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West Bengal Act XXV of 1984' 

THE WEST BENGAL INLAND FISHERIES 
ACT, 1984. 

Wcsr Ben, A d  XIX ol' 1993. 
W s i  Ben. Act XXI of 1997. 

Atr Acf fo pl-nvirlc jur ~lrc ra~rst~n~nriurr. clcvclop~lierl~, propngatiotl, 
l~lurccrion, e,rploirn~iorr mrd disposrrl uJit~i<~~ldfir.li rrrrrlJsheries i l l  IVesr 
Hell~nl a ~ r r t ~ o r  n1ofIer.r colitrecrrtt flti~~y~virh ur irroiderl~nl ttlereru. 

W I ~ E R ~ S  i~ is expedicil~ ~oprovidl: Ibr rhc ct~nscrva~ion, devclopmcnt, 
propngation, prolec~ion, capl(litation and disposal of inland fish and 
fishcrics in  Wesl Bel~gal and Tor rnatlers connco~cd ~herewilh or incidel~ral 
ihcrero; 

AND ~VHKKFAS previous silnc~io~l of  IIIC Prcsidcnt under rhc proviso to 
clause (h) or arliclc 304 of rhe Cons~itution of Indi :~  hiis hccn ob~ained; 

Ii is llcrehy cnac~cd in the Thir~y-filrh Ycar of the Rcpublic of India, 
hy ~ h c  Lcgislatiirc o l IVes~ Bengal. ;IS rcl1lows:- 

1. ( I )  This Acl may hc ci~llctl   he Wcsr 13cngnl Inland Fishcrics Shon ri~lc. 

Acr, 1984. cxrenr md 
cnIIInIcncc. 

(2) It cx~cnds lo thc whole of West  Bcngul. mcnr. 

(3) It hhull comc inlo rorcc on such d a ~ c  its 111e Slale Govcrnmcnl 
may hy norificalion appoinr, and diffcrenr dn~cs  may be appointed Tor 
diffcrcnr provisions of this Act. 

2. III  his ACL, unlcss ~ h c r c  is nny~hing  repugnanl in the subject Urfinitions. 

o r  conlcx[,- 

(i) "co'mpany" mcans n domcsric company or a foreign 
company. 

Et-plrt~ir~tiotr I.-"Dornzstic ctirnpany" means a company 
iormed and regis~crcd undcr thc'Conipanies ACI. 1956, and 
includcb ;i company rornlcd and registered undcr any law 
rcliiling to c o m p ~ n i c s  ~orrncrly in  force i l iany par1 ol' India: 

IFor Siatcnienl of Ubjccts n~ld I<rasons, .rrc rhr: Ctrlt~irillr C I I ; ~ I I C .  Erir~trrmlirrrrrj. 
Pan 1V of  Ihc l l s l  F t h r u q ,  1984 (Dill No. 4 01' I Y S I ) :  Tor pruccedings orrhc \t'c>l Rcngal 
Lcgisla~ive Assembly, rcr the proceedings or ~rlccling nC rhai A~scmbly hcld on the 
3 r d  April. 1984. 



T f ~ c  Wesr Rengal ltrlol~d Fixher-ics Act. 1984. 

[West Bcn. Act 

Providcd [ha[ the registered ol'licc 01 thc company i s  
in India. 

Explar~uriotr II.- "Fnrcign company" means a foreign 
company wirhin ~ h c  mcnning of sccrion 59 I or [he 
Companies Act, 1956. and includes any foreign association, 
wherhcr incorporitlzd or no!, which rhc Ccnrml Government 
may, by gcncral or spccial ordcr, declare to bc a foreign 
company lor thc purposes o f  this Act; 

( i i )  "compcrent aurhority" rncans any pcrson or authori~y 
authorisrd by rhe S ~ I C  Govcrn~neni by notification to 

perform the func~irlns o f  thc cornpelen[ authority undcr 
this Act; 

(iii) "firm" hm rhc sntnc mcaning as in ~ h c  Indian Par~ncrship 
Acl. 1932; 

( iv)  "fish" includes aquaric plunls and animals in any stage of 
their l i fe  cycle; 

(v) "Lshcman" mcnns a pzrson who ih by casre or by profession 
a fishcrrnan and i s  ~nainly cngngcd in cul~ure or caplurc 
of fish; 

(v i )  "fishcry" means any a c ~ i v i ~ y  or occuparion connected with 
conservation, dcvclopmcn~, propagation, pro~cction, 
exploirarion or disposal of fish and fish products, or any 
placc or watcr arca where such nclivity or occupation i s  

carricd on. and includes a tank f shery. 

