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consolidated list ; notices of claims to property entered in the 
consolidated list to be sent to persons shown as in possession: 
effect of publication of declaration and consolidated list under 
sub-section (2). 

4. Effect of omission to forward a list under section 3. 

5. Petitions of claim to property included in a consolidated list; 
signing and verification of petitions under sub-section (I): notifica- 
tion of property not claimed under sub-section (I), and 
effect of such notification. 

6. Claim for compensation by hereditary office-holder of a Notified 
Sikh Gurdwara or his presumptive successor. 

7. Petition to have a gurdwara declared a Sikh Gurdwara : list 
of property claimed for the gurdwara and of persons in 
possession thereof to accompany a petition under sub-section (1) : 
publication of petition and list received under sub-sections (I) 
and (2) ; notice of claims to property to be sent to persons shown 
in the lists as in possession : effect of publication of petition 
and list under sub-section (3). 

8. Petition to have it declared that a place asserted to be a Sikh 
Gurdwara is not such a gurdwara. 

9. Effect of omission to present a petition under section 8 : effect 
of publication of a notification under sub-section (1). 

10. Petition of claim to property included in a list published under 
sub-section (3) of section 7 ; signing and verification of petitions 
under sub-section (1) ; notification of property not claimed under 
sub-section (I), and effect of such notification. 

11. Claim for compensation by hereditary office-holder of a 
gurdwara notified under section 7 or his presumptive successor : 
signing and verification of  petitions under sub-section (1). 

CHAPTER 111 

APPOINTMENT OF, AND PROCE~DINGS BEFORE, A TRIBUNAL 

12. Constitution and procedure of tribunal for the purposes of the 
Act. 

13. Procedure on difference of opinion. 



14. Tribunal to dispose of petitions under sections 5, 6, 8, 10 
and 11. 

15. Power of tribunal to  join parties and award costs. 

16. Issue as to  whether a gurdwara is a Sikh Gurdwara to be 
4- decided first, and how issue is to be decided. 

17. Notification of Sikh Gurdwara on finding of tribunal. 

18. Presumption in favour of Notified Sikh Gurdwara on proof 
of certain facts when a claim to property is made by an 
office-holder. 

19. Adjudication by tribunal upon agreements made between 
office-holder and persons acting on behalf of Sikh Gurdwara. 

20. Claim for compensation by a hereditary office-holder who has 
resigned or been dismissed. 

21. Claiin for compensation by person alleging right to nominate 
office-holder of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara. 

22. Matters for consideration in awarding compensation. 

23. Compensatioli to be paid annually out of income of gurdwara. 

24. Payment to heirs of person compensated. 

25. Manner in which compensation is to be paid and recovered 
if not duly paid. 

25-A. Power of tribunal to  pass decree for possession in favour of 
the Committee of Gurdwara. 

26. Entry of rights of gurdwara in revenue records. 
i 

27. Treatment of property dedicated to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara 
but under management of trustees. 

28. Suits for possession of undisputed property on behalf of Notified 
Sikh Gurdwaras, 

29. Exclusion of jurisdiction of the courts. 

30. Decisions by courts on certain claims in certain circumstances. 

31. Courts not to continue certain proceedings pending decision 
as to whether a place is or is not a Sikh Gurdwara. 
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32. Transfer of suits pending in courts. 

33. Dispute relating t a  rights of office-holder after a year from 
commencement of Act. 

34. Appeal against orticr of a tribunal. 

36. No court to take cognizance of manner, i n  which the State 
Government or tribunal exercises its powers under the 
Act. 

37. Courts \not to pass an orcier or grant or execute a decree 
inconsistent with decision of a tribunal. 

--- 
P/\.RT 11 

CHAPTER 1V 

A P P L I C A T ~ ~ N  OF I t R O v ~ s ~ O ~ s  OF PART 111 TO GURDWARAS FOUND TO 

BE S I K I ~  GURDWAI~AS DY COURTS OTIIER THAN A TRIBUNAL 
UNDER THE P.,OVISIONS OF THE ACT 

38. Recc~urse to ordinary courts in cases where action has not been 
takcn under Part I, with a view to application of provisions 
of Part IT1 to a gurdwara. 

PART 111 
CHAPTER V 

39. Suits for relief claimable by applicatioll undcr this part barred. 

40. Board, committses and commission to be constituted for the 
purposes of this Act. 

41. Control of Sikh Gurdwaras. 
- 

CHAPTER VI 

42. Nainc of Boartl. 

43. Composition and constitutioli of' the Board. 

43-A. Constitution of New Board. 

44. Constituencies for election of members of Board. 
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Qualifications of elected members. 

Qualifications of nominated members. 

Date of Board election% 

Electoral roll. 

Qualifications of electors. 

Right ta vote. 

Term of membership. 

Effect of subsequent disability to serve as member of Board. 

Vacancy in Board, how to be filled. 

First meeting of the Board. 

Annual general meeting. 

Notice of meeting. 

Power of members to call meeting. 

Office of Board. 

Quorum of Board in general meeting. 

Chairman at meetings of the Board. 

Decision of questions before Board. 

Office-bearers and executive committee of Board. 

Annual election of executive committee. 

64. Power of executive committee of Board 

65. Vacancy in executive committee, how to  be filled. 

66. Member of a committee of management not to  be member 
of executive committee of Board. 

67. Resignation of member of executive committee. 

68. Remuneration of members of executive committee. 

69. Servants of the Board, their appointment and punishment. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION 

The Judicial Commission. 

Appointment of members of the Commission. 

Member of the Board or of a committee to resign if appointed 
a member of Commission. 

Remuneration of members of the Commission. 

Officers and servants of the Commission. 

Expenses to be shared by Government and Board. 

Jurisdiction and procedure of Commission. 

Court and office of Commission. 

Vacancy in Commissio,n. 

Removal of membea of Commission. 

Election of President of Commission. 

Settlement of difference of opinion in Commission. 

Costs in proceedings may be made psyable out of income of Sikh 
Gurdwara. 

Dissolution of Commission. 

Decision as to whether a person is or is not a patit.  

CHAPTER VIII 

85. Constitution of committees of management of certain gurdwaras. 

86. Committees of gurdwaras other than those specified in section 85. 

86-A. Members af Committee of Management and Members of 
local committee not eligible for election as members of Executive 
Committee of Board. 

87. Constitutian af committees not specially provided for. 

88. Constitution of ~ ~ m m i t t e e s  : publication of constitution and 
effect thereof. 
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89. Election of members. 

90. Qualification for election to a committee. 

91. Qualification for nomination to a committee. 

92. Qualifications of electors. 

93. Right t o  vote. 

94. Period of continuance of committees. 

94-A. Incorporation of committees. 

95. Effect of subsequent disability to serve as member of a committee. 

96, Vacancies in committees other than those specified in section 85. 

97. Vacancies in committees specified in section 85. 

98. Committees to meet at least three times a year. 

99. Notice of meetings. 

100. Quorum of committee. 

101. Presidents and Vice-Presidents of committees. 

102. Decisions of questions before committees. 

103. Minutes to be recorded. 

104. Resignation of president and members of committee. 

104-A. Servants of the Committee, their appointment and punishment. 

105. Exclusion of Board acting as committee from operation of this 
chapter. -- 

CHAPTER IX 

FINANCES 

106. Objects on which the funds of gurdwaras may be spent. 

106-A. Utilization of surplus income. 

107. Annual contribution to Board. 

108. Formation of General Board Fund. 
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108-A. Research fund. 

108-B. Religious fund. 

108-C. Research and religious fund to be governed by the Act. 

109. Funds transferred to Board by Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee. 

110. Funds held in trust by the Baard for specified purposes. 

11 1. General Trust Fund. 

112. Separate funds to be maintained for each trust. 

113. Trust funds to be deposited in bank. 

114. Board to maintain accounts of all trust funds and of Generol 
Board Fund. 

l 1 5. Audit of accounts. 

116. Auditor's report. 

117. Board to consider auditor's report. 

118. Payment of expenses of audit. 

119. Budget of Board. 

120. Accounts to be maintained by committees. 

121. Audit of committee's accounts, 

122. Report of auditor. 

123. Budget of committees. 

124. Recovery of contributions. 

CHAPTER X 

125. Powers and duties of the Board generally. 

126. Restriction of powers of the Board. 

127. Board may hold and administer trusts. 

127-A. Collection of dues payable to notified Sikh Gurdwaras left 
in Pakistan. 

127-B. Mode of spending money belonging to notified Sikh Gurdwaras 
left in Pakistan. 



128. Control by Baard over executive committee. 

129. What matters may be discussed by Board in general meeting. 

130. Settling of schemes of administratian. 

131. Exclusion of Board acting as a committee from operation of 
section 130. 

132. Power of Board t o  make bye-laws. 

CHAPTER XI 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 

133. Genera1 powers of committees. 

134. Powers of committees to  dismiss affice-holders. 

135. Procedure when hereditary office-holder or minister is dismissed. 

136. Appointment of minister and office-holders. 

137. Registers to be kept for gurdwaras. 

138. Alienation of immovable trust property. 

139. Power to  committee to  make regulations. 

140. Power of camm.ittee to  make regulations re offerings a t  Sikb 
Gurdwara. 

CHAPTER XI1 

141. Salaries of office-holders ta  be their property. 

142. Right of interested persons to complain to  Commission in respect 
of misfeasance, etc. 

143. Notice of application to  be given. 

144. Government not to interfere with gurdwaras, except as provided 
by this Act or any other Act. 

144-A. Power to  denotify or exempt non-historical Gurdwaras. 

145. Act of Board or Committee not to be invalidated by informality. 

146. Power of State Government to make rules. 



147. Power of the State Government t o  invest with judicial powers 
officers appointed to enquire into conduct of elections. 

148. Language of the Commission, 

148-A. Repeal. 

CHAPTER XII-A 

TEMPORARY AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

148-B. Additional members of the Board constituted under section 
43 and Executive Committee constituted under section 62. 

148-C. Provisions relating to the existing local committees functjoning 
under the Interim Gurdwara Board, Patiala. 

148-D. Provisions as to employees of the Interim Gurdwara Board, 
Patiala, and local committees functioning under it. 

