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West Bengal Act XXXIV of 1979' 

THE WEST BENGAL REQUISITIONING OF 
VEHICLES ACT, 1979. 

W ~ ~ i k a x s  it is expedielil to provide for the rcquisilion 0I- vcllicles for 
sccuring thc rnain~cnence of suppIies and scrvices essential to [he lire 
u i  [lie colnrnunjly: 

It i s  ticreby ellacled in thc Thirtielh Year or rhc Rcp~rblic uT India, 
by the Lcgislalurc of Wesl Bengal, us ro1lows:- 

1. ( I )  Thih Act may be called lhc W c s ~  Bengnl Requisi~ioning of 
Vehicles, ACI, 1979. 

(2) I t  extcnds to the whole of Wcst Be11ga1. 

(3) It shall come inlo forcc on sucll (late2 ~lic Sratc Gouern~nzu~ 
may, by norilicalion ill 1112 Qfirinl G n r r ~ r ~ .  nppoinr. 

2. 111 lliis Act, unlcss llie colltcxr crthcrwisc rcqiiires.-- 

(a) "prcscribrd" means prcscribcd by rules made undcr this 
Acr: 

(b) "\~chiclc" tileatls ally nmtur vchicle cot~s~rucled or arlap~cd 
for use for ilie carriagc o l  goods 01. any nlotor vehiclc used 
or aduptcd 10 be used for the carriage ol~passengers for hire 
01. reward, and i~lcludes a inoror c:tb. contrncl carriage and 
stage carriagc. 

3. (I)  IT the Stale Govcrnrncnr is or opinion  hat i t  is  ncccssilry so 
lo do Tor mainraining supplies and services essenlial lo thc lirc oi the 
communiry il may, by order in writing, rcrluisiliou nrly vehivlc Tor such 

period as luay be ~nentioilcd therein, b u ~  not cxcccding one year, and 
llinkc such ri~rthcr orders as may appear to it lo he neccssary i ~ n d  
expedic~~i  in connec~io~l will1 ~ h c  rcquisi~ionjng. 

IFor Sr;~~cincn~ or Objcc~s and Kcnso~~s, rpcu ~ h c  C~~h~rr t t~~  GKL~I~L~.  L i r n ~ ~ ~ r r l i r r n ~ .  
Pnn 1V of 11ic I l r l i  Scprc~nkr. 1979. p;~jic 200F: for procccdings uT ~ h c  Wcsl Bv~ignl 
Lcgislnrivc Asscnibly. srvr I ~ I C  prt7cccdinp r ) l  rlic ~ n c c ~ i n ~  of th;!~ Assembly Ixld 011 lllc 
171h Scptclnhcr. 1973. 

Rcquisi~ion- 
i ~ i g  of 
vchiulcs for 
pubIic 
purposes. 

T h i s  Act vurnc inti) Inrtu tv.c.l. rl~c 151 Fchru;iry. 194rl. \ i r k  ~lolificarion No. 367-W.T.1 
1E-W78. dn~cd  rhc lSlh Jnnu~ry. IYHO. 



[ i l ' cs l  Bcn. Acl 

( 2 )  An ordcr ol rcrluisition undcr sub-scction ( 1 )  shall be scrved on 

rhc person decrned by [lie Slale Govcrnmcnt ro bc the uwncr or rhe 
vchiclz or, i f  nr [he tiillc of rcquisirioni~~g ~ h c  \.ellicle is i n  11osscssion 
or a 11erson oillcr !ha11 thc owlicr, t l i e ~ ~  on SUCII person as wcll as on [he 
owner. 

(3) Any vctiicle rcrluisitioncd 1111dcr sub-sccriorl ( I )  shall vesr in  t l~e  
S le~e  Goverl~mcnl ibr [Iic pcriad ol [lie r c q u i s i ~ i o ~ ~  and tllc Stntr: 
Govcrnmenr may use or dcd wilh i! in sucli nxlnner as may appcar to 
il ro he expcdien~. 

4. (1) \Vhc~~evcr the Stare Gover~~mcnl requisirions ally veliicte 
undcr qrclion 3. {tic uwncr at' a ~ c h  vel~iclc shall be paid cornpe~~sa~io~~. 
[he amou~u of wiiich s1l;lll be de~crmined by rhc $talc Cior.crnmenl oil 
lhe biuis or IIIC farcs or rrlrcs prevdiIi~lg in the localiry for lhc hirc o f  
srich \~cliicle. 

