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West Bengal Act XXXIX of 1979' 

THE WEST BENGAL PUBLIC LTBRARIES 
ACT, 1979. 

An Act ro provide for rlrc e.~rablisfmru~rt ofprrblic libraries i r i  rlie Slure 
of \vest Betrgol crrrd 10 reg~rla~e. giridc '[conlrol and s~rpervise rhc 
librarie.~] as nlh-u 10 provide for a cotrryi-cl~c~~sive rtrral arrd trr lran 

3[libraqi a d  it~or~~~arior~ serviccl ill fire Stale of Wext Bertgul. 

. . 

W t ~ s ~ m s  i~ is expcdicnt Lo provide for thc cslablishment of public 
libraries in  he State of Wesl Bengal and LO regulale. guide '[conlrol and 
supervise the libraries] as also lo providc Tor a comprel~ensive rural and 
urban s[library and information scrvice] in the S~ale  or Wcsl Bengal; 

Wcsl Ben. Acr VIlT of 1982. 
West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985, 
Wcst Bcn. Ac( XI11 OF 1993. 
Wesi Ben. Act XLl of 1994. 
West Ben. Act VII of 1998. 

Tt is hereby enac~ed  in ~ h c  Thirtieth Year of the Republic of India, 
by the Legislalure of West Bcngal. as follows:- 

CHAPTER I 

1. ( I )  This ACL may be cnllcd Lhe Wesl Bengal Public Libraries shon ~it lc.  

Act, 1979. cstcnt and 
cnmmcncc- 
mcnt, 

- (2) It extends to the whole or West Bengal. 

'For Stnrcmcnl of Objccls and Kezons, see rhc CnlcrrItu Cutt~rc. f i ~ r u o r ( i i t r u ~ ,  Pan 
IV oftlic 24h August, 1979, page 16M; for procccdings o l  thc W w  Bcngul Lcgislniivc 
Assembly, see rhc procccdings ofthe rnecting oilha1 A~scmbly hcld on tltc 121h Scptemkr. 
1979. 

' k c  wurrls within thcsquvc bnckcrs rvcrc suhsrilulcd Car he words "cot~rrol, supcn~isc 
nlrd lo jimrtt rrcogllirio~t 10 rlrc f.~i.sIbrg lii~rurirs ill tirc Slflle" by 5. 2 of Ihc Wcsl Bcngal 
Public L i b n r i a  (Amcndmcnr) Acr. 1985 (Wcsl Bcn. Acl XXlV of 1985). 

Ylhc words wi~hin ihc s q u m  bnckcls were substirurcd for the words "libnry scrvicc" 
by s. 2 of the Wcst Bcngnl Publilr Libnrics (Amendrncnl) Acl, 1994 (Wcsr Bcn. Acr XLI 
01 1994). 

'Thc rvords within thcquan: bncke~s were subslilutcd for lhc words "conlrol, supervi.ce 
and lo gnnr recognition lo the existing lihrariu in rhc Slate" by s. 3 of  h c  Wcst Bcngal 
Public Libnrics (Amcndment) Acl. I985 (Wcst Rcn. Acl XXIV of 1985). 

m c  words within ~ h c  squaw bnckcrs were suhstilulcd Tor rhc words "libnry scrvitc" 
by s. 3 o f d ~ c  Wcs~ Bcngal Public Libr~rics (A~nend~ncnt) Act. 1994 (\Vest Bcn. Acl XLl 
or 1994). 
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(3) This section shall comc into farce at once and the remaining 
7: scciion shall come ia~o force on such dareor dales as [he Stale Govemrnenr 

may, by notificarion in the Oj,cinf Gazcrre, appin l  and dilierent dates 
may be appointed for different seelions or this Act. 

2. 111 illis Act. unless the cotltexl otherrvisc requires,- 
I *  * * X * * * 

?(nit) "Calcuua Me~ropolilnn Library" means the District 1-ibmry 
in Cnlcutla declared by [he State Oovcrnmenl ns such; 

I*  * * * 'C * * 
](bb) "Corporarion" means thc Calculla Mut~icipal Corporation 

eslablislied undcr the Calcutta Municinal Covoradon Act. Wtsr Bcn. 

1980: ACI LIX or 
ISSO. 

'@bb) "Darjeeling Gorkha Aulottomous Hill Council" means the 
~ a r j e e l i n ~ - ~ o r k h a  Au tonornoas Hill Council consliluled 
under [he Dnrjceling Gorkha Aulonomous Hi l l  Council Acr, wcsr Bcn. 

19x8; A c l  X1II or 
19M. 

(c) "Director" llieans the Director of 51Library Services] 
appointed under section 6: 

"(d 'Dislricl" means a dislricr or West Bcngal and includes 
Calcultrr as defined in [he Calcufin Municipal Corporalion 
Acl, 1980: 

I* * * 4 * * * 
'(ddd) "Dislrict Library Officer" means the person appoinred to be 

called ~ h c  Di s t r i c~  Library OTficer undcr " * * wction 16; 

'Clause< (a) and (b) wcrc orniilcd by s. 4(a) or ihc Wtcl Bengal Public Libmrics 
(Amcndmcnl) Ac!. 1985 (Wcsr Bcn. A c l  XXIV 01 1985). 

'Clause (pa) \vax insencd by r,  2(1) of drc West Hcngnl Public Libnries (Alncndrnen~) 
Act, 1982 (Wcst Bcn. AFI VIIl or 1982) w,c.b 15.7.1982. 

'Clausc (bb) w m  inscncd by 5. 2(2), ibirl. Thcrcdfcr. ~ h c  sanic WLS subs~iiulcd by s. 
d(b) or thc Wts! Bengal Public Libr;lr;es (Arncndrrlcrll) Acl, 19BS (\Yes1 Bcn. ACL XXIV 
of 1985). 

'Clause (bbh) rvas ioscncd by s. 2(l)of ~ I i c  \ V a l  Bcngal Public L ibn r i t s  (Amcndnicnt) 
Acl. 199B (1Ves~ Bcn. Aci  VII of 1998). 

,%c words within thcsquarc brackcls wtrc  subs~iru~cd Tor llic w o k  "Public Libnrics" 
by s. 2(3) of lhc WESI Bcnjiiil Public Libraries (Amcndmcn~) Act. l9S2 ( \VW~ Bcn. Acl 
Vlll of 19821. - - -  

T h u s ~  Id) r v x  fimi subsriturcd bv s. 3 4 ) .  ilritl. Thcrcalrcr, the snrnc was rcsubs~iturcd 
by 6. 4(c) uf ~ h c  West Hengal public ~ib;&& (Alncndmcni) Acl. 1985 (Wcst Ben. A c l  
XXIV 01' 1985). 

'Claws (dd) and (ddd) wcrc first inscncd by s. 2(5) o f  thc W c s ~  Ucngzl Public 
Librarics IArncndmcnll Act. 1982 OVcsr Bcn. ACI VIlI or 1YX21. Tllcrcaircr clausc lddl , - - - .  
was onl i t l id  his. 4(d) or 1l1e Wcst Public ~ i b n r i c s  ( ~ r n c ~ d r i i c n i )  ACI. 1985 (I$&; 
Bcn. ACI XXIV or 1985), w.c.T. 15.7.1982. 

T h e  wordr, figurc and bnckccq "sub-scc~inn ( 1 )  o f '  wcrc nok prinlcd 2s ~hcrc wlci no 
"sub-sccliun (1)" in ihc csisling srcrion 16. Thc wodc. l ipurc and h n c k c ~ s  "sub-scciion 
(1) or' w r c  i n  force prior fo tl ic subsrilu~ion of scc~inn 16 by s, I 6  of !Ilc \\'cs~ BcnWl 
Public Li.b&cs (Amcndmm~] Acl, II185 (Wcsl Ben. t ic1 XXIV o f  1995). Accordingly, 
rhc words. Lgum and bracket< "si~b-sccrinn (11 or'sl inuld nor bc included ill clausc (ddd) 
ns inscrrcd by s.2(5) or rhc Wchr UengaI Public Libfnrics (A~ilcndcneni) ACI. 13P2 {Wcsi 
Bcn. A c l  Vlll  or 1982). 
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(I-) "Govcrnmc~i~" means tlie Governmcnr or Lhe S~nre o f  West 
Bcngul; 

'(if) "Library" rnenns a public library -'* * *: 
(g) "noiifica~ion" means a nali ficalion published in the OjjTciul 

GUZL,I re; 

(h) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made undct this 
Acl; 

d *  * * * * * * 
Yj) "Public Library" means a library open ro [he public. and 

includes- 

( i )  a Govcmmcnt Public Library, 

( i i )  the State Cenlrnl Library, 

(iii) a sponsored public library declared as such under 
seclion 16A, or 

(iv) such olher library as thc Governmen~ may declarc 10 
be a public library: " 1 )  "Siliguri M n l r n k ~ r ~ ~ ~ a  Pf l r i .~ Id"  means Lhe Mahakulsa 

Parislrurl for [he sub-divisian of Siliguri i n  Ihe dislricr of 
Darjeeling consulured under seclian 185B of  [lie Wes~Be~lgal 
Pnncfzayat Acl, 1973; 

'Clausc (e) wu orni~rcd by s. 4(c) of the Wcsl Bcngal Public Libnrim (Anlcndnlcnl) 
ACI. I985 (Wcst Ilcn. AcL XXIV or 19851. 