EA-p1urrurior1.-"Tank fishcry" .shall have thc samc 
meaning as in [he Wcst Bengal Estates Acquisition 
Act, 1953; 

(vii) "fixed enginc" includes a net, cagc, fishing-fence, anchor, 
trap or con~rivanue For litking fish, fixed in the soil or madc 
slationary in any oihcr way: 

(viii) "Hindu undivided Family" has the sam'e rncaning as in 
thc Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Act, 1944; 

(ix) "multi-ownership rank" mcnns a resavoir for watcr, hcld 
by LWO or mnre pcrsons by way or  ownership, lease. 

Ben. , . ; . .- . . 
Acr I of . :  . 

, .  - .  . . .  - ,, , ,. , . 
, . .  t 954, . . 

Btn. Acr 1V . , . , . . . . . . - -  . . . - - ,  
or 1943. . . . .  . . . 

rnorlgage or othcrwisc; , 

(x) "nodfication" means a notification published in the Oflcial 
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(Cl~apter I/.-Corrsetvatio~i u~rdprnpugnrir~r~.-Secri~~~~ 3-5.) 

(xi)  "person" includes n Hindu undivided family, cornpnny. firm, 
insrirution (by whilicvcr nnmc callcd), fish producrion 
group, Gmrrr Pa~rclrrrwr, Par~clru~~ar Snrrriri. 2illa Porishad, 
co-operative socicty or othcr associalion of pcrsons; 

(xii) "prescribcd" mcans prescribcd by rules mndc under 
this Act; 

(xiii) "public purposc" means any purposc having, or being 
connec~ed with. arly or rhc rollowing objects:- 

(a) h e  improvcrnen~ or dcvelopmcnr of fishcry, 

(b) the supply ol' fish to consurncrs from Fishcry, 
(c) any ather objec~ ancillary or incidental to thc object 

refemcd lo  in  suh-clause (a) o r  sub-clause (b). 

Conscrvation and propagation I 
I 

3. ( I )  The S~are  Govcrnmcnl may, for [he purpose ~Fconscrvarion Conscma- 
lion and and propagation of f sh, by no~ificalion rcslricl, for any spccificd area 1 

and for n specified period. fishing of specified sizc, group or species of ofhsh. i 
fish, and may by rulcs rcgula~e thc conservniion and propagation of fish 
including the following:- 

(i) the erection or usc of  fixed cngine; , , 

( i i )  [he conslruc~ion, temporary or permancnl. of any wcir. dam 
or bro~dl~; 

(iii) d ~ e  dimension and kind or  any ncr or size OF any mesh or 
any othcr fishing contrivance, and the modc of using them. 

(2) N o  person shall construcl any dam, barrage, brrtidr or barrier of 
any kind wha~socvcr on a flowing river without making provision for 
lish-pass or fish-ladder OF such dcscriplion and in such manner x may be 
direcled by thc competent au~horily. 

4. No person shall, withou~ obtaining permission from the compclen~ 
authority. calch fish by angling in such arca as the Starc Governmen1 may 
by nolification specily. 

5. IF any person uses any d y n ~ ~ r n i ~ c  or other cxplosivc substance or 
p u ~  any poison, lime or noxious mnrerial in any fishery or olher waler 
arca with in ten^ to catch or dcstroy any fish [herein, hc shall be punished 
wilh imprisonment for a tcrrn which mily extend to six rnonrhs, or with 
f ine which may exrend lo IWO rhousi~nd rupees, ar wirh bo~h. . 

Angling in 
spccificd 

q - -  . - . . .. . . ,  

. . 
.... 
,. .. 

Dcsl~clron 
or.lish by 
cxplosivc 
subslance or 
poisoning. 
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Propzr 
ulilisa~~o!~ 
of multi- 
ownership 
or olhcr 
ranks lnr 
piscicul~ulr. 

6. ( 1 )  No pcrson shall discharge inlo any flbwing wxcr  or any 
conlined 'water arca any indusrri:ll wasre, sewage or olhcr polluting 
subsrancc lhal h a y  ai rcc~ thc hcal~h clr l i I c  of  fish orcause destruction of 
iish. ar act in coniravcntim or any rulcs regulating rhc protzclion or fish. 

(2 )  Any per4on causinz pollulinn orany flrlrving water or'any confined 
wnlcr arca in ,contraven~ion or ihc p-oviswns of  sub-scction ( I  ) shall be 
directcd by rhc Srate Governmcni for the prcvcntion of such pollulion 
wirliin n spqcficd timc, failing ' ivhicl~ [he S l a ~ e  Governmcnt shall take 
s u c l ~  nieasures as il may think'fil i6r  he preventibn of such pollution, and 
thc cnlirc cost in tl~is behalror ady par1 ttidrcnf shall be recovered from 
such pcrsun. 

