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West Bengal Act XXXIX of 1979

THE WEST BENGAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES
ACT, 1979,

Wesl Ben. Act VI of 1982,
West Ben. Act XXIV ol 1985,
AMENDED .. . West Ben. Acu XIII of 1993.
WesL Ben. Act XL1 of 1994.
West Ben. Act VII of 1998.

[7eh Jannary, 1980.)

An Act 1o provide for the establishment of public libraries in the Stare
of West Bengal and to regulate, guide *[eontrol and supervise the
libraries] as wlse to provide for a comprehensive rural and uwrban
Miibrary and informarion service] in the State of West Bengal.

WHEREAS il is expedient (o provide for the establishment of public
libraries in the State of West Bengal and 1o regulale, goide *|control and
supervise the libraries] as also o provide for a comprehensive rural and
urban *(library and information service] in the Siale of West Bengal:

Tt is hereby enacled in the Thirtieth Year of the Republic of India,
by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

CHAPTER [
Preliminary
1, (1) This Act may be called the WeslL Bengal Public Libraries
Act, 1979.
(2) It extends to the whole of West Bengal.

'For Statement af Objects and Reasons, see the Calentta Gazerre, Extraerdinary, Part
IV af the 2dth August, 1979, page 1604; for proceedings of thz West Bengal Lepislative
Assembly, see the proceedings of the meeting of thal Assembly held on the L21h September.,
1979.

“The words within the square brackets were subsiituted far the wards “control, supervise
and to gramt recognition 1e the existing libraries in the Siate” by s. 2 of the West Bengal
Public Libraries {Amendment) Act. 1985 {West Ben. Act XX1V of 1985).

*The wards within the square brackels were substituted for the words “library serviee”
by s. 2 of the West Bengal Public Librarics {Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLIT
ol 1994).

“The words within Lhe square brackels were subslituted far the words “conlrol, supervise
and Lo grant recognition o the existing libraries in the Stae” by 5. 3 of the West Bengal
Public Libraries {Amendment) Act. 1985 (West Ben. Acl XXIV of 1985).

*The words within the square brackets were substituted far the words “library service™
by 5. 3 of the West Benpal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Aot XLI
of 1994).

Shan tile,
extent and
commence-
ment,
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(Chapter . —Preliminary.~—Section 2.)

(3) This section shali come into force at once and the remaining
K sectton shall come into force on such dateor dales as Lhe State Government
may, by notilication in the Official Gazerre, appoint and dilfecent dates

may be appointed for differem sections ol this Act.

Delinitipns. 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
1% * * * L3 * *
Naa) “Calcutla Metropalilan Library™ means Lhe District Library
in Caleutla declared by the State Government as such;
Ik * * * £ 3 * *
(bb} “Corporation” means the Calcuita Municipal Corporation
established under the Calcutta Municipal Coporation Acl,  West Ben.
1980. Acl LIX of
Do , ) 1930,
‘obb) “Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council” means the
Darjeeling Gorkba Autonomous Hill Council constiluled
under the Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council Act,  West Ben.
1988- AcL X1EH of
2 ) . ) 1988.
(c) “Director” means the Director of 3|Library Services]
appointed under scctian 6: ]
%(d) “District” means a district of West Bengal and includes
Caleutra as defined in the Calcutta Municipal Corporation
Act, 1980
*

1% # * * * *

(ddd) “District Libracy Officer” meauns the person appointed 1o be
called the District Library Officer under ** * * section 16;

'Clauses {a) and (b) were omitied by 5. 4(a) of the Wesi Bengal Public Libraries
{Ameondment) Act, 1985 (West Ben, Act XXV of 1985).

“Clause {aa) wos tascrted by s, 2{1) of tie West Bengal Public Libraries {(Amendmem)
Act, 1582 (West Ben, Act VEIL of 1982) w.el |5.7.1982,

*Clause {bb) was insericd hy 5. 2(2), ibid. Therealter. the same was subsiituled by s.
d(fb] of the West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendment} Act, 1985 (Wesl Ben, Act XXTV
of 1985). -

“Clause (bbb} was insered by s. 2{ 1) of the Wesi Bengal Pablic Libraries (Amendment)
Acl, 1998 {WesL Ben, Act VI of 1998).

“The words within the square brackels were substitued lor the words “Public Librarics™
by 5. 2(3) of the Wesl Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Avt, 1982 (West Ben. Act
Vill of 1982}

*Clausc {d) was firsi substiluted by 5. 2(4), ibid. Thereaftce, the same was resubslifuicd
by 5. 4{c) of thc West Bengal Public Libranies (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act
XX1V ol 1945),

'Clauses (ddy and (ddd) were first inserted by 5. 2(5) of thc West Bengal Public
Libraries (Amendment} Act, 1982 (West Ben. Act VUl of 1982). Thercafter clause (dd)
was omilled by s. 4(d) of e West Bengal Public Libranies (Amendment) Act, 1985 (Wesi
Ben. Act XX1V of 1985), wel, 15.7.1982.

*The words, ligure and brackets “sub-scction (1) of ™ were not printed as there wus no
“sub-section (1)" in 1he exisling section 16. The wards, ligure and brackels “sub-scction
(1) of* were in force prior 1o the subssilwiion of scotion 16 by 5. 16 of the West Bengal
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (Wesl Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). Accardingly,
the words. igure and brackets “sub-scetion (1) of” should not be included in clsuse {ddd}
as inseried by s. 2(5) of the West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendenent) Act 1932 (West
Ben, Act VI of 1982),
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West Ben,
Act XLI of
1973.

{Chapter IL.—Preliminary.—Section 2.)