'Clause (TO rvas first inscncd by s. 2(7) ofllic Wu1 Elcngzl Public Libnrics(A~ncnd~ncn~) 
ACI. 1982 (Wcs~ Btn. Act Vll l  uT 1982). ThcreaTter, thc sa111c w ~ s  subsliluled by s. 4(fj 
or ~ h c  \ V ~ I  Bcngal Public Libnrics (Alncndnicnr) Act, 1985 (Wesl Bcn. Act XXlV nf 
1985). 

-The words "311d includes 11lc SI~IC Cunlnl Lihnry" were omiued by s. 4 0 )  nf h e  
W n r  Dcngnl Public Libnrics (h~ucndn~clil) Act, 1994 (WCSL Bcn. ACI XLI or 1994). 

'Claurc ( i )  W%< nmitlrd by s. 4(2). ;bid. 
'Tllc words "and includci 3 sponsomd library" were first addcd by s. 2(7) of lhc W e s ~  

Ucngal Public Libnrics (Amcndrncnl) Act, 1982 (Wcst Bcn, ACI VIII of  1982). Tlicreal~cr, 
clourc (j) WPS subs~illlrcd by s. 4(g) of drc Wcst Bcngal Public Libnries (Arncndnicnt) 
Acl, 1985 (Wcsl Bcn. Act XXIV nT 1985) and fin;llly the SIIIIC wns r ~ ~ u b s l i l u ~ c d  by 
s. 4(3) orthc Wcsl Bengal Public Libraries (Alncndlncnt) Act. 1994 (\Vcsl Bcn. Act XL l  
01 1994), 

6Clausc I) wx inscrtcd by s, 2(2) of rhc Wtii Rcngnl Public Librarirs (Amcndmcnt) 
Act. 1998 (Wcst Bcn. Act VII of 1998). 

'CIausc (ii) WLS firs1 insencd by s.J(h) oiihc WcsI Dengal Public Libnries(Amcndrnenr) 
Acr. 1985 (Wut  Bcn, Acl XXIV o f  1765). Thcn h c  snmc WAS olnillcd by s. 4{4) of h c  
\Vcsr Bcngnl Public L ibnr iu  (Atilc~idn~cnl) Acl. 1394 (\Vcsl Ben. Act XLI of 1994). 

'Claux (I) was fisr inscncd by s. 2(H) or~lic Wcst Bcngal Public Libnries (Arncndn~cnt) 
Act, I982 (Wcbi Bcn. Acr VllI or 1982). Thercar~er. clnuscs (k) and (I) wcre vrnilrcd by 
S.4( i )  or thc \Vest Bengal Public L ibnr i~s  (Anic~idr~icni) Acl, 1985 ( \ k t  Ben. ACL XXIV 
or 1985). 
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[West Bcn. Act 

CHAPTER I1 

Thc Slalc Library Council 

S I ~ I C  Library 3. '(1) The Governmcnt shall conslilule a Shtc Library Council 
Council and 
ilq runctions. (hereinafier re~en-red lo as lhe Council) for rhe purposc of advising lhc 

Government on the management of [he Srare Central Libmy.  on mailers 
relaring ro policies and prognmmcs for the development and mnnagernenr 
of public libraries aitd public library sysrem and on such olhcr matters 
as may be refcrred to i~.  

'(2) Thc Council shall advise the Government on any schemc prepared 
by a Local Library Aulhorily under seclion 15 and also on rhe principles 
governing the aid 10 a library under [his Act. 

(3) The Council shall excrcisc such powers and perform such du~ies 
as may be prescribed. 

Compositi~n 
or 1l1c 

4. (1) The Council shall consist of:- 
Council. (a) [he Minister-in-charge oTLibrary Services who shall be the 

Chairman of the Council; 

(b) four persons to be etectcd by the members of  the West 
Bengal Legislalive Asscmbl y from amongsl themselves; 

'(c) five,persons represcnling  he interest of education, social 
work, cullural, lilerary or artis~ic activily, or liieracy or 
science movemenl, to be nominated by [he Govenunent; 

(d) two representives of [he Bcngal Library Association lo be 
nomina~ed by die Execulive Cornmitree of the said 
Associalion from arnongsl its conslituted members: 

(c) '[two representatives] of the employees or the libraries that 
will come under 111e purview of this Act to be eleclcd in ihe 
manner prescribed: 

'(f) two persons lo be nominated by the Government from 
amongst the members oi the Local Library authorilies: 

(g) one District Library OTficer to be nomina~ed by the 
Government; 

- 

'Sub-scctions ( 1 )  and (2) WCIC S U ~ S I ~ ~ U I C ~  r ~ r  original suh-sccrions ( I )  and (2) by 
s. 5 OF thc WCSI Bcngal Public Librnrics (An~cndmcnt) Acr. 1985 (Wcst Bcn. Act XXIV 
or 1985), 

'Clause (c) w w  subsri~u~cd Tor thc original by s. 5(a) of fhc WWI Bcngkll Public 
Libraries (A~ncnd~ncn~) Acl. 1093 T\Vcst Ucn. Act XLI OC 190.1). 

The words within ~l~csquarc hmckcts wcresubstitulcd for thc wurA "unc rcpnrscntative" 
by s.6( [)(a) of thc Wcsr Rcngal P~~bl ic  Libnr~cs (Amcndrncn~) Acr. I985 (Wcsl Rcn. Acr 
XXIV or 1985). 

'Clausc (I) w a  subslirurcd for 1hc original clausc by s. 5(b) of  t l~c We51 Bengnl Public 
Libnrics (r\~ncndmcnt) Act. 1994 (~VCS! Ucn. Act XLI n i  19111). 



The West Be~rgal P~rblic Libraries Acf. 1979. 

XXXLX of 1979.1 

(Clrapt er /I.-Tl~c Strtte Library Corulci1.--Sectio~i 4.) 

'(tl) one Librarian of a Dislric~ Library LO bc nominated by Ihe 
Governmcnt: 

( i )  the Secremy to ~ h c  Govern~nelil in the :[Mass Educat iou  

Extens ion Dcparlmen~] or his nomincc: 

Ql the Direcror of Public Instruction, Wcsl Bengal or his 
nominee; 

(k) four persons 10 be nominated by the Government who in 
its opinion are expcns in library science and library scrvicc: 

( I )  rhc Depuly Director oFPubIic Inslruclion (Social Educadon), 
West Beogal; 

-'(m) thc Dirrclor of Culture or his nominee; 

4(rnm) the Dircc~or of '[Mass Education Exlcnsion] or his nominee; 

6(n) [he Librarian, Stale CenlraI Library; 

' ( 0 )  lheDireclor of the National Library, Calcutla. or his nominee; 

(00) [he Director of thc Raja Ranlmohan Roy Libnry Foundation 
or his nominee; 

(p) the Director who shall bc rhe ex-oficio Member-Secre~ary 
or the Council. 

(2) The mcmbcrs. olller than the ex-ofluio members, shall hold 
office for P pcriod of b[four years:] 

Provided  hat i T  a nominared or an clcctcd member ceases to hold 
lhe position by virtue of which he was so nominnled or elecled, he shall 
au~ornatically ccase lo be a member or lhe Council. 