(3) Wirhour prejudice lo ~ h c  prrivisions or lhc foregoing sub-section, 
any pcrstln causing poilution ureny flowing watcr or any confined waler 
arcn may also hc prosecured and  shall. on convicrion, bc punished with 
irnprisonmcn~ for n !em> which uiay rxlend lo six months, or wilh finc 
which may ex~cnd to tcn thousand rupees, or will1 both. 

7. Thc Stntc Governmenr may prescribe by rules rhe minimum agc, 
lengll~ and wcight of fish that shall hc used for induced breeding for any 
purpose otl~cr lhan scicnrilic research. - 

8. ( 1 ) If  the cornpclcnl a u ~ h ( ~ r i ~ y ,  on rcccipt or an informalion or on 
his own motion or olherwiz, is sadsf id  t h a ~  a mul~i-ownership tank is 
nor utilizcd in accordance wilh the prevailing norms of pisciculrurc and 
that i t  is necessary for any public purpose so to do, he miy, aher giving 
one month's nodcc 10 the owner and  he possessor of such tank, by order 
in writing lakc ovcr thc panagemen1 and control OF such mnk. 

(2) .The managcmcnr and cantrol of such lank may be kansferrcd by 
thc competenl aulhoriry ro any pei-son for proper utilization of such lank 
in such manner as may bc prcscrihcd. 

(3)' Every co-sharcr or co-owncr af a multi-ownership tank shall be 
entitlcd LO receive renr for taking ovcr thc mnnagcmcnt and control of 
such lank by thc competent autllority a1 such ratc as may be de~crmincd 
by ~ h a r  aurhori~y in thc manner prescribed. . 

(4)  Thc managcmem and control or a mul~i-ownership tank may k 
raken over unicr sub-sec~ion ( I ) Ibr a pcriod nor cxcceding 25 years or 
r ranst'ctkd tu any person undcr suh-sccrion (2) for a pcridd  no^ exceeding 
I O ycars at a time. 
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!i (5) I f the person rci-crred ro in  suh+sec~ion (2) tails !o utilize rhc multi- 
nwnership lank in accordance with thc prevaili ng norms of pisciculturc, 
thc cornpeten1 authority may, atier giving nolice to such pcrson. rcsurnc, ,. 
thc management and conlrol or such rank withnur paymenl of any rent or , 

cornpcnsation to such person; and sucli lank may thereaRer bc managed 
by thc cornpetenl authorily or transkcred ro some other pcrson for 
pisciculturc. 

(6) Thc provisions or lhis s c c ~ i o n  shall apply, rrlrrtaris tritrrmrdi.~, to 
any rank owncd ar posscsscd by a singlc pcrson, or a tank owned by the 
Stalc Government j o i n ~ l y  w i ~ h  orher pcrson or persons. , 

9. ( 1 )  The Statc Governmcn~ may. for thc purpose o f  milking an Distnbut~no 

cqui~ablc disrributionoi sewagc w:mr for the sewage-fed fishcrics, se[ ~ ~ ~ ~ g e  
up a commirtec with suih rnernbcrs as may be prcscrihcd. 

(2) Thc cornmiutc shall excrcisc sucl, powers as may be prcscribed. 

10. A clusrcr of fishermen or othcr persorbs or'borh may, Tor the Fish p~oduc- 

purpose OF eFficicnt production and salc of  fish in a coUcctive.way, form r ' O n ~ m U p ~  

and register a fish produciion group in such rnanncr as may bc prcscribed: 

. Provided thal n o  pcrson who is a mcmhcr of any iishermen's 
co-operative society, regislcrcd o r  deemed lo bc rcgistercd undcr the 

Wcrt Bcn. Acr West BenkaI Co-operative Socic~ics Act, 1973, shall be a member of a 
xxxvlrl fish producdnn group. 1973, 

11. ( I )  Thc Stare Govcrnme~ir tnay. i T  il lhinks fil, so to do, build up Building up 
i .  . , 
. . .  

. ,.  - - .. 
a buircr stock o f  fish For rhc purpose or ensuring a sleady supply ro $,::Ed , .  . . . .  

, . 
I .  . . .  

- . . ,  

consumers. lzcy or fish. 

' (2) For the purposcmentioncd in suh:.cection (1) rhc Stale Government 
. ,  . - .  may imposc a le i y  on producers and wholesale dealcrs of fish at such 

. . . , . . , , .  .- . 
scnlc and in such manner 3 5  may be przscribcd: 

Provided Ihni such imposirion of l rvy shall come into force i n  such 
areas and in  respccr of such spccics o f  fish as thc Stale Govcinn~cnl may 
.by notificarion spccjiy. 