% * * L3 * * *
(D) “Governmem” means the Government of the State of West
Bengal,;
*(ffy “Library” meons a public library '* * *,
{g) “notification” means a nolification published in the Official

Gazelie,

(k) “presenibed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Acl;

A * # * * * *

’G)} “Public Library” means & library open 1o the public, and

includes—

(i) a Government Public Library,

(ii) the State Cenlral Library,

{iii) a sponsored public library declared as such under
section l6A, or

(iv} such other library us the Government may declare to
be a public library;

%G1) “Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad" means the Mahakuma
Parishad for the sub-divisian of Siliguri in the district of
Darjeeling consuluted under sectian 185B of the West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1973,

T * * * * * #*

EE * * * * # *

'Clause (e} was omined by 5. 4(e) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amicndment)
Act, 1985 {West Ben. Act XXV of 1953,

*Clause (1) was firstinserted by s. 2(7) of the Wesl Bengal Public Librarics (Amendinent)
Acl, 1982 {(Wes, Ben. Act VI of 1982). Therealler, the same wis subshiluled by s. 4(F)
of the West Bengal Public Librories (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XX1V af
1985},

*The words "and includes the Siale Central Library™ were omitied by s. 4{1} of the
West Dengal Public Librardes (Amendment) Acel, 1994 (West Ben. Act XL of 1954),

‘Clause (i) was omitled by 5. 4(2). ibid.

*The words “and includes a sponsored library™ were Itrst added by 5, 2(7) of the West
Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben, Act VLI of 1982). Therealier,
clouse (j) was substiluted by s. 4{g) of the West Bengal Public Libmdes (Amendment)
Acl, 1985 (West Ben, Act XXIV of 1985) und Mnally the same was resubstiluted by
5. 4(3) of the Wesl Bengal Public Librasics (Amendinent) Act, 1994 {Wesl Ben. Act XLI
ol 1994),

“Clause {j1) was inseried hy s, 2(2) of the West Bengal Public Librarics {Amendment)
Act. 1998 (West Ben. Act VII of 1998).

Clause (jj) was firsl inserted by s. (h) oF1he West Beagal Public Libraries {Amendment)
Act. 1985 (West Ben, Act XXIVY of 1985). Then Lhe same was amilted by s, 4{4} of 1he
West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendmeni} Act, 1994 {West Ben. Act XLI of 1994).

"Clause (1) was first inseried by s. 2(8) of the West Banpal Public Libraries (Amendmeni)
Act, 1982 (Wesl Ben, Act VI ol 1982), Thercalier, clauses (&) and (B were omitted by
s.4(i} of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXTV
al 1935).

27
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[West Ben. Act
(Chapter H—The State Library Council.—Sections 3, 4.)

CHAPTER 1I
The Staie Library Council

Siale Library 3. '(1) The Government shall constitute a State Library Council

ff.?';,j‘,fﬂ,ﬁ,'},‘: (hereinafier referrred Lo as Lthe Council) for the purpose of advising the
Government on the management of Lthe State Central Library. on matters
relating to policies and programmes for the development and management
of public libraries and public library sysiem and on such other malters
as may be referred to il ‘

'(2) The Council shall advise the Government on any scheme prepared
by a Local Library Authorily under section 15 and also on the principles
governing Lhe aid te a library under this Act.

(3) The Council shall exercise such powers and perfarm such dulies
as may be prescribed.

uClPLTITgOSiﬁDn 4. (1) The Council shall consist of;—
Counil. (a} the Minister-in~charge of Library Services who shall be the

Chairman of the Council;

(b) four persens to be elected by (he members of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly (rom amongst themselves;

*c) five persons represenling the interest of education, social
work, cultural, literary or artistic aclivity, or literacy or
science movement, 1o be nominated by the Governiment;

() two representives of the Bengal Library Association o be
nominated by the Executive Commitiee of the said
Association from amongst ils constituled members:

(c) *[two representatives] of the employees of the libraries that
will come under the purview of this Act to be elecled in the
manner prescribed;

*f} two persons to be nominated by the Government from
amongst the members of the Local Library authorities;

(g) one District Library Officer to be nominated by tLhe
Government;

1Sub-scctions (1) and (2) were substituted [or original sub-sections (1) and (2) by
5.1_5 of ll)ll: West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendment) Act. 1985 {(Wesl Ben. Act XXV
ol 1985).

*Clause {¢) wos substituted for the original by 5. 5(a) of thc West Bengal Public
Libraries {Amendment) Acl. 1993 {West Ben. Act XLI of 1994),

*The words wilhin the square bruckeis weee subsliluled for the words “one sepresenlative”™
by 5. 6(E)(a) of the West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendment) Act, [985 {Wesl Ben. Act
XXIV of 1985).

‘Clause (f) was substituted for the onginal clause by s. 5tb) of the West Benpa! Public
Librries {Amendment) Act. 1994 (West Ben. Act XL af 1994).
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{Chapter /l.—The State Library Conncil —Section 4.)

'th)

(1)

@)

(k)

)

H(m)
“(mm)
*(n)
(0)

(c0)

(p)

one Librarian of a District Library 1o be nominated by the
Government;

the Secretary to the Government in the *[Mass Education
Extension Department] or his nominee:

the Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal or his
nominee;

four persons Lo be nominated by the Government who in
its opinion are experts in library science and library service;

the Depuly Director of Public Instruclion {(Social Education),
West Bengal;

the Director of Culture or his nominee;

the Direclor of 3{Mass Education Exlension] or his nominee;
the Librarian, Stale Central Library;

the Director of the National Library, Calcutta, or his nominee;

the Director of the Raja Rammohan Rey Library Foundation
or his nominee; -

the Directer who shall be the ex-gfficio Member-Secretary
of the Council.

(2) The members, other than the ex-officio members, shall hold
office for a period of ¥{four years:]

Provided 1hat il a nominated or an elected member ceases to hold
the position by virtue of which he was so nominaled or elected, he shall
aulomatically ccase to be a member ol the Council.

