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West Bengal Act XXXVII of 1973 

THE WEST BENGAL VACCINATION ACT, 1973. 

At1 Acr to rlrnke ~~r~ccit~oriori atd re-aflccination corr~prrlsory for  he 
prrrpose oferudilicrrrirrg srrroll-pu.r i r ~  IVesr Berrgal. 

WHERF,\S i t  is expedient lo make vaccination and re-vnccinatian 
compulsory for t h ~  purpose of eradicating small-pox in Wesr Bengul; 

It is hereby enactcd in the Twen~y-fourth Year of h e  Republic of India, 
by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:- 

1. (1) This Act may bc called [he Wesr Bengal Vaccinnrion Acr, s h ~ l  lillc, 

1973. cxicnt and 
coIiimcncc- 
rncnl. 

(2) It extends to rhe whole of Wes~ Bengal. 

(3) It shaIl come into forceon such datc as thc Stale Government may, 
by no~ification, appoinr. 

2. In this Act, unless [here is anything repugnanl in the subject or Dcfiniiions. 

con text,-- 

(a) "child" means a boy or girl who has not a~ruined thc age of 
eightccn years; 

(b) "es~ablishment" has thc same meaning as in the West Bengal 
Shops and Eslablishmenu Acr, 1963; 

(c) "faclory" has the same meaning as in the Factories Act, 1 948; 

(d) "guardian" means m y  person to whom the care, nurlure or 
custody of any child Fdls cither by Inw or by natural right or 
recognized usage ar who has accepted or assumed thc care, 
nuflure or cusiody of any child or to whom the care, nurture 
or custody of any child has been entrusled by any lurvful 
authority; 

(e) "medical pmcrilionef' means a person registered in the 
medical rcgisrer of the State or West Bcngal meant for 
registr~tionolpersons praclising themodcrn scientific syslem 
of medicine: 



( f )  "notification" means a no~ification published in the Oflcial 
Guzene ; 

[West Bcn. Act 

1 , : : 
- .- . . 

(g) "person" means a nlale or remale who has attained the age of 
eigh~een years; 

(h) "prescribed" means prescribed by mlcs made under this Act; 

(i) "Superintcndenl of Voccinn~ion" means an officer of  h e  
Stale Governmenl or a local authority having prcscribed 
qualificntions appoinred as such by the St11e Government by 
nolificntion for any area LO be specified 'n the notifica~ion, 
and different officersmay be appointed iordifferen~ areas;- 

0) "unproleclcd child" means n child who has not- 

li) bccn successfully vaccina~ed or re-vaccinated wilhin a 
periad of  three years imrnediatcly before the coming 
into force of Illis Act; or 

(ii) been czrdfied under this Act to be insusceprihle LO 

vaccination; 

(k) "unprotec~rd person" means a person who has not- 

[i) been success~ully vaccinated or re-vaccinated within a 
period af three: ycars immediately before thc coming 
into farce of ihis Act; or 

(ii) becn cenilicd under [his Act ro be insusceptible to 
vaccination; 

(I) "vaccinator" means any person employed or aulharised by 
lhc S m e  Government or a local rrulhority ro acl as vaccimlor 
and includes a medical pnctitioner; 

(m) "vaccinating cen~rc" means u placc where vnccinalior~ is 
performed. 

Uu~ics or 3. (1) The guardian of an unprotected child below six months of  age 
plrcnls or 
guardians 

shall have such child vaccinated before the child ~ a c h c s  that sgc zll a 
j n  vaccination cenlre within rhe prcscribed hours or by a v;lccin;ltor. 
vacdinalion 
olchildrcn. (2) Thc guardian of an unprotected child, who is above six months of 

age and is a rcsiden t in thc Stale of West Bengal, shal I, within one month 
d t e r  [his Act comes into force, gel the child vaccinated. 

(3) The guardian oTn child who has bccn brought within (he Srare of 
West Bcngal rvjlhout acer1iiir;lte of successrul vaccinnlion orre-vnccinntion 
performed wilhin a period of three ycars prior to  he dare of entry shall, 
within seven days from h e  dalc of such cntry. gel the child vaccinated or 
rc-vaccinaled, as the case may be. 
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4. (1) An unprotected person who is a residcn~ in the Sratc of West 
' 

Bcngnl shall, wilhin one rnonlh alicr this Act comcs inlo rorce, ger 
himself vaccinated. 

(2) Any person who has enlered the Swre of West Bengal without a 
certificarc of successful vaccinalion or re-vaccina~ion performed w i ~ h i n  a 
period oflhree years prior lo [hedale of enlry shall, williin seven days from 
~ h c  dalc of such entry, gel himsel f vaccinated or re-vaccinu~ed, 3s thc casc 
may be. 