Erpla~~a~b~r.-"producer" shall include a cilrcher. 

12. No fish or fish producr rc jcc~ed by any authority empoivcrcd Lo Saltof 

do so undcr any law Ibr the lime hcing in forcc as being unfir for cxport' K~:j'c'cdfish. 

shall be put 10 sale for human consumplion, unlcss  he same has been 
cercfied by an authori~y, appointed by [he Slarc Go,vernmcnl by 
nolilicalion, to bc f i ~  for suoh consump~ion and such aulhorily shall also 
indicalc i n  the cerlificaie rhc pcrirld of  validity  hereo of. 



Fisllinp. 
labour. 

Bar lo 
conversion 
oC walcr nrw 
cic. ror othcr 
USC. 

Tlrc Werr Berlgol Itilrrrrcl I.'isl~erics Act, 1984. 
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(Cl~apter 111.--Mar1age111c.11 I.-Secriu~is 13- 17.-Cf~apter IIIA.-Bar- to 
c t ~ r ~ ~ ~ c r s i n n  of wafer aren efc. for orher. rrse,-Sec~io/z 17A.j 

I 
I 

' I 

13. No pcrson shall scll fish-spawn without using such slandard ! 
mcnsure as may be specified by [he Slate Govcrnrnen~ by notif carion. 

14. Nolwilhstanding anything t(1 the contrary contained in any other 
law For thc time being in force, thc Slate Govcrnmenl may by nolificalion 
declarc any area 3s a fish-murkel area within which purchase and 
salc or  iish shall bc rcgulared in ;iccordnnce wirh such rules as may bc 
prcscrihed. 

15. 'Thc owner or lcssee of fish-rnarkc~ wholly or panly mean1 for 
sale or fish shall ensurc such hygicniu condition in such market as may be 
prescnbcd. 

16. ( I )  Evcry person urdinarily dealing in fish of any quantity 
exceeding ten kilograms by way ar salc, expohin~ for salc, uansportalion, 
storage, prcscrvatjon or processine shall obscrve such hygienic and 
sanitary conditions as may be prcscribed. 

(2) TTnny persan rails to abscrve any hygienic or sanitary condition 
as provided in lhc rulcs referrcd to i n  sub-scction ( I ) ,  he shall bc punished 
with fine which may extend to ten ih(~usnnd rupccs. 

17. ( 1 )  Thc &ale Govcrnn~ent may makc rules regulating the pny rnent 
or wages, cithcr in cash or in kind or in bnth, the wcckly duly hours and 
other ( e m s  and conditions of cmployrncnl of lhc labour employed in 
fishing activily of  any kind. 

(2) Such rules may also providc Tor themode ~Fsc~tlcment ordisputes 
bclween a fisherman and the lahour employed by him. 

'CHAPTER IIIA 

Bar to conversion of watcr area ctc. for other use 

17A. ( I )  No person shall- 

(a) put any watcr area including embankment measuring 5 coltahs 
or 0.035 hcctare or rnorc, which is capablr o f  bcing uscd as 
fishery, or any narurally or artificially deprcsscd land holding , . 

n~easuring 5 counhs or 0.035 heclare or more, which retains 
watcr for a minimum pcriod of six monlhs in  a ycar, to 
such use, othcr than lishery, as may result in abolilion of . , 

lishery. or 
I 

'Chnptir l l IA was in5end by s .  1 or thc We51 Bcngal Inland Fisherits (Arnendmcnr) 
Acl. 1493 (Wcsr Rcn. Acr XIX 01 1993). 
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(Cltapter Il1A.-Bur to cotrversiot~ of lvurer area elc, for 
otfier rise.-Secrio~t 17A.) 

(b) fill up any water area including em hank men^ or na~urnlly or 
artiLciolly dcprcsscd land holding as aforesaid, with a view 
to converting it  into snlid land lor thc purposc ofconsrrucdon 

. of any building thcrton or tor any orher purpose, or 
(c) dividc any wntcr arcn including cmbanknlen~ or naturally or 

brtiLcinlly deprcs~cd land holding as aforesaid inlo pails so 
as40 make any such par1 mcasurc lcss rhan 5 couahs or 0.035 
hcctare for any purpose othcr than piscicutiurc or rrnnsfcr 

.- any part of any such water area including embankment or 
nalurally or anificial ly depressed land, holding as so  divided 
to any other pcrson. 

