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THE MURSHIDABAD ESTATE (MANAGEMENT
OF PROPERTIES) AND MISCELLANEOQUS
PROVISIONS ACT, 1980.

[ Wesl Ben. Acl XI of 1996.

AMERDED Wesi Ben. Act X VIIT of 2001.

[£feh March, 198{.]

AnActto provide for the management of propertics of the Murshidabad
Estate and for matters connected therewith or incidental therero.

Whzneas the fulfilment of the purpose of the trust creaed by the
Murshidabad Estate (Trust) Act, 1963 has become impossible as the
expenditure on account of management and administration, under that
Act, of the propertics of the Murshidabad Eslate (including the expen-
diture on account of recurring liabililies) exceeds the income from such
properties and as such the said trust stands extinguished;

AND WHEREAS [t is considered necessury and expedient to provide for
the management of the propertics of the Murshidabad Eslale and for
mallers connecled therewith or incidental therero;

Ttis hereby enacted in the Thirty-[irst Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislature of Wesl Bengal, os follows:—

1. (1) This Actmay be called the Murshidabad Estate (Management
of Propertics) and Miscellancous Provisions Act, [980.

{2) It shall come into force on such dale as 1the Stale Government
may by notification appoint,

2. Tuthis Act, unless the contexl othenvise requires,—

{a) “appoinled day” means the day appoinled under sub-
section (2) of section 1;

{b) “daughter” means a legitimate daughter; .

(c) “Estale Manager” means the Estate Manager appointed as
such by the State Government under seclion 3;

(d) "Iate Nawab Bahadur” means the Jate Nawab Bahadur Wasif
Ali Mirza;

(e) “nolificalion” mtans a notilication published in the Official
Gazelte,

'For Staement of Objects and Reasons, see the Caicitie Gazente. Exiraordinary, Part 1V,
ol the 281h Aupust, 1980, papes 2a09-2610; for proceedings of the West Bengal Legislalive
Assemhbly, see the proceedings of the meeting of that Assembly held on the S5th September,
1580,

Shaort title
and
commence-
ment,

Definilions.



374 The Murshidabad Estate {Management of Praperties) and

Miscellaneous Provisiony Act, 1980.
[West Tien. Act
(Section 3.)

I(ce} “premises” means any lund or building or part of a
building, and inciudes—

(a) the garden, ground and out-housc, if any,
appertaining to such building or part ofa building,
and

(b)Y any lding affixed to such building or paet of a
building for the more beneficial enjoyment thereof;,

(D) “prescribed” meaus prescribed by rules mude uader this Act;

{g) “properticsofl the Murshidabad Estate” meansthe propertics,
movable and iinmovable, ceferred to inthe Schedule anaexed
10 the Murshidabad Estate (Trust) Act, 1963 as vested inthe  Wosl Ben.
Official Truslee for West Bengal, and as held ia trust by him f\l;ﬁl::l of
or his successor immedistely beforc the oppoinled day,
under thal Act, aid ingludes the Tunds of the Murshidabad
Estate and the incomne from the properiies of the said Estale
which may be in the possession. custody or control

immedintely before the appointed day,
(h) *son'' means a legitimale son;

i) "unauthorised occupation”, in relalion 10 any premises or
other immaovable properties, means 1he occupalion by any
personofihe premises or other inmovable propertics without
autherity for such occupation, and includes the continuance
in occupution by any person of the premises or aother
immovable properties afier the authorily (whether by way of
grant ar any other mode of transfer) under which he was
allowed looccupy Lhe premises orother immovable properties
has cxpired or has been determined [or any reason whatse-

ever.
Transfee 3. (1) On and fram the appotnted day, the properlies of Lhe
;{J:anics Murshidabad Eslate (hereinafier referred to as the Estate properties) shall,
ol the by virtuc afthis Act, stand ransferred 1o, and vestin, the State Government.
Murshidohad
F;;"Sl(c;[g (2) Upon the transfer of the Estatle properties to, and vesting thereal

Government. i, the Stale Government under sub-section (), the State Government
may lake. or cause to be tuken, such steps as it considers necessary for
securing the poasscssion thereal.

'Clause fee) was inserted by 5. 2(a) of the Murshidabad BEstate (Maragement of
Praperties) and Miscellancous Provisians (Ameadimem) Act, [996 (West Ben, Act XT of
1996).