'Clause (1) was subslituted for the original by 5. 6{1}b) of thc West Bengal Public
Librarics {Amendment) Aet, 1985 (West Den. Acl XX1V ol 1985).

*The words wilhin the square brackets were substituied for the wards “Education
Depariment™ by s. 5{c) ol the West Bengal Public Libraries { Amendment) Act, 1994 (West
Ben, Act XLI of 1994).

*Clausc {m) was substituied lor the eriginal chwse by s. 6(1)(c) of the West Benpal
Public Librories (Amendment) Acl, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985).

1Clause (mm) was insencd by s. 6(1){d). ibid.
*The words within the square brackels were substiwnted forthe words “Adult Educnlion™

by s. 3(d) of thc West Benga! Nublic Libraries {Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act
XL1 of 1994}, :

*Clouse (n) was substituted for the ariginal clause by s. 6(1){e) of the West Bengal
Public Libranes (Amendment) Acl, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985).

*Clauses (o) and {oo} were substiluled for original clause {o) by s. 5{¢} ol the Wesl
Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI1 of 1994},

"The waords within the square brackets were substiiuied for the words “three years:"”
by s. 6(2) of the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben, Act
XXIV af 1985),

273
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[Wesi Ben. Act
{Chapter Il.—The Srate Library Conncil.—Seciions 3, 6.)

FS;EEG"WT 15, A public library shall perform such functions and discharge

-,p;bmry_"'-‘ such duties as the Govemment may deiermine.

Appoinl- 6. The Government shall appoint a }[Director of Library Services]

'r‘l‘:l‘::l’(‘":l‘; of imaccordance with the rules made under this Act and the Director shall,

Director. subject to the control of the Government, discharge the following

[enctions:—

(2) maintain a register of “|public libraries and recognised
libraries;]

b} manage the State Central Library and the public libraries
established or maintained by the Government and
superintendent and direct all matters relating Lo such [jbraries;

{bb) supervise and conlrol subject o the provisions of this Acl
and the rules made thereunder, all olher public libraries;

*{c) declare, by notification, from lime 10 lime the names and
addresses of the public libraries in the State;

%(d) superinend and direct all matters relating Lo the wark of all
Local Libracy Aulhorities under this Act and take such steps
as he may consider necessary, if any action taken by a Local
Library Authority is in violation of any direction of the
Govemment or is in contravention of any provision of this
Act or the rules made thereunder;

(dd) disapprove any action or decision ol a Local Library
Authority, if such action violates any direction of the
Government or such decision is inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act or the riles made thereunder, and
report the fact of such disapproval in the subsequent meeling
of the Council; )

'Section S was substiluled for the ariginal by 5. 7 of the West Bengal Public Libraries
{Amendoicnl) Act, 1985 (West Oen, At XXIV of 1985). Thereafter the same was
resubstituled by s. 6 6f the Wesl Bengal Public Librarics (Amendiment) Act, 1994 (West
Hen. Act XL1 of 1993),

“The words within the square brackels wrse substiluted for the words “"Director of
Libraries™ by &, 3 of the West Bengal Public Libmnes (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben,
Acl VI af 1982).

¥The wards within the square brackets were subslituted for the words “public libraries”
by s. 7(1) of the Wes1 Bengnl Public Libmries {Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben, Act
XLT af 1994). Prior to this substistian the word “public* was substituted for the ward
“recogaiscd” by s. B(a) af the YWesr Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1985 {West
Ben. Ael XXIV aof 1GES5).

‘Clauses (BY and (bb) were substiluted for the ariginal clause (b) by s. Bib). ibid.

ICkause (¢) was substituted Tor the ariginal by s. 8(e), ibid.

*Clause {d) was substituled for the original by s. 8(d). ihid.

"Clause (dd) was inscrted by s. 8(e), ibid.
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XXXIX of 1979.]

{Chapter IL.—The State Library Conncil —Section 7.)

(e} submit to the Government and to the Council the annual
report and other reports from time 1o time on the working
of all public libraries and Local Library Autherities;

(0 inspect or cause 10 be inspecied periodically through officers
authorised in this behalf all the public ** * * libraries;

(g) take steps for removal of defccts in the working of any such
library as the reperls on inspection of the libraries by the
officers authorised under clause ([) may disclose and take
measures for enforeing the rules as may be made in this
behalf and in appropriate cases oblain approval of the
Govemment for derecognilion of Lthe library or dscontinuance
of financial and other assistance 1o such library in the event
of persistent failure to abide by the rules made under this
Act ar otherwise which in his opinion warranis such action;

(h) guide, contral and supervise the functioning of the *[public
libraries:]

i(hl) convene the meetings of the Council, keep the records of

the proceedings Lhereof and report to the Council the

decistons of the Government on all matters relating to public
libraries and public library system;

(i} take appropriale sieps for prasccution of persons responsible

for any [oss or injury caused to *[any public library;] .

§ii) implement the decisions of the Council after such decisions |
are approved by the Govemmenl and report to the Council "
about such implementation from time o hme;

(j} perform such other duties und exercise such other powers
in accordance with this Act or the rules made thereunder.

7. (1) There shall be a ®[Direclorale of Library Services] to be Directorale
constituled by the Government for the purposes of this Act with such gr: TL’:;E{“IW
" number of officers and cmployees as may be prescribed.

