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West Bengal Act VII of 1973

THE WEST BENGAL DUTY ON INTER-STATE
RIVER VALLEY AUTHORITY ELECTRICITY
ACT, 1973.

West Ben. Act XXVII of 1974,
West Ben. Act XXX VIIIof 1584,
West Ben. Act XV1 of 1893,
West Ben. Act II1 of 2000.

AMENDED

[19th March, 1973.]

An Act to provide for the levy of duty on the consumpiion, in West
Bengal, of enerpy penerated, distributed, sold or consumed by an inter-
State river valley authority and for matters connected therewith or
incidenral thereto.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the levy of duty on the
consumption, in West Bengal, of energy generated, distributed, sold or
coasumed by an inter-State river valley authority and for matters connected
therewith or incidental therelo;

It is hereby enacted in the Twenty-fourth Year of the Republic of
India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the WestL Benpal Duty on Inter-State
River Valley Authority Electricity Act, 1973,

(2) It extends to the whole of West Bengal.

(3) Tt shall be deemed to have come into force on the lst aay of
February, 1938.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) “consumer” means any person, other than a distribwing
licensee, who is supplied with energy by a licensee;
(b) "energy” means electrical energy generated, distributed,
sold or consumed by an inter-State river valley authority;

'Far Staternent of Objects and Reasons, see the Caleutta Gazeite, Exiraordinary,
Part IVA of the 16th February, 1973, page 264; lor Proceedings of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly, see the proceedings of the meeting of that Assembly held
on the 7th March, 1973.
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442 The West Bengal Dury on Inter-State River Valley
Authority Electricity Act, 1971,

[West Ben. Act
{Secrion 3.)

bl) “energy charge” means the amount charged (whether as
energy charge or some other charge) by an inter-State river
valley authority or licensee for the supply of energy Io a
consumer before deduction of rebate, if any, allowed by the
swid autherily or the licensee, as Lhe case may be, for payment
on or before such date as may be specified by the said
authority or the licensee, as the case may be;

(b2) “gross charge" means the aggregate amount of energy charge
and fuel surcharge, if any, made by an inter-State river
valley authority or licensee for the supply of energy,

(c) “inter-State river valley authority” ineans an authority
established by or under uny law i force immediately befare
the commencement of the Conslitution of India or any faw
made by Parliament for regulating or developing any inter-
Siate niver valley or viver;

(d) “licensee”™ meuns any person licensed under Part 11 of the
Indian Electricity Act, 1910, to supply energy and includes 9 of 1910
any person wha hias oblained the sanction of the State
Government under section 28 of that Act and also includes
the West Bengal Siate Electricity Board constituted under
section 5 of the Electricity (Supply) Acl, 1948; 54 of 1948,

}(d1) “netcharge” means the amount of gross charge that remains
after deduction therefrom of any rebate referred to in clause
(b1} or refund of fuel surcharge, if any;

(e) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Acl;

(f) “Schedule™ means a Schedule to this Act.

Duty on 3. There shall be charged, levied and puid to the State Government

::::fg;r a duty (hereinafter referred to as “electricity duty™), ’[on the net charge

consumed. for energy consumed or the units of energy consutned, as the case may
be,] at the rates in force from lime 10 time as specified in the First
Schedule:

Provided that eleclricity duty shall not be leviable *[on the net charge
for energy consumed or the units of energy consumed, as the case may
btr]_-

(1) by any Government, excepl to the extent specified in the
Second Schedule;

'Clauses (bl) and (b2) were inseried by 5. 2(a} of the West Bengul Duly on Inier-Stale
River Valley Autherity Eleciricity {Amendment} Aci, 1993 (Wesl Ben. Act XV of 1993).

*Clause {d1) wus inserted by 5. 2(b), ibid.

*The words within the square brackels were subslituled for the words “on the vnils
of cnergy consumed”, in seclion 3 and its proviso. by s. 3(2) and s. 3{b), respectively,
of the Wcst Bengal Duly on Inter-State River Valley Authority Eleciricily (Amendment}
Act, 1993 (Wesl Hen., Act XVI of 1993).



VII of 1973.]

9ol 1890, v

The West Bengal Duty on Inter-State River Valley

(b)

(c)

Authority Electricity Act, 1973.

(Section 4.)

by, or in respect of, any—
(i) railway administration as defined in the Indian Railways
Act, 1890;
(i) inter-Staie river vailey authority;
(iii) local authority;
(iv} institution or class of persons specified in the Secoend
Schedule,
excepl to Lhe extent specified in the Second Schedule;
in any—
(i) place of public wosrhip, public burial or burning ground
or other place for the disposal of the dead;

(ii) premises declared by the State Government to be psed
exclusively for the purposes of public charity;

(ii1) vessel, whether sea-going or inland.