(2) If the competent auihority, on receipt or  w inlormation or on his 
own motion or otherwise, is sa~isfied 11ia[- 

(a) any water area including embankment or nalurally or 
arrificially dcprcsscd land holding, rcfcrred lo in clause (a) of 
sub-scction ( I ) ,  is ,hcing, or is nbour ro bc, p u ~  ro any 
usc, other than fishery. or 

(b) any such water arca including cnibankmenl or narurally or 
anificially dcprcsscd land holding is being, or is aboul to bc, 
filled up, or 

(c) any such water area including cmbnnkmcnr or naturally or 
artificially depressed land halding is being, or is about 10 be, 
divided inlo park, or any part of any such water area including 
embankmenl or naturally or arlificially depressed land holding 
as so dividcd is bcing. or is aboul lo bc [ransferred 10 any 
other person, . 

in conlravenrion orthc provisions c ~ f  sub-scction ( I ) ,  and thal i l  is ncccssary 
for [he purpose of promotion o f  pisciculture, checking oTdcs~uction of 
fisheries and prevention of environmen~al degradation s o  l o  do, he may, 
by order in writing, iake over ~ h c  managemenl and control of such walcr 
area including embankment or nnrurally or ar~ilicially depresscd land 
holding, as rhc casc may be. 

(3) An order under sub-section (2) shall be scrvcd in the prescribed 
manncr on the owner of the water area including embankmenl or nalurally 
or artificially depressed land holding, as the case may bc, or, whcrc the 
water area including cmbankment or natural1 y or arlificially depressed 
land holding is in occupation of any person, nol being the owner of such 
watcr arca including em banknienl or nalurally or arlificially depressed 
land halding, on such person. 

(4)' The managcmcnl and conlrol ( ~ f  such water area including 
embankmeni or naturally or artificially dcprcsscd land holding may be 
transfcrrcd by the competent aurhorily lo any person forpropcr uliliza~ion 
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(10) (a) Thc crlnlperenl au~hority may, by n writtcn noticc. rcquirc 
any pcrson who, by conrravening [he provisions of sub-section ( I ) , -  

(i) puts any \ralcr arcn including clnhankn~enr or naturally or 
a r ~ i  ficially dcprcsscd land h(~ldin,u lo ;In y use o ~ h c r  ihan 
tishcry, or 

(ii) fills up any walzr area including embanbncnl or nn1ur;~lly or 
arlificially depressed land holding with 3 view lo converting 
i t  inlo solid Iiind, or 

(iii) divides any wnrcr arca including cmhilnkmcnr or nil~urally or 
arlificially dcprcsscd land hoIding inlo pnrrs for any purposc 

. o ~ l ~ c r  ~han  pisciculrure or transfer any pan of any such warcr 
arca including embank men^ or nalurally or artificially 
dcprcsscd land ho ld i~~g  as sa dividcd lo any orher person, 

ra restore. wirhin such period as may bc spccihcd in  ~ h c  nnlicc, such water 
i~rca i ~ ~ c l u d i ~ ~ g  enibankrncnt or flawrnlly or ar~ilicially dcprcsscd land 
holding. tih lhc casc may be, lo irs originaI condition a1 his own cxpcnsc. 

(b) IT such pel-son fails to rrslorz sucll walcr area including 
cmbankmcnr or narurally or ar~ificially depressed land holding lo ils 
original cvndiriori within the period specified in [he iiolice under clause 
(a), [tie voaipcrcnl nulharity may, by order in wriling, lake river the 
milnagcmenr mid cotilrol of such walcr arca including embankmcnl or 
n i ~ ~ ~ r i l l l y  or nrtihcially depressed land holding, as [lie case may be, restorc 
i l  lo ils original c~mditinn, and recover the entire cosr in [his behalf or any 
par1 thcrcor from such person. 

(c) Thc milnagcment and conuol of such waler area including 
enibnnk~nenl or na~urully or or~ihcially dcprcssed Innd holding as may hc 
laken ovcr by thc compclcnr au~horiry undcr clausc (b) may bc kansfcrrcd 
by the conlpelenr nurhoti~y 10 any pcrsan lor propcr utilisation o l  such 
waler area including embankmcnr or nalurally or arlificially depressed 
land holding, as rhc case may be, in such manner as may bc prcscribcd. 
And, [hercupon, thc provisions of sub-sccdons (5). (6), (7) and (8) shall 
apply Lo such warer area including embankmenl or narurally or anif7cialIy 
dcprcsscd land holding, as the case may be. 