148-E. Special provisions regarding the assets and liabilities of 
Interim Gurdwara Board, Patiala. 

148-F. Power to remove difficulties. 

CHAPTER XIXI 

ELECTORAL OFFENCES 

149. Prohibition af Public meetings on the Election day. 

150. Disturbancss at election meetings. 

251. Maintenance of secrecy of voting. 

152. Officer, etc., at  elections not to  act far candidates or t o  influence 
voting. 

153,  Prohibition of canvassing in or near polling statio~as. 

154. Penalty for disorderly conduct in or near polling stations. 

155. Penalty for misconduct a t  the polling station. 

156. Penalty for illegal hiring or procuring of conveyances at elections, 

154. Breaches of official duty in connection with elections. 

158, Rcmoval of ballot-papers from polling station lo be an offence. 

159. Other offences and penalties therefor. 

160. Prosec~ltion regarding certain offences. 

161. Amendmelit of Act V of 1898. 



I. Sikh Gurdwaras. 
- .  
e ; ,  Institutioils not subject to petition under section 7. 

Ill. Scale of  court-fees. 

YIIE SIKH GURDWARAS ACT, 1925. 
(PUNJAB ACT VIII OF 1925)l 

[Received the assent of the Governor-General on the ?,8th July, 1925 
and uvas published in the Punjab Gazette of the 7th August, 1925 
p. 494-5431. 

Amended, repealed or o!l~erwisc affected by : - 
( i )  Act xXPV of 1925.l 

(ii) Punjab Act IV of 1926." 

(iii) Pun+ab Act XIII of 192~5.~ 

(iv) Punjab Act I of 1927.4 

(v) Punjab Act 111 of 1930.5 

(vi) Punjab Act IV of 1932.6 

(vii) Governme~~t of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Older, 1037 

(vlli) Punjab Act VII of 1938 
------ - "  -- - .  ---- 

l ~ o r  Statement of Ob~ects and Reasons, sea P ~ n j a b  Gazette, 1325, Fxtra , dated 75th 
Aprll 1925 ; for the Report of the Select Cormittee, see Punjab G d z t t t e ,  1926, Extra.. dated 
20th June, 1925. 

The Act app11cs t~ rllerged areas and also to Bllaspur Dtsfrict of old area:. to the former 
by s-ction 88 of the Punj ib Re-organlsatioa Act, 1966, and to the latter by rhe B!laspur IRppl~sa- 
f f o o  or Ltws) Ordor, 1913. as vubsoquently amendod by No 177 (f)-9, d ~ t e d  t1-r- Alst July, 
1949. T i  dopa not apply to old arc19 other than Bllasp~~r D~strlct Tlic Act as pl~bllshed here 
1s as a~plrcable to morged areas and In its appl~cation to Bilaspur Dsstilct, it  has to he read with 
the modifications that sub-sections (1) 2nd (2) of scction 1 shall bo omrtrl .1 isee Bilaspur 
Apulrcation of Laws Order, 1949), and the amerldments made In thc Pupjab afrc the date of Its 
application to Bilaspur, shall not apply. 

Tho Act has hem iqcludod in the Schodula to fhc Inter-State Gorporatlons Act. 1957 
(Contra1 Act 33 of 1957), by Go-~rmrnent of India, hlinistry of Home Affairs. Not No. F-lT/ICj/ 
72-SR, dated the 26th July, 1372, published in Gaz. of India E x t m . ,  Ft. TI, Sec. 3 (i), datsd the 
26th July, 199'2. 

aFor Statement of Objects and Reasotls see Punjnb Cnzette 1Q269 Part V, y 8 , 
for report of the Select Coinmrttee see Punjab Gazette, 1926, Part V ,  p. 36-61. 

3For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Pdtgnb Gazette 1926, Extra., p. 67, 

T o r  Staterrloilt of f3hiocts and Reason% S P P  Punlab Gazette 1927, F ~ r t  I, p. 636. 

T o r  S t ~ t e m c ~ t  of Objects and Rcasons,see Puilju:: Gazette, 1930, Part V ,  p. 11-12; 
It cape Into force on the 1st November, 1930, - 1 ide h n j a k  G~verr~rncnt (Gurdwaras) 
notlfrcation No. 2911, dated the 27th October, 1930, on p. 1205, of Branjab Gazette, 1930, Part I .  

F o r  Stdteinent of Objects and Keascas, see Plrujab Guzette 1932. Extra.. P. 79, It came 
Into forcc cll1 1st Jan~ary ,  1933,-ktde Funjab Go~ornmont notif~catlon hr 269"-H. ( G .  
Gurdwaras), dated 13th December, 1932. 

7For tJ10 Ttdtemc~~t of Objects and Keasons, sef Punlab Gover~lrnent Ga'rette, 1938. 
Part V. p. 27. 
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(ix) Punjab Act I of 1941 .' 
(x) Punjab Act XI of 1944.a 

(xi) Indla (Adaptation of existing Indian Laws) Order, 1947. 

(xi0 East Punjab Act: XLIVO f 1948.8 

(xiif) Indian Independence (Adaptation of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948, 
(G.  G.  0. 40). 

(xfv) East Punjab Act XXXII of 1 949.4 

(xv) Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

(xvi) Adaptation of Laws (Third Amendment) Order, 1951. 

(xvii) Punjab Act XXVI of 1953.6 

(xviii) Punjab Act No. XXVII of 1953.8 

(xix) Punjab Act No. XXV of 1953.' 

1. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Gazette, 1941, . Extra, P. 1.  

2 .  For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Gazette, 1943 Extra.:p. 82 ; 
for Select Committee Report, see Punjab Gazette, 1944, Extra. p. 493 -513. 

3. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see East Punjab Gazette, 1948, Extra., p. 622. 

4. For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see East Punjab Gazette, 1948., Extra. 
P. 1134-36 

5. For Statement cf Objects and Reasons, see Punjub Government Gazette, Extra., 
datcd 23rd February, 1953 ; p. 156. 

6 .  For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra. 
dated 24th March, 1953, p. 366-67. 

7. For Statement of Objects snd Reasons, see Puttjab Government Gazette, Extra. 
dated 24th March, 1953, p. 370. 



(xx) Punjab Act No. XLII of 1953.' 

(xxf) Punjab Act No. X L N  of 1953 .= 
(xxii) Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953.8 

(xxili) Punjab Act No. V of 1954.' 

(XX~V) Punjab Act No. XI of 1954, 

(xxv) Punjab Act No. XXV of 1954.6 

(xxvi) Punjab Act No. XXXVII of 1954.' 

(xxvii) Punjab Act No. XXII of 1957.8 

(xxviil) Punjab Act No. I of 1959.9 

(xxix) Punjab Act No. 10 of 1 9 ~ 9 . 1 ~  

(xxx) Punjab Act No. 10 of 1961 .ll 

1. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, dated 
the 23rd February, 1953. 

2. For Statement of Objects and Roasone, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, dated 
the 17th April, 1953, P. 564. 

3. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, dated 
the 10th September, 1953, p. 1541-66. 

4. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjah Government Gazette, Extra, dated 
the 26th February, 1954, p. 110. 

5. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, 
dated the 16th February, 1954, p. 76. 

6. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Fovarnmznt Gazette, Extra, 
dated the 1st November, 1954, p. 848. 

7. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, 
dated the2nd November, 1954, p 858. 

8. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, 
dated the 22nd May, 1957, p. 692. 

9. For Statement of Objects and Reasons see Punjab Government Gazette, Extra, 
dated 28th March, 1958, p. 725. 

10. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Gazette, Extra, dated the 30th 
March, 1959. 

11. For Statement of Objects and Reasons see Punjab Gazette (Extra), dated 24th 
October, 1960. 



An Act to provide for the better administration of certain Sikh Gurdwaras 
and the inquiries into matters connected therewith. 

Preamble.--WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the better administration 
of certain Sikh Gurdwaras and for inquiries into matters and settlement 
of disputes connected therewith, and whereas the previous sanction of the 
Governor-General has been obtained to the passing of this Acb ; it is hereby 
enacted as follows :- 

PART I 

CHAPTER I 

1. Short title, extent and commeacement.-(I) This Act may be called 
the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925. 

' [ (2 )  It extends to the territories which, immediately before the 1st 
November, 1956, were comprised in the States of Punjab and Patiala and 
East Punjab States Union]. 

(3) It shall come into force on such 2[date] as the S[State Government] 
may by notification appoint in this behalf 4[and, in the extended territories, on 
the commencement of the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Act, 1959 
(hereinafter referred to as the Amending Act)]. 

(4) The Sikh Gurdwaras and Shrines Act, 1922, is hereby repealed. 

2. Definitions.-In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in 
the subject or context- 

(1) "Board" means the Board constituted under t l l ~  !?, ovisions 
of Part 111. 

(2) "Commission" means the Judicial Commission constituted under 
the provisions of Part 111. 

(3) (i) S[cbCommittee" means a committee of management constituted 
under the provisions of Part 111.1 

1 G 7  "(ti) * * * 
CLI" .I-.- I______- - "I. ------- 

1. Subs. for tho wordsgCIt extends to Punjab" by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, section 2(1). 

2. Thb Act came iuto force on the first day of Novenlber, 1925, see notification No 4288-S, 
dated 12th October, 1925, in the Punjab Gazette, 1925, Part I, page 712. 

3. Subs. for the word "Provincial"' by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

4. Added by Punjab Act No.  1 of 1959, S ~ C .  2(2). 

5 .  The old clause (3) renumbered as sub-clause (3) (i) by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, 
section 2(a) 

6, Omitted by Punjab Act No,  LIII ol 1953. 



l[(3-A). "The extended territories" means the territories, which immediately 
before thc. 1st November, 1956, were comprised in the State of Patiala and 
East Punjab States Union]. 

(4) ( i )  "Office" means any office by virtue s f  which the holder 
thereof participates in the managenlent or performance of public worship in a 
gurdwara or iiz the management or performance of any rituals or ceremonies 
observed therein and "office-holder" means any person who holds an office. 

( i i )  "Present office-holder" means a person who, on the com- 
mencement of this Act 2[or in the case of the extended territories on 
the comnleneeinent of the Amending Act as the case may be] holds 
an office. 