4. In a case of energy which is—

()

(b)

received by a licensee and supplied by him Lo consumers,
the licensee shall collect and pay to the State Government,
at the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner, the
electricity duty payable under section 3 on the
L * * * energy supplied by him to consumers
and the duty so payable shall be a first charge on the amount
recoverable by such licensee for the energy supplied by him
to consumers and such amount shall be deemed Lo be a debt
due by him to the State Government;

Provided that such licensee shall not be liable (o pay the
duty in respect of any energy supplied by him for which he
has been unable to recover any amount due (0 him from the
consumer;

received by any other person (not being an employee of an
inter-State river valley authority ar any other person in the
occupation of any premises awned or cantralied by such
authority) who, having obtained such energy directly from
an inter-State river valley authority, either consumes such
energy or distributes such energy, whether wholly ar pardly,
(o any ather person, the first mentioned person shall pay 10
the Staie Government, at the prescribed time and in the
prescribed manner, the electricity duty payable under section
3 on the '* * * * energy received by him;

'The words “units ol were omilted, in elauses (a), (b) und (¢), by ss. 4(a), 4(b) and

4(c). respectively, of the West Bengal Duly on Inler-Siale River Valley Authority Electricily
{Amendinent) Act, 1993 (West Ben. Acl X¥I of 1993).
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444 The West Bengal Duty on inter-State River Valley
Autharity Electricity Act, 1973,

[West Ben., Act
(Section 5.)

(c) supplied by any inter-State niver valley authority, 1o its

o employees, or Lo any other person, in lie occupation of any
’ premises awned or controlled by i1, such authority shall
pay to the State Government, al the prescribed time and in

the prescribed manner, the electricity duty payable under

seciion 3 on lhe '* * * * energy so supplied by
i
Right to 5. (1) Where any energy—
recover ) . } .
electricity (a) received by a person (other than a licensee) is supplied by
duty in :
respect of such person to any of his employees or to any other pesson,
eneip or
supphed 1o . . . .
ccﬂi-n ~. (b) is consumed by an inter-State river valley authority by
persans. supplying it to any premises owned or controlled by i,

which is in the occupation—

(i) of any of its employees for residential purposes, or
(i1} of any other persou, or
(iti) of both,

such person or authority shall be entitled to recover an
amount, equal to the amount of the electricily duty payabie
under section 3, [rom the employee or other person to whom
such encrgy was supplied:

Provided that nathing shall be recoverable undec this
sub-seclion from an employee referred to in clause (a) or
clause (b}, if the employee has not used in any one month
more upits af energy than the units exempled, in the case
of a consumer, under clause (6) of the Second Schedule.

(2) Where an amount equal 1o the amount of the electricity duty
payable under section 3 in respecl of any energy used by an employee
is not recoverable from him by reason of (he proviso to sub-section (1),
the person (other than a licensee) or an inter-State river valley autharity,
as the case may be, supplying such energy, shall, notwithstanding anything
conlained in clause (b} or clause (c) of seclion 4, be entilled (o deduct,
the amount not 50 recoverable, from the amount of the electlricity duty
payable by him or it under section 3.

(3) The person relerred to in clause (b) of section 4 or the inter-State
river valley authority referred to in clause (c) of section 4 shall be entitled
to remission of duty payable by him ar by it in respect of the amount
which he or it has been unable to recover under sub-section {1).

‘See Toolt-note 1 on page 443, anre.




The West Bengal Duty on Inier-Stare River Valley
Aurthority Electricity Act, 1973,

VII of 1973.]

90f 1910,

45 of 1860.

{Sections 6-8.}

(4) Every authority or person referred to in this section shall, for the
purposes of determining the amount liable to he deducted under sub-
section (2) or the amount af remission of duty under sub-section (3)
maintain such records and regisiers as may be prescnbed.

6. (1) Where any consumer fails or neglects (o pay at the prescribed
time and in the prescribcd manner the amount of electricily duty duc
from him, the licensee may, without prejudice (o the rights of the Siale
Government lo receive the amount under section 9, and afier giving not
less than seven clear days' notice in wriling 1o such person, cut off the
supply of energy Lo such persen, and he may, for that purpose, exercise
the power ¢onlerred an a licensee by sub-section (1) of section 24 of
the Indian Electricity Act, 1910, for recovery of any charge or sum duc
in respect of energy supplicd by him.

(2) The licensee shall be entitled, for his cost of cotlection of the
duty, to a rebate of such perceniage as may be delermined by the Stare
Government en the amount of Lhe duly collected and paid by him under
section 4.

7. A licensee, whe is liuble to pay electricity duty under
section 4, shal!, unless he is exempt from payment of such duty under
the proviso 1o section 3, keep hooks of account in the prescribed farm
and submit to the Siate Government or 1o the prescribed officer relums
1 lhe presceibed forrn at the prescribed time, showing the unils of
energy '[and the gross charge, fuel surcharge and net charge for energy,}
supplied, received or consumed by him, as the case may be, and the
amount of the duty payabie thereon and recavered or paid by him under
section 4,

8. (1) The State Government may, by nolification in the Official
Gazerie, appoint inspecting officers to inspect books of account
required by section 7 to be kept and such officers shall perform such
duties and exercise such powers s may be prescribed for the purpose
carrying info effect the provisions of (his Act and the rules made
therevnder.

