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West Bengal Act XXXIV of 1979!

THE WEST BENGAL REQUISITIONING OF
VEHICLES ACT, 1979.

|71l December, 1979.]

An Act to provide Jor the requisition of vehicles for the purposes of
maintaining supplies and services essential 1o the tife of the communiry.

WriREAS iL is expedient to provide for the requisilion of vehicles for
securing the mainienance ol supplies and services essential lo the life
of the community:

It is hereby enacled in the Thirtieth Year of the Republic ol India,
by the Lcgislawure of West Bengal, as follows:—

L. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Requisitioning of
Vehicles Act, 1979,
(2) It extends 1o the whole of West Bengal.

(3) It shall come into force on such date® as the State Governimeut
may. by natilication in the Official Goazetre. appoint.
Y. by / pp

2. In (his Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

() “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Act;

{by “vchicle” means any malor vehicle construcled or adapted
for use for the carriage of goods or any motor vehicle used
or adapled 1o be used far the carriage ol passengers for hire
or reward, and includes a motar cab, contracl carriage and
slage carriage.

3. (1) Ilthe State Government is of opinion that it is necessary so
1o do for maintaining supplies and services essential 1o the lile of the
community it may, by order in writing, requisilion any vehicle for such
period as wway be mentioned therein, but nol exceeding ane year, and
make such furlher orders as may appear to it 10 he necessary and
expedient in connection with Lthe requisitioning.

'For Stacment of Ohjects and Reasons, see the Caleatta Gazette. fivtraordinary.
Part 1V of the LIth Seprember. 1979, puge 2008; for proceedings of the West Bengal
Leglislative Assembly, see the proceedings of tie meeting of thit Assembly held on ihe
I71th September, 1970,

*This Actcame into foree w.e.T. the 151 Fehruary, 1980, virle notification No. 367-W.T./
1E-2778, dated the Léih January, 1950,
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The West Bengal Reguisitioning of Vehicles Act, 1979,

[Wesl Ben. Acl

(Seciions 4, 3.)

{2) An order of reguisition vnder sub-section (1) shall be sevved on
the person deemed by the Siale Government o be the owner of the
vehicle ar, if at the time of requisitioning the vehicle s in possession
ol a person other than the owner, then on such person as well as on the
owner.

{3) Any vehicle requisitioned under sub-scction (1) shall vest in the
Swuute Government for the period of the requisition and the Stale
Government may use or deal with it in such manner as may appcar 1o
it to be expedient.

4. (1) Whenever the Stute Governmenl requisitions any vehicle
wnder section A the owner of such vehicle shall be paid compensation,
the amount of which shall be determined by the Stale Governmenlt on
the basis of the fares or rates prevailing in the locality for the hire of
such vehicle.

{2) The awner af a vehicle requisitioned under section 3, il aggricved
by the amount of compensation delermined, may make an application
10 the State Government within thirly days Irom the daie of service an
hirn of the order determining the compensation, Jor determination of the
amount of compensalion by an Arbitrator.

(3) On receipt of an applicalion under sub-scclion (2}, the Slale
Government shall appoint an Arbitrator and the amount of compensation
determined by the Arbilrator shall be [inal.

(4} If, immediately belore the requisitioning, the vehicle was, by
virtee of a hire-purchase agreement, in the possession of o person oiher
than (he owner, the amount delermined as cormpensation under sub-
section (1) or sub-section {3), as the case may be. shall be apportioned
between that person and the owner in such manner as they may agree
upon, and in default af aprcement, in such manner as an Acbitrator
appuinted by the Store Governmenlt in-tlus behalf may decide.

{5y Any nmount payable under this section us compensation shall
be paid by the State Government but the Siale Governmenl imay recover
the whale or a portion of such ameunt freim any person or body on whose
account the requisilion is made.

5. The Swue Governmenl may, [or the purposc of requisilioning
any vehicle under scction 3 or delermining the compensation payable
under section 4, by order, require any person 1o furnish 1o such avthority
us may be specified in the order such infonmaton in Ris possession
relating to such vehicle as mav he xo soccified
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XXXIV of 1979.]

{Sections 6-9.)

6. Any person auwthorised in this behall by the Stale Gavernment
may enter into any premises and inspect any vehicle therein for the
purpose of determining whether, and 3 so in whal manner. an order under
section 3 should be made in relation to such vehicle ar with 2 view 10
securing compliance with awy order made under that seclion.

7. (1) When a vehicle reguisitinned under seclion 3 is released, the
possession Lhereal shall be delivered Lo the person from whom possession
was laken at the time wheu the vehicle was requisitioned, or il there was
nu such person, Lo Lhe person deemed by the State Governmenl 1o be
the owner of such vehicle, and such delivery of pussession shall be a
Tull discharge of the State Govevament from all liabilities in respect of
such detivery, but shall not prejudice any right in respect of the vehicle
Lo which any other person may be entitled by due process of law 1o
enforce against the person o whom possession ol the vehicle is so
delivered.

{2) Where Lhe person from whom possession was tuksn at the Llime
when the vehicle was requisitioned or the person deemed by the Siale
Governmenl io be the owner of such vehicle cannot be found and has
no legal agent or other person empowered lo accepl delivery on their
behalf, the Stale Government shall cause a watice. declaring that the
vihicle is released [rom requisition, to be published i the Oficial
Gazette.

(3) When a notice referred to in sub-section (2} is published in the
Official Gazette, the vehicle specified in such notice shall cense 1o be
subject to requisition on and from the date of such pubiication and be
deemed te have been delivered 10 the person entitled to possession
thereofl and the Stare Government shinll not be tiable for any compensation
ar other claims in respect of the vehicle for any period after the said date.

8. Il during Lhe periad ol requisition a vehicle requisitioned under
seclion 3 is damaged otherwise than by normal wear and tear or lost and
il such damage or loss to the vehicle is not insuced, there shall be paid
10 the person entilled 1o compensation under section 4 an additional
compensation to the extent of damage or loss sulfered as may be
determincd by the State Government in such manner as may be prescribed.

9. The Siale Gavernment may, by notification in the Qfficical Guzette,
dircel that any power conferred on any duly impesed on the S
Goverument by any of the provisions except scetion 14 of this Act shall,
undur such conditions, iI any, as may be specified in the direction, be
exercised or discharged by such officer or cluss of officers as may be
specified,
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[West Ben, Act XXXV of 1972.)

{Secrions 10-14.}

1B, The owner or the person in possession of a vehicle on the date
of the order of requisition made under section 3 shall be liable—

(a) to pay lhe tax and other dues that may become payable
during 1he period ol requisition, and

(b) 10 keep all nccessary documents in respect of the vehicle
as are required to be kept,

under the provisions of any Jaw for the lime being in force.

11. (1) Any person who contravenes an order made under scelion
3 or section 5 shall be penishable with imprisonment for a term which
may extend Lo one year or with fine which may extend to five hundred
rupees or with both,

(2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishablc under
this section except ou (he complaint in writing of an olficer avuthorised
hy the State Government in this behall.

12, Subjecl 1o the provisions of this Act, no decision or arder made
in exercise of any of the powers conferred by or under this Acl shall
be called in quesiian in any court.

13. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding (including an
action for damages) shall lie against the State Government or any person
for anything in good failh done or intended 10 be done or Jor any dumage
caused or Jikely to be caused for anything in good faith done or intended
1o be done in pursuance of this Act or any rule or order made thereundes.

14. The Srale Government may make rules for carrying oul he
purpeses of this Acl.