(r'ii) "Past office-holder" means a person who has been an office- 
holder but ceased to  be an office-holder before the commencement of 
this Act 3[or, in the ca.w of ihe extended territories, before ths 
commencement of the Arnending Act as the case may be]. 

(iy) "Hereditary officic" means an office the succession to which before 
the first day of Januaiy, 1920, 4 [ ~ r ,  in the case of the extended 
territories, before the 1st day of Novennbsi, i956, as the case may be], devolved, 
:,ccording to hereditary right c)r by nomination by the office-holder for the time 
being, and "herediiary office-holder" means 'the holder of a hereditary office. 

(v) '"resent hereditary ofyice-holder" nleans a person who on the 
commencement of this Acr ~[oI- ,  in the czse of the extended territories, on 
the commencemen; of the Amending Act a9 the case may be,] is a hereditary 
office-holder. 

( v i )  "Past hereditary ofice-holder" means a person who has been a 
hereditary ofice-holder but ceased to be such office-holder before the 
commencement of this Ace 6[or, in the case of the extended territories, 
before the commencement of the Amending Act as the case may 
be]. 

( v i i )  "Minister" means an office-holder to  whom either solely 
or alongwith others the control of the management or performance of public 
worship in a gurdwara and of the rituals and ceremonies, observed therein is 
entrusted : 

7[Provided that an office-holder to  whom either solely or along with others 
the performance of public worship iu a Gurdwara and of the rituals and cere- 
monies observed therein is not entrusted directly shall not be deemed to be a 
Minister for the purposes of sections 134 and 1351. --- +- -- - -- - - - - - - -- -- - 

I .  Ins. by Punjdh Act No. T of 1959, Sec. 3(i) 
2 .  Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of l9J9, Sec. 3(2)(a). 
3 .  Added by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 3 (2)jb). 
4, lns. by Punjab Act Yo. 1 of 1959, See. '3l2) (6. 
4 Ins. by P~lnjab Act NII .  1 oi 1959, Sec. 312) (a) 
G Added by Puniaki A6 t No. 1 of 1959, Set 3(Z)(h). 
7 ,  Addad bq Punjab Art No. 1 ;f 1959, Set, 7(2) (d). 
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( 5 )  "Police Station area" means a local area specified by the l[State 
Government] under the provisions of clause (s) of sub-section (1) of section 4 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

(6)  "Prescribed" means prescribed by the l[State Government] by rules 
made under this Act. 

). 

(7) "Presumptive successor" where the succession to the office 
devolves according to hereditary right, means the persons next in succession 
to a hereditary office-holder, or, where the succession to the oflice devolves 
by nomination made by the hereditary office-holder for the time being, 
means any chela so nominated before the first day of December, 1924 2[or, in 
the case of the extended territories, before the 1st day of November, 1956, as rhe 
case may be]. 

( 8 )  ''R5sid2ntH in any plac: m:ans any parson having a fixed place 
of abode or owning immovable property or cultivating land or practising 
a profession, or carrying on business, or personally working for gain, in that 
place. 

3[(9)  "Sikh" means a person who professes the Sikh religion or, 
in the case of a deceased person, who professed the Sikh religion or was known 
to be a Sikh during his lifetime. If any question arises as to whether any living 
person is or is not a Sikh, he shall be deemed respectively to be or not lo be a 
Sikh according as he makes or refuses to make in such manner as the 
l[State Government] may prescribe the following declaration :- 

I soleinnly affirm that I am a Sikh, that I believe in the Guru Granth 
Sahib, that I believe in the Ten Gurus, and that I have no other 
religion]. 

& [ ( l o )  "Amriedhari Sikh" means and includes every person who has taken 
Khande-ka-amrit or Khdnda pahul prepared and administered according to the 
tenets of Sikh religions and rites at the hands of five pydras or 'beloved ones';]. 

~[( Io -A . )  'Sahjdhari Sikh' means a person- 

(i) who performs ceremonies according to Sikh rites ; 

1 Subs. for the wold 'Tfovincial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

2 Added by P~miab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 3(3). 

3 Clause 9 was substituted by Punjab Act 111 of 1930 section 2. The amendment shall be 
applicable to all claims, petitions and suits in which the reco~ding of evidence has not been 
concluded before the tribui~al at the commencement of this Act,-vide Punjab Act. 1x1 of 2930 
sec. 11 . 

4 Ins, by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944 sec 2(b). 

5 Ins. hy Punjab .4ct No. 1 of 1959, sec. 3(4) 



( i i )  who does not use tobacco or Kutha (Halal meat) in any form ; 

(iii) who is not a Patit ; and 

(iv) who can recite Mu1 Manter]. 

4 l[(11) "Patit" means a person who being a Keshadhdri Sikh trims or 
shaves his beard or keshas or who after taking amrit commits any one or more 
of the four kurahits]. 

"(12) "Notified Sikh Gurdwara" means any gurdwara declared by 
notification by the 3[State Government] under the provisions of this Act to be a 
Sikh Gurdwara). 

2[(13) "Treasury9' means a Government Treasury or sub-treasury and 
includes any bank to which the Government treasury business has been made 
over ] 

2[(14) "Tribunal" means a tribunal constituted under the provisions of 
section 121. 

"[(15) "Election" means an election to fill a seat or seats in the Board 
or Committee constituted under sections 43,86 or 87. 

(16)  "Constituency" means a constituency for the election of a 
rneinber or members of the Board or Committee. 

(17) "b[Commissioner, Gurdwara Elections]" means the officer ap- 
pointed by the State Government to perform the duties of the 
Elections Commissioner for the purposes of this Act.] 

CHAPTER II. 

PETITIONS TO '[STATE GOVERNMENT] RELATING TO GURDWARAS. 

3 .  List of property of Scheduled Gurdwara to be forwarded to the State 
~ovr-rrameli3t.-(l) Any Sikh or any present office-holder of a gurdwara specified 
in Schedule I 6[or, added thereto by the Amending Act, may forward to 
the State Government through the appropriate Secretary to Government so as 
to reach the Secretary within ninety days of the commenceinent of this 
Act, or, in the case of the extended territories, within one hundred and eighty 

- - 
3 .  Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 2(b). 
2 .  The old clauses 10, 11 and 12, lenumbered as 12, I ? ,  and 14 by Pun~ab Act, XI of 

1944, scs. 2(b). 

3 .  Subs. for tlzc word "Provinc~al" by Adaptat~on of La\+> Order, 1350 
4. ins. by Pulljib Act No XXV of 1954, sec. 2. 
5 .  ' D L I ~ S .  for the word? "Election Commsisioner" by Punjab Act No. 22 of 1957, sec. 2. 
6.  Substituted for the words "may forward to the State Governn~ent through the 

&pproprlate Secretary to Government, so as to reach the Secletary within ninety days from the 
commeucecnenl of this Act" by P~i l jab Act No. 1 of 1959, section .1(1). 



days of the commencement of the Amending Act, rts the case may be], a list, 
signed and verified by himself, of all rights, titles or interests in immovable 
properties situated in Punjab inclusive of the gurdwara and in all inonetary 
endowments yielding recurring income or profit received in Punjab which 
he claims to belong, within his knowledge, to the gurdwara ; the name of 
the person in possession of any such right, title or interest, and if any such person 
is insane or a minor, the name of his legal or natural guardian, or if there is no 
such guardian, the name of the person with vihom the insane person or i~iinor 
resides or is residing, 01- if there is no such person, the name of the person 
actually or constructively in possession of such right, title or interest on behalf 
of the insane persoil or minor, and if any such right, title or intercst is alleged 
to be in possession of the gurdwara through any person the name of such 
person, shall be stated in the list and the list shall be in such form and shall 
contain such further particulars as may be prescribed. 

l[Explanation.-For the purposes of this section and ali other succeeding 
sections, the expressicn "Punjab" shall mean the State of Punjab as forined 
by section 11 of the States Reorganization Act, 1956.1 

Declaration of scheduled Gurdwara and pubBica9i~n of list forwarded 
under sub-section (I)  in a consolidated list.--(2) On receiving a list duly 
forwarded under the pro%isions of sub-section (I) the 2[State Government] shall, 
as soon as may be, publish a notification declaring that the gurdwara to  which 
it relates is a Sikh Gurdwara and, after tbc expiry or  the period provided 
in sub section (1) for forwarding lists shall, as so011 as may be, publish by 
notification a consolidated list in which all rights, titles and interests in 
any such properties as are described in sub-section (1) which have been includ- 
ed in any list duly forwarded , shall be included, and shall also cause the 
consolidated list to be published, in such illlanner as may be prescribed, at the 
headquarters of the district and of the tehsil and in the revenue estate whe-e the 
gurdwara is situated, and at the headquarters of every district and of every 
tehsil and in every revenue estate in which any of the immovable propertics 
mentioned in the consolidated list is situated and shall also give such other 
notice thereof as ;Kay be prescribed. 

Notices of claims ks property eaaiered in the consolidated list 
to be sent to persons shown a s  in possessiora.--(3) The "State Govern- 
ment] shall also, as soon as may be, send by registered post a notice 
of the claim to any right, title or interest included in the consolidated 
list to each of the persons named tilerein as being in pocsess~on of such 
right, title or interest either on his own behalf or on behalf of an ,nsane 
person or minor or on behalf of the gurdwara, providcd that no such notice 
need be sent if the person named as being in possession is the person who 
forwarded the list in which the right, title or interest was claimed. 

1. Added by Pulljab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 4(2). 

2. Subs, fol the wold ~'Pruvincial" by the Adaptatioll of Laws Order, 1950 



Effect of publication of dcclaratioa and consolidated list under sub- 
sectiou (2)-(4) The publication of a declaration and of a colisolidated list under 
the-provisions of sub-sections (I), (2) and (3) withrespect lo such publication 
have been duly complied with and that the gurdwara is a Sikh Gurdwara 
and the provisions of Part 111 shall apply to such gurdwara with effect from 
the date of the publication of the notification declaring it to  be a Sikh 
Gurdwara. 

