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West Bengal Act XXXV of 1976' 

THE HOWRAH-AMTA LIGHT RAILWAY 
COMPANY (ACQUISITION OF LAND) 

ACT, 1976. 

[28rh May. 1976.1 

An ncr lo provide l o r  rhe acqttisirion of cerfuitl 101ids Ireld by rile 
Hotvralr-Anrra Lig/lt RaiIlvay Corrrpat~y Lirt~ited. 

WHEREAS it is expedien~ ro provide roc [he acquisirion of certain 
lands held by the Hownh-Amln Light Railway Company Limited for 
providing better facililies Ibr transport and communication to the 
members of the public by consu-uclion OF broad-gauge railway line in 
HowrA-Amta-Bmgachidhampadanga and D~nkuni-Sheakhala are= 
wilhin the dislricrs of Howrah and Hooghly and for matters connecred 
thcrewirh or incidemal thereto; 

I t  is hereby enacled in the Twenty-scvenrh Year OF the Republic of 
India, by the Legislalure OF Wesr Bengal, as follows:- 

1. (1) ?his Act may be called thc Horvrah-Amta Lighr Railway shod fillc 
Company (Acquisition of Land) Act. 1976. - and cxrcnl. 

(2) It extends to  he whole OF West Bengal. 

2. I n  this Acr, unless there is anything repugnanl in the subject or Dcfini~ions. 
conlexl,- 

(a) "C~ilector'' means  he Collector of a district and includes 
any Land Acquisition Officer appointed by the State 
Government to carry out all or any of the functions of a 
Collector, under his Act; 

(b) "compnny" means the Howah-Amra Light Railway 
Company Limited; 

(c) "Courl" means the Court of the District Judge at Howrah 
where h e  land is situated wilhin the district of Holvnh and 
the Courl of the Dislrict Judge at Hooghly in the case where 
the land is situated wirhin h e  district of Hooghly: 

(d) "encumbrance", in relation to any land, includes all righrs 
or interests of wha~ever nature belonging ro any lcnanl, 
licensee or mespasscr or any oiher person; 

(e) "firm land" means a land where there is no accumulation 
of watcr during any season of the year; and 

'For Sla~crncni of Objccls and R w o n s ,  see the Calc~rtru Gazerre. firmordinury, 
Par1 IV, or the I5th March, 1976: for p m c d i n g s  ofmcc!ingof h c  Wcsl Bcngul Legisla~ivc 
Asscmbly. rru thc praccdings of lhc mccling or  that Asscmbly held on thc 7 h  April. 
1976. 
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( f )  "land" includes benefits to arise out of land, and things 
auachcd lo thc earth or pennanentiy Fas~ened to anjrlhing 
attached lo lhe enrlh and also includes any encumbrance in 
relation to such land. 

Acquisilion 3. (1) If the State Governmen1 is of opinion that any land held by 
of land, 

the Howrah-Amta Light Railway Company Limited i s  needcd lor 
providing belter IxciIilics for lransport and communication to the 
members of the public by construcrion of broad-gauge railway line in 
Howrah-Amta-Bargachia-Champadanga and Dankuni-Sheaki~ala arms 
within thc districts of Howrah and Hooghly, i t  may, by no~ification in 
thc Oflcial Gazerre. acquire such land and may make such further order 
or orders as appear to i t  to be necessary or cxpedienr in connec~ion 
therewilh. 

(2) On h e  publication of thc notification under sub-section ( I ) ,  the 
land shiitl stand kansfcrred to and vest absoIutcIy in the Stalc Govern- 
ment Tree from all encumbrances and the Collzctor shall take possessiou 
of such land fonhwith. 

(3) The Stare Govern~nent shall be enlitled to lransfer any land 
acquircd under this section to the Govern~nenl of India or  use the land 
in  such other manner as lhe Stale Govcrnment thinks fit. 

Ryrncnl  of 4. (1) The State Govemrncnt shall deposit in cash i n  Court io the 
amounr. credit of the company an amount which shall be determined by the 

Collector, where the land js situated wilhin the limits of Howrah 
Municipality, at I ~ C  rate of rupees seventy-four thousand and seven 
hundred fifty per hectare and, where  he land is situated oulsidc the 
Howrah Municipality, at the rale of rupees four rhousand eight hundred 
and fif~y-eight per hcctare in case or firm land and rupees one thousand 
three hundred and forty-five per hectare in case or any ather land. 

(2) for lhe avoidance of doubts il is hereby declared t h a ~  the 
liabilities of [he company in relation to ils lands which have vesred in 
the State Gwernrncnt under section 3, stla11 bc met From lhc amount 
referred to in sub-section (1). 

(3) In meeting [he liabilities of rhc company in relation lo i ~ s  lands 
which have vested in thc State Government under sccdon 3. the court 
shall distribute the amount referred to in sub-section ( I )  amongsl h c  
creditors of [he company, whcrher secured or unsecured, in accordance 
with their rights and inlerests, and i f  there is nny surplus Icft afler such 
distribution the same shall be made over to the company. 

Indcmnity. 5. No suit, prosecution OF other legal proceeding whatsoever shalI 
Iie against any person for anylhing in good faith done or inrcnded to be 
rlnnp ~rnrlpr rhir A r t  
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6. If any difLcully arises in giving effecl to [he provisions o i  this Powcr lo 
- Act the Stale Government may make such orders or do sucli lhings,not ~~~Iic., 

inconsistent with the provisions of this Acl, a appear lo il to be necessary 
or expedient for removing the difficulty. 

7. The Slate Govemmenr may, by nolificalion in !he Oflciul Gazelle. klcgarion. 
dclegak any of ils powers under this Act to the Collector. 

8. It is hereby declared that [his Act i s  for giving effecl to Ihe Dcclanlion 
policy of ihe State towards securing ihc principles specified in ~i$':~,~~ 
clause (b)  of arlicle 39 of the Constitulion of India. SUIC. 




