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MAHARASHTRA ACT No. XXXIV OF 1967%
* [THE MAHARASHTRA PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT, 1967] .
[20th December 1967}

s | An Act to provide for thé establishment, mainfenance, orgnniéution and development
_ of public libraries in the State of Maharashira.

WHEREAS; it is éxpedient to provide for the establishment, rmm;ntenanoe, e
organisation and development of public libraries in the State of Maharashtra ande SR
*  for purposes connected with the matters aforesaid ; It is hereby enacted in the

. " Eighteenth Year of the Republic of India as follows :—
* : CEAPTER 1 .

Q  PRELIMINARY. )
1. (7) This Act may be called the Maharashtra Public Libraries Act, 1967. Shﬂ"d:;?
(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Maharashtra. W
(3) Tt shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by 4

- notification in the Official Gazette, appoint in that hehalf; and different dates
may be appointed for bringing this Act into force in different areas of this State.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— Dofinltions.

(§) “book” includes every volume, part or division of a volume and p’ami)hlet
in any language, and every sheet of music, map, chart or plan separately printed_ -
_ or lithographed, newspapers, periodicals, paintings, films, slides,"disos, or tapes
used for sudio-visual information and such other materials ;
(%) * Committee ” means a Library Committee appointed under section 13 ;
(#4) “ compensatory allowance ” means the travelling allowance, the daily
allowance or such other allowance which is paid to the members of the Couneil
or Committee for the purpose of meeting the personal expenditure incurred by
them in attending the meetings of such Council or Committee or in performing
any other functions as such members for the purposes of this Aet ; .
Q (év) “ Council ” means the State Library Council constituted under section 3 ;-
(v) ** Director * means the Director of Libraries appointed under section 8 ;
(v8) “ district * means a revenue district ;
(vi6) * Division ” means a Division as set out in the Schedule to this Act;
Bom.  (vits) “municipal corporation’ means a municipal corporation comstifuted
Ilof ypder the Bombay Mumicipal Corporation Act, or the Bombay Provincial
Bom.  Municipal Corporations Act, 1949 or the City of Nagpur Corporation ,Kct, 1948 ;,

S 1 For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Maharashira Government Gazette, 1961, Part V,
* Extra, page 144. S
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(¥7) ** municipality ”* mesps s Municipal Comhcxl constxtuted_. or deemedto be lﬁ.

oozistxtuted unddr the Maharashtre Mumblpnlltm Act, 1965 ;

(#) z prescribgd " means proscribed by rules mude under this Act ;
(zt) *‘ public library ’ means,—
(o) alibr estsblishad'and maintained by the State Government for the use
of the public '
(5) a library recognised by the Du-actor for t-he purposes of grant-in-aid

(¢} anyotharlibrary whichthe State Government by not ificabion in the Offiotal
Ggzette declargs to be a public library for the purposes.of this Act

{#%7) ‘‘ yoar " means the financial year.

CHAPTER IL
Stata LiEmaryY CoUNOIL.

3. (1) As soon|as may be, after the commenoement of this Act, the Btate
Government shall, by notificstion in the Official Gazette, constitute for the purposes
of this Act a Councll to be valled the Btate Librhry (‘ounml

(2) The Councilghall consist of the following members, that is to say,—

(¢) the Ministpr for Education of the State, who shall be ez-offioto President
of the Council’ ‘ ' ‘ '

(i) the Depuby Minister for Education of the State, who shall be ex-offioio

* Vice-President of the Council ;

{#it) the Secrgtary to the Govemment of Maharashtra, Eduoatlon snd Social
Welfare Department for the time being in office ;

(iv) the Charity Commissioner or his nominea not below the rank of Assistant
Charity Commissioner ; ,

(v) the Director of Education, Maharashtra State for the time being in office ;

{vi) two members elected by the Maharashtra Legmlatwe Assembly, from
amongst its members ;

(vit) one person elacted by the Maharashtra Logislative Council, from amongst
its members ; o ‘ o

(viii) one person nominsted by the State Government to represent Municipal
Corporations functioning in the State of Maharashtra ;
~ liz) one persop nominated by the State Govemment to represent Mummpa.htlea
functioning in each of the Divisions ;

(x) one member from eacl Division nominated by the State Government to
" represent the Zifla Parishads functioning in that Division ;

(24) the President of the body known as the Maharashira Rajya Granthalays
Sangha ;

(wii) one member nominated by the said Mdhorashirs Rajys Granthalayo
Sangha from each Division to represent that Division ;