4. Eifect s f  o~nibsian to fok,r\tl.axd a list under section 3. --It' in 
respect of any gurdwara specified in schedule 4 no list has been forwarded 
under the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 3, thc l[Statc] Government shall, 
after the expiry of ninety days from thc coillmencenle~lt ol' thir Act, 2 [ ~ r ,  
in the case of the extended territories, after the explry of six hundred 
and eighty days from the cominenceinent of the Amending Act, as the case 
inay be], declare by notification that such gurdwara shall be deemed to be 
excluded from specification in Schedule I, 

5. Petitions of claim to property iacladcd in a csnsalidated list. (1)-Ally 
person may forward to the l[State] Covernnlent ti~rough the 3[appropriate 
Secretary to Government] s ;  as to reach the Secretary within ninety 
days 4[or, in the case of the extended territories, within oizc hundred 
and eighty days] from the date of the publication by notification of 
the consolidated list under tbe provisions oC sub-section (2) of section 3, a 
petition claiining a riglit, title or interest in any property included in such 
consolidated list except a righl, title or interest in thc gurdwara itself. 

Signing rand verification of petitions under sub-section (I).+) A 
petition forwarded under the provisions of sub-section (1 ) shall be signed and 
verified by the persoil forwarding it in the inanllcl provided m the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1908, for the signing and verificat~on s f  plaints, and shall 
specify the nature of the right, title or interest claimed and the grounds oS the 
claim. 

Notification of property not slairxrzd irnder sub-section (1) aud effect of 
such notification.-(3) The '[State Governnrent] shall, as sooln as may bc, after 
the expiry of the period for inalting a claim under lhe provisions of sub-section 
(1) publish a notification specifying the l.igilts, title? or interesis in any proper- 
ties in respect of which no s~ ich  claim has been made : alrd the publication of the 
ilotification shall be conclusive proof oT the Tact that no such claim was made 
in respect of any nght, title or iniereyi qpcclfied in the ~~olification. 

I .  Subs, for tile word "13rovinci;~~i" by AdapLa(~.ji~ oC Laws O:dcr, 1950, 

2. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959. sec. 5 

3. Subs. for the words ''Secrztary to Govcrnment. ;rarzsh;,.rcd Depar11l:eilts"' by Govern- 
ment of India (Adaptatio~i of Indian Laws) Order, 1937. 

4. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, see. 6.  



i , f  the An1:ndlag Act, a5 eflc cr~se may be], residents In the poiice station area 
311 which such gurdwara is :ituaied, a d  shall thereafter deal x,~th any petition 
that may be otherwise duly for:iarded i n  respect of any such gurd\+ar:~ as 
if the petition had been du!) foroarded by petilioncrs nho  were such 
residents : 

Provided f~trthcr &,it 119 such pt>fit~on shall be cntsrfained in respect 
of any 111s~ilu~ion specifred in actledule 1 u r  scheduic TI ~~n los s   he insiitulion 
1s deemed to bc- excludici ftuili  S Q L C . I I C ~ ~ I U ~  in schtdule I u n d ~ r  the provisio~ls 
of secttoil 4. 

List s f  property claimed for the gurdwara and of persons in possession 
thereof to accornpanj a petition under sub-secticon (I).-(2) A petition forwarded 
under the provisions of sub-section (I) shalt slate fhe name of the gurd~+ara to  
which it relates and of the district, tuhsii and xveiluc estate ED which it is situated 
and shslil be accompanied by a   sf, verilr~ci and signed by tile potition~rs, of 
a17 nghrs, titles or ~nterests In inln~ovablr properties situated in Punjab inclusive 
of the gurdwara and in all inunetary endowments yielding recurring income 
or proflt received in Punjab, which the petitioners claim to  belong within 
their knowledge to the gurdwar~  : th\: nanx of the person 111 possession of 
any such right, title or ::lierest, and if any such person IS iiisane or a minor, 
the name of his legal or na tu~a l  guardian, or ~f ihere is no such guardian, the 
name of the person nith whorn the insane p m o n  or minor resides or  is 
residpg, or if lhcne is no such pcrson, the name of the person actually or cons- 
tructively in possession of such right, title or interest on behaif of the insane 
person or minor, and if eny such right, title 01 interest IS alleged to be in 
possession of the gurdwa-ra through any person , the name of such perso:l shall 
be seated in the list ; and the petltion and the list shall be in such for:n 
and shall contain such further particulars as may be prescribed. 

Publication of petition and list received under sub-sections-(1) and (2).- 
(3) On receiving a petition duly signed and forwarded under the provisions 
of sub-section (1) the l[Stats Government] shall, as soon as may be, publish it 
alongwith the accompanying list, by notification, and shall cause it and the 
list to be published, in such manner as may be prescribed, at  the headquarters 
of the district and of the tehsil and in the revenue estate in which the gurdwara 
is situated, and at the headquarters of every district and of every tehsil and 
in every revenue estate in which any of the imniovsble properties mentioned 
in the list is situated and shall also give such other notice thereof as may 
be prescribed : 
- --_--*- - .- - _.__--- _ --I__ _ .__ . _ 

1 .  Subs fur the \%ord "Provlnc~al'' by Adaptation of L ~ R S  Order, 1950. 
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1[Provided thslt such pciitioi~ may be withdrawn by notice to be forwarded 
by the Board so as to reach the "appropriate Secretary to Government] 
at any time before publication, and on such withdrawal it shall be deemed 
ac if no petition had been forwarded under the provisions of sub-section ( I ) ] .  

Notice of claims to property to be sent to persons shown in the list as in 
possessiorn.--(4) The 3[State Government] shall also, as soon as may be, send 
by registered post a notice of the claim to any right, title or interest included 
in the list to each of the persons named therein as being in possession of such 
right, title or interest either on his own behalf or on behalf of an insane 
person or minor or on behalf of the gurdwara: 

Provided that no such notice need be sent if the person named as 
being in possession is a person who joined in forwarding the list. 

Effect sf pobliication sf petition and list under sub-section (3).-(5) 
The publicatio~a of a not~fication under the provisioi~s of sub-section (3) shall 
bt: conclusive proof that the provicious of sub-sections (11, (2),  (3) and (4) 
have been duly complied with. 

8.  Petition to have it declared that a place asserted to be a Sikh Gurdwara 
is not such ra gamrdwara.-When a notification hac been published under the 
provisions of sub-section (3) of section 7 in respect of any gurdwara 
any hereditary ofice-holder or any twenty or Inore worshippers of the 
gurdwara, each of whom is more than twenty-one years of age and was 
on the commencement of this Act 4[or, in the case of the extended 
territories, on the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may 
be], a resident of a police station area in which the gurdwara is 
situated may forward lo the 3[State Government], through the 2[appropriate 
Secretary to Government], so as to reach the Secretary within ninety 
days from the date of the publication of the notification a petition 
signed and verified by the petitioner, or petitioners, as the case may 
be, claiming that the gurdwara is not a Sikh Gurdwara, and may in 
such petition make a further claim that any hereditary office-holder or any 
person who would have succeeded tu such office-holder under the 
system of management prevailing before the First day of January, 1920 
"or, in the case of the extended territories, before the 1st day of November, 
1956, as the case may be,] may be restored to office on the grounds 
that such gurdwara is not a Sikh Gurdwara and that such office-holder 
ceased to be an office-holder after that day : 

I. Proviso added by Punjab Act, 1V of 1932, S O ~ .  2. It came into forceon 1st 
.lanuary, 1933-~ide Punjab C*rovern~nent notification No. 2695 (If-Cr./Ciurdwara) 
dated 19th December, 1932. 

2. B L I ~ ~ .  l;)r th t  WUL.I~S I' :::~~tdry to Govcrumeat, Pt~iljab, ?ldmferre;d Departnlents'" 
hy Government of Tndia (Adaptation of Indian Laws ) Order 193'7. 

3 .  I I I ~ ~ .  hi thig: ia'tJrci "Provincial" hv Ad~ptat ion of Laws Order, 1950, 

4. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959 Sec. 9 (a). 



Provided that the ][State Go.;lernrl,+:nt] may rn re::xct of any 
stlch gurdwara declare $11 notiricatlor: th i t  n petition of t l .dn ty  or more 
~viiorslupprrs of such gurdavara shnil i-9.. d-crric.2 i , i)e duly f ~ r \  131 (led whether 
the petlti,rners neie or wc:e noL on ihc cor'ri+: czmsnl 0;' I;:,, Act "[or, in 
the case CIP the extended territories, or. 111;- c o ~ ~  ~ ~ I I ' : I I I : ~ I ~  cii t i le Amending 
Act, as the case rnay be,] residentr In t ~ s  :>:,l~i., Y ~ ; ? T  ; ~ ) n  3;e;  i:i P hich such 
gurdmara is situated, and sli:yll tlrl~:r':ir~tl ( I t , L 7 ~  srixn :tlr:i ,7~1tl ' ii1r1 th:~e m a y  be 
othertvlse duIy rorr~nrdcd in respect oi' 2f i j  , ~ t ~ * i l  g~lrd 2 -  7 :I(+ 1;  hid grtition 
had bceri duly fomdrded hy piiitionrr-, ; r I ~ c j  v ,.rl. q,lph r r ~ i ~ Z ~ ' ~ i t s ,  

9,  Effect of omi?sinn to preqerni t i  pr$i:n:w ~awder se~iiaaa 8.--(I) If no 
pstition lins b?en prc-xrittd In a c c ~ r d , ~ ; ~ ~ :  '7 ~ t l ,  I,rovicionq of sectil,n 8 
in TZSPL'CI or a gr~d!~l,i:.i to ~ h l c h  :L no!i_"icnir13.3 ;?rhlrc,l;cd under the provisions 
of sub-iecrion (3%) of section 7 relatcs i h 2  ] [ C f  -ii.j Cioic;~-imianf sk;rll, a fk r  the 
expirat~on of ni:~et] dbyb fiotn tl,r (ink {if srr! i i  :-vrlfic.i in!? :pr~hlirh a noti- 
f ~ c a t i ~ l i z  declaring rhe gurdn aia to be a Srk!? :_iui-cIw,,j :I. 