'Clause (11) wns subs~irurcd Tor the original by s. 6(l)(b) uf thc WWI Bcngal PubIic 
Libnrics (Amendmcn~J Acr, 1985 (\Vest Ucn. Acl XX lV  r)T 1985). 

TIC words wilhin thc square bnckcrs wcrc suhsli~u~cd for thc words "Educalion 
Dcpdnmcnl" by s. S(c) o r~ l i c  We<[ Ecngal Public Libraries (Amcndmcnl) ACI, ! 993 (Wcs~ 
Bcn. ACI XLI o f  1994). . 

'Clause ( n ~ l  was subs~iluttd lor ~ h c  original chusc by s. 6(1)(c) or rhc Wcsr Bcngal 
Puhlic Libnricv (A~ncndrncn~) ACI. 1965 (Wcst Bcn. Acr XXIV of 1985). 

"ic words within [he squarc hnckcts were subs~itu~cd iorrhe words "Adult Educnlion" 
by s. 5(d) or thc Wcst Bcngd Public L.ibnrics (Amcndmcnl) Act, 1994 (Wur Bcn. Acr 
XLI of 1991). 

Tlausc (n) \ Y X  substi~utcd lor Ihc original clausc by s. G(l)(c) or Ihc Wcst BcnpI  
Public Libnric~ (Anicndrnenl) Acl. 19R5 (IVcsr Bcn. ACI XXlV o l  1985), 

'Clausc5 (0) and (00) tvcre subs~i~ulcd for original clausc (0 )  by s. 5(c) or Ihc Wcsl 
Bcngd Public Libmrics (Arncnd~ncnt) Acr, 1994 (\VCSI Bcn. ACI XLI of 1994). 

'Thc words within thc squarc brackcrs wcrc subsrilu~cd Tor thc words "lhrcc ycnm:" 
by s. 6(2) of  thc WCSL Bcngal Public Libraries (h~ncndnlcn~) ACC 1985 (War Bcn. Acr 
KXlV nf 1985). 



Tlre \Vest Bcngul Pirblic Libraries Act, 1979. 

[West Bcn. Act 

(C11ayrr.r I].-Tile Srure Library Curmcil.-Secrions 5, 6.) 

Funclions or '5. A public library shall perform such functions and discharge 
public ,. 
library. - such dut ies  as ihc Goven~mcnt may dc~crniine. 

Appin l -  6. The Gove rnmcn t  shall appo in l  a '[Director o f  Library Services] 
in accordance w i ~ h  the rules nlndc under this A c t  and the Director shall. runclions o f  

Dircc!or. subjccl lo the con t ro l  or the Governrnenr. discharge the following 
runctions:- 

(a) maintain a register of J[public librarics and rccogiiised 
libraries;] 

J(b) mmage ~ h c  Stare Central Library and the public libraries 
eslnblisbed or niainlained by [he G o v c r n r n e n l  ajtd 
superintenden[ and direct a l l  matrers rclnting to such I i  br.arics; 

(bb) supervise and con l ro l  subject lo lhe provisions of this ACL 
and [he rules made !hereunder. a l l  olher public libraries; 

J ( ~ )  declare. by noliiicittion. from l i m e  to l ime [he names and 
addresses or the pub l i c  librarics in thc State; 

6(d) supcrintend and direct a l l  rnallers relating LO the work o f  all 
Local Library Au~hori ties under [h is  Act and take such stcps 
3s he may considcr necessary. if any action lakcn by a Local 
Library Authori~y is i n  violation of  any di rec t ion  of lhc 
Governmcnt or is in corltravenrion of any provision of (his 
Act or Ihe rules made thereunder; 

'(dd) disapprove any action or decision or a Local Library 
Authoriry, if such action violates any direclion o f  the 
Government or such decision i s  i ncons i s l en l  with the 
provisions of this ACL or [he r ~ t l e s  rnadc thereunder, and 
report the Tact ofsuch disapproval in the subsequent m e e ~ i n g  

01 the Counc i l ;  

'Section 5 \vrus substilulcd lo r  thc nriginal by s. 7 or  11lc Wcn Ucngal Public Libnrics 
(Amendnicnl) Acr. 1985 (WcsI ncn. ACI XXIV or  1985). Thcrtdlcr lhc samc was 
rcsubsri1lrlcd by s. 6 oirhc IVcsl Bcng~l  Puhlic Libraries (Arnc~idlncnl) Act, 1994 (WcQ 
Ben. Acl XLl of 1994). 

-Tllc wor& wirhin 111c square bnckcls r v ~ c  substilu~cd for rhc words "Director of 
Libraricr;" by c. 3 ofrhc Wfqt Bcngal Public Libnrics (Arncndmcnr) ACI. 1982 {Wcsr Bcn. 
Acl Vl l I  of 1982). 

'The wor& wirhin rhc squarc b n c k c ~  tvtm subsli~ulcd [OF Ihc words "public libnrics" 
by s. 7(1) or ~ h c  iVcq1 Bcng;ll Puhlic L i b m i e s  (Amcnd~ncn~) Act. 1994 (W~51 Bcn. Act 
XLI or 1994). Prior ro [his suhsrirn~io~~ thc word "puhliu" wm suh.rrin~rcd for rhc word 
"rccogniscd" by s. #(a) orthc Wcqr Bcngal Public Libraries (A~ncndmcnt) Acl, 1985 {\Vcsl 
Rco. Acl XXIV or 19B5). 

'Clnuscq (b) and (bb) tvcw r i~bsli~ulcd Cor thc nriginal clnu~c (b) by s. B[b), ibicl. 

'Clausc (c] was suhhlirufcd lo r  Ihc original by s. fl(u), ilrirl. 
ECla~se (d) wns subs'i~ulcd for rhc original by s. S(d). ihid 
'Clausc (dd) was inscrtcd by s. N(c), ibict. 
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XXXIX of 1979.1 

{Cltuplrr I?.-Tj~lrc Slare Library Corr~icil.--S~~c~io~r 7.) 

submit to rhc Governmenl and lo the Council the annual 
rcpon and olhcr reporis from limc 10 time on the working 
or 311 public libraries and Local Librnry Authorities; 
inspccl or cnusc lo be inspected periodically through officers 
aullloriscd in this behalf 311 [he public '* " * libnries; 
take steps Tor removal of dcFccts in [he working or any such 
library as [he reporis on inspcc~ion of  the libraries by the 
ofliccrs nurhoriscd under clause (0 may disclose and tnkc 
measures for cnfurcing the rules as may be inade in this 
behalf and in ;lppropriute cases oblain approval of the 
Governmen1 for dereoognilion of lhe library or dsconlinua~~ce 
of financial and other assislance lo such library in the event 
of pcrsisrenl failure to abjdc by [he rules made unttcr this 
Act ur otherwise which in his opinion warrants such action; 
~ u i d e ,  contrcll and supervise die functioning or the '[public 
libraries:] 
convene the mcclings of the Council, kecp the records of 
the proceedings thcrcof and report lo thc Council the 
decisions of lbe Govcrnmcnt on all rnarlers relating lo public 
libraries and public library syslcm; 
takc appropriate steps for prosecution of persons responsible 
for any Ioss or injury caused to >pany public library:] 
implcmcnl !he decisions OF the Council af~er  such decisions 
are approved by h e  GovenlmenL and rcport 10 [he CounciI 
about such implcmentntion from lime to time; 
perform such other duties and exercise such orher powers 
in accordance with this Act or [he rules made thereunder. 

7. (1) Thcrc shall be a '[Dirrclorale or Library Services] 10 bc Dirtclonle 

cons~ i lu l ed  by \he Government far ihe purpostsof this ACL w i L  such ~~~~~~~ 
number of officers and cmplayzes as may be prescribed. 

'Clausc (e) wns subs~irilrcd lor llic original hy s. S(1) or rlic Wcsl Bcngal Public 
Lihnrics (Anic~idnienl) Acl, 1985 (Wed Bcng:~I Acr XXlV or 1985). 

%c words "and mogniscd" ivtrc olnirrcd by s. R(g), ibid. 
'I'lie words wilhin rhc bquarc bncktts wcn: subsliluled for rhc \vod "libnrics:" by 

s. 7(2) n r ~ h e  Wcsl Ucngal Public Lihrariu (Amcndlncnr) Acl. 1994 ( \Va l  Ben. Acl XLI 
or 1984). 