2Clause (1) was inscried by 5. 2(b), ibid.
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{Sections 4.4}

4. (1) For the purpose of inanaging and adminisicring the Estate  General
properties (including any income therefrom), the State Government may  Sroct of
take such measures as il considers necessary or expedient and do all acls
and incur all expenditure necessary or incidenlal therelo.

(2) Anypaymeut made lothe Stale Governmenlin the discharge of any
obligation in relation lo any of the Eslale properlies shall be a full and valid
discharge 10 the person making the payment [rom all liabilitics in respect
thereof.

(3) Anypaymentmade otherwise than inaccordance with sub-section
(2% shall not be deemed 1o dischirge the person paying it {from his
cbligation (o make the payment and shall not affect the right of the Sate
Goverument to enforce such obligation against that person.

(4) Any suit of procceding pending belore the appointed day in

relation lo any of the Eslate properties imay be contitued by or against the
State Government, as the case may be, and nol otherwise,

(5) All valid contracts subsisting immediately befare the appointed
day in relation to any of the Estate properties shall be of as [ull force and
elfect against or in [Mvour of the Siate Government and shall be enforcc-
nble as fully and effectively agamst or by the Stale Governmentl as if the
Slate Government had always been named therein and had been a pany ‘
thercio. |

'(6) Save as oiherwise provided in this Act, any suil or other legal .
procceding, except a suit or ather (eeal procceding against an order of '
eviclion from any premises or other immovable properties under section
9, for theenlorcement of any right or remedy in respectof any of the Estute
pioperlics nway be instituled inanycourt by oragainstthe Siaie Governinent,
as the case may be, and nol otherwisc.

) 5. (1) Assoonasmaybeafiertheappointed duy, theSlatle Governmenl  Appointment
shull by notification appoint such person as it thinks (it w be Estate ?ﬁ::;g;
Manager on such terms and conditions as the Stale Government may
determine. )

(2} The Eslale Manager shall excrcise the powers conferred, and
perform the duties imposed, on'him by ov under this Act,

6. The Estate properties which sland translerred to and vast in the Mi‘iﬂﬂgcmcnl
State Government under sub-scction (1) of section 3 shall, subjectiothe  350. .
provisions of this A<t and the rules made thereunder. be managed and  tion of Esiate

administered on behall of the State Cavernment by the Estate Manager,  PrOPETHes:

tSub-seetion (6) was substituied for the original sub-section by s, 3 of the Musshidabad
Esmane (hMaungemem of Praperiics) and Mrscellaneous Provisians (Amendment) Act, 1996
{West Ben. Act Al ol 1996).
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Miscellancons Provisions Act, 1980.

[West Ben. Acl
{Sectiony 7, 8.)

Provision for 7. With effect [rom such dale as the Slale Government may specify

employess. in \hix behall, the services of all persons employed under the proviso to
clause (8) of section 4 of the Murshidabad Eslate {(Trust) Act, 1963 shall  wvesi Ben.
stand delermined: Act lLof

. . . 1963,
Provided Lhat the Estate Manager may, with the previous approval of

the State Government, re-cmploy any such person in connection with the
management and administration of the Estate properties on such terms and
condilions as the State Government may determine,

Issuc of 8. (1) Il the Estate Manager is of opinion that any persons are in
thomnce  unauthorised occupation of '[any premises or other immovable properties
against order  included in the Estate propenties (hereinaller referred 1o as the premises or
gF"‘““““ other immovable properties)] and that they should be evicled, the Estate
unautherised  IManager shall issue in the manner hereinafler provided a notice in wriling
occupanis of - ealling upan all persons concerned Lo show cause why an order of eviclion

any prenises
ingifdcd in should not be made.

g:;‘]")‘:nm_ (2) The notice shall—
. () specify the grounds onwhich the order of eviction is proposed

Lo be made; and

{b) require all persons concerned, that is to say, all persons who
are, or may be, in occupalion of, or claim interest in, *[the
premises or other immovable propertics,] to show cause, if
any, againsl Lhe preposed order on or before such date as is
specified in the nolice, being a dale not earlier than ten days
{rom the dale of issue thereof.

