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0 
West Bengal Act IV of 1976' 

THE GANGASAGAR MELA ACT, 1976. 

I: AMENDED . . . . Wcsl Bcn. Act I or  1984. 

At1 Acr ro pruvid~.jol-~lrr. rakirrg of tt~ccrsrrrcs wirh a vic\v lo sufcgitardirzg 
rile I~ealrll, s~fcry utid~~~'~nr~'~f~f~~'yilgr~t~r~ar~errrlirrg the Gnrrgosagnr 
Mclo. 

WI~EREAS it is expedient in [he public inleresl to provide for rhe raking 
of measures with a view to safeguarding the heallh, salery and welfare of  
the pilgrims attending the Gnngusagnr Mela and Tor mnttcrs conncctcd 
thcrewilh or incidenial ~herero: 

I t  is hereby enacred in the Twenty-seventh Year OF the Republic of 
India, by the Legisla~urt: of West Bengal, as rol1ows:- 

1. This Act may be called the Gangasagar Mela Act, 1976, 

2. In lhis Acl, unless [he conlexr orhenvisc rcquircs,- 
(a) "Gangasagar Mela" means [he fair held nl lhe Sagar Islands 

in the district of 24-Parganas on the occasion of the Polrs 
Sunkranti every year; 

(b) "noiified area" means the area declared as such by norificn- 
lion under sub-section (1) of section 3. 

3. (1)  IT ~ h c  Statc Govcmrncnl i s  satisfied that as a resul~  of h e  
influx or loo many pilgrims at a timc ill the Sagzlr Islands on the occasion 
of the Gangasagar Mela [he hcalth, safcty and wclfiire of these pilgrims 
are likely to be endangered lhc Stare Govcrnmcnt may, by norification 
in h e  Oficiril Gu~urre, declare lhal [Kc wholc or any purlion of the area 
within the Sagar lslands shall be a ~a l i l i zd  m a .  

(2) Upon the publication of a notifica~ion under sub-srclion (1) i r  
shall be competent For [he Srare Government to lake such measures for 
safeguarding the hcalth, rifely and  welfare of the pilgrims as rhc 
S1a1e Government Ihinks necessary. 

(3) The dctails o i  the measures lo be taken under sub-srcrion (2) 
and [he manner in which thcy shall be executed shall be laid down by 
[he Slate Government by rules made in this behdf. 

(4) An order madc under sub-section ( L )  shall remain in force for 
such period as may bc specified in the notification. 

Shon titlc. 

Ddinirinns. 

Po\vcr or 
thc Si;~lc 
Govcnir~ic~lt 
un Ihc 
occasiun or 
tI1c 
G:lng;!s;~par 
Mel;~. 

'For Starcmclit or  Objccls and Kcasons. W E  IIIC Cblc~tltu GU;CIIE, Ertrunrdir~ury, 
Par1 IV of thc 25111 F c b r u q ,  1976, pagcs 1021-1023; lor proceedings oftlic W c s ~  Bcngnl 
Lcgislarive As~ernbly. see Ihc p r ~ c c d i n g s  or thc ~ncciing of that Assembly hcld on thc 
5th Mnrch. 1476. 



Rcpcal or 
Wesl Bcn. 
Act I V  of 
1953. 

Powcr to 
mnkc mlcs. 

K c p I  and 
sav1np.c. 

[West Bcn. Act IV or 1976.1 

4. (1) The State Governtnenl may imposc such fee not exceeding 
'[rupces ten] per hcad per year, as may be determined by the Slatc 
Governmzui by not i Fication, upon every pilgrim visiling the Gangasngar 
Mela: 

Provided that no such fcc shall be imposcd upor] Gavcmment serums 
on duty. children under the age of lwelve years, sadhus. sannyasis, beggars 
and such orhcr persons including members of organisalions as may be 
specified by the Slale Governmen1 by nolificaiion issued in this behalf. 

(2) Thc fee imposed under sub-scc~ion (1) shall be realised in such 
manner as may be prcscribed by mles made by the Sralc Goveroment. 

5. The Gangasagar Meln Acr. L953, is hereby repealed. 

6. (1) The Stare Government may, by norification in the Oflaial 
Gnzerle, make rules for carrying oul the purposes of this Acl. 

(2) In parlicular, and withou~ prejudice. to the generalily or the 
foregoing power, such rules may provideforal I or any of the matters which 
may be or has ro be prescribed by rules. 

7. ( 1)  Tile Gangasagar Mcla Ordinance, 1975, is hereby repcaled. Wcsl Ben. 
Onl. XXI of 

(2) Anything done or any action laken under the Gangasagar Mcla lg75- 

Ordinancc, 1975, shall be deemed lo have been validly doneor taken under 
this Act as if this Act had commenced on the 18th day of December, 1975. 

' ~ h c  words rvirhin Ihr squarc bnckers rvcrc suhs!irutcd Tor rhc words "rupxs ~wo ' .  by 
. * .r.,  .- .. . . .  . 




