i) the lime at which and the form and manner in which 
statistics, returns, paaiculars, stalemen&, documenk and 
papers shall be submirted under seclion 38; 

(j) the manner in which the Board shalI be superseded and 
reconstituted under section 52; 

(k) any other malter which is lo be or may be prescribed under 
 his Act. 

43. (1) The Board may from time 10 time, wilh [he previous sanclion Regulations. 

of the State Government, make regulations consistent with this Act and 
with any rules made undcr this Act. 

(2) Such regulations may provide for- 
(a) the management and use of buildings constructed under any 

housing schernc; 
@) the principles lo be followed in allolrnenl of tenements 

and premises; 
(c) regulating iu procedure and the disposiil of its business; 

'(d) thc conditions of service of h e  employees of rhc Board 
other lhan those laken over and employed under sub- 
section (I )  of section 13. 

(3) If it appears to the State Government that it is necessary or 
desirable For carrying out the purposes of this Act to make any regulation 
in respect of rnalters specified in sub-section (2) or to amend any 
regulation made under t h a ~  sub-section, i t  may call upon [he Board to 
make such regulation or amendmen~ wilhin such dme as it may specify. 
If the Board fails lo make such regulalion or amendment wihin h e  
lime specified, the Slale Government may itself make such regulalion 
or amendment and the regulation or the amendment so made shall be 
deemed to have been made by h e  Board undcr sub-section (1). 

44. (I)  The Board may, with the previous sanction of the Stale Powcrlo 

Government. makc by-laws not inconsistent wirh this Act and rules which 
may be necessary or expedient for the purpose of carrying oul ils dulies 
and functions under this Act. 

(2) A by-law made under this section may provide that a 
contraven~ion thereof shall be an offence. 

(3) All by-laws made under this section shall be published in the 
Oficial Gazerre. 

'Clausc (d) was inscncd by s. 6 or the Wcst Bcngal Housing Board (Amcndmcnl) ACI. 
1976 Wcsl Bcn. Acl XLo11976). 



Tlre Wesr Betrgol Hutisirlg Board Act, 1972. 

[West Ben. Act , 

Penalty for 45. Whoever contravenes a by-law made under sccdon 44 shall, on 
conuavcn- 
t i  conviction, be punished with imprisonmenr for a term which may exiend 
JP\VS. 10 six months or with fine which may exlend to one thousilnd rupces or 

with both. 

Pcnal~y for 46. If any person- 
obsrruc~ing. 
CIC. (a) obstructs, or molests any person with whom the Board h~q 

entered inlo a contnct, in ihc pedomance or excculion of 
his dury or of anything which hc is empowered or required 

, to do under this Act, or 

(b) removes any mark set up for the purpose of indicaling 
any level or direction necessary lo rhc execu~ion of works 
authorised under his Act, 

he shall, on conviction, be punished wilh imprisonment for a ~ c r m  which 
may extend lo lhree months or wih Fine which may extend 10 f ive hundred 
rupees or with bolh. 

~ulho"tyror 47. llnless otherwise expressly provided. no Court shall lake 
pmscculion- cognizance of any offence punishable under- this Act excepl on the 

cornpIain1 of, of upon information reccived from, !he Board or some 
person authorised by the Board by general or special order in this 
behalf. 

Mernkrs, 48. All members, officers and employees of the Board shalI be ! 
aficcrs md 
cmploycuoi deemed, when acling or purponing to act in pursuance of any of the 
thc0olrdro provisions of this Act, to be pubIic servants within the meaning OF 
kpublic ,,,,, section 21 of the Indian PenaI Code. 450f1860. ' 

Plorccrionof 49. No suit, proseculion or olher legal proceedings shall Lie agains~ 
ac'ion'*cn any prson for anything which i s  in good faith done or purponed to be under (his . . 

ACI. done under this Act. 

P o ~ r r o f  50. The State Governrnenr may give the Board such direciions as sure 
Govemmcnr in its opinion are necessary or expedient for carrying out [he purposes 
10 give of this Act. It shall be [he duly of the Board to comply with such 
dimtion 10 
~d. direclions. 

~ o w c r  10 51. ( 1 )  The, State Government with a view to saiisbing itsclf that 
order 
inquiies. the powers and duties of the Board are being exercised and performed 

properly, may, a1 any lime, appoini any person or persons to make inquiries 
into all or m y  of h e  activities of the Board in such manner as may be 
prescribed and to report to the State Government the result of such 
inquiries. 
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(2) The Board shalt give lo the person or persons SO appointed all 
* facilities for the proper conduct of [he inquiries and shall produce before 

the person or  persons any document, accounl or information in the 
possession of the Board, which such person or  persons demand for the 
purposes of the inquiries. 

52. (I) If the State Government is salisfied rhat [he Board has made DcTaul~in 

default in performing any duty imposed on il by or under this Act, it may $ 2 ~ ~ ~ '  
fix a pcriod for the performance of lhal duty. 

(2) If in the opinion of [he State Government the Board fails or 
neglects to perform such duty wilhin the period so fixed For its . ,  

performance, i~ shatl be lawful for thc Slare Governmenl, to supersede 
and reconstitute the Board in Ihe manner as may be prescribed. 

(3) A f ~ r  rhc supersession of the Board md until il is reconslituled 
the powers, duties and func~ions of [he Board under  his Act shall be 
carried on by the State Government or by such officer or officers as the 
Stale Government may appoinr for [his purpose. 

I 

53. (1) The Stale Government may, by notification in the Oficial Diwlution I 
Gazetfe, declare thal, with effect from such dale as may be specified in Orlhe ""- I 
[he notification, the Board shall be dissolvcd. I 

(2) With effect from the date specified in [he notification under 
sub4ection (I),- 

(a) all properties, funds and dues which are vested in or  
realizable by [he Board shalt vest in and be realizable by [he 
Stire Govemmenl; 

(b) all liabilities enforccable against the Board shall be 
enforceable against the Stale Governrnenr lo the extenr of 
the propenies, funds and dues vested in and realized by the 
Slate Government. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall affect the liability of the State 
Government in respcct of loans or  debentures guarantced under sub- 
seclion (5) of section 34. 