(2) The owner o f  a vehicle requisi~ioncd undcrsectio~i 3. ir:\ggricved 
by [lie nmount o f  compe~is;~rion dclcrmincd, nlity litakc all npplica~ioli 
lo the  Srarc Guvcr~~rncnr wirllin lllirry days I r o ~ n  [he daic of service un 
him of ~ b t  order dc!ermining ~ h c  colnpcnsntion, Ibr dcrertnina~ion of thc 
amounl of cnmpensalion by an Arbirri~lor. 

(3) On receipr or an applic:l~ion under sub-scctio~~ (2j, the Stale 
Govcr~unent shall ilppoinl ari Arbirralor and thc arilounr or cninpcnsarion 
dclernlined by the Arbilnlor shall be final. 

(4) If, irnrnediatcly berore rhs requisitioning, Ihe \,ellicle WiIs, by 
virtue of a hire-purchase agreement, ill lhc possession of  a pcrs-son o;her 
[hall tlic owncr, the alnount determined as compensation under sub- 
s~ction (I) or sub-section (>), as Ihe casc nIiIy bc. sl~all be apponioncd 
bctwecn lhal persol) and thc owncr in such manner as lhey may agree 
upon, and in dchult aF ngrcemenl, in sr~uh manner as ail Arbirrarar 
appuil~tcd by thc SING Go\lcmmenl i~ i  dlis behalf niay decidc. 

( 5 )  Any iImwn! payablc undcr {his scclion as compenurion shall 
bc paid by the State Governmen1 but liie Slale Gover~lment In:iy rzcover 
~ l ~ c  wl~olc  or a porlio~t of such arnou~lt from any pcrson or body 011 whose 
accnunl the rcquisilion i s  made. 

5.  Tht: Slaie Governnlenl may, Tor the purposc o f  rrquisi~ioning 
any vel~icle under sccrion 3 or dcler~nining [he compensalion payable 
ulldcr srcdon 4. by order, rcqliirc iiny per%oli 10 furnish In such authori~y 
:is ]nay be specified i n  ~ I l c  ordcr such i r~ fv r~n i~ r iu r~  in Itis pnssession 
relating ro such vctlirlc as mav bc sa snccitietl 



6. Any pcrson authorised i l l  this bcliall' by llie Stale Guvcrnmen~ p<owcr UC 

may ellter into any premises and illspcct :uiy veliicle rhcrcin (01- llie cnlq 
and 

purpose of deterlninia2 whelher, ant1 i f  so in ti,ha~ manlier, an ordcr under i~lqxc~iun or 

seclion 3 siiould bc madc in relati011 ro such vcl~icle nr with n view 10 prcrniscs, 
ctc. 

sectiring co~npliancc w i ~ h  ;my order made undcr r1ia.l szclion. 

7. ( 1  ) Wlien a vehiclc rurlu isitin~~ed u~lder scction 3 is released, thc ticlcnst trT 
\.chiclr.s 

possession ~licrcofsl~all be clelivcrcd 10 IIlc pcrsoll lrorn whom l~osscssion rr,,nl 
was laken a1 the rirnc w h c u  [lie vel~icll: v!i~s rcquisirioned. or ir !liere ~v\.as rcq~~isi~io~~. 

nu such persoli, lo 111c pcrson deerned by II IC  SWIG Gover~lrncnt to he 
rhc owncr of such vchiclc, ;md such delivery o l  poshessio~~ sl~all hc a 
r~ill dischnrgc or 111e Slate Govcrn~iie~il from all li:tbili~ics in respccl or 

such deiivcry. hul slinll nor prcjudicc any rigllr in rcspcct of the vehiclc 
lo whicll any oihcr person may bz cntitled by duc proccss of Iatv to 
e ~ ~ f o r c e  against llic person to whom posscssio~~ or thc vchicle i s  so 
delivered. 

(7) Whcrc the person from wholn possession \viis lake11 at [Ill: time 
when thc vchicle was rctll~isilioiied or (lie person rlccnicd by the Slate 
Governmenl to he tlie owner or  such vzl~icle callno! hc iuuiirl and has 
110 legal agent or other person c~npolvcred lo accepl delivery 011 [heir 
bch:rlf. the S I ~ I C  Govcmmen~ shall cause a ~ ~ a r i c e ,  declaring tliat I I IC  
vchivle is releascd rro~n requisi~ion, to bc pul~lisl~cd io rhc Offir~(ii 
Gnzcrrc. 