Effect of  pnblicatir~m of a n:stilicstioa r4redt.s \aria" rerf inn \'I),---(.?) The 
pulsliza.tion of a rlotifi~atic~n i i i~Jcr  t h i  p. nv;s.,.rl, o i  .:iri, Sr c t io i l  ( I )  sh511 he 
COIKIUG(\Z- proor ihat tlo g~lrdwnrn i q  a Srkh c t ~ l  , i t  ;, ,rlid ~ l l e  provisionr, 
of Par I IIT shdll q p i y  LO tht: I T  v 1 i:,i.i i' 311% ille dnte of the 
pnbl~c;tr~u~a of thc raotif ication. 

30, Petition sf elaian to propsrty irasl~oder,: 8 . 3  Bis6 pak418i~hed tinder 
nil)-section (3)  of section 7.- - ( I )  Any pcrsol  TI-y i ~v i !  ti to the '[State Govern- 
roent] tliroblgh the '[approprialc S e c : . ~ l ? ~ j  :o Go, I .;i-ncnl] ~o :is to reach the 
Secretarq ~7 1thi11 r~inety c!nyc from thc ci Irc r;%i: pliiiilcaiii~~k of a notifica- 
tran under the yroijis~ons oP cub-sectlol~ (3 )  or  scc:irKln 7 ,  a peti~ ~ O I I  cl:iimil~g a 
ri_nht tltle or interest in any p i  I J ~ s L : ~ ~ ~  ~rlcluded in r l ip  list so pablis11c.d. 

Signing anad verification of peritiana aa~3zt. sub-s::criosa (1)  4 2 )  A petition 
forwarded under t l ~ c  proviciolz\ ~?t '  su19-scc!itrir j?) silnll hc: signed and verified 
by the pesron forwarding it in  thc rnalrncr. 171 ovideJ by t f ~ c  C'ocle of Civil 
Procedu~e, 1908, for the s ig~~ing  and verificolion ol plninls,  slid shall specify 
the nature ofthe right, title ol iiltcreqi ~ l : i i x d  nritt tile gra~tr~ndc of the clnlrn, 

Notificatiioi of property BBQI c l ~ i r n e t ~  arndca. wlr-wclioa (4) faarkffect 
of such notification,---0) The 1[7/31~ G.,vet a : n r ~ r i  J shall, n s  i o o ~ l  as m a y  
be, after the expiry of thc pcriod To! inx!.:n:; :* I f : ~ i i r ~  iln(1ei' t i ~ c  provisione 
of sub-seetis~l(l) I,PUMIS!I n lzotificntrni~, spcclry, i~d O I I C  ~.izll iq,  iitlec 01. in t t ie~tr ,  
In any prnpcrhea In r~spec t  of which i r ,  cuci! ~:l:,~oi 11.1s hcon made, and the 
aot~fitation ghall he eonslus~ve p r o d  of ille i'n::~ that n ~ l  such clai~n waL; 
made in respect of any right, eitlc or i;~t.:rest ~;xc:ficd ~ 1 1  the ~~otiricntion. -- - -- - -. - -. - - - - - .- .- - - - A  

I .  8 5 s .  f n ~  the word 'LProvincia~" h ) ~  ALl,; lpt,~t~t~iz nl" I : , ~ q  Osdel, 1 ~ 1 5 0 ,  
2.  Ins. bj Funjab Act No, T of 39c1, 9rcif(b9 
3.  Subs. for tho W Q ~ ~ T  " S e c ~ e t ~ l y  to C~~~e~nt~lr",", ,  Tra~lsierrd Dcpartrnenls" by - .  -Government of hdkr (Adaptatlo11 aP I r l r l r ~ ~ i ~  L ;it,;i Ordrl 1937 
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E l .  Claiu~ for co~npensatian by a hereditary office-holder of a yurdwara 
~rcrtified under section 7 or his presumptive succes9or.--(I) .Any past or 
present kzredil'try ofice-holder of il gtlrdwdril ~n rrsp:ct of which a noztt'l- 
carlorr has been publ~shed uncter the procisic~ns , r t  sub-section (3) of section 
T 01 ;a precumptive successor crt'such oflice-holder may forward ro the "[Stare 
Government] through the '[Appropriate Secretary to Go?ernmentl cn as to 
reach the Secretary within ninety days from the dare ol such publication s 
petitilan clallnii~g 1.0 be nwarded compensation on the grou~ldc that such 
~ E c e - h ~ ~ l d e ~  j4d5 been uitla\i~f~llly removed ti"orn ltr c office a f  er the f ~ r s l  day 
of Jsreiialj, 1920 3 j ~ r ,  In the case (sf the extended :el I t r t r i  I Z ~ ,  3t'ter the 1st dav 
GI 7So~eallCPc1, 1 9 6 ,  as the case may be,] arrd beI*tklI* I he itLtlr irf such p~iblica- 
iioin aitd rhat s~lcEa off i~e=h~ldzr  (31- his ~ ~ ~ F U I I ~ ~ L I L ~ :  S I I C C P . W L  hdq saftered a1 
wll. su f fe~  pecurriary loss tf the gardwssra ii; decir~sed to he a 31kh Gurdi~ara.  

Sigrring and verifieatfoa of petition under sub-bcckion i l l  " ( 2 )  -% petition 
~of- ,&&rd~d u u d ~ ~  thz pto~~sirrcis of sub-sect~on ( l  ) .ghsl! he 51gn~3 and \-e-r~f~ed 
D:b the parson fo~%ar.iing i t  in the wanner provided :a rhe Code of Clvii 
?r@cedr~re, 1933 far the ssigmag a;ad verif~cauoa ofplalnts 

CHAPTER 11% 

I%, Constitution and procedure of tribilnsrl for tIkepnrposes of %he Act, 
- - ( I )  For [he purpose of decidlng claims made irr accordance with the provisions 
\,t rh~fc ACT the  ![State Gcsverrtmant] may from trme ro time by notificaiioo direct 
[be cor~slrt~tt,irn oi a tribunal or more ~ribunals than one and may in like manner 
d:recr tha d~ssolutiorr of such bribunal or tribunals. 

(2) A tribunal shall consist of a president S t *  * *] aud tiTia other 
members appointed by z~otification by the l[Srate Governmentj, 

(31 The president of a tribufial shslil be "a person who is ar has baeq,  
a Judge of Ihe High Coare a~rrd each sther members shall be- 

(1) a Djstrist Judge 01 a Subordinate Judge of the first class, 0s 

ti11 1-i. barrister of slot less than ten year's standing , or 

1 .  &~b9, lor the word "Pcoiloclal" hq 4daptatton of  Laws O~dax, 1950 

2- 4 ~ 1 b 8 ,  fol the words "Saaetaly to ~~~~~~~ment, ~ ~ a l l s f e i ~ ~ d  D$partments", b.e 
Goverilment of ladia (Adaptat~on of l'ndian Laws) Qrdery 1937, 

3. ins, by l'bln~ab X6t No. I a>I 1959, SBC It]. 
4 The words s'appolnted bv catltlmtlon by the Bicrvemor-General In Gouncll'. which 

laserred by the Sikh Qurdwara8 (Supplem~ntar~) Act, 1925 c r f l b T  of 19-25> 
sec, 3 j a i  F+ ere al~ireed by Government of h d l a  (Adaptat~on of Indian Laws) Qraw , 
1937. 

6, Ins. by Ftmjab Act No. P of 1959 sec. 11. 



(iii) a person who has been a pleader of any High Cou.rt I[or any 
Court which is a High Court ~ i - ~ t h ~ n  thc meaning oi' clause 
(24) of -sestlon 3 of the General Clauses Act, 18971 for a.n 
aggregate peiiod of not; less than tea years.. 

( 4 )  The members of a tribunal w h i b  they csntioue as s ~ ~ c h ,  sha l i  
be paid by the '[State Governinent] such remuae~bation as may from time t u  

tun.: be f~lracl b*i the 2[State Government1 '1 * * *I dncl &a!! be deemed 
to be public sarwnts w~thin the maartini -of s a~ t ioa  21 of the lndaan Peal! 
Code 

(6)  Whenever a 1 asanq occurs In a tribunal by leasun of the remu. a!, 
res~gnation or death sf a l~lernfser, * * *]  t h ~  2 [S td t~  $Toverarner?t~ 
shalt by noliflcatiou appoint a persou qaidl~f~ed withilt t l x  weaning uf 
bub-sectiolz (3) to fill the vacancy, 

671 A change i n  the nzeri~be~ship sf tribunal u n d a ~  the provisions ol " * " " * D u b - i e c t i ~ n  (6) shdl! not inidliddte an:' pleelous or subse- 
quent proceedings in ally mattel' pend~ng befoie it,  nut shall ir be uecejsaiy 
fol a t'ribuzlal on account ef such change to iecomunence any enquiry into tiny 
nlattcr pending before i t  for disposal. 