(I I )  Any pcrson who commits any offencc by conlravcning rhc 
provisions or  sub-scction (1) shall, without prcjudicc 10 thc provisions or 
sub-sec~ion (lo), be punishcd with imprisonmenr for a terln which may 
extend lo rwo years or wilh finc which may exlend to rwo lakh rupees or 
wilh horh, and [tie provisions of seclion 20 shall not apply 10 such person. 

'(12) An offence undcr sub-scclion (I I )  shall bc cognizable and 
non-bailahlc. 

'Sub-scc~ion (11) w u  inscncd by s. 2 oifhc \Vest Bcngal Inland Fishcrics (Amrndmcnr) 
Acr. 1997 (\VCSI Bcn. Acl  XX I  01 1997). 
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18. ( 1  ) An appcnl againsl any orrlcr a I  rhc competenl authnriry made 
under this Acl r)r thc rulcs made ll~crcundcr Itlay be prclcrrcd witl~in a 
period of thirly days rrom the dare of  communicntion OF the nrdcr 10 (he 
person aggricvcd by sucl~  order: 

Provided that thc appcllare au~horily may cn~ertain rhc appcal 
alter rhc cxpiry of thc said period or  rhir~y days, if he is salisricd that 
I hc :glpcllanr was prevenled by surfiuicnt cause frnm filing thc appeal 
in timc. 

(2) An appcal undcr sub-secrion ( 1 )  shall lie wirh such cilficcr, no1 
hclow thc rank uf Dcpuly Direclor ar Fishcries. as lhe Slatc Govcrntnent 
may by nolification appoint. 

(3) On rcccipt of an appeal undcr sub-seclion ( I ) ,  rhc appella[e 
aurhnrity shall. alter giving lhe appclliml a rcasonahlc opportunily OF being 
hciird, pass such orders thereon ns ildtcrt~s fii wirhin a pcriod nor exceeding 
nincry days lronl [lie dale or  admission of [he appcnl. 

(4) Evcry ordcr passed hy thc appellate aulhoriry undcr this section 
shall bc final. 

Powcr to 19. ( I )  Thc Srarc Government may by notificaiion makc rulcs for 
ninkc rules. carrying out thc purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and wirhoui prejudice to rhe generality ol rhc 
loregoing power, such rulcs ]nay providc Tor all or any of ~ h c  maliers 
which inay bc, or arc rcquired to be, prcscribcd. 

R n n l ~ y .  20. Whocver co~nn i i~?  any dfcncc  by- 
(a) conlravening any or  rhc provisinns (il this Act, or 
(6) failing lo comply will) any direction Inwfully given to him or 

any rcquisirion lawfully madc ro him under this Act, 

shall, except as nlherwisc provided i n  this Ac!, bc punished wirh Iinc 
which may extend to five thousimd rupees. 

Prorcction 21. ( 1  ) N o  suit. proscculion or olher l e p l  prvuceding shall lie against 
r l f  ac~ion 
t,*cn in rhe Srarc Govcrn~nenl or any ofticel. nr authoriry for anything which is in 
snod faith. good L ~ i t h  done or inlended LO bc donc under rhis Act nr  he rulcs mudc 

thcrcunder. 
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(2) No s u i ~  or nrher legal proceeding shall lic agains~ thc Slare 
Government or any oificcr or i ~ u ~ l ~ a r i l y  for any dunage caused or likely 
ro hc caused by anything which i s  in good Faith done or inlended lo be 
donc undcr this Acr or the rulcs ~ilzldc thcrcundcr. 

22. No courr shall rake cog~iiznnce of  any offence punishable undcr 
rllis Acr. savc nn complainl 1t13dz by iI tishcry officcr no1 bclow ~ h c  rank 
of a Disrricr Fishcry Orfrcer 01. a police-ofliccr not below ~ h c  rank of a 
Sub-Inspector. 

23. Thc provisions of tllis ACI shall hnvc crfccl notwilhsranding 
anything LO lhc contrary conrained in any orhcr Iaw Tor thc timc bcing in 

force or in any contract, express or implicd. or in any inslrumcnl having 
effecl by virtue of any law orher than [his ACI or in any cuslom or usagc. 

Cognimcc 
of oKcnccs. 

Acr lo 
ovcmdc 
olhcr laws 
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[PHALGUNA 11] WEDNESDAY, MARCH  2, 1994 [SAKA 1915]

 
PART III—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
LAW DEPARTMENT 

Legislative 
 

NOTIFICATION 
 

No. 364 L.—2nd March, 1994. — The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having 
been assented to by the President of India, is hereby published for general information: — 
 

West Bengal Act XIX of 1993 
THE WEST BENGAL INLAND FISHERIES (AMENDMENT ) ACT 1993. 