'Clause (e) was substitnied for the original by s. 8{[) of the Wesl Bengal Public
Libraries (Amendment} Act, 1985 {West Bengal Act XX1V ol 1985).
*The words “and reeogniscd” were omitted by s, B(g), ibid.
*The wards within the square brckets were substiluled for the word "libraries:” by
s.r?l(g;:)l'thc Wesl Bengal Public Libranies (Amendinent) Act, 1994 (\West Ben. Act XLI
o .
‘Clause (hh) was inseried by s. 8(h) of the Wesi Bengol Public Librarics {Amendment)
Act, 1985 (\West Bert. Act XXIV of 1985). |
“The words within the square brackets were substiluted for the words “any library;" i
by s. 7(3) af the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment} Act, 1994 (West Ben, Act i
XLI of 1994). i
*Clause (ii) was insenied by s. 7(4}, ibid.
"The wards within the square brackets were substiluled for the word “libraries.” by
S'Idl[;?lg)r ihe West Bengal Public Librarics {Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben, Act YT
[ . |
FThe wonds within the square brackels were substiluted for the words ““Directomte
ol Librurics™ by s. dib), ibid.
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[West Ben. Act

{Chapier lIl.—Local Library Authorities.—Section 8.)

(2) The olficers and stuff of the ![Direciorate of Library Services)
shall be wholetime Government employees and the terms and conditions
of their services shaill be such as may be prescribed.

CHAPTER III
Local Library Authorities

8. (1) For the purpose of organizing and administering public
libearies tn the State, there shall be constituted by the Government Local
Library Authority for each district }excepl the district of Darjeeling
where there shall be a Lecal Library Authority for each of the areas
within the jurisdiction of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council and the
Siliguri Mahakima Parishad.]

(2) *fEach Local Library Authority, excepl the Local Library Authority
for each of the areas within the jurisdiction of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council and the Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad,] shall be consists of:—

(i) the District Magistrale of the district {other than Calcutta)
or his nominee not below the rank of Sub-divistonal Officer
or, in1he case of Calcutla, the Director, shall be the Chairman;

(ii) the District Library Officer, who shall function as ex-officio
Member-Secretary of the Local Library Authorily:

(il1) the Dislrict Social Education Officer;

3(iiia) the distrfct Information Officer;

f(iv) two representatives of the employees of different public
libraries to be elected rom amaongst themselves in the manner
prescribed;

(v} two members to be nominated by the Government from
amongst the Commissioners of the municipalities, or
Councillors of the Corporalion, within Lhe distriet;

"The wards within the square brackets were substituted I'or the wurds “Directorate of
Libmnies” by 5. 4(¢), of lhe West Bengal Public Librries (Amendment) Acl, 1982 (West
Ben. Act VIII of 1982).

*The words within the square brackets were inserted by s. 3{1} ol 1he Wrst Bengal
Publi¢c Libmries {Amendment) Acl, 1998 (\West Ben. Act Vil of 1Y98).

*The words within the square brackets were substitwed for the words “The Local
Library Auwthorly for each district™ by s, 3(2), ibid.

Clause (i) was substituted (or the eriginal by 3. 9(1¥n) of the Wesi Bengal Public
Librarics (Amendment} A, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). Prior to this substilution
the words *, or, in the ease ol Caleutta, the Dircclor,” were inseried by s, 5(a) of the West
Bcngul Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1982 (\West Ben. Act VIII af 1982),

*Clause (iia) was insericd by s. 3{1}(a) of the West Bengal Public Libraries {(Amendment)
Act, 1994 (\West Ben. Act XL of 1994),

"Clause (iv) was substituied for the aniginal by 5. 9(1Xb) of the Wes1 Benpgal Public
Libmries (Amendment) Acl, 1985 (West Hen. Act XXIV of 1985),

"Clause (v) was substituied for the oniginal by s, 8(1){b} of the Wesl Bengal Public
Libraries (Amendmenl) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI af 1994), Prior to this subslilulion
the wards “or, in the case of Calcuita, frem umongst the Councillors of the Corporation”
were added by 5. 5(b) of the Wesl Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West
Ben. Act VI of 1982).

————
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XXXIX of 1979.]

{ Chaprer . —Local Libreny Anthoritics.—Section 8.)

{vi} lwo representatives of the districl branch of the Bengal
Library Association (o be nominated by the Excculive
Committee of the suid Assogiation;

(vii) one person lo be nominated by the Sabhadhipati [rem
amongst the members ol the Zifla Parishad in \he district
Yor, in the case ol Calcutta, 1o be nominated by the Mayar
of the Corporation from amongst (the Councillors of the
Corporalion],

(viii} lwo persons nominuled by the Government from amongst
the members of the Panchayar Samitis in the district *for,
in the case of Calculla, from amongsl the persons interested
in Yibrary services];

*ix) Lwo persons nominaled by the Government from amongst
the members of the managing committees of public libraries;

“(ixn) four persons representing the inlerest of education, social
work, cullural, literary or arlistic activily, or lileracy or
science movemenl, to be nominated by the Government;

5% % * * * % *
b % % * » * *
% * - * * * *

(xiii) two M.L.A.s of Ihe district 1o be nominaled by the
Government;

Yxiv) the Librarians of District Libraries.

*(2A) The Lacal Library Authority for the area within the jurisdiction
of the Silipuri Mahakiuma Parishad (hereinafter referred to in Lhis sub-
section as the area) shall consist af—

(1) the District Magistrale of the district of Darjeeling or his
namince, nol below the rank of Sub-divisional OFfficer, who
shall be the Chairman of the Locul Library Authority;

“The words within the square brackets were added by s. 5{(c) ol the West Beagal Public
Eihrcies {(Amendment) Act, 1982 {WesL Ben, Act VU of 1982),

“The words within the syuare brackeis were added by 5. 5(d), ibid
*Clause (ix) was substituied for the original by s. 5(e), ibid.

*Clavse (ixa) was inserted by s. 8(F)(c) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment}
Act 1994 (West Ben. Act XL1 af 1994),

"Clause (x) was omitted by s. 8(1)(d), ibiel.

‘Clause (zi) was omiued by 5. 8(1)e), fbid.

"Clause (xii) was omilted by 5. S¢1)(N, ibid.

"Clawse (xiv) was substituied Jor the ariginal by s. 5(f) of the West Bengal Mublic
Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Bea, Aet VIIT of 1982).

