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West Bengal Act VI of 1973' 
THE WEST BENGAL MOLASSES CONTROL 

ACT, 1973. 

AMENDED . . . . West Ben. Act XXIn of 1978. 
E 

An Acr toprovidcfor co~itrol ofrlle prod~rction, slipply n~rddisrribririon 
ol; atid ;rude in, rrrolasses i r r  W e s ~  Betrgrtl. 

WHEUE,IS it is expedicnt [o provide for control of [he produc[ion. 
supply and disiribu~ion of, and lrade in, molasses in West Bengal; 

AND WHEREAS previous sanction of Ihe Presiden~ under the proviso 
to clause (b) of arlicle 304 of the Conslirulion of India has been 
obrained. 

Ir is hereby enacted in [he Twen~y-fourth Year of Lhc Republic or 
India, by the Legislature of Wcst Bzngal, as follows:- 

1. ( 1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Molasses Conlrol Shon [id= 
and catcnl. Act, 1973. i 

(2) It cxlends to the whole of W e s ~  Bengal. I 
1 

2. In [his Act, unless therc is anything repugnanl in [he subject or Dcfinilinns. I 

context,- ! 
2 ( ~ )  "molasses" means [he final residual by-product of factories 

manufacturing sugar from cane, or by refining grrr, by 
means of vacuum pans and includes molasses prepared by 
the opcn pan process (thar is to say, mother liquor produced 
in the final stage of the manufacture of Kl~andsari sugar by 
the open pan process) from sugarcane or glir wirh h e  aid 
of  power; 

(6) "notified order" means an order no~ified in ~ h c  Oficial 
Gazerte. 

3. (1) TheStateGovernment,soT~a~iroppemroi~tobenccessary Poscrsro 
conrml or expedient for maintaining or increasing rhc supply or molasses or production, 

for securing the equitable distribulion or nvailabilily of molasses ar supply and 
dislribution 

fair priccs, may, by nolified order, provide for regulating the or,and,mdc 
produclion, supply and distribution thereof and tnde therein wihin in. mol=scs. 

West Bengal. 

'For Smtcmcnt of Objccls and Rcxons. xrc Ihc C~I~CIIIIII GUXIIC. Er~raord inn~,  
Parr IVA or thc 22nd February, 1973. pagc 120; for Proceedings of thc Wcsl 
Bcngal Lgislnlivc AssembIy, see Ihc prmeedings of mcelinp of  t h ~  Asscmbly held on 
141h Mmh, 1973. 

'Clausc (a) wu subslilulcd roc Ihc original clauw by s. 2 o f  the \'itst Bcngal Molasscs 
Control (A~ncndmcnt) Act, 1975 (Wcsi Bcn. Act XXIIl of 19781. 
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(2) Without prejudice to the generaliry of thc powers conferred by 
J :  sub-sec~ion (I)  an order made thereunder may providc- 

(a) for regulaling by license, permit5 or othenvise Lhe produelion 
OF molasses; 

(b) forcon[mIling the prices at which rnolasscs may bc purchased 
or sold; 

'(bb) forereclig and mainraining adequate facilities for [he srorage 
of molasses and for requiring the owners of sugar faclories 
and Kl~andsari unils to accounl lor and fund separately a 
podion of the proceeds of the salc of molasses for such 
erecrion and maintenance: 

(c) for regulnling by liccnsc, permits ar othenvise rhc storage, 
[ransport, disrribution. disposal, acquisilion, use or  
consumption of molasses: 

(d) for requiring any pcrson holding stocks of molnsses to sell 
them ar fair prices ro specified persons or cIasses of persons 
or in specified circurns~snces; 

(e) for collecring nny informalion or statistics with a view to 
rcgularing or prohibiting any of Ihe aforesaid matrcrs; 

(0 for requiring persons engaged in the production, supply or 
dislribution of, or rrade in, molasses, 10 maintain and producc 
for inspecrion any books, accounts and records relaling lo 
their business and to furnish any information relating thereto; 

(g) For any incidental and supple~nentary mnrters, including in 
particular thc cntering and search of premises, vehicles, 
vessels and aircrafts, rhc seizure by a person aulhorised by 
[he S ~ a l z  Govemrneni in wriring to make such search of any 
molnsses in rcspcct of which such person has reason 10 
believe [hat a conrravenrion oC the order has been, is being 
or is about to be commitred, [hc grant or issue of licenses, 
permits or other documents, and the charging of fees therefor. 