{2) Every officer appointed under this scclion shall be deemed to

be a public servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Jndian
Penal Code.

The words within the square brackels were insected by s. 5 of the West Bengal
Duty on [nter-Sinte River Valley Authority Elcelricity (Amendment) Act, 1993 (West Ben,
Acl XV1 of 1993).
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The West Bengal Dury on inter-State River Valley
Anrhority Electricity Acr, 1973,

[West Ben. Act

{Sections 9-11.)

9. Any sum due gn accounl of electricity duly if not paid at the
prescribed time and in the prescribed manner, shall be recoverable as
a public demand—

(a) inthe case of energy supplied by a licensee, at the discretion
of the Staie Government, either from the consumer, or,
subject to the proviso Lo clause (a) of section 4, {from the
licensee;

(b} in the case of other energy, from the person or inter-State
river valley authority liable to pay such duty under
clause (b) or clause () of section 4.

10. (1)‘ If a licensee fequired by section 7 to keep books of account
or to submit returns fails to keep such books in the prescribed form, or
to submit such rewrns in the prescribed form or m the prescribed timne,
such licensee shall be liable, on conviction before a Magistrate, to a fine
not exceeding one thousand rupees.

(2) If any person intentionally obswructs an inspecting officer
appointed under section 8 in the exercise of his powers and the discharge
of his functions under this Act and the rules made thereunder, he shall
be liable, on conviction before a Magistrate, to a fine not exceeding one

‘thousand rupees.

11. (1) The State Government may, subject 1o the provisions of sub-
section (3}, make rules to carry out the provisions of this Act.

(2) In panicular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing powers, such rules may provide for all or any of the {ollowing
matlers, namely:—

(a) the time and manner of payment of electricity duty under
section 4 or section 5; ’

(b) the form of the books of account 1o be kept, the times at
which, the form in which and the officer to whom, returns
required by section 7 shall be submilted;

(¢) the dutics and powers of an inspecting officer; and

(d) any oiher matter which is required to be, or may be,
prescribed.
(3} No rules shail be made under this section to effect the raies and
other incidents of the electricity duly payable under section 3.
(4) In making a rule under this section the State Government may
provide that a breach thereof shall be punishable with a fine not exceeding
one thousand rupees,



The West Bengal Duty on Inter-State River Valley
Authority Electricity Act, 1973.

VII of 1973.]

President’s
Actdof
1972.

President's
Acl Sof
971,

{Sections 12-14.—The First Schedufe.)

12.  Any duty which is payable under section 3 for the cansumption
of energy at any time during the period commencing on the st day of
February, 1958, and ending on the 31st day of March, 1970, shall be
paid to the State Government in six cqual annual instalments.

13. If any electricity duty leviable or sum recoverable under the
provisions of this Aci, has, prior to the publication of this Act, been
levied or recovered under the provisions of the Bengal Electricity Duty
Act, 1935, such duty or sum shall be deemed to have been validly levied
or recovered as if such levy or recovery were made under the provisions
of this Aect

14. (1) The West Bengal Duty on Inter-State River Valley Authority
Electricity (Re-enancting) Act, 1972, is hereby repealed.

(2) Anything done or any action taken {including any appointment
of rule made, any proceedings commenced, any penalty incurred or any
punishment awarded) under the West Bengal Duty on Inter-Stare River
Valley Auvthority Electricity Act, 1971, or under the said Act as re-
enacted by the West Bengal Duty on Inter-State River Vatley Authority
Electricity (Re-enacling) Act, 1972, shall continue (o be in force and
shall be deemed to have been done, taken, made, commenced, incurred
or awarded, as the case may be, under this AcL

THE FIRST SCHEDULE
{See section 3,)
RATES QF ELECTRICITY DUTY

PART A

[For industrial purposes]
Secrion 1

Rates in force [rom the 1st February, 1958 (o the
28th March, 1966

(1) In respect, of every premises not [(alling under article (2),—
(a) when the net charge of the licensee for the supply of energy
for the purposes of lights, or fans, or both, does not exceed
nineteen paise for each unit of energy consumed, the rates
of electricity duty shall be as follows, namely:—

'The heading to PART A was substiluled for the heading “for lights and fans™ by
s. 6{a)(s) of the West Bengal Duly en Inler-Statc River Valley Authority Eleciricity
{(Amendmenr) Acl, 1993 (West Ben. Act XV ol 1993).
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448 The West Bengal Duty on Inier-State River Valley
Authority Electricity Act, 1973,

[West Ben. Act
(The First Schedule.}

in the case of a consumer whose consumption of encrgy
% during the monih to which the calculation of eleciricity duty
relates,

{i) does not exceed filteen units—Nil,

(i) exceeds fifteen unils but does not exceed (ifty units—
three paise for each unit of energy consumed,

(iii) exceeds fifiy unils—six paise for each unit of energy
consumed,

(b) inothercases—three paise for each unit of energy cansumed.