5. A vaccina~or to whom any unprolected child is brought ar any 
unprorec~ed personco~nes for vaccinat ion shal I wi tli all reasonahlcdcspntch 
vacciniltc child or such person. 

6. After a chi Id or person has bccn vaccinated in nccordancc with [he 
provisions of rhe Acr, rhc vaccina~or shall dirzcr the guardian of llle child 
or the person ro artend on such date, not exceeding ten days. and a1 such 
time and placerrs may bcspccificd by him forthc purposcorinspecring and 
ascenaining the result of vaccinalion. 

7. (1) Tf the vzlccinaor finds on inspcction rhnl thc vnccinnlion has 
been succrssful, be sliall give rr certi ficale ofsuccessful vaccination in t hc 
prescribed form. 

(2) If  thevaccinator findshalthc vnccinarion is unsuccessrul. heshall 
direcl [he guardian of the child or the person lo have a re-vaccina~ion t r ~  bc 
performed by the vaccinator and such re-vaccination shall bc inspcclcd 
and nfer  inspeclion shall be dealt with as in respec1 oF the previous 
occasion. 

8. ( 1 )  If~heSuperinl~ndcnto~Vnc~inu~ionissu~is[icJtha~achiIdor 
a person wilhi~l hisjurisdiclion h a  been thrice unsuccessfully vaccinurcd, 
he shall deliver to lhc guardian of the child or lhe pcrson. as the case rnny 
be, a cerlificate in  rhe prescnbcd Corm and lhc child orthc pcrson shall not 
be required lo be vuccinalrd {vilhin lwelve n?onihs of the lasl unsuccessful 
vaccination. 

Unproicctcd 
pcrson 10 gc1 
I~i~nsclf 
u;!rcinarcd. 

t\llcndancu 
Tor 
aqccrtaining 
wsulls or 
vaccinx1i1>11, 

(2) Ifafterrwelvemonths thcchildorthcpcrsoniszlgain found robe 
insusccpti ble of successful vaccinn~ion on thrrr: succrssivz opera~ions, a 
cenificale ro diar effecl shall be given in rhe prescribed film lo the 
guardian or the cllild or [he person and thc child nr [he pcrson shall not be 
required to be vaccinated again. 



Compulsory 
rc-ygcci- 
nation. 

Rc-vacci- 
nation in rhe 
cvcnl o l  
oulbwuk o f  
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Dulirs and 
lunclions of 
Superin~cn- 
dcnt of 
Vaccination 
and aiicr 
officers. 

I 

Tlrc \ e s r  Berrgal Vucci~~ation Act, 1973. 1 
[West Ben. Act 

9. ( 1 )  Within three moahs of [he conipIetion of a period or  three 
years from the daeofsuccessful primary vaccination evcry child or penon 
shall be laken or shnll submit himsclf, as [he case may be, to a vaccinator 
or a vaccinating cenlre Tor thc purposc of re-vaccination in \he prescribed 
manner. 

(2) Every child or person shdl bc taken or shall submil himself, as the 
crrse may be. lo a vacciuator or a vaccinating cenlrc lo be re-vaccinated at 
intervals of ten years following re-vaccination under sub-secrion ( I] and 
the provisions a€  S C C I ~ O ~ S  6 and 7 shall thereupon apply. 

f 0. (1) Nolwithslanding anyrhing contained in sections 8 and 9, [he 
Superinrendent of Vuccination may, in Ihc even1 of a n  outbreak or 
threatencd outbreak of small-pox, direcl any child or person within his 
jurisdicrion ro be Forrhwith vaccinnlcd or re-vnccina~ed, as ~ h c  case may 
be. 

(2) For the purpose of vaccination and re-vaccinalion under sub- 
section (1) the Superinlendenl of Vaccinurion lnny uke the assistance of 
policc. if necess.my. 

11. ( I )  The Superintenden t of Vacci nation shall slscenain whether all 
children and persons within his jurisdiction have successfully undergone 
vaccina~ion or re-vaccinalion ns required under this Act and if hc has 
reason !a belive thar ~ h c  guardian of any child or any person has Failed to 
perform his duly imposed undcrrhis Acl, ~hesuperin~endent ofvaccinalion 
shall serve or cause lo be served on the guardian of [he child or the pcaon 
concerned a not ice requiring the child or Ihe person 10 be vaccinated or re- 
vaccinated within a period of fifleen days from the date of service of the 
notice or presenlcd for inspecdon at such lime and place to he specified in 
the nolice: 

Provided lhar if [he Superintendent of Vaccina~ion has r e a m  lo 
bclieve lhal lhcrc is wilbin his  jurisdic~ian an unprorec~ed child or person 
residing in a birsree or slaying in any rype of  sheller and having no fixed 
place of residence. he shalt take immediate steps for vaccination or re- 
vaccination of such child or person with rhc assislance OF police. ii 
necessary. 