'Clausc (hh) was inscncd by s. tl(li) nT tlic \Vc%l Bcngnl Pdblic Ltbnrics (Amcndrncn~) 
ACI. 15185 (WCSI B c ~ .  A C I  XXIV ol  14115). 

'Thc \cuds within tlic square hrackcrs wcrc substi~utcd for h c  wvords "any library;" 
by s. 7(3) o l  ihc War Rcngal Public Libnrics (A~ncndrncnl) Act. 1994 (Wcrr Bcn. Acr 
XLI r)T 19941. 

T C u s c  (ii) was insened by s. 7(4). ibicl. 
~ I C  ~vords williin thc squarc bnckcu: werc subs~itutcd rnr rhz word "libnrics:' by 

s. Jbu) or \hc W c s ~  Bcngnl Public Libnrics (Amcndmcnl) Act. 1982 (WcsI Bcn. Act Vll l  
ol 1982). 

T h c  tunrds within tllc squarc bnckcts werc sl~bsri~u~cd for thc words "'Dircc~onrc 
or Libmria"' bv r. Qlb). iljid. 
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[Wcst Ben. Acl 

(2) The orficcrs and s l d f  of the l [D i rec~ora te  of Library Services] 
shalI be wholerime Govcmment cnlployees and the terms and conditions 
of their services shall be such ns may bc prescribed. 

CHAPTER I11 

Local Library Aulhnrities 

Cons~itulion 
of h a 1  
Libmy 
Aul horiiicn. 

8. (1) For the purpose of organizing and adminis~ering public 
libraries in  the S~ate, there shall b e  consliluled by thc Governnlenl Local 
L.ibr;lry Authority For each district '[excepl [he district of Darjeeling 
where thcre shall be a Local Library Authority for each of the areas 
within the jurisdiction or the Dnrjeeling Gorkha Hill Council and the 
Siliguri Mcrlraklr~~iu Parisliad.] 

(2) J[hch  Local Libnry Authority, except the Local Library Authori~y 
Tor each of the areas wirhin the jurisdiction ollhe Darjeeling Gorkha Hill 
Council and the Siliguri Muhakst~irr Parislrad,] shall be consisls of:- 

'(i) the Dislric~ Magisirate or he d i s ~ r i c ~  (other than Calcuua) 
or his nominee nor beIow thc rank of Sub-divisional Orlicer 
or. in rhe caseof Calcuua. the Direclor. shall be the Chairman; 

(ii) [he Dislricl Libriry Officer, who shall funcrion as ex-officio 
Member-Secretary of the Local Library Aulhorily: 

(iii) the Districr Social Education Officer; 
$(iiia) the dis~rict Information Officer; 

'(iv) two representatives of the employee's O F  difrerent public 
Iibnries to be elecled from amongst thcmsclves in r he manner 
prcscri bed; 

'(v) two members to be norninaled by [he Govcrnment Cronl 
amongsr the Commissioners of  [he municipalities, or 
Councillors of lhe Corporalion, within Lhe district; 

'Thc words wilhin thc suuarc brackets rvere subsrirurcd h r  111c rr.urrl5 "Directom~e of 
Libnrics" by s. 4(c), or lhc ~VCSI Bengal Public Librnrics (Amendmtnt) Acl. 1982 (\Vest 
Bcn. Acl VllI of 1982). 

'The rvords wi~liin h c  squnrc brdckcu wcre insencd by 5. 3(1) or thc Wcst Bengal 
Public Libnrics (Amcndmcnl) ACI, 1998 ( \ V c s ~  Ben. Acl VI1 of 199R). 

*nit words within thc squnrc b n c k m  rvcrc subs~irurd Tor Lhc words 'The Local 
L ibnry Aurhori~y for cacli dis~r ic~" by s, 3(2), ibid. 

'Clausc (i) was s u b s ~ i ~ u ~ c d  [or thc original by s. B(l)(n) of lhc Wcsl Bcngal Public 
Libmics (A~ncndrncn~) Aul. 1985 (\VESI Hen. Act XXIV or 1985). Prior to [his subsrilu~ion 
lhc words ", or, in thc caw n l  Cillcutta, rhc Dircclor," werc inscncd by s. S(a)  of thc Wcst 
Bcnpl  Public L i b n r i c ~  (Amcndrncn~) ACI. 1982 ( \Vu t  Ben. Acr VlIl of 19R2), 

- Clausc (iiia) w;rs inancd by s. S( ])(a) oillie Wcrr Ficngal Public Libnrics (Arnendmcn~) 
Act, 19114 (IVesr Bcn. Act XL I  o l  1994). 

EClausc (iv) was subslirulcd Tor rhc nriginal by 5 .  9( l )(b) of the Wcsl Bcngal Public 
Libnrics (Arncndmcn~) Aci, 1985 ( W c s ~  Uen. net XXIV of 1985). 

'Clausc (v)  was subsritu~cd lor  rllc original hy s. 8(l)(b) or lhe Wesl Uengnl Public 
Libnrics (Anicndmcnl) Acr. 1W4 (West Ben. Acl XLI of 1994 Pnor ro this subs~i~u~ion 
thc wads "or, in lhc case ofcnlcu~ta,  Imm amongst Ihc Councillors ofrhc Corpontion" 
were added by s. S(b) of  rhc \V-l Bcngal Public Libnrics (Amcndmcnt) Act. 1982 (Wcsl 
Bcn. Acl VllI 01 1982). 



(vi) two reprcscii~atives of the districl branch or  thc Bellgal 

Library Associalion 10 be nominated by the Executive 
Co~ii~nirrze DI thc sa id  Association; 

(vii) one person to be nomil~ated by the Sabhndlripufi rram 
ninongsr the rntmbcrs or the Zillrr PcII -~ .TI~cI~  ill llle district 
'[or, ill r l ~ z  case or Celcurt:~, lo he nomiaalcd by [he Mayor 
or [he Corporarion from nmongsl the Councillors of the 
Corporulionl; 

(vi ii) lwo persons nominated by Ihe Govcrn~t ie~~l  irom urnongsl 
Lhe members or ~ h c  Pat~clrc~yri, S r ~ ~ ~ r i ~ i s  in [he district '[or, 
in the case of Calcu~rn, from omongsl thc persons inlerestod 
i n  l ibrary services] ; 

'(ix) two pcrsnns nominaled by thc Govertl~l~ent from alnongsr 
the mem bcrs o l  [he managing co~nnlilrees orpu blic libraries; 

'(ixn) four pcrsoiis represenling ~ h c  interesr or education, social 
work. cul~uritl. literary or nrlisric acrivity, or literacy or 
sciet~cc mclvernenl, ro be nominaled by Llle Governmenl; 
ST * * * * * :I: 

(xiii) ~ w o  M.L.A.s of Ibe district to be nominated by [he 
Govcmmcn~; 

"xiv) the 1,ibrarians or Disrric~ 1,ibr;lries. 

'(2A) The Local Library Au~horiiy for the arca wilhia thc jurisdictiot~ 
of lhc Siliguri Mrrhrtktrt~la Prrri.dlrrd (hereinaher referred io in (his sub- 
seclion ns the area) shall consist of- 

(i) l t ~ c  Dislrict Magislmtc of the districr ( IT Darjeeliog or his 
nornince, not below the r:mk or sub-divisional Officer, who 
sli:~ll bc thc Chairman or  thc Local Library Aulhority; 

'Thc words w i ~ h i n  1l1c squarc b r ~ c k u ~ ~  \irvrc addcd by 5 .  SIC) oTrhc IVCS~  I lcn~al Public 
Lthmrics (Alncndmcnl) Act. 1YN2 [WcsL Rcn. Acr VI1t  01 19R2). 

T l l ~  \v[~r(Is wi111i11 1111: sqU:Irc hr~cl ias \vcrc addtd hy s. 5[d), ibirl. 
' r l a ~ ~ c  (ix) was subs~ilutud Tor rhc oripinnl by s. 5(c), ibirl. 
'Chusc (in;\) was inscncd by s. X(l)(c) oirhc Wwt Ucrlgal Public Libmrics (Amcndrne~~~) 

Acr. 1994 (\'rlcsl ilcn. Act XLI of 1994). 
'Clause (a) was orniitcd hy s. S(l)(d), ititl. 