(2} In respect of every premises where the supply of energy by a
licensee is unmetered, for—

Paise per

mensemn
Every famp of less than 30 walts 12
Every lamp of 30 watls or more but 19

less than 40 walts.

Every lamp of 40 walis or more but 25
less than 60 walls.

Every lamp of 60 walts or more but 37
not exceeding 100 wats.

And for every additional 15 walts or 6
fraclion thereof in excess of 100
walls in any lamp.

Sccrion [

Rates in force [rom the 2%th March, 1966 to the
15th November, 1967

(1) In respect of every premises nol falling under article (2),—

(a) when the net charge of the licensee for the supply of energy
for the purposes of lights, or Tans, or botk, is less than
twenty-five paise for each unit of energy consumed, the
rates of electricity duty shall be as follows, namely:—
in the case of a consumer whose consumplion of ercergy
during the month to which the calculation of duty relates,
{i)does not exceed fificen units—Nil,

(ii) excceds fifteen units but does not exceed fifly units—
three paise for cach unit of energy consumed,
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Authority Electricity Act, 1973.
VII of 1973.]
(The First Scheddile.)

(iti) exceeds fifty unils—six paise for each unit of energy
consumed,

(b) inother cases—three paise for eachunit of energy consumed.

(2) In respect of every premises where Lhe supply of energy by a
licensee is unmetered, for—
Paise per
wensemt

Every lamp of less than 30 waus 12

Every lamp of 30 watis or more but 19
less than 40 watts.

Every lamp of 40 walys or more but a5
less than 60 walts,

Every lamp of 60 waits or more but 37
not exceeding 100 warts.

And for every additional 15 watts or 6

fraction thereof in excess of 100
watls in any lamp.

Secrion [T

Rates in farce from the 16th November, 1967 ![to the
30th Scptember, 1984]

(1) In respect of every premises not falling under articte (2),—

(a) when the nel charge of the licensee for the supply of energy
for the purposes of lights, or fans, or both, is less than
\wenty-five paise for each unil of energy consumed, the
rates of electricity duty shall be as follows, namely:—
in the case of a consumer whose consumption of energy
during the month to which the calculation of duty relates,

(i) does not exceed twenty-five units—Nil,
(ii} exceeds twenty-five vnits but daes nol exceed sixty
units—three paise for each unit of energy consumed,
(iii) excecds sixty units—nine paise for each unit of energy
consumed,

(b} in othercases—three paise for each unitof energy consumed.

"The wonls, [igures and lelters within the square brackets were inseried by s. 3(1){a}
of the West Bengal Electricity Dutly (Amendment) Acl, 1984 (West Ben. Act XXX VL
of 1984).



450 The West Bengal Duty on Inter-State River Valley
Autharity Electricity Act, 1973,

[West Ben, Act
{The First Schedhle.)

(2) In respect of every premises where the supply of energy by a
licensee is unmelered, for—

Paise per
mensem
Every lamp of less than 30 watts 12
Every lamp of 30 watts or more bui 19
less than 40 watts,
Every lamp of 40 watts or more bul 25
less than 60 waltts.
Every lamp of 60 watts or mare but 37
not exceeding 100 waits. _
And for every additional 15 watts or 6

fraction thereof in excess of 100
waltls in any lamp.

Explanation.—In 1his Part, the expression “net charge of the licensee”
means the net charge which remains after deducting, from the charge
made by the licensee for the supply of energy to a consumer, any rebate
which is allowed by such lincensee for prompt payment by the consumer.

'Secrion [V

Rates in force from the 1st October, 1984
to the 31st March, 1993]

(1) In respect of every premises not falling under article (2),—

(a) when the net churge of the licensee for the supply of energy
for the purposes of lights, or fans, or both, is less than
twenty-five paise for each unit of energy consumed, the
rates of electricity duty shall be as follows, namely:—

in the case of a consumer whose consumption of energy
during (he month to which the calculation of duly relates,

(i) does nat exceed twenty-five units—Nil,

(ii) exceeds twenty-five units but does not exceed sixty
units—five paise for each unit of energy consumed,

(iil) exceeds sixty units—eleven paise for each unit of
eneray consumed,

'Sccrion 1V was inseried by s. 3(13){bYol the West Bengal Electricily Duty {Amendment)
Acl, 1984 (West Ben. Act XXXVIIL of 1984).
"The words. Nigures and letlers within the sguure brackels were inseried by s. 6(a)ii)
of the Wesl Benpal Duty on Inter-Stare River Valley Authority Electdcity (Amendment)
Acl, 1993 (West Ben. Act XVI of 1993).
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The West Bengdf Duty on Inter-Stare River Valley
Authority Electricity Act, 1973,

{The First Schedule )

(b} in other cases—five paise for each unit of energy consumed.