(2) The Superinlendenl of Vaccinarioo shall discharge such other 
du~ ies  and perform such other functions as may be prescribed. 

(3) The Stale Govcrnmenl may appoint such number of Assislan~ 
Superinrendents of Vaccination and Inspecrors of Vaccinalion as d ~ e  Slote 
Government may think f i t .  

(4) Thc Assistant Superintendent of Vaccinalion and Inspectors of 
Vaccination shnll perform such funclians as may be assigncd to them by 
the Superin~endent of Vaccinarion. 
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12. ( 1 )  Thc Supcrintcndcnt of cvery hospital, Medical Officer in  Vaccinalion 
ill hospital, , .- . . . ' chargc or cvcry hcallh cenue, mnrcrnity ccritrc or any orher medical 

insliturion, or the medical authority orevery nursing homc- CCIIITC, ctc. 

(a) shall cause any child born [herein 10 be vaccina~ed within 
three days fronl the date of birth or before the date of 
discharge whichcvcr is earlier unless the Superintendent, 
Medical Officer or the medical authority is of opinion that hc 
child is not in a f i ~  slale of health to be vaccinated; 

[b) shall cause every par im admilted lherein lo be vaccinaled or 
re-vaccinated unless such patient has been vaccinated or 
rc-vnccinn~ed as requircd under this Act. 

(2) Any medical practitioner attending a fcmale during confinement 
shall after the birih of a chi td infarni the Superintendent of Vaccination 
having jurisdiction of such birth and the Superintendent or Vaccinalion 
shall lakc srcps for ~ h c  vaccination of the child wirhin a period of seven 
days from the receipr of such information. 

(3) The Superintendent of every hospital, Medical Officer in charge 
olcvery healrh ccntrc, matcrnily cenrre or any other medical inslitution or 
[he medical aulhorily of every nursing homc shall mainrain such records 
and rcgistcrs as may bc prescribcd. 

13. No personshall, wi[houtavalidvaccina~ioncenificate, be permitled Entry inlo 

to eacr  [he premises or any inlcc[ious diseilres hospilvl or to enrer any :FLzs 
ward of a hospital, where persons arrackcd with small-pox are admiued. hospilal. 

14. 11 shall be the duty of every owner or occupier or n house, hut, D U I ~  of 

tenement or b~islee to see that any person coming to lhe house, hut, uW"fo' 
occupier. 

~cncmcnrorbrrstee as a gucsr or otherwise oruny person employed therein 
as an mendant or a servant, whelher on a part-time or full-time bxqis, has 
been vaccinaled or re-vaccinated, as the case may bc. 

15. Every owner or occupier of a house, hut, lenement, brrstee. boat, Inspection 

vcsscl, or public vchiclc shall allow the Superintendent of Vaccination and 
dcrcclion of 

having jurisdicrion or any person duly aurhoriscd by him in writing to have 
access hereto aftergivingsuch noriceas may be prescnhd forthc purposc child or 

of ascerraining wherher the inmates or passengers are vaccinated or re- Fnnn. 

vaccinated. 

16. The Slate Government may, if il thinks ncccssnry so to do in ordcr Rch(ricricln 
ro prevent rhe spread of small-pox, direcl, by norilicalion, thal for a period oncniry. 

ro bc specified in the notification no child shall be brought within 1heSlale 
01 Wea Rengal withaur a ccrlificale of successful vaccination or re- 
vaccina~ion perfanned within a period of three years prior to the date O F  
enrry. 
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Reslricrion 17. Nochild or person shall bc admi~tcd to any educa!ional insriturion 
on a e i -  
ssion in in West BengnI and no person shall beemployed in nnyo~fice,esrablishment, 
cducahollnl educ~~iona l  insritutio:~ or faclory, in West Rengal no1 being an office. 
inslilulions. 

esiablishrnenr, educational instituiion or a factory of or under (he conrrol 
of rhc Cenlrnl Government without n cerlihcute of successful vnccina[ion 
or re-vaccination pcrformed tvilhin a period or three years prior to Ihc dale 
of admission or ernploymeot. 

DUTY or 18. 11 shall be the diuy of every policc-officer in charge or police- 
police- 
orficcr, slation to inform thc Superirucrident of Vnccinarion having jurisdicdon of 

lhe existence of any unpro~ccled cllild or person wirllin lhe jurisdiclion of 
the policc-slalion when iniorma~ion of Ihe existence of such child or 
pcrson is giver1 to him by any pcrson and [a render all assistance 10 thc 
Supcrinlendznl to perform his rudclions under Ihis Act. 

Vaccination 19, No fee or remuneration shall be charged for any vaccinntionor rc- 
kc. 

vaccination performed by n vaccinator o ~ h e r  rhan a medical praclitioner or 
for any cenilicate givcn under this Act at a vaccination centre. 