(3) Nothing in sub-sections (1) and (2) shall authorisc the making 
of any order which prohibits ar reslric[s, or enables any action lo be laken 
for prohibiting or reslricdng, the enlry inlo, or export from, West Bengal 
OF any molasses. 

Delegarion 4. The Stale Government may by nodfied order direc~ h a t  [he 
of powcs. power 10 makc ordcrs undcr scclion 3, shall. in relalion to such rnallers 

and subjec~ lo such condilions, iT any, as may be specified in the order, 
bc exercisable also by [he Excise Commissioner os dciined in clausc (3) 
of section 2 of the Bengal Excise Act, 1909, or by a Collecror as, defined Bcn.ActV 

in clause (5) of the said seclion of the said Act. of 1909. 

IClausc (bb) W;L< inscded by s, 3 o l  the IVesr Bengnl Molascs Lontrnl (A~ncnd~ncn~) 
Acl, 1978 [\Vcsr Bcn. Acl XXlll of 1978). 
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5. If any person conuavenes any ordcr made or deemcd to have Pcnallics- , . . .  
, - 

4 been made under scclion 3, he shall be punishable wilh imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to Lhree years or with fine or with both, 
and, if the order so provides, any Coun trying such con~ravention may 
direct that any property in respect OF which lhe Coufl i s  sadslied i h a ~  
thc order has been conlravened shall be forfeited lo Govcmment. 

6. Any person who nl[empts to contravene, or abcls a conlravention ~~~~"~ 
of. any order made or deemcd to have been madc under section 3 shall cnnlnvcnc 

be deemcd to have conuavened that ordcr. ordcrs. . . 

. . 

7. If the pcrson con[ravening an order made or dccmed to have been OfrCnCCS bY 
corponlinnc. 

made under section 3 i s  a company or  olhcr body corporate, evcry 
director, manager, secretary or other officer or apent thereof shall, unless 
he proves [hat  he contravention took place withour his knowledge or 
[hat he exercised all due diligence [o prevent such conlravention, be 
deemed to be guilty of such contravenrion. 

8. No Court shall rake cognizance of any offence punishable under Cognimntc 

this Act cxcept on a rcport in writing or Ihe f a c ~  consli~uling such orrenccs' 

offence made by a pcrson who is a public servant as defined in section 
45 or 1x60. 2 1 of [he Indian Penal Codc. 

9. ( 1 )  No suit, prosecu~ion or other Icgd proceeding shall lic against 
~ c ~ i o n  Pmlccrion ralicn or 

any pcrsan for anything which is in good faith done or intended 10 be u,d,,ll,, 

done in pursuarice of any order rnadc or deemed to have becn made under 
sec~ion 3. 

(2) N o  suit or other legal proceeding shall I ie ilgirinsr the Government 
for any damage caused or likely lo be cnuscd by anylhing which is in 
good fajlh done or inlended lo be done i n  pursuance of any order made 
or deemed ro have been made under section 3. 

Pmidcn~'~ 
Acr 25 ot 

10. ( I  ) The West Bcngal Molasses Control (Re-enacting) Act, 1971, Rc~cal  and 
savinps. 

1971. is hereby repealed. 

(2) No~withstanding such repeal, any license or permit granted or 
deemed to have been granted, any ordcr made or deemed tn have been 
made, any direction ar  norification issucd or deemed lo havc been issued, 
any price fixed or dcemed to havc been fixed, any prwccding comrnenced 
or deemed to have been commenced, any liiibilily or penally incurrcd 
or decmcd 10 have been incurred, any punishment awarded or dcemed 
to have been awarded, anything done or deemed 10 have been done or 
any aclion raken or dccmed to have been taken under any provision of  