( 8 )  The "Stare Govcrnmnentl ma) i - lu~n time to t~n!c appoint sv.& 
offi~crs and servant5 as  it may  deem to be necebsard for the due perforrnan~e of 
~ t s  duties by a r l  ~ l ~ t n n x l  : the ofticers and seramts su appcji~ztad shall, 
while they cont~lzuc xs iuch,  be deenzcct to be public her1 :lnh v i t h ~ u  the 
medoing of- \ecrlc)n '1 the Indian Penai Gudr-;, 

< .  
5 .  The , lo:ej lc i~uct l~u ~ i ~ a i i c  ill t!~r s ~ i d  Aa 1 I-? sr~tion 2 sl-la!! have efkcl as il they had 

bee11 made trr! ?l ie 1st day of Xo~ernber. l?LS" 

2 .  Subs. for the nerd .'!'~.u\.~ncial'' by the Adaplaiio~l u!' L.as\E Chder, 1YSO:  

3.  The I V ~ I J P  '?(.,r i l l  !!?e case of the p les ide~ l  bj, tiie &u-ic!~or-Qerie!e! in Cclircii 
inssrteii by section 3 i b )  ol' Act XS1.V 0 T  1925 were omilt-a:l by Government oi 
I~ll?ia (Atlaptation vt' lnr l ia t l  la:)xs f Orcler, 1937, 

5, Thc ~VQTJE "tite Goiernor General it) CC>U!IL~~ virare tho s.,li:irncy cicrirs in "'ria 
otfize of piesidei~t irild 112 .rn:d other ~nse"  i@eilcsl hy scctio~! 3 (dl oi"4cL XX1V 
1925; , were omiiiod b} Drts\,rr!~tflen: c?f Todid !.b-Isgfaalsl~ u!' I!l!iia~l Laws '1 Old-r, 
1937 



(9)  A .t~~'Ciua~ll, ioj the ~mrr)ose of deciding any matter that it is 
ampo~vered ti) dccrilc: undt r tiii: ~ T O V I " ~ ; ~ ) I ~ S  of this Act, shall have the same 
powers a$ ari  vi:>tcd i a h  a t ~ ) n r r  by t h e  Code or Civil Procedure, 1908 and 
shall haw jurisdic: tvil, ~ d r j i i l l  i t 4  2s regaid<, v;-~~uc)  throughout l[the territories 
specified in s~!b-\ccl:oil (I) oi s e s t ~ s n  5 (31 the Pulljab Keorgdnisation Act, 19661, 
and shall have nc? jur.!idlct:o~r ovci aily proceedings other elzall is expressly 
vested in it by t !~ is  111 t 

(10) Srivr; il? iiljicl~:i~ist.; pri~vlded t l j  this Act a decree or. vrdor of a 
tribunal shall bc cxccuicci c!r i;r h::r1,vist: iiiv.;fi i:ffcct to by the district court of 
the district in~shici! :!rc ;;:.rii:?v~,.;~ I!] c31n:it:ction jvltil which the decree or 
order was passtxi j.( siii;ali;ti, :):. by tl:e ili:;rrict court to which the tribunal 
direct:$ that iJ,ilY eis:c?.::i: Q!. ~ i d c r  si::il b: :;mr f;_)r LLxis pu;.pase, as if the decree 
csr order l~arl bt:t:!~ 11 c!i:~'r.c:i: OT B T ~ ~ ; T  passed by such ~ o u r t .  

( I l l  The prou:~cd~i~gx i, i ' ; :  tl-ibiin:ri s!lali so fzr as may be, aad sub ja~t  
t ~ l  the provisions of tiri!; Ac: . ::; 6:oadusieil in accortlailce wit11 the pruvi- 
sioas of' 111.: Gar::: $! i~i i  3":0c.:d;ire, 1908. 

(13) If'n!:sfcl'ribtlnaie.: i.ii:ill o ! ~  ; i r e  sonstituted, the 3[Sta:e Government] 
md.y 'by x~o'~i!'i~'alio';~ tiE:.u,:l !,vfl:cli t*"%bui~t.l L I ixay entcrtail-s pe!ir.~l,ar?s relating 
trr a pnrtia;ula.r gurclv,!:ia or g ~ ; d i ~ > i ~ ~ l t j  ~if~iiiled l i l  ;illy si4ea7ifieG area, and 
m a y  at ally l i~nc  Iraii:s4.(:c uuy ji!'oi.~:cilings I'ruru one tribui?al to another 
as it aiay deeii; p:.~)pci., 

1.3, Hmrs~ccdurc oit diitcze~tce oP e~pknrioas,-(I) N o  proccecllngs shall be 
taken by a trilsunai aii!css i i t  i\:ast LLVO rireq-ibs;s are present, prsvided that 
nst.ices arid s i i n l ~ ~ ~ o i l s  111i!y hi :,;::!!ei': ily tilx president or a memb-r nominated 
by 1136: presidcllt ii3r thi:, purposi:, 

(2) In cssc cf' a. tlifftsi-cij~~ of' opiniora between the members of a 
tribunal, the uplniuiz oi" 1111: mz.j(xily shall prcvail ; provided that if only two 
members arc prt:it:lir i i i  :;.J!~C:!:: t.):-t-: i s  t h ~  :sr~;idi;"i;lt, and it' they arc not in 
agretixncnt, t!!c oyirii.:n r.:i' :h-i j:.i-t:.,ii;i;n:, slrali prer.aii ; and  if the president be 

. . 
not present, aiici ii:c :~vy': !.e~:;t:ni~lz iii~.ii:Ii';i~~ are not agreed, the question 
ia dispute shail bi. k::{!t l~ei!diriij until tha  it !nr:eting of the tribualal at which 
the president is !?r.ci*i:~lt : ihc ciGA.;iia sf tlli ~~iajbjrity, or of the pre:.ident when 
only two xncmbcr., arc are:,e:.l+, ",mil b13 deernor! to be the opiision of the 
tribunal. 

14, Tribusazl 69 d i i p ~ ~ r :  01p,4!5:ic,~~ ~ w d e r  sectfou~s 5, 6,8, 10 and 11.-(I> 
The "[State @.>vej.r~~:crii.] :,l~.ri!l i iv\mrd t c ~  a trISwlal all peririo~zs received by it 
under the piu~lisivjis a:i' ::(;~:il:j~s :1, I;, 8,iQ OX l l ?  and the tcibw.na.l shall dispose 
of' such pcli! ica:. "1; rj;.;'c,;, in : 1 4 ; ~ 0 :  ij;. rich: -.i~j:.:i t116: p ~ ~ ~ i i ~ i ~ n s  ( L I ~  this ACI, 

- .  . . . - . ,. - " . .--- ~* 

1. Su!ls, ::: '.i':!i1j,~33'" Wlii;,!:; i r i s  ! 1 , , 3 i j ~ .  by Adaptation of Law.? Order, 1950, for "&,st 
I'!~!!~L:J" -- $v1!i(.:it ilz:!  fir::^! qdi!~. f i ~ r  thr: '6J?unjabV by G.C'J.0. 40 of 1948. 

2. Subs. ti:? t11o worg! biJi.ovi:;c,i;il'' Ijp Adaptation of I.,av~s Order> 1950. 



- (2) . The forvmrding of tlse petitior~s shall be conslusix7e proof that the 
petitions were received by the IrState G~vernnserdt] within the tlme prescribed 
in sections 5, 6 ,  b,  20 or I I as the case may be, and itn the ca5e of a petitiort 
forwarded by avarshippers of d guidwara ulider the protisions oP section 8, 
shall be conclusive proof that the provisions s f  section 8 \I lth respect to such 
worshippers were duly cornplied with. 

. 15, Power of tribunal to join parties and avvard cosbs,-(1) drl disposing 
al any matter in which lt has jurisdisl~on a tnbuna! may order anrJ dispute 
arising Iherefssm to be dealt %llh ill o11e ~ L U C C F ~ I I  g 1epardteh7 or mole s v ~ h  
dlsputcs than one to he dealt with in one pi acceding, aisd mdy,  b) public 
aclvertrsement or other\+ise, ei~quirc if any pet 3011 dcairca to be ~ndde a pa! t: 
lo any proceeding, and may j0111111 BIIY procecbii~~g ally persoil uiho it conside~3 
ought .to be niade a party thereto. 

( 2 )  The tiibuuai m y  order any perbun t~ subinll wllhlrr 3 tired txnr 
a stdlement jil wnting settirlg forth the iiatubc (71 i l l s  clairn or rgbje~fdon and tile 
grouiids tI~ereaf. 

(3) If an j  persoil falls !o comply v i t l ~  an order passeci u i ~ d e i  the 
l o v ~ s i o n s  of sub-sect1011 (2) and ctuly notaf'leci to b ~ m ,  the t r ~ b u n ~ ~ l  rndy dec~de 
the inalter m tlisputc dgaitist hinl, pro\ ided i l lat  tile aribuizal ma dt an\{  ti^ 
e-utend the tlille fixeil by !I5 oraier 101 thc submission of the stdlri~lcnl if the 
perso11 sdtlsfles 11 that he 1irtbi 5ufl'lb1elit cduse f'vf !lot sub~~ii t t i~lg the slatenlent 
lv~thi i~ the time fixed, 

(4 )  A trlbundl a d y  p l i s  6114' ~uc l i  o l d ~ r  ~ 1 9  t u  G O S ~ S  of a pruceedlilg d.s a 
court might pahi, n1:clcr th t  pro\ isions of the Coil% ok Cj\!i. Vioceciure. 19US 
(20 of 190 8) 

16, Issue as to w11~etllcr a gasdvasa is a Sikh Gurdrara lo be decir1g.d :'Cqf 

and he\\! iswe is to lac deeidcd,--(I Yet\\ ~t!latand!fig anj i hir~p ic-l~llal [ I ,  r' 117 

any other la\\ :n Sorcc. li '  iil au\  l~roiceding bcfc)rc a tr~t?un,~l i t  1 5  dlnrliltcd I 11,) t 

d gu~dna ra  should or ~ i i o u l d  noi he dcclared to be a Sik1-i Gusd\l ,u,~.  lilr 111-  

builai sbali, before enquiring I I I ~ ~  aay other matter in disprrte lelatiilgr to li:r 
s ~ i d  gurtl~~laaa, decidc Ibhethcr ~t should or should not be declaled a Sikh 6u1 
Ilwara 111 accordance bvrlh blic pro~is~c?ns of :ub-scclioii (2).  