(2} In respect of every premises where the supply af energy by a

licensee is unmetered, for—

Paise per
mensem
Every lamp of less than 30 walls 20
Every lamp of 30 watts or more but 29
less than 40 walls.
Every lamp of 40 watls or more but 37
less than 60 watts.
Every lamp of 60 watts or more but 59
nol exceeding 100 walts.
And for every additional 15 wails or 10

[raction thereof in excess of 100

walls in any lamp.

Explanation.—In this Part, the expression “net charge of the licensee”
means the net charge which remains after deducting from the charge
made by the licensee [or the supply of energy to a consumer, any rebate
which is allowed by such lincensee for prompi payment by the consumer

and fuel surcharge.

1SecTion V

Rates in force from the 1st April, 1993

(1} Low and medium voltage energy:

Where low or medium voltage energy is consumed in any
premises in conneclion with industrial or manufacturing process
including cold storage, and consumption of energy during the
month to which the calculation of duty relates—

(i} daoes not exceed [ive hundred units

{ii) exceeds five hundred units but does
not exceed one thousand wnits

(iii) exceeds one thousand units

2.5 per centum of
net charge for
energy consumed;

5.0 per centum of
net charge for
energy consumed;

7.5 per ceniim of
net charge for
energy consumed,

Suclion ¥V was inscried by s. 6{a)(iii) of the West Bengal Duty on Inter-Stale River
Valley Authorily Eleciricity {Amendment) Act, 1993 (West Ben. Act XVI of 1993).
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452 The West Bengal Duty on Inter-Siate River Valley
Aunthority Electricity Act, 1973,

[West Ben, Act
{The First Schedule.)

(2) High voltage energy:
= (a) Except in cases falling under clavse 7.5 per cenunmt of
{b), where high voltage energy is con- nel charge for
sumed in any premises in connection  energy consumed;
with industrial or manufaciuring process
inchuding cold storape

(b) Where energy is consumud for Lthe 5.0 per centrimn of
purposes of— nel charge for
energy consumed;

{i) acoutage industry or asmall-scale
industry, by any underiaking not
being a factory as defined in the
Factories Act, 1948, or 63 of 1948,
(i1} electrolysis or heating tn electric
furnaces by any indusirial under-
taking,
and separale meters or sub-meters are installed [or indicating
the quuntity of energy so consumed.

Explanation I—In this Part, where energy is consumed in any premises
far lights and fans and for any other purposes in connection with industrial
or manufacturing process, including cold storage, electrolysis or heating
in electric furnaces, carried on therein, and the guantity of energy
consumed for lights and fans is not sepurately indicated by meters or
sub-meters, such quantily of energy consumed for lights and [ans ar for
any other purposes shall be deemed 10 have been consumed for induslrial
purposes, and, nolwithstanding anything contained in Part A or Part C,
the duty shall be payable in accordance with the rate in article (1) or
article {2), as the case may be, of this Pant.

Explanation 1l.—(a) The special rate of duty referred to in clause
{ii) of article (b} of Section II, Section Il or Section 1Y or sub-clause
(i1) of clause (b) ol arlicle {2) of Section V of this Part shall not be
admissible unless—

(i) the cost ol cnergy consumed for purposes of electrolysis
or heating in electric furnaces is twenly per cent, or more
of the total cost of manufacture by electrolysis or heating
in electric furnaces, and

(i) separote baoks of account are maintained showing separately
Lthe details of the cost of energy consumed for purposes of
electrolysis or heating in clectric furnaces and the tolal
cost of manufacture by electrolysis or heating in electric
fumaces.
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VII of 1973.1
{The Firsr Schedule.)

(b} An industrial undertaking claiming the benefits of the special
“  rate of duty mentigned in clause (a) of this Explanation shall make an
application in writing Lo an officer specially appointed in this behalf by
the State Government by nolification in the Official (GFazette and thereupon
such officer shall, after giving the applicant an opportunity of being
heard and after making such enquiry (if any) as he may think fit, make

an order,— )

(i) if he is satisfied that the requirements of this Act and the
rules made thereunder have been complied with, allowing
the application, or

(ii) if he is not so satisfied, rejecting the application, and such
order shall, subject to the provisions of clause {c), be
final.

(c} The State Government may, on applicalion or of its own motion,
revise any order made under clause (b).