*Sub-seetiony (2A) and (2B) were inserted by 5. 3(3) of the West Bengol Public
Libraries {Amendmenty Act, 1998 {(West Den. Acc VI al 1998).
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(ii} the District Library Officer who shall funclion as the ex
officic Member-Secretary of ihe Local Library Authority;

(iii) the District Social Educalion Officer:
{iv) the District Information Officer:

(v) wwo representatives of the employees of dilferent public
libraries in the area to be elected from amongs! themselves
in the manner prescribed;

(vi} two members to be nominated by the Goverminent from.
amongst the Councillors of the Municipalities, or the
Councillors of the Municipal Corporniion, within the district
ol Darjeeling;

(vii) two represenistives of the district branch af the Bengal
Library Association to be naminated by the Executive
Commitee of the said Association;

(viii) one person to be nominated by the Sabhadhipati of the
Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad from amongsi the members of
the Siliguri Maiaksma Parishad;

{(fx) two persons o be nominated by the Government from
amongst the members of the Pancliayar Samitis in the arca;

{x} two persons to be nominated by the Govemment rom
amongst the members of the managing commitlees of the
public libraries in the area;

{xi) four persons representing the interest of education, social
work, cultural, lilerary or arlistic activity, or literacy or
science movement, lo be nominated by the Government;

(xii} two Members of the Legislative Assembly from ihe area,
(0 be nominated by the Gavernment;

(xiii) the Librarians of the District Libraries in the area;

(2B} The Local Library Authority for the area within the jurisdiction
of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (hereinafler referred (o in this
sub-section as the area} shall consist of—

(i) lhe'Principal Secretary ol the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council,
who shall be the Chairman of the Local Library Authority;

{ii) the District Library Officer who shall function as the ex
officia Member-Secrelacy of the Local Library Authority:

(iif) the District Social Education Qfficer;

{iv) the Disiricl Information Qfficer:

'See Tont-note 2 on page 277, anie.
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(v} Lwo representatives ol the employees of dillerenl public
libraries in Lhe area 10 be elecled from smongst themselves
in the manner prescribed;

(vi) two members to be nominaled by the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council from amongst the Councillors of the
Municipalities within the arca:

(vii) two representatives of the district branch of the Bengal
Library Association 10 be nominated by the Execulive
Commillez of lhe said Associalion;

(viii}) one person Lo be nominuted by the Chairman of the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council from amongst the Councillors of Lthe
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council;

(ix) two persons lo be nominated by the Darjecling Gorkha Hill
Council from amongst the members of the Panchayat Saniitis
in the area;

{x) two persons 1o be nominated by the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council [rom amongst the members of the managing
committees of the public libraries in the arca;

{xi) four persons representing the interest of educalion, social
work, cultural, literary or artislic aclivity, or literacy or
science movement, 0 be nominated by the Government;

(xi1) lwo Members of the Legislative Assembly from the area,
Lo be nominated by the Government on the recommendalion
of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council;

(xiil) the Librarians of the District Libraries in the area.

(3) The members, other than the ex-officie members, shatl hold
office '[for a period of four years or till the Local Library Authorily is
reconslituled, whichever is carlier:]

Pravided that if a nominated or an elected member ceases to hold
the position by virtue of which he was so nominated or elected, he shall
auwtomatically cease 1o be a member of the Local Library Authorily.

9. Every Local Library Authority shall be a body corporale, by the  Local
name of the arca for which it is constituted, shall have perpetual succession kﬁ‘;‘l‘gﬂy
and a common seal, and may suc or be sued in ils corporale name, and  shallbea
shall have the right of acquiring, holding or transferring properly, movable }:’gdm{mlc
or immevable, al entering inlo contracts and of doing all things necessary,

proper or expedient, for the purposes for which it is conslituled.

"The words wilhin the square brackels were substituted for the worls “for a period
ol four years:™ by 5. 8(2) of the West Hengal Public Libmres {Amendment) Act, 1994
{(Wesl Ben. Act XU of 1994), Prior o this substitution the words “four years™ were
substituted for the words “three years” by s. 9(2) of the West Bengal Public Libraries
(Amendment) Act, 1985 {West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985),
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{ Chapter Hi.—Local Library Authurities.—Section 10.)

10. A Loecal Library Authorily may—

(a) provide suitable lan ds and buildings for public librarics and
alsa the furniture, filtings, malerinls and convenicnces
requisite herefor;

I{b) slock public libraries with different kinds ol printed, audia-
visual and reprographic malerials and any other thing suitable
for the purpose of public libraries:

Ybb) maintain a register of the public libraries [within its
jurisdiction] and inspect or cawse lo be inspected all such
libraries;

(e} employ from time to lime the officess and staff of the
S[sponsored public libraries declared as such under section
16A] in such manner and on such terims and conditions as
may be prescribed *(or directed by the Government],

{d) with the previous sanction of the Government, close or
discantinuc any public library organised or run by it or
change the site thereol;

(e} recommend to the Director for withdrawal of recognitton
of, or discontinuance of Government gruni 1o, any "fsponsaored
public library declared as such under section 10A:)

() accept, with the previous sanction of the Director, any gift
of books, or with the previous sanction of the Government,
any other ¢ifi or endowment for any purpose connecled with
its actviues,

Yy imptemenl the decisions of the Govemmenl and submit lo
the Government the annual reporl and other reports from
time te time on the working of the pubtic libraries and the
public Yibrary sysiem %fwithin its jurisdiction;)

IClause (b) was substituted for the orginal by 5. 1) of the West Bongal Public
Libranes (Amendmenl) Acl, [994 (Wes Ben, Act XL of 1994).

*Chiuse (bb) was inscried Ly ». [D{x} of the West Bengai Public Libruries (Aniendment)
Act, 1985 (West Den. Act XXV of 1985},

*The words wilhin the square bmckets werc subsiituted for e words “in the district™
by s, 4(1) ol the West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendment} Act. 1998 {West Ben. Act
VIl of 1998).