(2) 11 the trtbunal finds thiii L ~ C  guld~vara- 

(i) was cstabliahcd by, or ii? nzt1n(?r1 ol ,luy of the Ten Sikh Gurus, 
or in ssmmenio!dlron of an) il:~idmt; ill the life of any of the 
Ten S!kh Gliru\ alzd l [bds] i i i ~ d  i%r l?ub11~ V.(xsllip b j  Szklls 
L[befor-c dr~d ,it tiic tiine of t l~c  jq; f scnlatioi~ ul' t!ic petitlun 
under ~ ~ L ' - S C L > C L O I ~  (1) of ~ C C L ~ C  J 71 .  or 
- - - -- - - - - -- - - - -- -- - -- - - - -. -- 

I ,  '3ut.s. for the word " is"  by P ~ ~ n j a b  4ct. No l l i  oC1930. sec. 313) 

2 .  Ins. by Punjab ?ct No. I11 of 1930. scc. 311). Phe a~~?eildrnent shall bp dppfisahle 
to all claims. pctitiolls dnd suits, i t ?  which the lecolaillg ol ecldence has not becn conc;luderl 
hefore the triburldl at thc comm~~cement of this Act,--vlde 1)unjdb hct Ido.111 of 1930. seL, 1111). 
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(ii) 0~7ii1g to some tradition connected with one of the Ten Sikh 
Gurus, '[was] used for publib: ivorship predominantly by Sikhs, 
"before and at the time of the presentation of the pctltisn 
under slab-section (I) of section 91, or 

( z i t )  l i d s  catabl~shed !'OL use by Sikhs h1 the pulpose of public war- 
>hnp and l [ w ~ b ]  used for such ~corahip by Sikhs, a[bef'ore and at 
!he tlme of the plesentatiori of the petition under sub-section 
(1) of scctlol~ 11, or 

(Eb) !+as esbablislled In ~aerwory ot d Sikh martyr, saint or- hlstonca! 
pel sari and l[ud<] used tor public worship by Sikhs, ?[befole 
dad ;it thu Lime 01 the presentdl~on of the petition under sub- 
~ e c i ~ u n  ( 1 )  of b~ctlon 71, or 

(1;) ov lng l o  5c)me rnc!dent curlnected 14 lth the Sikh religion L[ar as] 
useti fur publ!c worshlp pledomlnantly by Sikhs "[before and 
a t  the time of tlza p~eselildtiou ol- the petltio~l under sub-section 
( 1 )  ot- sectlon 71. 

the tribunal sha!! d~clslt, that it should be deddred to be a Sikh Gurdwara, 
and record nn order ~c~ord1ngIj  

(3)  i r  liere the 61tbun;ll t lads that d gurdwara should not be dec!ared 
to be a Szkh Gurdlx n u ,  at shdl! r e~o fd  its f l n d i n ~  111 an order, and, sulyect to the 
finding cat the Hlgli Guurr cn dppeal it shall ~ e d s e  to have j~ilisdiction In all 
matter? r onreinlnr such gvldlvara. p ~ o ~ l d e d  that, if a clibini has been made in 
accoidantc 311th tile p!oi!siurls cf se~Llo!i 5 pra) in3 fol the re~forallon to office 
of R 1161tdltdlj c)lfl~e-hi>lder clr ,>erson jchhi would have succeeded b u ~ h  office- 
holtIcr ur~cler the sJ3tern o! rndlzdgement pl-e!a~ling before the flrst day of 
Jbtnuarj , lLI2O u[oi in I hc ~ d \ c  ol thc e~leadesj. Zerrt toiles, before the t iist $a4 
of Pl'oben~he!. !OPh1, thc  lrlb~!i ' i i  slidli, nottrithstnndlng such finding, continue 
to hd'16 i i i ~ i x l l ~ l i i i ~ ~  111 ail 111<1LLei s reiatilig lo s u ~ l ?  cld~rn : and ~i the tribunal 
C~uds 11 p ~ o \  ed 11141 such 0 1  i i~s-iloi Jer ceassd to be an office-holder on or after 
the first dLi i?! l~tl11l.11 i , 1920 J f ~ ~ ,  111 tlle Lahe 01' the extended temtorics, after 
the illst Jdy u1 N ~ ~ e r n b c r ,  i i f 5 S j  II ~ n ~ y  by orrici direct that such offi~a-holder 
or pcr4011 hi110 74 ouid ha\i: 40 succeeded be restored to oif ice. 

1 Subs is! t lzr \ \old " l a  ' I 'r~aldb Act No 111 of 193U,bec. ?(I). 

2 hs;, by I'u!~jab , k t  No. I I I  of !0.3(3. 5%. 3 ( i i ) .  'l'hc aniendrnent shallbc a,pplicable to 
all clslr-as. pelitiolls : i r ~ c i  suits, i n  w!ricll thc recordi~lg of evidence has not been conc!udrd ~ ' I ' c c " ?  

the tribullal at the coi~:nzcncei:~cnt of this Act,--vide Punjab Act I11 of 1930. sec. 1 I < $ ) .  

3 lus .  by Punjab Act No. 1 ui' 1959, se2. 12. 



17. Notification of Sikh Gurdnara on finding of tribunal.-%'hen s tri- 
krilldi has. under the prov~sioni ol' sub-section (2) of section 16, recorded a 
finding that a gurdwara should be declared to be ii Sikh Gurdwara, and no 
appeal h ~ c  been instituted against such finding \vith~n the period prescribed b! 
S ~ G ~ ~ I I  31, or when an nppcal hac beerr ~nstitlited and chsmicscd, or when in an 
appeal against a f ~ n d ~ n g  that a gurdwara zl~ould not be tieclared to be a 
Sikh Gurdwara the Wig11 Court i'indc that ~t should be so declared, the t ~ ~ b u n a l  
OY the High Court. as the case may be shall inform rnz '[State Go\ernment~ 
through the q.4ppropriare Secreta1.y to Govern meti t], accordii~gl>, at14 the 
1 [Scace Go~er~~rcnetrel shall, as soon as may be, puiil~?ln a aot~flcnt~on dzclarlng 
silcli girrdwara to be a Slkh Gurd~vara, and ~ ' r ~ e  lrrnilalolts of Part 111 shall 
appli  thereto \$lrh effrcc from the da le  ot'thc p r ~ h l ~ c ~ t l o r u  of such nrrt~l'aeaticna 

18, Presirmptiaa in favour sf a Notified Sikh Cardapara om proof sf certain 
fasts when a claim to prapertj is made by an office-l~trlder.-(1) In a n y  proaeed- 
iags before a Inhutpal, ~f any past or present ntf~ce-holder de~1~e.p that a right, 
rlcle or incerest recorded, in h ~ s  aalrue or in tha K tif an) person tbrou 2 I L whom 
be claims, in a record of rights, or rn an anrnudi iecord, preparcd ill aesor- 
dance with the provisions of ~ k e  Punjab Land Kc1 ertue Act, I 88 1, a11d claimed 
to belong to a Notifled S ~ k h  Gurdwara, does so belorsg, and elalms such 
right, title or interest to belong to himself, there shall, notwithsaanding any- 
thmg contained in section 44 of the said Acr, be a presumprion rhac such 
righr, t~"clr  or intseest belongs to che g-irrd~+wa upon p r o d  of any of tbet 
SoITswing facts, namely - 

[a) an entry of the right, title or interest made &fore the first 
day of January, 1920 3[or, in tlie <asc of the extended terri- 
tories, hefore the 1 5 t  day of November, 295(i, as the case 
may be], In a record-of-rights, prepared ar the time of n general 
assess~nent ofthe land revenue, i n  tnc riame ol' the gurdwara 
or in the name of eke holder 01' an office pertallring ro the 
gurdwara as suck, and not t=iy name q 

(6) an assignment of the land revenue of, or clP the proprietar, 
right in, land at any time for the 9cri;rcc 19r mainte- 
nance of the gurdwara notwithstanding that the assignment 
may be or may have been in the name of an offlcr-holder, 
where the right claimed is an as5ignment of tlie land revetrue 
of3 or sf the proprietary rightain, the iarrd, a4 the caqe may be ; 

1 Subs, t h ~  the word "Provincial" by Adaptation is[ Lm7s Order, 1950. 

2 ,  Subs. for the words -'Secretarb to G~vernn~eut, Tran9fGrrcd Departments" by 
Govsmment of India (Adaptation of Indian Lawe) Order, 1937, 

2 .  Ire. by Punjab AA No. 1 of 1959. sec. 13(a). . . 
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(L*) ellt& ci iamijsdl  o r  t emov,~l of an otl ice-holder beiole the 1 i t  st day 
cur" January, 1920 I j u r ,  in the cnse of the extended rerritctries, 
h,l'nre the I si t a y  of Novenzber, 1956, as tlie case may be] 
and consequent transfer of the r i ~ h t ,  irlle 01 llii~fr+$t 111 qIL~s11oI1 
to liis SUCC~SSC~I.  ill ofi'lce g 

(la) ?he expenditure of the whole or part of the il~eomz derived from 
the right, title or inieras~ Iir q~~esei t r r~ osdlrlar~ly or1 the s e r ~ i c e  
or rnainrenar~cc oi r11e g~1r~iv17cira . 

( c i  ~ h c  neqilisieio~t trf the r ~ s h t  11tlc' or ~1ITereSi. 111 qaest inn  f l n m  
l~lntic proveti to  hnvu j-ielonged T O  (Ire g~irdnnra . 

([) the s~ibn~lssic~n by the office-holdel 01 ;my of hts p~edecessors In 

O G C ~  of a c ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ t s  ~~ l ' f t l r l s  t T )  rflc 111ci)r~le t l  ~ ) [ I L  I t ~ v  ~ ~ g h t ,  tirle 
01 ~nlcrzd In qaestiora Ta the nor 4hlppc.I"s or In  a mallagliig 
had3 ; 

Ig) the devolurinrr of rhe succecsion ti? tl:e rig11.t~ :illcw~ interert la 
qilenion from an oft,ce-ltolde~ to t l ~ e  suc~zssor in c~fftce as such 
on two 01 more c o n ~ e c ~ ~ ~ i v e  O C C ~ S ~ O I I F  

{h) RiIV orher i'act cvhich show.; iiknt [he right, title or interest in 
q u ~ s l i o n  mas sn any time csf .the nattire cii' n t r ~ s t  pertain~ag to 
the gurdwara or nas  p~ i r ch~sed  ti'om funds of the nature 
of' trust furlcls pertaining to the gurdwara. 

i )  Tllc pr,,\i$ions cti  cub-sectidn (1j shnll also appl) to a elain; to 
a T I ~ I E T  ~ l t l e  or irntelezt made by r iiy persor~ derivlrrg title snhseq~ien'r to the 
f l r s r  day of Tailv.-irc. 1920 l[or, in the s;rse crl the extended te r r l~or~es ,  sutse- 
quent rn tlte tlrst day of November. 1946, as "re case may be], from a gars 
a-i present office-holder 

19, Adjudication by tribunal upon agreements made hermeen offiee- 
haldefr and persans acting on irehalf of n Sikh Gurdwsra.-Where a change in the 
system of management of a Notified Sikh CurcEwara has occurred on or after 
the first day of January, 1920 2[ar, in the case of the extended territories on or 
after the flrst day of November, 19461, a ~ l d  ns a consequence of, or ill contlec- 
tzon mith, such change i t  is alleged that an agreemerit has been lnnde between 
any person who was an ofrice-holder urrder ef~t: for~ner  system of management 
01, ~ j n e  4ide, and the S ~ k h  worshippers (ti tE~e gurdwara ol a pecsnn or body 
agting O Q  their behalf orr tlse other side, any persirri VI fio claims any right, tirle 

2 Ins. by Punjab Act No. I sf 1959, sec. 24* 
. . .  
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(iii) the forms of notices to be given or dtclarationb to be made by the 
controlling Authority . 