R n ~ l t y  for 20 If an unprotected child who has attained tllc age of six monrlls 
no1 
vaccinatinE. afier ~ h c  cornrnencemenl of this Acl rcmains unvaccina~ed,  he guardian 
n cliild of the child shall be punishable wilh linc which may ex~cnd to firty 
within ~ h c  
ngc or \ ix  mp'eS- 
Inonl hs. 

Othcr 21. Any guardian OF an unprotected child or any unprotec~cd persou 
pcnallics. 

who contrlvenes the provisions of scc~ion 3. seclion 4, sec~ion 6. sub- 
section (2) ofsecdon 9 nnd su b-scctiou ( 1 )  ofseclion 1 I and any vaccina1r)r 
who ncglects or refuses to issue any prescribed cerdficn~e ul~dcr this ACI 
shall bc punisl~ablc with fine wliicli may exlend to kihy rupees. 

Pcndly (or 22. Whoever wilhlly signs or procures the signing or making ii Fdse 
F~lse 
ccdific;,tc, cerli ficatz or duplicate cerlificale under this Aci shal I be punishable wiih 

imprisonment For a tcrnl no1 cxcceding one ~nonlh or with fine not 
exceeding one hundred fupees or wiih  boil^. 

P L V K I I ~ ~  for 23. If any vaccinator olhrr rllal~ o inedical pmc~ilioner accepts or 
acccpliny 
i llcgnl agrees lo accepr or atieinph to accept wy fec nr remuncrnlion, hc shall be 
t punisl~nblc wid1 imprisor~rnrnl which nwy e x ~ m d  10 rwo yclrrs or wirh fine 
tian. which inay cxtend lo one rl~ouswd rupccs or with bolll. 
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24. IF the owner or  occupicr of a house, hut, lcnemcnt or  Pcmlly ! . :. 
no1 , . 

,:, brutee neglccls or fails to perfom the duly imposed on him under Fdorming .. . 

section 14, he shnll be punishable with fine which may exlend lo fifly lhCdu'y 
imposud 

rupees. undcr 
secrion 14. 

25. If the owner or occupier of a bouse, hut, tenement, brrsltlr., boa[, Pcn;dly for 

vessel or public vchiclc reluscs ihe Supcrintcndcn~ of Vaccinalian or ihe ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s s -  

pcrson duly authorised by him to have access thcrcro for thc purpose of 
scction 15 without reasonable cause, he shnll be punishable with 

, . .  

imprisonment which may extend lo w o  years or with fine which may 
extend lo one thousand rupees or with both. 

26. Whoevcr conrravenes [he provisions or section 17 shall be PcnaIry for 
contmvcn- punishable with fine which may extend to fifty rupees. 
lion or 
scc~ion 17. 

27. (1) All offences under this Act shall be cognizable and bailable Trial of 

and, subjecr to [he provisions of any law for lhe time being in force for the Orfc"Cs. 

trial of ofcnces, such offences may be rried by a Magiskale no1 below lhe 
rank of the firs1 class. 

(2) When any person or the guardian of any chi Id has been convic~ed 
by a Magishate for not being, or for no1 getting such chiId. vaccinaled 
or re-vaccinated, the Magistrate shall make an order directing 
inlmedia~e vaccination or re-vaccination of such person or child, as the 
case may be. 

28. In any prosecution under this Act for the negligence of a guardian Proswulion 
to gel a child vaccinated or for the negligence of a person 10 get himsel F for 

ncgli,yncc. 
vaccinated. i~ shall not be ncccssary in support of  such prosecudon to 
prove that the guardian or [he person, as the case may be, received nolice 
from [he Superinrendent 01 Vaccination or  any other officer of the 
requirement of law in \his respect. If [he guardian or lIie person produces 
acertificateof successful vnccinalion lhe same shall beasufficient defence 
for him. 

29. If any cerrificnrc issued under this Acr is losl, desuoyed or 1ssuroT 
duplicate 

deF~ced, u duplicate cenificare may be issued on applicalion in  [he cerlibLdlc, 

prescribed manner from h e  person concerned. 
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Potrrr 10 30. (1) The Stale Govcmment may make rules lo carry our the 
makc rules. purposes of this Acr. 

9: 

(2) Tn paniculsand wirhou~ prejudice lo rhc generality ohhe roregoing 
powcr, such rules may provide for all or any of  he lollowing malters, 
namely:- 

(a) the form OF the ceniiicale of vaccination; 

(b) the issue oC it duplicalc certificate; , . 

(c) [heduties and funclions ofthe SupcrintendzntofVaccinarion; 
- - .  

- .  

(d) any o~her rnarler that may be or is required lo be prescribed. 
, . 

31. The Bengnl Vaccinarion Ac[, 1880, is hcreby repealed. Bcn.Ac lV  ! 
uT 1880. , . 