*Clause (¢} wns substiluied for the original by s. 10{b) of the West Benpnl Public
Libraries {Amendiment) Ael, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXiV ol 1985),

¥The wards. figunzs und letrer within thz square brackets were substituedd far the words
“public librarics™ by s. 9(2}a) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994
{West Ben Act XL of 1994),

*The words wilhin the square brackels were inseried by 5. W2)(h). {bid.

TThe words, lgures and letler sithin the square brackets were substituled feg the words
“puhlic librasies:” by 5. 93} of the West Bengal Poblic Librries (Amendmeat) Act, 1994
(West Ben. Act XL af 1994),

*Clause (£1) was inscried by 5. 10{c) of the Wes1 Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment)
Agct, 1985 (West Hen, Act XXV of 1985).

¥Ihe words within the square brackets were substituted for the words ™in the district;”
by 8 4(2) of the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amenadment) Ach. 1998 (\Wesi Ben. Act
¥il af 1998).
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(g} provide for leclures and seminars on lopical subjects and
the holding of classes:

'(zg) advise the public libraries about different services to be
rendered and implement the dircctions of the Governmenl
regarding standards of public library services;

'(ggo) develop n integrated public librory system *[within ils
jurisdiciion) thraugh supervision, conlrol and iater-library
co-operative programmes and activilies;

'{ggge) organize book fairs, seminars, exhibilions and other similar
pragrummes *[in dilferent areas within its jurisdiclion] Lo
popularize library services and to grow reading habits;

Yeggep) organize library services for neo-Hierates and children;

(h} in general, doeverything necessary Lo carry out the purposes
of this Act.

0A. (1) If, at any time, the Government is of opinion that a Local
Library Authority has failed to perform its funclions or has exceeded
or abused any of the powers conferred on ia by or under this Act or the
rules made thercunder, the Governinent may communicate the particulars
thereof to that Local Library Authority asking it to remedy such failure,
excess or abuse or Lo submilio the Government a salisfaclory explanation
{or such fuilure, excess or abuse, within such lime as may be fixed by
the Government, and il the Local Library Authorily does not remedy
such failure, excess or abuse or submit the ex planatian to the Govenunem
wilhin the time so fixed ar if the explanation submitled by the Local
Library Authority is not found satisfactory, the Gevernment may, in
cansultation with the Council, by order supersede the Local Library
Authority for such peried as the Governmenl may consider expedient:

Pravided thal such supersession shall not be for a period of mare than
one year and such period may, for reusons lo be recorded in wriling, be
extended by a period not exceeding one year.

(2) When aLocal Library Authorily is superseded under sub-seclion
(1), then, with effect from the date of the order of supersession,—

{a) all the members of the Local Library Authority shail be
deemed 1o have vacated their offices:

'Clauses {gg) to (pgeeg) were inserted by s. %d) of the West Bengal Public Libtaries
{(Amendment) Acl, 1994 {(West Ben, Act XL1 of 1994).

*The words within the square brackels were substituted for the words “in the disiriet”
by 5. 4(3} of 1the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1998 (West Ben. Act
VI of 1998).

*The words within the square brackets were substituted for the waords “in different paris
of the disiricl™ by 5. 4(4), ibid.

‘Scction 10A was inserted by 5. 11 of the West Bengal Public Libraries {(Amendment)
Act, 1985 (Wesl Ben. Act XXTV of 1985).
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(b} the Govermment inay appoint an Administrator or an Ad-
hoe Committee consisting of such persans and in sich
mianner a8 ihe Government may tink fit, and, therenpaon,
the Adminisirator or the Ad-hoe Commitiee, as the case
may be, shall exercise all the powers and perform afl the
duties of the Local Librury Authorily,

(3} The Governmeni may, at any timc during the period of
supersession, reconstitte the Local Library Authority in accordance
with the provisions of section 8, and upon such reconslitution of 1he
Local Library Authority, the Admiristralor or the Ad-hoc Committec,
as the case may be, shall cease 10 exisl and the Local Library Autharily
shall function in accordance with the provisions of this Acl.

11, A propertics, inovable or immovable, acquired or held [ar the
purpose of auy sponsorced hibrary declared as such under section 16A
inany arca shall vestin the Local Library Authority for that area without
liabilities, if any, of such sponsored public lthrary.

12. Subjectio the provisions uf this Actand Lhe rules made thereunder,
a Local Library Authority may, with the previous approval of the
Government, make regulations generally (o carry oul the purposes of Lhis
Actand, without prejudice Lo the generality of this power, such regulalions
may provide {for—

(a) the admission of persons lo public libaries in its area on such
conditions ¥* * * it may specily:

{b) reqguiring from persons desiring 1o use such [ibraries any
guaranice or security against injury lo, or misuse, destruction
ar loss of the property of such librurics:

(¢} the manner in which the property of such Tibraries shall be
used to ensure the pratection of such property from injury,
(misuse, deslruction or loss; and

(@) awthorise its officers and cmployees lo exclude or remove
from any such library any person wlo contravenes or [ails
10 comply with the provisions of this Acl or the rules or
regulaiions made thereunder,

13, (1}-H, at any time, the Governmenl is of opinion thal any
regulation made under this Act by a Leeal Library Aulhorily should be
cancelled or modified cither wholly or in part, it shall canse the teasons

18ection 11 was substituted for the origiral by s. L0 of the Yest Bengal Public Librarics
{Amendmem) Act, 1994 {West Ben. Act XLE of 1994,

*The words “and on payntent of such Fees” wene UI'I"IIlILd bys 12 ol the West Bengal
Public Libraries {Amendnentl Acr 108 AVnre = -

A
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for such opinion to be comununicated to such Local Library Authority,
and shall specily a reosonable peried within which such Local Library
Authority may make any representation with regard thereto which it may
think fit.