[Passed by the West Bengal Legislature] 
[Assent of the President of India was first published in the Calcutta Gazette, Extraordinary, 

of the 2nd March, 1994. 
An Act to amend the West Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 1994. 

 
 Whereas it is expedient to amend the West Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 
1984, for the purpose and in the manner hereinafter appearing; 

 It is hereby enacted in the Forty-fourth Year of the Republic of India, 
by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows : — 
 
1.  (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Inland Fisheries  
  (Amendment) Act, 1993. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

Short title and 
Commencement 

West Bengal Act
XXV of 1984 
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The West Bengal Inland Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1993. 
(Section 2.) 

 
2. In the West Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 1984, after Chapter III, the following 
Chapter shall be inserted : — 

 
CHAPTER IIIA 

Bar to conversion of water area etc. for other use 
 

17A. (1) No person shall— 
a) put any water area including embankment measuring 5 cottahs or 

0.035 hectare   or   more,   which   is   capable   of  being used us 
fishery,   or any naturally  or  artificially depressed land holding 
measuring 5 cottahs or 0.035 hectare or more, which retains water for a 
minimum period of six months in a year, to such use, other than 
fishery, as may result in abolition of fishery, or 

b)     fill up any water area including embankment   or naturally or 
artificially depressed land holding as aforesaid,  with a view   to 
converting it into solid land for the purpose of construction   of any 
building thereon  or for any other purpose, or 

c)     divide any water area including embankment or naturally or artificially 
depressed land holding as aforesaid into parts so as to make   any   
such part measure less than 5 cottahs or 0.035 hectare for any purpose 
other than pisciculture   or   transfer any part of any such water area 
including embankment   or  naturally   or   artificially depressed land 
holding as so divided to any other person. 

(2)      If the competent authority,   on receipt of an information or   on his 
own motion or otherwise, is satisfied that— 

a)     any  water  area  including   embankment    or   naturally  or   
artificially depressed land holding,  referred to in clause (a)  of sub-
section (J)  is being, or is about to be, put to any use, other than fishery, 
or 

b)     any such water area including embankment or naturally  or   artificially 
depressed land holding, is being, or is about to be, filled up, or 

c)     any such water area including embankment or naturally  or  artificially 
depressed land holding is being,  or  is about to be,  divided into parts, 
or any part of any such water area including embankment or  naturally 
or artificially depressed land holding as so divided is being,   or is 
about to be, transferred to  any other person, 

in contravention of the provisions of sub-section (I),   and (hat it is necessary for the 
purpose of promotion of pisciculture, checking of destruction of fisheries and 
prevention of environmental degradation   so to do,   he may,   by order in writing. 
take over   the management and control of such water area including embankment, or 
naturally or artificially depressed land holding, as the case may be. 
 

(3)  An order under sub-section (2) shall be served in the prescribed 
manner on the owner of the water area including embankment or naturally or 
artificially depressed land holding, as the case may be, or, where the water 
area including embankment or naturally or artificially depressed land holding 

Insertion of  
new Chaper  
IIIA in West 
Ben. Act  XXV 
of 1984 

Bar to conver- 
sion of water 
area etc. for 
other use. 



is in occupation of any person, not being the owner of such water area 
including embankment or naturally or artificially depresred land holding, on 
such person. 
 
(4)     The management and control of such water area   including 
embankment in naturally or artificially depressed   land holding  may be 
transferred by the competent authority to any person for proper utilization   
for pisciculture of such water area including embankment or   naturally or 
artificially  depressed land holding,  as the case may be, in such manner as 
may be prescribed, 
 
(5)    Every co-sharer   or  co-owner of a water area including   embankment 
or naturally   or   artificially   depressed land holding,   referred to   in clause 
(a) of subsection (I),   shall be entitled to receive   rent for   taking over   the 
management and control of  such   water   area   including   embankment   or   
naturally   or   artificially depressed   land holding,   as the case   may be,   by 
the competent authority   at such rate as may be determined by that authority 
in the manner prescribed. 
 
(6)     The management and control of any water area including embankment 
or naturally   or   artificially   depressed land   holding   may   be  taken over 
under subsection (2) for a period not exceeding 25 years or transferred to any  
person  under sub-section (4) for a period not exceeding 10 years at a time. 
 
(7)     If the   person referred to in sub-section (4) fails to utilize the water 
area including embankment or naturally or artificially depressed   land   
holding,   as   the case may be,   in accordance with the prevailing norms of 
pisciculture,   the competent authority may, after giving notice to such person, 
resume the management and control   of  such   water   area   including 
embankment   or   naturally   or  artificially depressed   land   holding,   as   
the  case   may   be,   without   payment of any rent or compensation to such   
person ;   and   such   water   area   including embankment   or naturally or 
artificially depressed land holding, as (he case may be,   may thereafter be 
managed by the competent authority or transferred to   some   other   person   
for pisciculture. 
 