"lnusc (xi) was omi\~cd hy s. 8(1)(c1. ibid. 
'Clnusc Ix i i )  wns on~i~tcd by s. S(l )(f), itill. 
'Clatrsc (xiv) W;LS subslirb~cd Ior ~ h r  ~lrigin;!l by s. 5(1) or rhc IVcsl Bc11g1 Puhlic 

Lihr;rrics (Amcndrncr~t) Acr, 1982 ( W c ~ t  Ben. Ac l  VtII or 1982). 
"St~b-scnion\ (?A) arid (2R) wcrc in5crrcd by s. 313) or rhc Wcsr Bcnp:~l Public 

I.ibr;lrics ( t i ~ n ~ n d r n c n ~ )  ACI. 1998 (WCSL Ucn. Act VII  of  1998). 
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[Wcsl Ben. Act 

(Cl~aprer Ill.-hcnl Library A~rrl ior i t ier .Secrim X) 

(ii) the Disrricl Library Officer who sl~aIl iunclion as the cs 
officio Membcr-Secreriiry or the Local Libnrp Aulhoriry; 

(iii) tbc Disrricl Social Educa~ion Officer; 

(iv) the Dislricl InTormalion OIficer; 

(v) two represcnratives of lhc employees o i  dirfercnl public 
libraries in the nrca 10 bc elected From arnongsl [hcrnselves 
in the manner prescribed; 

(vi) rwo members to be nominslcd by the Govern~ncnt frorn. 
amongst the Councillors or the Municipaliiies, or [he 
Councillors ofrhe Municipal Corporalion, ~v i lh in  tlrc diseicl 
ol  Darjceling; 

(vii) two represcnrntives or the district branch af rhe 13rngal 
Library Association to bu nominated by the Exccuiivc 
Commirlce of Ihe said Associalion; 

(viii) one person to be nominated by the S<~bl~flrll~ipa,i of thc  
Siliguri Mahaktrsra P~ridrncf from amongst [he rncalbers of 
the Siliguri Mul~akr~trta Porisliad; 

( i x )  rwo persons to bc nominared by thc Govemmcnt frorn 
amongst ihe members of the Patrcirr~yu~ Sn~ailis in  the arca: 

(x) two persons lo be nonlinared by rhe Government from 
amongst thc members o f  the managing cornmirlees 01 the 
public libraries in thc area; 

(xi) four persons representing the inleresl or educalion, social 
work. cultural, lilerary or arlistic ac~i\'ity, or literacy or 
sciencc movement, lo bc nominated by [he Govcmmenl; 

( x i i )  two Membcrs of the Legislative Asscmbly from the area, 
ro be nominated by [he Governrnenl: 

(xiii) the Librarians of the District Libraries in the aren; 

'(2B) The Local Library Authori~y for rhe arca wirhin t11e jurisdiction 
of the Darjecling Gorkha Hill Council (hercinafler relerrcd lo in this 
sub-section as the aren) shall consist of- 

(i) Ihe Principal Secretary o r t l ~ e  Darjceling Gorkha Will CounciI. 
who shall be Ihc Chairman of the Local Library Audlority; 

(ii) h e  District Library Officer who shall funclion as thc cx 

oficio Member-Secrelary of ~ h c  Local Library Aulhoriiy: 

(iii) [he District Social Education Officer; 

(iv) the Dislricl Inlbmlation Officcr: 

'Scc root-no~c 9 on pagc 277, ulrrt*. 
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[Wwi Den. Act 

Pobver ni n 
. . k a l  10. A Local Library Aulhorjly may- 

Libmy (;I) provide suiiublc Ian ds arld bt~ildings tbr public libr~rics and 
Abthanty, also the furniture, filtings. rna1eri:tIs and convcnicnces 

requisi~e  herel lor; 
'(b] slock public libraries rvirh differen1 kinds OF pri~ucd, audio- 

visr~ill and reprographic mn~erials and any other t h i l ~ g  suirablc 
for the purpose of public libraries; 

2(bb) mailtrain a rcgisrer of [he public libraries J[within iis 
jurisdiclion] and inspect or cause lo be iuspecled a l l  such 
libraries: 

"c) employ rronl tim to timc Ihe officers e l d  nalf OF the 
5(sponmr~d public libraries declared as such under section 
16.41 in such manner and on s ~ c h  lerlns and condilions as 
may be prescribed "or directed by !he Government]; 

(d) with the prcviaus sarlcrio\\ of rhc Government, close or 
discan~inuc any public library organiscd or run by it or 
change thc site thcreol; 

(e) rccornrr~zrirl to the Dircctor Tor wilhdrnwal or rccogtlition 
of, wdisconrinuanct of Government grun110, ally '[sponsored 
public library declarcd as sucll ullder seclion 16A;I 

( f )  acccpl, w ~ t h  Ihe prcvious sanclion of the Dirccior. any girl 
or books, nr with ~Ilc previous sanctio~i of the Governmenr, 
any olhtr g i f ~  or endowmen1 ~ O T  any purpose cnnneacd rvirh 
its acrivilies; 

'tfo implemcnl the decisions of rl~t: Govemmeni and sub~ni~ lo 
thc Govcrnmenr iht annual rcpod and other reperis from 
lime to lime on ~ h c  working or the public libraries and [he 
public Jibmry syncm q[wid~in  i ts  jurisdiclion;] 

-- 

'Clousc (b) \VL% ~ u h ~ i t u l c d  l o r  lhc 11rigiL-d by 6. q(l)  QI Ik !VCSI Bcngd Publir 
Lib+= (A~ncndmcnl) ACI. 1994 (WCF! Bcn. ACI XLI of 1994). 

- ~ I : I U F E  (bb) \uz insdcd  Ily b. t D(3) ooTrlic Wtsl  Bcngni Puhl~c Libr.~rics (An~cnd~ncnl) 
Act, 1985 (\Vest Dcn. Act XXlV n i  1965). 

'Flit words tvilhio b e  sqrlarc hnckcts rvcrc subs:ilulcd Tor Ihc \tr@rds "in thc disrtic~" 
by s. 411) nT the Wcst ncngal Yuhlic Libmila (Anicndmcr~l) Acl. 1998 (lVc<l Bcn. Acr 
V11 of 1998). 

'Clausc (c) WRT auhs[i~u~ed for lhc original by s. iO(b) or thc W c s ~  Bcngd Public 
Libnrics (Amcndlncni) ACI, 1985 [ W a r  Brn. Acl  XXlV nl  1985). 

'The words. figurw dnd lcrrcr willlin h: squarc bnckcrs tvcre substilutcd IOT [Ire ivatds 
"pobliclibrarics'~bys. 9(2)(a)oirhc1Vc~~Ucngnl Public Libr~rics(A~ncnrlmcnl)Acr, l9B1 
(Wcsr Rtn Act X I  of 1994), 

T h e  tords wilhin rlic squzrc bnckcls wcrc insmcd by s. P(Z)(h). ibld. 
T h e  wnrd:. figurns and lctlcr w i ~ h i r l  rhc squmc b ~ x k c ~ s  Lcrc subslilulcd Tor rhc words 

"puhlic libmics:" by s. 9(3) of rhc W c a  Rcngal Public Libnricr IArncndmca~) Acl, 1994 
(West Bcn. Act XLI or 1994). 

'Clsuhc [fo \vw imcncd by s. IO(c) o f  rhc WGI B~ngal  Public Libnsics (Amcdnicnl) 
Acr, 1985 IWtx  Bell. An XXlV of 1985). 

T h e  words 5vi1hi11 rlic squnn: bnckcu wcrc subs~irurcd for rhc wor& "in [he dislricr:" 
by s. 4(2) o r r k  \Vmr Acngnl Public Libmr i r~  (Arncndllicnt] Ac:. 195'8 (\VCSI Bcn. Act 
VI1 or  197s) 
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XXXIX of 1979.1 

(Clraplcr Ill.-Li~cril-Libmt-y Arrihori/ies.-Secriarr IOA.) 

(g) provide [or leclures and seminars on lopica1 subjects and 
 he holding of classes: 

'(EE) advise the public libraries about dil'ferenl serviccs to be 
rrndercd and implen~ent the directions of rhe Governmcnl 
regarding suu~dards of public library services; 

'(ggg) dcvclop ;In iutegrared public library system '[within ils 

jurisdiction] ~hmugh supervision, conlroI and inter-library 
co-opcrativc prograinnles and activilies; 

'(gggg) organize boob F~irs, seminars, exhibitions and orher similar 
programmes '[in dirfcrcnl areas willlin its jurisdic~ion] lo 
popul:~rize library services and to grow reading habi~s; 

'(ggggg) organize library serviccs for neo-lirera~es and children; 

(h) in gcncral, do every hing nccmsary Lo Carry out the purposes 
of [his Act. 