PART B

'[For lights, fans and all oiher purposes except
the purrposes referved 1o in Part A]

SecTion ]

Rates in force from the 1st February, 1958 to the
30th April, 1963

(a)} For every three units ol energy or fraction thereof consumed—

(i} by any undertaking which is a collage industry or a small-
63 of 1948, scale industry and which is not a factery under the Factories
Act, 1948, or '

(1) by any industrial undertaking for electrolytic process or
eleclric furnace subject o the condition thal the inspecting
officer appointed under sub-section (1) of section 8 is satisfied
that the cost of the energy consumed is not less than 20 per
cent. of the tetal cost of manufacture incurred by such
industrial undertaking;

where separate melers or sub-meters are installed for indicating such
consumption separately—one paisa.

(b} For every unit of energy or fraction thereof in cases not falling
under clause (a)—one paisa.

'The *heading’ ta Part B was substituted Tor the heading “For any other purpose™ by
s. 6(h)(i) of the West Benpal Duty on [nter-Siate River Valley Aulhority Eleciricily

(Amendment) Aet, £993 (West Ben. Act XVI ol 1993).




454 The Wesr Bengal Duty on {nter-State River Valley
Authoriry Electricity Act, 1973,

[West Ben. Act
{The First Schedule.)

Secmion 11

Rates in force [rom the 1st May, 1963 ta the
15th November, 1967

(2) Except in cases falling under article (b) or article {c), whese
energy is consumed in any premises—

(i) otherwise than in connection with any industrial or
manufacturing process, for every unir of energy or fraction
thereof s¢ consumed—one paisa.

(ii) in cannection with any industrial or manufacturing process,
for every two units of energy or fraction thereof 50 COn-
sumed—three paise.

(b) For every three units of energy or fraction thereof consumed for
purposes of—

(i) a cottage industry or a small-scale industry, by any under-
laking not being a factory as defined in the Faclories Acl, 63 of 1948.
1948, or

(i} elecirolysis or healing in electric furnaces, by any industrial
undenaking,

where separate meters or sub-meters are inslalled for indicating the
quantity of energy so consumed—one paisa.

(c) Torenergy consumed in any premises for lights, or faas, ar bath,
and for any other purpose in connection with any indusirial or
manufacturing process carried on therein, in cases where the quantity
of energy consumed for lights or fans is not separetely indicated by the
installation of separate meters or sub-meters or otherwvise,—

Lthe respective rates specified under article (a) or (b), and,
excepl in the case of premises occupied by a cottage industry
or a small-scale industry referred 10 in clause (i) of article
(b), a surcharge of ten per cent. of the duty payable for the
ta1al quantity of energy consumed in accordance with such
rates.

Section 1T

Rates in force from the 16th November, 1967
'[to the 3Dth September, 1984]

(a) Except in cases falling under article (b) or article {c), where
energy is consumed in any premises,—

(i) otherwise than in connection with any industrial or
manufacturing process, for every unit of erergy or fraction
thereof so consumed-—7[six paise],

(it} in connection with any industrial or manufacturing process,
for every two units of energy or fraction thereof so
consumed—three paise.

'Words, figures and letters wilthin the square brackets were inserted by 5. 3(2)(a) of
the West Bengal Electricity Duty (Amendment) Act, 1984 (West Ben, Acl XXXVIII of
1984).

*The words within the square brickels were substituied for the words “three paise™ by
5. 3(a) al the West Bengal Electricity Duly (Amendment) Act, 1974 {West Ben. Act XXVLH
of 1974).
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(b) For every three units of energy or fraction thereof consumed for
purposes of—

(i} a colla'ge industry or a small-scale industry, by any
undertaking not being a factory as defined in the Factories
Act, 1948, or

(ii) electrolysis or healing in eleciric furnaces, by any industrial
undertaking;

where separate meters or sub-meters are installed for indicating the
quantity of energy so consumed—one paisa.

{c) Forenergy consumed in any premises for lights, or fans, or both,
and for any other purpose in connection with any industrial or
manufacluring process carried on therein, in cases where the quantity
of energy consumed for lights or fans is not separarely indicated by the
installation of separmile meters or sub-melers or otherwise,~—-

the respective rates specified under ariicle {a} or (b), and, except
in the casc of premises occupied by a cotlage industry or a smali-
scale industry referred 1o in clause (1) of amicle (b), a surcharge
of '[twenty per cent.] of the duty payable for the total quantity
of energy consumed in accordance with such rates,

Explanation.—(a) The special rate of duty referred to in clause (ii)
of article (b) in Section 11 or Section I11 ol this Part shall not be admissible
unless—

(i) the cost of energy consumed for purposes of electrolysis or
heating in electric furnaces is twenty per cenf. or more of
the iolal cost of manufacture by electrolysis or heating in
electric fumnaces, and

{ii) separate books of account are maintained showing separately
the details of the cost of energy consumed for purposes of
electrolysis or heating in eleciric furnaces and the total
cost of manufacrure by electrolysis or heating in electric
furnaces.