(3) The Eslatc Manager shall cause the notice o be served by having
it affixed on the outer door or some other conspicuous part of *[the
premises or otherimmaovable properties,] and in such other manner as may
be prescribed, whereupon the nolice shall be deemed to have been duly
given o all persons concerned.

(4} Where the Estate Manager knows or has reasons 1o believe that
any persons are “[in unauthorised occupation of the premises or other
immovable properties,| then, wilhout prejudice to the provisions of sub-
section (3), he shall cause a copy of the notice 10 be served on every such
person by postor by delivering or lendering it to that person or in such other
manner as muay be prescribed.

"The words and brackets within the square brackets were substiluled for the words and
brackels “any premises included in the Eslaie properties (hereinafier relerred 1o as the
premises) bys. 4(ayolthe Murshidabad Estate (Management ol Properticsyand Miscellancous
Provisions (Amendment) Acl, 1996 (West Ben. Act XI of 1996).

The words within the square brackets were substitted for the words “ihe premises,”
by s. d(b}, ibitl.

*The words wilhin the square brackers were substituted for the words “the premises,”
by s, d(c), ibid,

*The words within the square brackets were substiluied for the words “in occupation of
the premises,” by s. 4(d), ibid,
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(Sections 9, 94, 98.)

19, {I) If, alter considering the cause, if any, shown by any persan in
pursuance of a nalice under section 8 and any evidence he may produce in
support of the same and aller giving him a reasonable opporwnity of being
heard. the Estale Manager is satisfied that the premises or other immovable
properties arein unauthorised occupation, Ihe Estate Manager may, onadate
(o be fixed for the purpase, make an order of eviclion, for reasons to be
recorded Iberein, directing that the premises or olther immeovable properties
shall be vacated, and the possession thereof shall be delivered to the Eslate
Manager or any other officer duly authorised by the Estale Manager in this
behalf, by all persons who may be in eccapation thereof or any part thereol,
within such period as may be specified in the order, and turnish a copy of 1he
order, if applied for, to all such persons, free ofcost, aid also cause a copy of
the order 1o be affixed on the outer door or some other conspicuous parl
of Lthe premises or otler immavable properties.

(2) If any person refuses or fails 1g comply wilh the order of eviction
made under sub-section (1) within the period specified in the order or
within fifieen days of its publication under sub-section (1), whichever is
later, the Estate Manager or any other officer duly authorised by the Estate
Manager in this behalf may evict that persen from, and take possession ol
(lie premises or other immovable properties and may, [or that purpose, use
such force as may be necessary.

(3) The costoftaking possession of the premises or other immovable
properties under sub-section (2) shal] be payable by the person from whom
possession of the premises or other immaovable properties has been 1aken
within such periad as the Eslale Manager may by order direcl.

BA. (1) Where any persons have been evicted from any premises or
gther immovable properties under section 9, the Estate Manager may, afier
giving fourteen days’ notice to the persons from whormn possessian of the
premises or other iminovable properties has been taken, remove or cause to
be removed ar dispose of by public auction any property remaining on such
premises.

(2} Where any property is sald under sub-section (1), the sale proceeds
shall, afier deducling Lhe expenses of the sale and the amount, if any, due to
the Estate Manager on account of arrears ol rent or damages or costs, be paid
ta such person or persons as may appear to the Estate Manager 1o be entitled
to the same.

"BB. (1} An appeal shall lie from every arder of the Estate Manager
made under seciion 9 Lo an appeliate oflicer who shall be the districl judge of
the district in which the premises or other immovable properlies are siluate
orsuch otherjudicial officer in that district of net less than len years® standing
as Lhe districl judge may designate in his behalf.

*Section 9 was substituled for the original section by 5. 5 of the Murshidabad Estale
{Manapement of Prapertics) and Miscellancous Pravisions (Amendment) Act, 1994
(West Ben. Act X1 ol 1996). .
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{(Secrions [0-12.)

{2) An appeal under sub-section (1} shall be preferred wihin fifleen
days frem Lhe date of publicalion of 1he order under thal sub-section:

Provided thal the appeliate officer may enieriain the appeal after the
expiry of the said period of (ilteen days, if he is satis(ted that the appellant
was prevented by sufficient cause from [iling the appeal in time.

{3} Where an appeal is preferred from an order of the Estate Manager,
the appeilate officer may stay the enforcement of thist order [or such period
and on such condilions as he deems M.