JIOA. (1) IT, nl any lime, the Govcrnmcnl is of opinion [ha1 a Local 
Libnry Autl~ority has hiled to perform irs iunclions or  has exceeded 
or abused any of the powers conferred on il by or under [his Act or the 
rules made Lhercundcr, the Govern~nen~ may con~municn~c [hc particulars 
thereof to Lhal Local Lihrary Aud~orily asking il to remedy such failure, 
exccss or abuse or lo submil 10 r he Government e salis hc~ory  explanadon 
for such hilure. excess or abuse, wilhin such lime as may be f ixcd by 
the Govcrnmenr, and ir the Local Library Authorily does not remedy 
such failure, cxcess or abuse or submil thcexp1an;ltian to lhc Govenlmen~ 
wilhin the time so fixed or if  [he explanation submittcd by the Local 
Library Aulhority is not found satisraclory, the Government may, in 
cansullalion wirh thc Council, by order supersede the Local Library 
Aulhority for such period as the Goverament may consider expedient: 

Provided that such supersession sl~all noC be for a period of marc than 
one year and such period may, for rcmons to be recorded in writing, bc 
extended by a period nor exceeding one year. 

(2) When a Local Library Authorily is superseded under sub-seclion 
( l ) ,  then, with effecl horn ~ h c  dale of the order of supersession,- 

(a) all the members of thc Local Libr;try Aulhorily shall be 
deemctl 10 have vacared lhcir offices; 

Convol and 
supersession 
or Locnl 
Libnry 
Au~honry. 

'Clauses (gg) to (ggug) tvcrc inscncd by s. 9(4) nf rhc \Va t  Bcngal Puhiic Libraries 
(Amcndmcnr) ACI. 1994 ( W c s ~  Bcn. Acl XLl or 1994). 

T h e  words within thc squnrc bncl;cL< wcre sukti~urcd Tor rhc words "in rhc disltict" 
by s. 4(3 )  of rhc \Vcs~ Bcngal Public Libnrics IA~nrndmeni) Acr, 1W8 (Wut  Ben. Acr 
VII or IWS). 

Ynic wurds within ~ h c  bquarc bnckcs wcrt subsri~u~cd lor rbc \vord?i "in dirfcrcnt p ~ m  
of h c  disirici'. hy s. 44 ) .  ibid. 

'Sccrion IOA was inscrtcd by 5. I I or the \Vcsl Bcngdl Public Libnrits (Amendmenr) 
Acr. 1985 (\Vcsl Bcn. Acr XXlV 01 1985). 



Vrsring of, 
propcnlcs In 
Lacnl 
L i b m y  
Authorily. 

Power \4 

Gorcrnmcnt 
lo cxnccl or 
rnd i ly  
rcguln~iuns. 

(b )  the G o v c r n ~ n c ~ ~ t  Inay :~ppnirkl an Admi~tis(rator or an Ad- 
hoc Cammittcz consisting of sucll persnns and i t ]  such 
manner as l l lc G~vcrnmenl may [\link fir, and,  heret tip on, 
the Administrator or  ihe Ad-hoc Co~nmillee, as ~ h c  cnsc 
may be, shall excrciae all (he powers and perhrm aII \he 
durics of rhc Loc;11 Librirry .4ulliorily. 

(3) The Governincnr may. ai any iinlc durilig tllc pcriod or 
supcrse.ssiun, reco\~s~ir~rre the I-ocal Library Anlhonry in accorllanue 
wit11 lhc provisions o f  sec~ian 8, and upon such recomiirutian OF !he 
Local Library Aulhori~y. rl~c Adminisrralor or [lie Art-l~oc Comrniuwc. 
as [he case may be. shall cease lo exisl and Ihe Local Library Aulhorily 
sl~all funcrion i n  accordance wiih  the p:ovisions or rllis Acl. 

'11. All propcrtics, 111uvable or i~mmovnble. acquired or held lor the 
purpase or ally sponsored library declarcd as such i~nder  sccrion IdA 
i r ~  iltly atca shaIl vesr in rhcLmal Lihnry h u ~ h o r i t y  for 11ln1 area ~vi lhoul  
liabili~ies. ii any, of sucli ~ponsored public Iihrary. 

12. Subject to ifie provisions uf h i s  Act and Ihc rules made rhercusder. 
a Local Library Aulhority may, with Ihc previous approvnl of [he 
Gover-rnoc~~l. malie regulntions generally 10 c a q  ouI (lie purpo5es of this 
Act a~ ld ,  without prejudice LO  he generality of  his pn~\~cr, such regulalions 
may provide for- 

[a) the ildmis5ion of persons lo public libnries in i e  area on such 
candiiions !* * * it may specify: 

(b) requiring rrorn persons desiring to use such libraries any 
guarmicc or swurity againsi injury 10. or misuse. des~wction 
or loss of rhc praperry ol suck libraries: 

(c) [he manner in which ihe properly of such Iibmries sI1311 bc 
uscd to cnsurc Ihc pm~cclion a€ such propcriy from injury, 
~nisusc, deslrucrion or loss; and 

Id) authorise its officers and employees to exclude w removc 
from ;Iny such library nny person wlio conrravenes or Fails 
lo comply with the provisions of this Acl or Ihc rules or 
regula~ionh ~nadc rhcreundcr. 

13. (1)--If, at any time, tl~e Govcrnrnenl is o r  opinion rllar any 
rcgulaiion madc under this ACI by a Local Library Aulh~ri ly should b e  

caacclltd ar nwdilicd cirher wholly or in pmt, il shall cnlse the reasons 

'Scclion I 1 w n i  ~ubstifutcd Tor lhcorigicol by a. 1 Rof fhc Wcst Acngnl Public Libraries 
(Amcndtncn~) Act, 1994 (.l\'~st Acn. Act X L I  o f  1994;. 

'The word?; "and on payIlrclir (I€ such rccs" wcrc omiwd by s. 17 or the \Vest Oc.nc31 
P11bIic L i b d c s  (Alncnrlnlcnrl A r r  IOrq nlrmrl 3 -.. ' - "-'" ' ' 
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for such opinion lo be corn~nunicnted to such Local Library Aulhorily, 
and shall spcciry u reasonable period wilhin which such Local Library 
Authority may makc any represcurntion wilh regard therclo which il may 
rhink fir. 

(2) Arlcr rcccip~ and con side ratio^^ of any such representadon, or, 
if in the meantime no sucl~ rcprcscnIalion is received, afler thc cxpiry 
or [he specified period, dte Government may, a\ any lime. by notification 
cancel or rnodily such regulation, eilher wholly or in part. 

(3) The cancellalion or modilicalion of a regula~ion uttder sub- 
seclion (2) shall h k e  effect from such dale as thc Govcmrnent may in 
rhe said nolificnlion dircct. or i f  no such date is specilied, then from the 
dare of publicnlion of thc said nolifica~ion excepl as to anything done 
or suffered or ornilled lo be done bcrore such dale. 

'14. A Local Library Authorily may appoint a commitlee or Cornrni~rccor 

committees consisling of such of i ~ s  members ns i t  may deem lil LO :FF,"!;" 
assisr the Local Library Authority in carrying our [he purposes of lhjs L i b q  

Act. ~ u t h o r i ~ y .  

15. (1) As soon as possible afler a Local Library Auhority is Prcpnnlron 
I 

constiluted, and thereaficr irrcquircd by ilie 2LGovernmcnt], every Local OrSChcmcv ! 

Library A u ~ h o r i ~ y  shall prepart: n schcmc for establishing libraries and 
i 

for spreading library service within ils urca and submil il l o  the 
?[Governmenr] for snncrion. The 2[Governmentl 3[m~y,  in consullalion 
wilh [he Council, sancrion] it with such modificaljons and additions, if 
any, as he may think f i r  and the Local Library Aurhority shall give effect 
lo the schcrnc as may be sanclioned by the 2[Governmenl]. , , . . 

(2) Thc ![Governmenl] may srro I I I ~ I L ~  or on an application by the 
Locnl Library Authority concerned modify any scheme sanclioned under 
sub-~ccrion (1) or rcplqcc it by a new schemc. 