(8)     The provisions of this section shall apply, mutatis mutandis,  to any 
water area   including   embankment   or   naturally   or / artificially depressed 
land holding, referred to in clause (a) of sub-section (I), which is   owned   or   
possessed   by  any person   or   persons   either jointly or severally or owned 
by the State Government jointly with other person or persons. 
 
(9)     No water area including embankment or naturally or artificially 
depressed land holding, seferred to in clause (a) of sub-section (I), shall be— 

(a)    put to any use other than fishery, or 
(b)     filled up with a view to converting it into solid land, 

for the purpose of implementation of any development scheme by any 
department of the Central Government or the State Government or any public 
undertaking under the administrative control of the Central Government or the 
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State Government or any statutory body or local authority or any organisation in the 
public sector or any organisation or individual in the private sector, except with the 
prior approval of the State Government in the Department of Fisheries. 
 
(10)    (a)   The" competent authority  may,  by  a  written  notice, require any person 
who, by contravening the provisions of sub-section (1),— 
 
(i) puts any water area including embankment or naturally or artificially depressed 
land holding to any use other than fishery, or 
(ii) fills up any water area including embankment or naturally or artificially 
depressed land holding with a view to converting it into solid land, or 
(iii) divides any water area including embankment or naturally or artificially 
depressed land holding into parts for any purpose other than pisciculture or transfer 
any part of any such water area including embankment or naturally or artificially 
depressed land holding as so divided to any other person, 

to restore, within such period as may be specified in the notice, such water area including 
embankment or naturally or artificially depressed hand holding, us the case may be, to its 
original condition at his own expense.  

 
 (b)     If such person fails to restore such water area   including embankment or naturally 
or artificially depressed land holding to its original condition within the period specified in 
the notice under clause (a), the competent authority may, by order in writing, take over the 
management and control of such water area including embankment or naturally or artificially 
depressed land holding, as the case may be, restore it to its original condition, and recover the 
entire cost in this behalf or any part thereof from such person. 
 
 (c)    The management   and   control of such water area including embankment or   
naturally   or   artificially depressed land holding as may   be taken   over by  the competent 
authority under clause (b)   may be transferred by the competent authority to any person for 
proper utilisation of such water area including embankment or   naturally   or   artificially 
depressed   land holding,   as the case   may be,   in such manner as may be prescribed.    
And, thereupon, the provisions of sub-sections (5), (6), (7) and (8)   shall apply to such water 
area   including embankment or naturally or artificially depressed land holding, as the case 
may be. 
 
 (II) Any person who commits any offence by contravening the provisions of sub-
section (I) shall, without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (10), be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years or with fine" which may extend  to 
two lakh rupees or with both, and the provisions of section 20 shall not apply to such person." 
 
 
 
 

By order of the Governor, 
S. K. PHAUJDAR. 

Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal. 
 
 
 
Published by the Controller of Printing & Stationery, West Bengal and Printed at Silpabarta Printing 
Press Ltd. (A Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking) 25 & 27, Canal South Road, Calcutta – 700 015. 
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[PHALGUNA 15] TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1997 [SAKA 1919]

 
PART III—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
LAW DEPARTMENT 

Legislative 
 

NOTIFICATION 
 

No. 2305 L.—7th October, 1997. — The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, 
having been assented to by the President of India, is hereby published for general information: — 
 

West Bengal Act XXI of 1997 
THE WEST BENGAL INLAND FISHERIES  

(AMENDMENT ) ACT 1997. 
[Passed by the West Bengal Legislature] 

[Assent of the President of India was first published in the Calcutta Gazette, 
Extraordinary, of the 7th October, 1997. 

An Act to amend the West Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 1984. 
 

 Whereas it is expedient to amend the West Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 
1984, for the purpose and in the manner hereinafter appearing; 

 It is hereby enacted in the Forty-eighth Year of the Republic of India, 
by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows : — 
 
1.  (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Inland Fisheries  
  (Amendment) Act, 1997. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

Short title and 
Commencement 

West Bengal Act
XXV of 1984 



The West Bengal Inland Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act, 1997. 

 
(Section 2.) 

 
2.  In the West Bengal Inland Fisheries Act, 1984, in section 17A, after sub-section 

(11), the following sub-section shall be inserted :— 
 "(12) An offence under sub-section (11) shall be cognizable and non-bailable." 
 
 
 

By order of the Governor, 
 

S. MAITRA. 
Special Officer & ex officio 

Jt. Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal. 
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