(wiit) the Chairman of the body known as the Sahitya Malzamandat 8 socmty

the Bombay Public Trusts Aect, 1950 ;

registered unde:
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(@iv) four members nominated by the State Government from amongst persons
who, in its opinion, have special knowledge or interest or practical experience
in matters connected with library service ; _ T,
(av) the Director of Libraries who shall also be the Secretary of the Council ;

(3) A person, 80 elected wnder paragraphs’(vf) and (of) of sub-section (2)

) shall cease to be & member of the Council if he ceases to be a member of the
' 7 Maharashira Legislative Assembly or the Maharashtra Legislative Council.
", & Tt shall be the fanction of the Council to advise the State Government on Functionef |
.« sllmstters connected with the administration of this Aot. Couneil,
%' B, (1) Bave as otherwise provided in this Act, the members of the Council, not Torm of

 being members ea-officto, ehall hold office for a term of three years commencing yuq aliow-

on the date on which the first meeting of the Council is held-after the momination of snces to

'the mémbers under sub-section (2) of section 3. , mwatbers of

(2) The membera of the Council shall be entitled to such compensatory allowances

 and at guch rates a8 raay be prescribed.

8. A vacancy in the office of a nominated or elected member of the Council Oasual n
_ ooourring otherwise than by efflux of time ahall be filled by nomination or election, EM,“"'“’“'WL

as the case may be, and the person nominated or elected to fill the vacancy shall

hold office only for the remainder of the term for which the member whose place

he takes was nominated or elected. , '

7. (1) The Council shall meet not less than twice in every year, on .such dates Meetings of

and at such hours as may be fixedby the President; and six months shall not Qowtell
intervene between two successive meetings.

(2) The President of the Council may, whenever he thinks fit, and shall, upon the
written request of not less than one-third of the total number of members of the
Council, and on & date not later than thirty days after the receipt of such request,
call & specisl meeting of the Council. '

(3) One-third of the total number of members of the Council shall form the
quorum, . .

(4) The Council shall transact business in such manner and in accordance with
such procedure as may he prescribed. -
CHAPTER III

DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARIES

8. (1) For the purposes of this Act, a Department of Libraries shall be con- m
stituted by the State Government with a Director of Libraries as its head and
with suck other officers and servants as the State Government may think fit.

(2) The State Government shall appoint a whole-time officer having the pres-
cribed qualifications to be the Director of Libraries. .
9. () Subject to the supermtendenoe; direction anc control of the State Functionsof |
Gnvernmant, the Director shall be responsible for the administration of this Act. Dzector.
2638 ‘

oL
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(2) In particular, |and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
provision, the Director shall—

(a) be responsible for the planning, malntamxme, organisation and- develoPment
of public libraries and publio library system ;
(b) superintend and direct all matters relating to public libraries ;
- {¢) promote th estabhsbment of. public libraries to achieve the purposes
of this Aot ;
(d) recognise, in accordance w1th the rules made under this Act, public libraries
and State, Divigional and other public library associations for the purposes of

« grant-in-aid from the Library Fund and sanction and disburse grants to them ;

(e) maintain accounts of the Library Fund and ensure its proper utilisation ;

(f) publish annually a bibliography of all the books published in the State ;

(g) submit to the State Government every year, a report on the working of
‘public librarier under this Aet ;

(BY colloct and preserve old and rare hooks, perlodlcala manuscripts and other
documents of eduecgtive value in publiclibraries ;

(¢) organise programme for training candidates in library peience and coaduot
examinations for the candidates of Tecognised library training courses ; and -

(4) vxercise such other powers and perform such other duties as may be
conferred or impospd on him by rules made under thua Act. :

10. (I) The Stite Government shall establish a Maharashtra State Library
Service, and appoint persons thereto.

(2) The Maharashtta State Library Service shall consist of such classes and cate-

gories of posts as the State Government may from time to time determine. All

members of the said |service shall be Government servants and their recruitment
and conditions of seryice shall be regulated by such rules as may be made by the
State Government from time to time.

~ (3) The salaries, allowances, gratuity, pension and other emoluments of the
members of the shtra State Library Service, shall be paid from the
Congolidated Fund of|the State.