{b) An industrial undenaking claiming the benefils of the special
rate of duty referred 1o In clause {ii) of article (b} in Section II or
Section IIT of this Part shall make an application in writing 0 an
officer specially appointed in this behalf by the State Government by
notification in the Official Gazerte and thereupon such officer shall,
after giving the applicant an opporiunity of being heard and after
making such enquiry (if any) as he may think fit, make an order,—

(i) if he is satisfied Lhat the requirements of this Act and the
rules made thereunder have been complied with, allowing
the application, or :

(i) if he is not so satisfied, rejecting the application, and such
order shall, subject 10 the provisions of clause (¢), be final.

'The words wilhin Ihe square brackets were subslituled far the words “len per cent.™
by 5. 3{b), of the West Bengal Eleciricily Duly (Amendment) Act, 1974 (West Ben. Act
XXV of 1974).
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(c) The State Government may, on application or of its own motion,
revise any order made under clause (b).

ISecTioN 1V

Rates in force frem the 1st October, 1984 *[to the
31st March, 1993]

(a} Except in cases falling under anicle (b) or anticle (c), where
energy is consumed in any premises,—

(i} otherwise than in connection with any industrial or
manufacluring process, for every unit of energy or fraction
thereof 50 consumed—eight paise,

(ii) in connection with any industrial of manufacturing process,
for every two units of energy or (raction thereaf so
consumed-—seven paise.

(b) For every three units of energy or fraction thereof consumed for
purposes of—

(i) a cottage industry or a small-scale industry, by any
undertaking no! being a factory as defined in the Factories
Act, 1948, or

(ii) electrolysis or heating in electric furnaces, by any industrial
undertaking,

where separate meters or Sub-meters are installed for indicating the
quantity of energy so consumed-—seven paise.

(¢} Forenergy consumed in any premises for lights, or fans, or both,
and for any other purpose in conpection with any industrial or
manufacluring process carried on therein, in cases where the quantity
of energy consumed for lights or Fans is not separately indicated by the
installation of separate meters or sub-meters or othenwvise,—

the respective rates specified under article (a) or (b), and, except
in the case of premises occupied by a cottage industry or a small-
scale industry referred to in clause (i) of anicle (b), a surcharge
of wwenty per cent. of the duty payable for the total quantity of
energy consumed in accordance with such rales.
Explanation.—(s) The specinl rate of duty referred to in clause (ii)
of article (b} in Section I or Section T or Sectien IV of this Part shafl
not be admissible unless— '
{t} the cost of energy consumed for purposes of electrolysis or
heating in clectric furnaces is twenty per cenf. or more of
the total cost of manufaclure by electrolysis or heating in
eleciric furnaces, and

1Scetinn TV was inseried by s. 3(2)(B) of the West Bengal Electrieily Duty (Amendment)
Act, 1984 {West Ben, Acl XXXVII of 1984).
“The words, lipures and leiters within the square brackets were inseeled by s. 6(b)(ii}
of the West Bengal Duty on Inter-Stare River Valley Awthority Elecliricily (Amendment)
Acl, 1993 (West Ben, Act XV ol 1993).

...........

43 of 1948,
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(ii) separate books of account are maintained showing scparately
the details of the cost of cnergy consumed for purposes of
electrolysis or heating in eleciric furnaces and the total
cost of manufaclure by electrolysis or heating in electric
furnaces.

(b} An industrial undertaking claiming the benefils of the special
rate of duly referred lo in clause (ii) of article (b) in Section I or
Section Il or Section IV of this Part shall make an application in writing
to an officer specially appointed in this behalf by the Stale Government
by notification in the Official Gazette and thereupon such officer shall,
after giving the applicant an opportunity of being heard and after
making such enquiry (if any) as he may thirk fit, make an order,—

(i) if he is satisfied that the reguircmenis of this Act and the
rules made thereunder have been complied with, allowing
the application, or

(i) if he is not so satsfied, rejecting the applicalion, and

such order shall, subject to the provisiens of clause (c), be
fnal.

{c) The State Government may. on applicalion or of its own motion,
revise any order made under clause (b).

'SicrioNn 'V

Rates in force from the 1st April, 1993

(1) Low and medium voltage energy:

Where low or medium voltage energy is supplied for lighls, fans
and all other purposes, except the purposes in connection with
industrial or manufucturing process referred 19 in arlicle (1) of
Section V of Part A, in any premises, and—-

(a) where low or medium veoltage energy supplied for
commercial purposes to a consumer whose consutption of
such energy during the month o which the calculation of
duty relates—

(i} does not exceed twenty-five units nil;
(ii) exceeds wwenly-five units but 2.5 per centum of
does not exceed sixly units net charge for
energy consumed;
(iii) exceeds sixty units bul does not 5.0 per centin of
exceed one hundred uvnils net charge for
energy consumed;

Beciion V was inseried by 5. 6{b)(i11) of thc West Bengal Duty on Inler-State River
Valley Authority Electncity (Amendment) Aci, 1993 (West Ben. Act XVI of 1993),
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(iv) exceeds one hundred units but 7.5 per centiun of
does not exceed onc hundred and net charge for
fifty units energy consumed;