.. 

-'ISA. The Governmenr may, from time to time, givc such direction Powcrro 

lo a Local Library Authorily as ir may consider necessary for [he purposes #!cli.n 
of this ACL. rhc Local 

Authori~y. 'SCCI@,!!W~< sub~ti~u~cd Tor thcoriginnl by s. I3 oTIhc West Uengal Public Libraries 
-TAmcndmcnr) Acl, 1985 ( W c s ~  Ren. ACI XXlV o f  1985). 

%c word wilhin [he squarc bnckc~s IYLF suhstilu~cd for l l ~ e  word "Dircclor" by 
s. I I or ~l rc  Wcqi Rcngill PubIic Libnrics (An~cndmcntl Aci. 1994 (Wcsl Bcn. Aci XLI 
or 19941, 

'TIic (vords within rhc squarc hnclic~< rvcrc rubstilu~cd lor hc wnrrls "may sancrion" 
by s. 14 or rllc \Vcs~ Bcngal Public Libnrics (Amcndmcm) Act. 1985 (WCSI Bcn. ACI 
XXlV nT 1985). 

'Scclinn 15A wns inscncd by s. 15 of the Wcsl BcngaI Public Li bmrics (Atncndmcn~) 
Acl, 1985 (iYcs~ Bcn. AGI XXlV or 1985). 



Iircst Bcn. 
Act XXVl 
o I  1961. 

I\TcsL Ben. Acl 

'16. The Governrnenl shall nppoinr n p<r;on 10 bc called 1 1 1 ~  Uistrict 
Library Oificer on such rcrms and conditions as ]nab he prcscribccl. T11c 
Disiria Libary OCficcr sliall cxcr~isc sucli poivcrs and pcrl'orm such 
dutic.~ 2s may b c  prcscl ibed. 

:16A. ( I )  Any libnry (olbcr rhnn '[a Covcmrr~cnr public library]) 
f~incrioning as a dis~ricc library w sub-divisinn;rl library nr ~ O W I I  li))rill.y 

or arua library o: run1 libnry or pri~nary UII~I  library slid rsccit - i~~g aid 
rronl [he Oislricl Mngisrrare or [he Disrrict Social Educalion Olficcr or 
r l~e Dis[ric# I.ibrnry Oificcr or ilrly olhcr ol'liccr or the Governrnenr 
~orvnrrls Il~c payrucnt ois;rlnriesaFi~~ cmploycesur For any O I ~ I C T  purpose, 
may be kclared by the Govenirnenl ns ;1 spol~sored public librilry and 
~lterctlpon Ihe provisions of his ACI and thz rulcs made tltercundcr ~11i1ll  
npply 10 sucli library. 

Gpf{r~~uiiu~r.-For \hcpurpo>es of :his sl~b-section, a "dis~rirl librav", 
"sub-divis~onal Lib~ary", "town library", "area librdry". "rural library" 
or "prioiary rrnil library" shnll rzspclively mean ;I library r i~~~ctioning 
a~ a disrricl library. sub-rlivisiofial libmry, t u w ~ \  library. area library, 
rural I ibrary or primnr~ unit library ill a dis~ricr. hy ~vhnlcvcr n i u 1 1 ~  called, 
ar~d rccogniscd by rhe Govern~nznt as such. 

(2) Any library iviiich is not '[a Governmcnr public library) nlay, 
on appliuatian in thc prescrikd m:irlner, be declared by ihl: Government 
as :I spollsored public library and llicreupon [he provisions or l l~ i s  Act 
and the rules made tl~ercundcr sknll nppIy lo s ~ c h  libritry. 

(3) Nnrwirhs~anding a~~ytlijng conriiised in sub-senions ( 1) and (2), 
rhe Gwcmanen~ may. if i t  considers nccwsary so to do. sponsor m y  
library and declare il to bc a sponsorerl public l i b r u ~  a d  [hereupon the 
provisiolts of lhis Acl and 111c rules ntade lhcrcundcr shall apply LO such 
libmry. 

E:~plrr#~u~iun.-For the purpose orlhis sub-scclion, i~ lihr:rryesr~blisl~cd 
under u xche~l~e rcferrcd lo i n  section 15 shi~ll bc deemed io he 3 
sponsored public library. 

(4) Any library, nor being a palhlic library. regixrered or decrned to 
have heen rcgislcrcd under thc Wcst Bcngal Socir l iss Regislraiiou Act. 
1961, or any libri~ry, not k i n g  a pnblic librilry, esli~bhished or managed 
by any socicly or association or indiuiduds. rzgisrered or dccmcd to have 

-- 
'Scclion Ih was suhsriturcd Tur ~l~uongln;ll by S .  IhoTiht WLSI Rtngnl Public Libhrics 

(AmcndlncnO Acl. IN5 (~VCSI Dcn. Act XXIV or I9XS) 
:Secl:on [Lib was in3crrcd hy s. I - I ,  iljirl. 
qlic i k v o r h  wiihin 111c squarc b n c k c l ~  rvcrc sr~h.;~iulcd Far ~ h c  ~-o&": l  public l ibnr 

and 1hcS:nlc Cclarral Libnrv-' by s. 12(n) oixlrc \Vcsr Rcrigal Puhliu Li5nri;.+ (Arncndrncnr) 
Aa .  1'994 (IYcat Hcn. A C ~ X L I  of [Y94)11). 

'Thc wurds within thc square hn:kcu )VCR subsliturcd lor rhc wvrdr "a public l ihs~ry 
or [ l i t  SIJIC Cenrnl Libnrr" by s. 12(h), ibirl. 



been regis~crcd under that Act shall, on being declared lo be a sponsored 
public libmry, cease to bc a library registcrcd or deemed to have bccn 
registered under the1 Acl or a library cslablisl~ed or rnanagcd by such 
sucicry or associalion ~Tindividuals :tnd thereupon the provisions O F  [his 
Act and rhc rulcs made thereunder shall apply to such library. 

(5) Thc sponsored public libraries shall hc managed in [lie inanncr 
presc rihcd. 

(6) Thc cn~ployees of [he sponsored puhlic libraries. as approved by 
[be Disrricl Magisrrale or thc Distdcr Social Educalion Officer or thc 
District Libnry Olliccr or r l~e Districl Advisory Council for Social 
Educatioll or [he Djrcclor of Public Insrruction or Ihe Local Library 
Aurhority or thc Direclor of Libnry Services, shall bc Jccmed ro be 
1l1e employees or [he Local Library Aurhority and thc terms and 
co~ldirions of scrvice of  such employees shall be such as may be 

'16B. ( 1 )  If and when the Governmcn~creates more than onc districl Dissolurion 

by dividing any cxisdag diaricl (hcreinaller referred to r thc l a m e r  ~~~~l 
I 

districl) undcr any law for thc rime being in force, ~ h c  Government ~ u ~ l ~ o t i ~ y  I 
shnll dissolve lhe Local Library Autborily for ~ h c  former dislrict 

::l:C~: 
wjrll erfect from such dale ;IS thc Goverriinen~ may by notilication any 
appoint. cornmi~tce 

i 
nppoin~cd by 
~t upon (2) Upon [he dissolution of the Local Library Authority Ibr Ihe ,,,tion ,,t 

I 
disiricl under sub-section (1  ),-- ~ n o r ~  than 

one dirtritt 
(a) the members or the snid Local Library Authoriiy shall be by dividing 

b)rmcr 
deemed ro have vaca~ed [heir respective orfices. and district. 

(b) any committee appointed by h c  said Local Library Aulhorily 
undcr section 14 shall stiind dissolved. and the members of 
~ h c  snid commitlee shnll bc deemed ro have vacated thcir 
rcspec~ive offices, rorthwidl. 

(3) Notwi~llslilnding anylhing conraincd in this ACL or ia any orher 
Iaw for the lime bcing in force. the Local Library Authorily for the 
former district or any commitlee nppoinled by rhe said Local 1,ibrary 
Authorily undcr sec~ion 14 shall. unlil the said Local Library Autl~orily 
is dissolved under sub-section (1). conrinue lo exercise all thc powers, 
discharge all the duries and pcrlorm all [he funclions o l the  Local Library 
Aulhoriry or h e  commirtec, as [he case may be, undcr (his Act or [he 
rules or rlle regulations madc thereunder as if the former dislrict has no1 
been divided into more than one disrrict. 