CHAPTER IV
PuBLlo LIBRARIES

11. (7) The State|Government may establish a State Central Library for the
whole of the State, and a Divisional Library for every Divigion,

.(2) Where in any local area, provision for library service to the public is rot
made to the satisfaction of the Director by any local authority, or any society
registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 or any trust registered under
the Bombay Public Tfusts Act, 1950 or where the State Government is of the opinion
that any such local quthority, society or trust is not willing or is incompetent to

area, the State Government may estabhsh 8 hbrary for the use of the public in that ©
area :

Provided that, no spch library shall be establishied without giving an opportunit.y
to the local authority, society or, as the case may be, the trust to show cause why
the State Government should not establish a library in the said local area.

XXI1
of
1860.
Bom,

prowde library service to the public to the satisfaction of the Director in any local xxrx

1950-
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devalomd by the State Government through the Department of Librmes

of t.he Council, be proscribed.

" 13. (1) For every district, the Btate Government ah.nappomtwmcmwam c”.mm
Committee. Commm:{l.

Porishad fanotioning in the district, who shall be mﬁmo President of the

Bombay conaisting of—

_ Greater Bombay ;

(3) All libraries established undor this section shall be maintained, organmdma

12. The functions of the public libraries shall be such as may, on the idneo ﬁwfmn B
‘ . : ' utmm. '

CHAPTER V PR
Lierasy CoMITTEES | .

(2) The Committee shall consist of the following members, that ig,to uy.
(i) the Chairman for the time being of the Education Committee of & Zilla

Committee ;

(#%) the President of the District Library Association of the districs (if a.ny), .

(i%s) one of the Chmrmen of the Managing Committees of recognised public.
libraries functioning in each taluka of the distriot nommnted by the State
Government ; |

(¥v) five persons nominated by the State G-o'vammomi one of whom shall be
a librarian possessing the prescribed qualifications and two shall be pegsons
ropresenting libraries in the areas within the limits of a mumclpahhy or mumclpal
corporation in the distriet ;

{v) one of the Presidents of the municipalities in the district nommated by the
State Government ;

(vs) the Education Officer for the time bemg of the Zills Parishad functlonmg
in the distriet, who shall also be ex-gffioio Seoretary of the Commitbee.

(3) 'The Btate Government shall also appoint & lerary Commxttee for Greater

(9) the Chairman for the time being of the Bducation Committes of the *
municipsl corporation of Greater Bombay who shall be the ex-officio  President
of the Committee ;

(#%) five persons nominated by the State Government one of whom shall be a
Iibrarian possessing the prescribed qualifications and two shall be persons
representing libraries in Greater Bombay ;

(¢##) Bducation Officer for the tuno ‘being of the mumclpa.l corpozation of '

(7v) Educational Inspector, Greater Bombay, who shall also be the e.x-oﬁicm
Secretary of the Committee, ' ]

14. (I) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the nominated, members of the Term of

Committee shall hold office for a term of three years commencing on the date on 23"’.;?5"
which the first meeting of the Committes is held after their nomination. ances to,

(2) The members of the Committes shall be entitled to sueh compensstory allg- Committs _‘

_wanoes and at such rates as may be preseribed.
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15, A vacancy inithe office of a nominated member of the Committee oscur-

ring otherwise than

person nominated to

by efflux ¢f time shall be filled by nomination and the
fill the vacancy shall hold office only for the remainder of the

term for which the member whose place he tikes was nominated.

16. Tt shall be the function of & Cominittée —_

(4) to advise the

State Government on all matters relating to development of

library service in the districl or, as the case may bo, Greater Bombay on proper

lines ;
(%) to ensure th:

t the prescribed functions of the publlo libraries are perform-

ed by them satisfactorily ; and
(14%) to perform uch other duties as may be prescnbed

17. The *Committee shs.ll transact business in such manner, and in . sccer-

i dance with such pr

18. (1) The State

dure, as may be prescnbed

CHAPTER VI
- FINANOE AND Acconms
Government shall constitute a fund called the lera.ry Fund

{2) The Library Fund shall consist of—

(a) contribution

made by the State Government under section 20 ;

(b) any special geants given by the State Government under section 21 ;

(o) any grants given by the Glovernment of India tothe State Government
for development of public libraries ; and

(d) any contributions or gifts made by the pubhc for development of publio

libraries.