(v) exceeds one hundred and fifty 10.0 per centum
units but does not exceeds five  of net charge for

hundred units energy consumed;

(vi) exceeds five hundred units 12.5 per centum
of net charge for

energy consumed;

(b) where low or medium vollage energy supplied for any
purposes, other than the commercial purposes referred to in
clause (a), to a consumer whosc consumplion of such energy
during the month to which the calculation of duty relates—

(1) does not exceed twenty-five units nil;

{ii) exceeds twenty-five units but 2.5 per centum of
does not exceed sixty umits net charge for
energy consumed;

(iii} exceeds sixty units but does not 5.0 per cennem of

exceed one hundred units net charge for
enerpy consumed;
(iv} exceeds one hundred units 7.5 per centum of

net charge for
energy consumed.

(2) High voltage energy:

Where high voltage energy is supplied for perpaoses, other than

the purposes in connection with industrial or manufacturing

process referred 10 in article (2) of Section V of Part A, in any

premises, and—

(a) where rate is charged for high voltage 12.5 per centum
energy for commercial purposes (o of net charge for
a consumer energy consumed;

(b) where rate is charged for high voltage 100 per centum
energy for purpases, other than the of nel charge for
commercial purposes referred 1o in enerpy consumed.
clause (a), o a consumer
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(3) In respect of all premises where the supply of energy by a
*  licensee is unmetered for—
Paise per month

every lamp of less than 30 watts 20;

every lamp of 30 watls or more but less 20:
than 40 walts

every lamp of 40 watts or more but less 37
than 60 watis

every lamp of 60 watls or more but not 50; and
exceeding 100 walls

for every additional I5 watts or fraction 10.
thereof in excess of 100 waus in any lamp

Explanation.—For 1be purposes of Section V of Part A and of Part
B of this Schedule,—

(i) the expressian “low or medium vollage energy'’ means any
energy supplied, the voltage of which does not exceed 650
volts under normal conditions, subject to the percentage
variaticn allowed under the Indian Electricity Rules, 1956;

(ii) the expression “high voltage epergy” means any energy
supplied, the voliage of which exceeds 650 volts nnder
normal conditions, subject to the percentage variation allowed
under the Indian Electricity Rules, 1956.

THE SECOND SCHEDULE
(See proviso to section 3.)

Exemptions

(1Y Any Government, save in respect of premises used far residential
purposes;

(2) a milway administration, save in respect of premises used for
residential purposes;

(3) an inter-State river valley authority, save in respect of premises
used for residential purposes;

(4} alocal authority, save in respect of premises used for residential
purposes;
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(5) a hospital or dispensary which is not maintained for privale
gain;
(6) any consumer using in any cnc month not more than—

(a)} fifteen units of energy, during the period prior 10 the 161h
. November, 1967, or

(b} twenty-five units of energy, during the period commencing
with the 161th November, 1967;

{7} any consumer, being a Jandlord, or other person who supplies
energy 1o one-roomed or two-roomed shops or lenements in any one
building, in respect of the energy supplied lo any such shop or tenement
in which have been vsed in any one month not more than—

(a) fificen unils of energy, during the period prior to the 16th
Novermber, 1967, ar

(b) twenty-five units af energy, during the period commencing
with the 16th November, [967;

1(8) a newly set up industrial unit, save in respect of premises used
for residential purposes, for a period of five years from the date of its
first commercial production.

Explanation.—(1) For the purposes of exemption (6) in the premises
referred Lo 2[in article (3) of Section V of Part B] of the First Schedule
every 10 watls shall be deemed 1o consume one and a half urils in @
month.

(2) For the purposes of exemption (7)., whether more than fifteen
units, or, as the case may be, twenty-five units, of energy have been used
in any one month in any shop or tenement for which there is no meter
or sub-meter shall be delermined by dividing the total number of units
suplied during that month to such shops or tenements in the building by
the number of such shops or ienements therein.

¥3) For the purposes of cxemplion (8), a sick industrial unit or a
closed industrial unit, afier being rehabilitated or revived, shall be deemed
to be a newly set up industrial unit.

'Excmption (8) was inseried by s, 5(a) of the West Bengal Finance Act. 2000 {(West
Ben. Act 1U of 2000), wel. 1.4,1993.

*The words, Ligure, letlers and bruckels within the sguare brackels were substituted
for the words, figure and brackets “in adicle (2)" by s. 7 of the West Bengal Duly on
Inier-State River Valley Authorly Eleciricity (Amendment)} Act, 1993 {Wesi Ben. Act XVI
ol 1993},

*Clause (3 was inseried by s. 5(b) of the Wesl Bengal Finance Acy, 2000 (Wesi Ben.
Act Il of 2000), w.e.f. 1.4.1993,