(2} Afler receipl and consideration of any such representation, or,
if in the meantime no such representation is received, after the expiry
ol the specified period, the Government may, ot any time, by natilication
cancel or modify such regulation, either wholly or in part.

(3) The cancellalion or medificalion of a regulation under sub-
section (2) shall take effect from such date as the Government may in
the said notification direct, or if no such date is specified, then from the
daie of publication of the said nolification excepi os to anything done
or suffered or omilled (o be done before such dale.

'14. A Locul Library Authority may appoint a commillee or  Committec or
committees consisting of such of its members as it may deem [it lo Etf‘l"'.gc“:l““
assist the Local Library Authority in carrying out the purposes of this  Library
Acl. Authonily.

15. (1) As soon as possible after a Local Library Authority is  Prepamiion
constiluted, and thereafter il required by Lhe *{Government), every Local ~ ©f seheme,
Library Authority shall prepare a scheme for establishing libraries and
for spreading library service within its area and submil it o the
}|Government] for sanction. The ¥[Government) *[may, in consultation
wilh the Council, sanction] il with such modifications and additions, if
any, as he may think fit and the Local Library Authority shall give effect
lo the scheme as may be sanclioned by the *[Government].

(2) The [Governmenl] may sue moti or on an applicalion by the
Local Library Authority concerned modify any scheme sanclioned under
sub-xection (1) or replace it by a new scheme.

*18A. The Government may, from lime to lime, give such direction  Powerto

10 a Local Library Autharily as it may consider necessary for the purposes 5;::‘:[]“ 0

of Lhis Act. the Local
Library
Authorly.

'Section 14 was substituted for the original by s. 13 of the West Bengat Public Libraries
“{Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985).

*The word within the square brackels was substiluted for the word “Direclor”™ by
§. 11 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendiment] Act. 1994 {West Ben, Acl XLI
of 1994),

*The words within the squarce brackets wese substiluied for the words “may sanction™
by s. 14 of the West Bengal Public Libmrcs (Amendment) Act. 1985 (West Ben, Act
XXV of 1985). i

Section 15A was inserted by s, 15 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment)
Act, 1985 {West Ben. Act XX1V of 1983).
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116. The Governmenl shall appeint a person to be called the District
Library OlFcer on such terms and conditions as may he prescribed. The
District Library Officer shal) exercise such powers and perform such
duties as may be prescribed.

16A. (1) Any library (other than s Government public Yibraryl)
funictioning as a district library or sub-divisional library or town library
or arca library or rural library or primary unit library and receaiving aid
from the District Magistrate or the District Social Edueation Officer or
the District [ibrary Officer ar any other ollicer of the Governmens
towards the payruent of sulariex of s employees or for any other purpose,
maoy be declared by the Government as a sponsored public library and
vrerevpon the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder shall
apply to such library.

Explanation.—¥or the purposes of this sub-section, 2 “disiricl library”,
“soh-divisional Library™, “town tibrary”, “area library”, “rural library”
or “primary unil library” shall respectively mean a library [unctioning
as a districl library, sub-tlivisional library, tawn libeary, area Jibrary,
rural library or primary anit library ina dissrich, by whotever ninoe called,
and rccognised by the Governiment as such.

(2} Any libracy which is not “[a Government public lhrary) may,
on application in the prescribed manrer, be declered by the Government
as u spounsored public library and thereupen the provisions of this Act
and the rutes made thereunder shall apply to such library.

(3) Nowwithstanding anything contaired in sub-sections (1) and (2),
the Goverminenl may, if it considers neeessary so [0 do, Sponpsor any
tibrary and declare it to be a sponsored public library and thereupon the
provisions of this Act and the rules made thercunder shall apply w such
library.

Explanation.—TFor the purpose of 1his sub-section. a library established
under a schenie referred (o in section 15 shall be deemed o he a
spansnred public libeary.

{4) Any library, not being a public library, registered or deemed to
have heen regislered under the West Bengal Sacielies Registration Act,
1961, or any librury, not being a public tibrary, established or managed
by any society or association of indivitiuals, registered or deecmed w have

'Seclion Lh wis substtuted for the original by s. 16 of the West Bengal Pubiic Librardes
{Amendinenty Aol TYRS (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1085)

*Sectian [6A was tnaccted by 5. U, el

e words within the square brackes were substivted far the words “u publéc liboary
and the Sinle Central Libmry™ by s, 12{a) of the West Hengal Public Lisrarizs (Amendment)
Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLIE ol [994).

The wistds within the square hrackers wene subsiituted for the words "a public lihrary
or the Stae Central Libeury” by <. VXB), ibid.

et
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been registered under that Act shall, on being declared 1o be a sponsared
public library, cease to be a library registered or deemed to have been
registcred under that Act or a library eslablished or managed by such
societly or association of individuals and thereupon the provisions of this
Act and the rules made thereunder shall apply 1o such library.

(5) The sponsored public libraries shall be managed in lhe manncr
prescribed.

(6) The employees of the spensored public libraries. as approved by
the District Magistrate or the District Social Education Officer or the
District Library Officer or the District Advisory Council for Social
Education or the Directar of Public Instruction or lhe Local Library
Authority or the Direclor of Library Services, shall be deemed o be
the employees of the Local Library Authority and the 1erms and
conditions of service of such employees shall be such as may be
prescribed.

"16B. (1) 1ifand when the Government creales more than one district
by dividing any existing district ¢hereinafler referred to as the fariner
districl) under any law for the time being in force, the Government
shall dissolve the Local Library Authority for the former district
with effect from such dale bs the Goverunent may by notilication
appoint.

(2) Upon the dissolution of the Local Library Authority for the
[ormer districl under sub-section {1),-—

(a) the members of the said Local Library Authority shall be
deemed 1o have vacaled their respective olfices, and

(b) any committee appointed by the said Local Library Authority
under section 14 shall stand dissolved, and the members of
the said commillee shall be deemed 10 have vacated their
respective offices, lorthwith.