(3) Whcn a iiolice rererrcd to in  sub-sec~ion (2) is puhlislied i u  I I I Z  
Ufjicirrl Grrzette, [lie veliiclc spccified iri s i ~ c l ~  noticc shall cense to hc 
suhject to requisi~io~i on and Iron1 thc dale of sucb publication and bc 
dcc~ned 10 have bccn delivered to lhc pcrson e a ~ i ~ l c d  Io possessiorl 
rtierrof and [lie Srnrc Covcrnmenr shall not bc liable for any cornpensntiotl 
or orhcr claims in respcct of [lie veliicle Tor any pcrind after the said dale. 

8. I l  during the period or requisition a \,el~icl: rcquisiliol~ed undcr P;lymrnk u l  
~dtli~ionnl 

section 3 is dnn~agcd otlierwise th:lil by nornlal wear and Leal- or lost and ,,,l,Fnsa- 
if such dnmngc or loss to rllz vchiclc is iior iasurcrl, rhcre slinll bc paid in 

ccnnin 
to illc person enri~led lo compei~sntion 1111der section 4 nn ntlditional ,,,,,,, 
compcnsatio~l ro ~ b c  exlellr or tlamagc o r  loss sulScrcd :IS may bc 
Jelermincd by rhc Slate Govenl~nu~r~ ill sucIi manner as 111;lp he przscri bcd. 

9. The Slnlc Governme111 tnily. by nodlicatio~~ i 1 1  llic Oflcicrl Gri:er!~. Dclcga[i()n 
or runc~ions 

dirccl Ihat ally powcr cnlifenzd on any July i~uposed on the Slnlc orlhc s ~ ; ~ ~ ~  
Govcni~ncnt by any or thc provisions exccpi section 14 of this Act sball, Govcnllncn1. 

undur such condirions, i T  any, as may b r  spccified i n  the dircc~ion, be 
exercised or discllarged by sr~uh officer or cluss of officers :ls may be 
specified. 



T l ~ c  Wcsr Berr~al Rrqrrisitiu~~i~~g of \J~hic/es ACI. 1979. 

[West Bcn. Acl XXXIV 01 1972.) 

Liability 01 ID. Thc owner or r l ~ e  person in possessio~l or a vehicle 011 lhc dale 
rhc otvncr ur 
rllc$rr!~n in  of Llie order OI rcrluisiiioii llinde undcr scclion 3 shall he liable- 
po5scsslon 
or a vcl~iclc. (a) to pay 1I1e lax ~111d ort~cr dues [ha1 may beco~nc payable 

during ~ I i e  period o r  rcquisi~iot~. a13d 

(h) 10 keep all ncccssnry documenrs in rcspzcl o f  rIlc vehicle 
as are rzqi~i rcd lo be kepr, 

undcr rhc p:ovisions of any l a w  For lbe ~ i m c  bcing i u  rorcc. 

Pcn;thy for 11. (1) Any persoll who con~ravenes nli order made under scc~inn 
COIIIravCn- 

i n  3 or sec~ion 5 shall he put~ishablc with iniprisonlnen~ for a [erln which 
ordcr. may este~td lo  onc year or tv i~ t i  Iinc which liiny exrerld ro five hundred 

rupees or ivirh both. 

( 2 )  No courl s l~n l l  rake cognizai~ce al' an offc'cncc punishable under 
this secrion cxccpt oti [lie complaint i n  wl-iling of fin orficer. aii~horiscd 
by rhe Sra~e Govcn~men\ ill tliis behalr. 

Saving. 12. Subjccl lo rile provisions o f   his Acl, no dccis io l~ oc drdcr made 
in exercise ol any of (he powers conferred by or under this Ac l  shall 
bc called in qucsiian ill any courl. 

Prulcclion or  13. No suir, prosecu~ion or other legal procccdiiig ( i~ ic luding a11 
ncf io l~ ~nkcn 
undcr[hi5 ilcrioll t'ordamagcs) shall lie i ~ ~ d i n s l  the Slate Govcmmerl\ or any person 
ACI, Ibr anything in good failh done or intcnded ro be donc o r  for any damage 

caused or l ikely io be caused Tor nnylhi~ly, ill good fai~h done or intcnded 
to hc done in pursuilncc o f  il l is Acl or any rule or ordcr made tllercundcr. 

Powcr or 1.1. The Stale Govcrl~rnent may milkc rules lor carrying ou l  thc 
Sratc 
(;ovcmmcnr piirposcsof I h i s  Acl. 
tn makc 
rulcs. -- 