'Srcrion IGU w z  inscnrd by s. 1 crf rl~c \Vcsr I3cng;rl Public Libnrics (Amcndmcnt) 
Acl. 19113 (Wesl Ocn. Act Xll l  a( 1993). 



The \YP.TI Ret)guf PtrbJic Librrrrie,~ Act, 1979. 

(4) Ndrvithshnding anything conraincd in chis Act nr i l l  any mhcr 
law for ihc t i ~ r ~ c  being h Corce.- 

(a) anything done or any action taken by the Local Library 
Authoriry for thc Iormcr district under this Acl or the n~les 
or [he regulnljons made rhcreunder prior 10 Illc dissoluliau 
of lhe said Local Library Authoriry under sub-sreiion (1). 
alld 

(b) any regulations made, or orders issned under lllc provisions 
of this Act or h e  rules or rile regularions made thcreunder. 

and con~inuing in Force imrnedk-wrcly bcfore xuch dissolullon, shall, upon 
the constitulion under sub-scciion I15 of seclion 8 of rhc Local Library 
Ruthwily ior Lhc disiricis created by dividing thc Former disrricr. be 
applicable to ihc Local Library Aulhorily for each s ~ c h  dislrjcl nljd shall 
continue in forcc in  so Tar as lhey arc no1 inconsistent wirh the provisions 
of this ACL or rhe rules or the regulatio~tq made rhereundcr ur~r i l  [hey are 
wpeaied or amended. 

(5) Norwilhsranding anyihing contained in h i s  Ad.- 

(;+ the properties, Iunds and liabilities-of ihc Local Aulhoriry 
for thc Forn~cr disrricl. and 

(h )  h e  afiiccrs and s u r f  of the puhlic libraries employed by \he 
said Local Libmry Authority undcr ciilusr: (c) of section 10 
and holding office imrncdialcly bcfore rhc dissolurion 01 thc 
said Local Library Aulhoriry. 

shall bc de~en~~ined and apponionad Mtvecn llle i o c a ~ ~ i b r ~  ~ ~ ~ i h o r i ~ i e %  
consliluled undcr sub-scclion ( 1 )  of section 8 l'ar lhc disiricb crcaicd by 
dividing thc former disirict, in such manner as miy be prescribed, and 
such delcrminacioo and apponionmenl shall bc fin:~l. 

Finance -and Accounts 

h b r q  - 17. (1) Every Local Library A~~rhoriry shall mainlui~l ;I library fund 
Fund. 

out of which payments under [his Acr shall be met. 
(2) 'I-here shall be crcdiled to rhe library lund h e  following sums- 

(a) conbibulions, piih and income from endorvrnents tn:~dc io 
thc Local Library Aulhorily [or lhe benefir or  public Ii hrilries: 

(h) granrs which ~hc GovzrnmenL may make lor thc general 
maintenance or for any spccific purpose connected with 
librxies ur sacial edriucarion; 

(c) any rtmounl collccrcd by ~ h c  Local Library Aulhoriry urider 
any ruIcs or regulations made under Illis Act. 



T/;P )Yest Betlgal P~rblic Libraries Act, 1979. 

XXXlX of 1979.1 

(CAoptel- 1V.-Fi~rarrcc. and Accorrrl~s.-Scctio~rs I7A,  I7B and 18-- 
Clr(~ptrcr V.-Mi.scellnrt.urrs.-Scctio~rs 19-21.) 

I7A. Tl~e Governmcnt may from rinle to time mnkc such grani lo 
a Local Library Authoriiy or a library for rnanngcmcn~(inc1uding payment 
of salaries or cmployees), mainlennncc, improvemcn~ and development 
of  library scrvices or for any othcr purpose as ir may think f i t .  

17B. A Local Library Authori~y or a library may incur expenditure 
o u ~  of the library fund for carrying oul rhc purposes or [his ACI: 

Provided tbal no expcndilure shall be incurred by a Local Library 
A~uhorily or a library without r l ~e  prior approval of  he Govcrnmcnt far 
any purposc olhcr than a purpose for which a granl has been made by 
the Govcrnmcnt under seclion 17A. 

18. (1) An accounr or all assers and liabiiilies of each Local L i b q  
Auihoriry and of all contribulions, girls aiid income from endowments, 
graii~s mndc by the Governmenr, any amount collcctcd by  he Local 
Library Au thority under any rules made under h i s  Ac! shall be mninlained 
in thc prcscribed maaner. 

(2) The account shall be audited annually in such manncr and by 
such olhccr or  nuihorily as [nay be prcscribed. A copy of lhe audir reporl 
shall be submilied to the Govcrnmcnt i n  the prescribed manner. 

Miscellaneous 

19. No act or the Council or o f  a Local Library Authori~y shalt be 
decmcd LO bc invalid by reason only of the exisrence of any vacancy, 
initial or  subsequenl. or any defcct, in thc constilution or the Council 
or [he Authority. 

20. Every Local Library Authorily and every person-in-charge or a 
public library shall subrnil such reporls and returns and iur-ish such 
information 10 LheDirector or any person uuthoriscd by him in h i s  bchalf 
as Ihe Director or the person so aulhoriscd may, from time to time. 
require. 

21. The Director or any person aulhorised by him in [his behalf may 
inspcct any public [ibnry or any insiitution auached rberelo for (he 
purpose OF sarisiying hirnselrihat the provisiotu of this Act and [he rules 
mndc thcrcunder are duly carried oul. 

' Govcm- 
mcnr granl. 

Powcr to 
lacal 
Libmy 
Authority or 
l ihiaq lo 
incur 
cxpcndifurc. 

Accounrs 
and audi~ .  

Validaiion 
of ~ C L F .  

Rcpam and 
rclums. 

lnspccliun or 
public 
libraries. 

'Sccrions 17A and 178 wcrc inscncd by s. IS of rhc \Vcsr Uengal Public Libraria 
(A~ncndmcnr] Aci. 1985 (Wcs~ Bcn. Aci XXlV 01 1985). 



Amcndmcrit 
10 Lhe Prcss 
and 
Rcgis~ralion 
or B W~;S 

Acl, 1867. 

The \Vest Bengal Prrblic Libruries Act, f 979. 

[West Ben. Act 

22. (1) Whoever contravenes any provision of [his Act or of any 
rulcs made thereunder shall, if no olher penalry is provided therefor in 
any olher Acl. be punishable wilh fine which may cxlend to two hundred 
and filry rupees or if having becn previously convicted of such offence 
is again co~ivicled or an offence under this Act. with fine which may 
extend LO f ive hundrcd rupees, 

(2) No court shall take cognizance of any offence under [his Aci 
exccpl an a rvrilren complain1 made by the Direc~or or by any person 
authorised by the Director in [his behalf. 

23. (1) The Government '[may, in  consultation with the Council, by 
notificalion,] make rules Tor carrying out thc purposes of this ACI. 

(2) In particular and withou~ prejudice to Ihe generality of [he 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the mariers 
which may be or are required lo be prtscribed or made by rules. 

(3) All rules made under rhis seclion shall. as soon z may be. a r m  
they are made, be laid before [he House of h e  Starc Legislalure for 14 
days and shall be subject to such rnodificnrion rts the State Legislature 
may make during ihe session in which they are so laid. 

24. The Press and Rcgislralion of Books Act. 1867, shall, in its =of  1867. 

application lo [he Slate of Wesl Bengal, be amended as follows:- 

(1) for clause (a) of the firs1 paragraph of section 9, the follorving 
clause shall be subsri1uled:- 

"(a) in any case, wilhin one calcnder monrh arter the day 
on which any book sl~all first be delivered oul of the 
press, three such copies and"; 

(2) in section 1 I ,  for tllc firs1 paragraph, the rollowing paragraph 
shall be su bsti tuted:- 

"Out of the three copies delivered pursuant lo clause (a) 
of the first paragraph or section 9 of this Act, one copy shall 
be scnl to the Central Library, and the remaining copies 
shall be disposed of in such rnanner as [he Governmenr may 
from lime to time delemline.". 

'The words wilhin the squm brilckc~ lvcrc subslirurcd for rhc words "may, by 
notification", by s. 19 or ~ h c  Wrrsr Ucngal Public Libmics (Amcndrncnr) Act, 1985 (WGL 
Urn. Acr XXlV of 19x5). 