(4} Every appeal under this section shall be disposed of by the
appellate oflicer as expeditiously as possible,

{5) The costs of any appeal under this section shall be in the discretion
of the appellale officer.

(6) For the purposes of s section, the City of '{Kolkala] as defined
inclause (3) of section 2 of the City Civil Court Act, 1953, shall be deemed
to be adistrict and the Chiel Judge or the principal judge ol the City Civil
Court therein shall be deemed te be the district judge of the district.

10. Norwithstanding anything contained in this Acl, alternalive
accommodation for bona fide residential purposes shail be provided 1o
such surviving sons and daughter of the late Nawab Bahadur as are
beneficiaries under the Murshidabad Estate (Trust) Act, 1963 and are 10 be
evicted under section 9:

Provided that such surviving son or daughler docs nol own any pacca
house in West Bengal at the date of commencement of this Act.

11. The Estate Manager may, wilh the previous approval of the State
Gaverniment, dispose of by sale ar public auction any immovable property
forming part of the Eslale properties l'or the purpose of repaymcenlt of debts
and discharge of liabilities, il any, being the firsL charge on the Estale
properties under any enactmenl in force for the lime being, and invest the
balance ol the proceeds thereof, ifany, alter such repayment and discharge,
in such manner as the State Government may direcl.

12, From the income from the Estate properlies, the Eslale Manager
shall meel the expenses of Lhe management and administration of the
Estale properties and ihe performance of the prescribed religious ceremonies
and discharge the current linbilities and, from the balance, tf any, remaining
oul of Lhe income as aforesaid, be shall puy Lo such surviving sons and
daughler of the latc Nawab Babadur as are beneficiaries under the
Murshidabad Estate (Trust} Act, 1963 monthly allowances at such rate and
in such manner as may be prescribed:

Provided that no such allowances shall be paid where 1he annual
income of such surviving son or daughter exceeds (cn thousand rupees.

"The word within the square brackets was substitnted for the word “Calcuua™ by s. 35 of
the West Bengal Capital City (Change of Name} Act. 2001 {West Ben, Act XVIIT ol 2001).
w.e.f the Ist January, 2001,
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(Secrions 13, 14, 14A, 13, 16)

13. (1) Notwithstanding anything conlained elsewhere in this Acl,
the Director of Archaeology, Goverminent of West Bengal, shall be
respansible for the management of, andl [or the preservation of art objects,
books, manuscripls, records, oil painlings and any other like objects kept
in. the Hazar Duari Palace and Imambarah (which have been declared by
the Central Government under the Ancient Monumenls and Archaeologicat
Sites and Remains Act, 1958 to be of national imporlance) Lill the said
Hazar Duari Palace and Tmambaroh are (aken over by the Central
Govemment under that Act.

(2) The expenses for the preservation of art objects, books, manu
scripis, records, oil paintings and any other [ike objeets kept in the Hazar
Duari Palace and Imambarah shall be borne by the Siate Government till
the Hazar Duari Palace and Imambarah arc taken over by the Ceniral
Govermmenl.

14. No suit, proseclion or ather legal proceeding shall lie againsl the
Stute Governmenl or the Director of Archaeology, Governiment of Wesl
Bengal or the Estate Manager or any other officer foranything whichisin
good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or the rules made
thereunder.

'14A.  NoCivil Court shall have jurisdiction 1o deal with orlo decide any
question which is required to be dealt with or Lo be decided under the
provisions of this Act.

15. (1) The Stale Government may by nolification make rules for
carrying oul the purposes of this Acl.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generalily of the fore-

going power, such rules may provide for all or any ol the matters which may
be, or are required to be, prescribed.

16. (1) The Murshidabad Esiale (Trust) Act, 1963 is hereby repealed.

(2) Fortheremoval of doubls, itis hereby declared that such repeal shall
not revive or elfect or imply in any way the revival of—
(1) the Moorshedabad Aci, 1891, or

(2) the Murshidabad Estate Adminisiration Act, 1933, or
{3) the Murshidabad Act, 1946, or

(4) the Murshidabad Estate Administration (Amendment} Act,
1959,

repealed under the Murshidabad Estate (Trust) Act, 1963,

'Section 14A was inseried by 5. 7 of the Murshidabad Estate (Managemeni ol Proparties)
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