19. (7) The mone
ment for carrying out
(2) Without prejut

Library Fund may b
the following :—

ys inthe Library Fund shall be utilized by the State Govern-
t the purposes of this Aet.

lice to the generality of sub-section {I), the moneys in the
e utilized by the State Government to defrny expenditure on

(a) establishment, mamtemmoe and development of public libraries ;

(b) compensator
{ommittee ;

. () grants-in-aid

purpose by the Di

20. The State Go
behalf, contribute to
lakhs of rupees.

21. The State Go

iractor of Libraries.

vernment shall, after due a.ppmprmtmn made by law in this
the lerary Fund every year, a Bum not less ths.n twenty-five

vernment may make special granta to the Library' Fund.

y allowances payable to members of the Council and of the

to public libraries and library assoomt:ons recognised for the |




.submit such reports and returns and furnish such information as the Director may

- purpose of satisfying himself that the provisions of this Aot and *.
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22. All property, movabls and immovable, acquired or held for the purpose of Yesting of
sny public library maintained by the State Government shall vest in the Btate heid for

Government. wpose of '
. . ’ . vernment

Fondiien.
CHAPTER VII.
REPORTS AND INSPEOTION.
28. Every person who is in charge of the management of a public library aball Beports and

returns. *

from time to time require, to the Director or any person authorised by him in this’

24. The Director or any person suthorised by him in this behalf rhall have Inspection of -
power to inspect any public library or any institution attached tlﬁreto for the g;;"ic libra
rules moade "
therennder are carried out. : ' .

26. Within six months from the end of evary year, the Director shall prepare Submission
an anpual report on the progress made by public libraries in that year and submit it of sunuat
to the State Government together with such information and particulars as may be '5{:';:2,,‘:?
prescribed : '

Provided that, no such repori shall be submitted to the.Stave Governmen
unless it is approved by the Council.

CHAPTER VL. = N ..
MISOELLANEOUS.

26. (1) The State Government mway; by notification in the Official Gazetle, Rules.
and subjeot to the condition of previous publication, make tules to carry out the
purposes of this Act. :

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
pawer, such rules may provide for all or any of the following mattars, namely : —

(3) under sub-section (2) of section 5 and sub-seciion (8)of section 14, the «
compensatory allowances paysble to members of the Council and of: the
Comamittee and the rates at which such allowances shall be payable ;

() under sub-section (4) of section 7 and section 17, fhe manoer in
which and the prooedure in accordance with which the Council and & Committee .
shall transaoct their business ; .

(#%) under sub-section (2) of section 8, the qualifications required for being
appointed as the Director; ' ' .

(#v) under clause (d) of sub-section (2) of section 9, rules in acoordance wit.
which the Director shall recognize public libraries and State, Divisional and other
public library associations for the purposes of grant-in-aid from the Library

(v) under clause (j') of sub-section (2) of section 9, the other powers and duties
which the Director may exercise or perform ; :
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ion (2) of seotion 10, the recruitment and conditions of

- servies of members of the Maharashtra State Library Bervice ;

- (vi%) under seotlo
* {viii) under secti
‘Committee ; -

%) upder section

State Government.

(3) Every rule mads under this section hall be laid as soon s 1aay be aftetit is
before each Ho

of thirty days which

12, the functions of public libraries ; . 7
n 13, the qualifications of a librarian to be nominated en a
25, the informsvion ind patticulars ta be submitted to the

of the Btate Legislature while it is in session for a total period
¥ be comprised ip one session or in two sucoessive sessions,

and if, before vhe expiry of the session in which it is 0 laid ot the seasion immediately

following, both House

: agree in makin&gewpy‘modiﬁcatim in the rule or both Houses
agree that the rule should not be made, a

and notify such decision in the Offeial

Gagette, the rule shall, from the date of publication of such notification, have effeat
only in such modified form or be of no effect, a3 the case may be ; s0 however that
any such modificstion or annulmens shall be without prejudice to the validity-of

anything previously

(2) Dhulis Di
~ (8) Jalgaon Di
(4) Kolaba Di

(5) Nasik
(6) Ratmagis

ne or omitted to be done underthat rule.
SCHEDULE.
[See. olause (vii} of section 2 ]

I. Bombay Division.

. (1) Greater Bomhay;

(7) Thana Distriot.

(2) Kolhapur

. (1) Ahmednagsr District.

II. Poona Division.

District.

(8) Poona Di
(4) Bangli
(5) Batara
(8 Sholapur

triot.
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I Nagpur Division
(1) Akola Distriot. '

(2) Amravati Distriot.

(3) Bhandara District.

(4) Buldhana District. -
{6) Chanda Distriot. '

(6) Rajura Distriet.

(7) Nagpur District.
(8) Yeotmal Disbrict.
(9) Wardha Distriet.

IV.. Aurangabad Division.

(1) Aurangabad District.
(2) Bhir District.
(3) Nanded District.

(4) Osmanabad District.
(6) Parbbani District.
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