{3) Nouwithslanding anything contained in this Acl or in any other
law for the lime bcing in force, the Local Library Authority for the
former district or any commitlee appointed by the said Local Library
Authorily under section 14 shall, until the said Local Library Authority
is dissolved under sub-section (1), continue to exercise all the powers,
discharge all the duties and perform all the functions of the Local Libracy
Aulhority or the commitiee, as the case may be, under this Act or the
rules or the regulations made thereunder as if the former district has nol
been divided into more than ane district.

iSection 1613 was insened by 5. 2 of the West Bengal Public Librarics {Amendment)
Act, 1993 (West Oen, Act XITT af 1993).
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(4) Notwithstanding artything contained in this Act or in sy other
law for the time being in fosce,—

(a} anything done or any action taken by the Local Library
Authority for the former district under this Acl or the rules
or the regulations made thereunder prior lo (he dissolutian
of the said Local Libracy Authority under sub-section (1),
and

{b) any regutations made, or orders issued under the provisions
of this Act or the rules or the regulations made therewnder,

and continuing in force immediately before such dissolution, shall, upon
the constitulion under sub-section {1} of section § of the Local Library
Authority for the districts created by dividing the former district, be
apphicable to the Local Libreary Authority For each such disirict and shall
continpe in force in so far as they arc nol inconsistent with the provisions
of lhis Act or the rules or the regulations made thereunder until they are
repealed or amended.
(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act—
(a) the properties, lunds and lizbililies of the Local Aulhority
for the former districi, and
(b} the officers and stalf of the public libraries employed by the
said Local Library Authority under clause () of section 10
and bholding office immediately before the dissolution of the
said Loecal Library Aulhority,
shall be delermined and apportioned between the Local Libeary Authorities
constiluted under sub-section (1) of section 8 lar ihe districts created by
dividing the former disiriet, in such manner as may be prescribed, and
such delerminaticn and opportionment shall be final.

CHAPTER 1V

Finance and Accounts

- 17, (1) Every Local Library Autherity shall maintain @ library fund
out of which payments under this Act shall be met.
{2} There shall be crediled to the library fund the [ollowing sums—
(a) contribulions, giits and income from endowiments made o
the Local Library Authority [orthe benefit of public [ibraries:
(b) granis which the Government may make for the peneral
mamtenance oc for any specific purpose connected with
libraries or social education;

{c) any amounl collected by the Local Library Authority under

any rules or regulations made under Lhis Act.
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17A. The Government may from time to time make such grant to
a Local Library Authority or a library for management (including payment
of salaries of employees), mainlenance, improvement and development
of library scrvices or for any othcr purpose as it may think fit.

17B. A Local Library Authority or a library may incur expendilire
out of the library fund for carrying oul the purposes of this Acl:

Provided that no expenditure shall be incurred by a Local Library
Authoritly or a library without the prior approval of the Government lar
any purpose other than a purpose for which a grant has been made by
the Government under section 17A.

18. (1) Anaccount of all assets and liabilities of each Local Library
Authority and of all conlributions, gifts and income from endowments,
grants made by the Government, any amount cellected by the Local
Library Authonily under any rules made under this Actshall be maintained
in the preseribed manner,

(2) The account shall be audited annually in such manner and by
such officer or authority as may be prescribed. A copy of Lhe audit report
shall be submitled to the Government in the prescribed manner.

CHAPTER V
Miscellaneous

19. No act of the Council or of a Lecal Library Autherity shall be
deemed 1o be invalid by reason only of the exisience of any vacancy,
initial or subsequent, or any defeet, in the constilution of the Council
or the Authority.

20. Every Local Library Authorily and every person-in-charge of a
public library shall submit such reports and returns and furmish such
information 1o the Director or any person asuthorised by him in this behall
as the Director or the person s0 authorised may, from (ime to lime,
require.

21. The Director or any person authorised by hitm in this behalf may
inspect any public library or any instiwtion attached thereto for the
purpose of satisfying himsell that the provisions of this Act and the rules
made thereunder are duly carried out.

*Sections 17A and 17B were inscried by s. 18 of the West Bengal Public Libraries
{Amendmcni) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV ol 19835).
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22. (1) Whaoever contravenes any provision of this Act or of any
rules made thereunder shall, if no other penalty is provided therefor in
any other Act, be punishable with fine which may extend (o two hundred
and filty rupees or if having becn previously convicted of such offence
is again convicted of an offence under this Act, with fine which may
extend te five hundred rupees,

(2) No court shall ke cognizance of any offence under this Acl
excepl on a writien complaint made by the Direcior or by any person
auwthorised by the Director in this behalf.

23. (1) The Government '[may, in consultation with the Council, by
notification,] make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular and without prejudice 1o the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the matters
which may be or are required to be prescribed or made by rules.

{3) All rules made under this section shall, as soon as may be, after
they are made, be laid before the House of the State Legislature for 14
days and shall be subject to such modification as the State Legislature
may make during the session in which they aré so laid.

24. The Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, shall, in ils
application to the Slate of West Bengal, be amended as follows:—

(1) forclause (a} of the first paragraph of section 9, the following
clause shall be substituted:—

“(a) in any case, within one calender month alter the day
on which any book shall first be delivered out of the
press, thice such copies and™;

(2) insection 11, for the first paragraph, the following parageaph
shall be substituted:—

*Out of the three capies delivered pursuant to clause (a)
of the first paragraph of section 9 of this Act, one copy shall
be sent to the Central Library, and the remaining copies
shall be disposed of in such manner as the Government may
from time 1o time determine.”.

‘The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words "may, by
natification™, by s. 19 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West
Ben. Act XXIV of 1985).

25 of 1867.





