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West Bengal Act LXIV of 1978'

THE WEST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
PROCEEDINGS (PROTECTION OF PUBLICATION)
ACT, 1978.

Vise March, 1979]

An Act 1o protect the publication of the reports of proceedings of the
West Bengal Legislative Assemibly.

WUEREAS il is proper lo prolect Lhe publication of (he reports of
proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly;

It s hercby enacted in the Twenty-ninth Year of the Republic of
India, by the Legislaure of West Bengal, ns follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Legislative Assembly
Proceedings (Prolection of Publication) Act, 1978.

(2) It cxtends 10 the whole of Wes1 Bengal.

(3) It shall come inrw force ar once.

2. In this Act, “newspaper” means any printed pericdical work
containing public news or comments on public news und includes news-
agency supplying material for publication in a newspaper.

3. (1) Savc as atherwise pravided in sub-section (2}, no person
shalt be liable w any proceedings, civil or criminal, in any couit in
respect of publicalion in 2 newspaper of a substancally true repon of
any proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly, unless the
publication is proved to have been made with malice.

(2y Nothing in sub-section (1) shall be construed as protecting the
publication of any matter which is not [or the public good.

4. The Actshall alsi apply in relation to reports or matlers broadcast
by means of wireless telegraphy as part of any programme or service
provided by meaas of a breadeasling slation as it applics in relation to
reports or matters published in a newspaper.

Wor Swutement of Objects and Reasons, sve the Calenria Gazette, FExiraordiniry.
Part 1¥, of the 9th Sepiember, 1978, page 2048; for procecdings of the West Bengal
Legislutive Assembly, sce the proceedings of the meeting of thut Assembly beld on the
13tk Decainber, 1978,
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