16. Repeal of OdiRlmte Na. iV of 1M.-The Esst Punjab Refugee 
Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) Ordinance, 1948, is hereby repealed; and 
any rules made or notification issued, anything done and any action taken in 
execution of any power conferred by or under the said Ordinance shall bd deemed 
to have been made, issued, done or taken in exercise of powers conferred 
by or under this Act as if this Act had commenced on the 21th day of January, 
1948. 

THE PUNJAB REPEALING ACT, 1968 

ARRANGEMENT OF S E ~ ~ O N S  

SECTIONS , 

1. Short title 

2. Repeal of certain enactments, 

3. Savings 

The Schcdule 

,THE PUNJAB REPEALING ACT, 1960 
- 

'ITUNJAB ACT NO. 16 OF 1960)l 

[Received the assent of the Governor of Punjab on May 4,1960 and W 
publrshcd in thr: Punjab Gazette (Extra.), Legislative Supplement, Part I, dated 
May I I .  1960/Vaisa)<ha 21, 1882, Saka). 

An Act to reapzkl certain e;nactmcnts. 

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Punjab in the Eleventh 
Year of the Republic of ,Indiia as follows :- 

1. Short title.-ThisAct may be called the hrnjab Repealing Act, 1960. 

2. Repeal of certain enactments.--The enactments specified in the Sche- 
dule are hercby repealed. 

3. Savings.-The rcpeal by this Aci, df any eiactment shall not affect 
aqy other enactment in which the repealed enactment has been applied,incorc 
porated or referred to ; I 

-- 
I .  For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see the Punjab Gazette, Extra.,dated the 

25th March, 1960. 
This Act is app!icable only in respect of merged areas, by virtue of sec. 88 of the 

l'unjab Re-organisat~on Act, 1966. 



or interest by virtue of such agreement or any present office-holder of the 
gurdwara or any Sikh may, within ninety days fkam the date of the publi- 
cation of the notification declaring such gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara, 

, present apetition to a tribunal praying that the agreement be considered, 
and the tribunal shall make an enquiry, and if it finds that a valid agreement 

f was made, it shall, notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Regis- 
tration Act, 1908, or the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, pass such orders as may be 
necessary to give effect to the agreement, and may by such orders create 
a charge on the property or income of the gurdwara. 

20. Claim for comge~satiola by a hereditary o4Tice-holder vho has resigned 
or been dismissed.-Any hereditary office-holder of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara 
who, within twelve months after the date of the publication of a notifi- 
cation declaring the gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara, has resigned office, or 
been removed from office otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of 
section 134 or under the provisions of section 142 or a presumptive succes- 
sor of such office-holder, may within ninety days from the date of the resig- 
nation or removal, as the case may be of such office-holder present a petition 
to a tribunal claiming to be awarded compensation on the ground that he has 
suffered or will suffer pecuniary loss owing to a change in the management of 
the gurdwara, and the tribunal may, notwithstanding the fact that such office- 
holder has voluntarily resigned, order compensation to be paid in accor- 
dance with the provisions of this Act, as if such office-holder had been unlaw- 
fully removed from his office. 

21. Claim for compensation by person alleging right to nominate office- 
holder of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara.-When a notification has been published 
under the provisions of this Act declaring a gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara, 
any person claiming that the right to nominate an office-holder thereof was 
vested in him at the date afthe publication, or before the first day of January, 
1920 l[or, in the case of the extended territories, before the first day of 
November, 19561, may, within ninety days from the date of the publication, 
present a petition to a tribunal claiming to be awarded compensation on the 
ground that he has suffered pecuniary loss owing to a change effected after the 
first day of January, 1920 2[or, in the case of the extended territories, after the 
first day of November, 19561, in the system of management of sa;s;h gurdtvara, 
or that he wiII suffer pecuniary loss in consequence of the gurdwara being 
declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara ; and the tribunal may order compensation to 
be paid to him in the same manner as to an office-holder under the provisions 
of this Act. 

2 Xns. by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, see. 14. 
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22. Matters for consideration in awarding compensation.-In deciding 
claims for compensation made under the provisions of section 6, 11 or 20, a 
tribunal- 

( I )  inay among other matters take into consideration- 

(f) the past conduct of the claimant ; 

( i i )  the improvements to the property of the gurdwara effected by 
the claimant ; 

( i i i )  the portion of the trust income which, by long practice and the 
express or implied consent of the worshippers, the holder of the 
office and his predecessors have been allowed to appropriate 
to their private use, provided that this matter, if taken into 
consideration shall only be so taken in determining the compen- 
sation due to an office-holder for his life time and shall not 
give to a presumptive successor of such office-holder any right 
to increased compensation, and provided also that the tribunal 
shall not be bound to fix the compensation on the basis of such 
income, but may, at its discretion, regard such income, as a 
ground for awarding compensation on a higher scale than it 
would otherwise have awarded ; 

(2) shall take into consideration- 

( i )  the past conduct of the claimant where such conduct has been 
or is in issue in a suit or other proceeding in a civil or revenue 
court instituted before the 1st December, 1924 l [or, in the 
case of the extended territories, before the commencement of 
the Amending Act as the case may be ;] 

( i l )  the conviction of the claimant by a criminal court for an offence 
which, in the opinion of the tribunal, involves moral turpitude 
or an order passed against him under the provisions of sec- 
tions 110 and 118 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 2;  

( f i i )  the loss of income, not being of the nature of trust income, 
incurred by reason of an office-holder ceasing to hold office ; 

( i v )  all rights or privileges relating to residence, subsistence, service 
and other recognised allowances in cash or kind formerly 
enjoyed by the claimant. 

1 Addod by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 16. 

2 Now Code of Criminal Procedure. 1973. 



23. Colnpensation to be paid annually out of income of gurdwara.-In 
awarding compensation, a tribunal shall, unless the parties agree to its being 
paid otherwise, order it to be paid out of the income accruing to the gurdwara 
in which the office-holder held office in the form of an allowance, payable 
annually on a specified date for any period, but terminable in any case on the 
death of the person compensated. 

24. Payment to heirs of person compensated.-If any person to whom 
compensation has been ordered to be paid by a tribunal dies, his heir shall be 
entitled only to such sum as has become payable under the order but has not 
been paid provided that if compensation was ordered to made by payment 
of an annual allowance far a period which has not expired before the death 
of the person compensated, such heir shall in addition be entitled to a sum 
which bears the proportion to the amount of such allowance as the period 
between the date on which the allowance was last payable before the death 
of the deceased and the date of hisdeath bears to one year. 

25. Manner in which compensation is to be paid and recovered if not duly 
paid.-Every sum ordered by a tribunal to be paid out of the it1come of a 
gurdwara by way of compensation shall be deposited in the treasury of the 
tehsil in which the gurdwara is situated, and shall be paid to the person or 
persons entitled to it under such order or under the provisions of section 24 
in such manner as may be prescribed and if it is not so deposited shall be 
recoverable out of the I[income of such gurdwara or by way of temporary 
alienation of the agricultural land of such gurdwara for a period which the 

Collector may determine.] 

2[25-A. Power of tribunal to pass decrees for possession in favour of the 
committees of Gurdwaras.-(I) When it has been decided under the provisions 
of this Act that a right, title or interest in immovable property belongs to a 
Notified Sikh Gurdwara, or any person, the Committee of the Gurdwara 
concerned or the person in whose favour a declaration has been made may, 
within a period of one year from the date of the decision or the date of the 
constitution of the Committee, whichever is later, institute a suit before a 
tribunal claiming to be awarded possession of the right, title or interest in the 
immovable property in question as against the parties to the previous petition 
and the tribunal shall, if satisfied that the claim relates to the right, title or 
interest in the immovable property which has been held to belong to the 
Gurdwara, or to the person in whose favour the declaration has been made, 
pass a decree for possession accordingly ; ]  

[ ( 2 )  * * =# Y "I. 
--- - -- - 

1 .  Subs. for the words ','?roperty or income of such Gurdwara by the Collector as if it 
were an arraar of land revenue, by Punjab Act XI of 1944, s ~ .  3.1 

2.  Added by Punjab Act No. I11 of 1930. sec. 4 .  c e  amendment shall be applicable to all 
claims, pstitions and suits in which the recording of evidence ha8 not been concluded boforo 
thr tribunal at the comm@nwrnent of this Act,-vide section 11 of Punjab Act I11 of 1930. 

3 .  Omitted by Punjab Act No. LIIl of 1953, sec. 3 .  
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26. Entry of rights of gurdwara in revenue records.-When it has been 
decided, under the provisions of this Act, that a right, title or interest in 
immovable property belongs to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara or when a right, 
title or interest in such property has been included in a list published under 
the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 5 or sub-section (3) of section 10, 
the Collector of the district in which the property is situated shall, on appli- 
cation being made to him on this behalf and after making such enquiry as he 
may deem proper as to the fact of such decision or inclusion, cause an entry 
to be made in the record-of-rights, if any, of the estate in which the property is 
situated recording the gurdwara as the owner of the right, iitle or interest in 
Act, 11887. accordance with the provisions of the Punjab Land Revenue 
(XVHI of 1887.) 

27. Treatment of property dedicated to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara but 
under management of trustees.--(1) When on or before the commencement of 
this Act any property has been dedicated or gifted to a Notified Sikh Gur- 
dwara and a trust has been created in writing for the management of such 
property and for the distribution of the income accruing therefrom partiy to 
the gurdwara and partly to another institution or to another person or to 
both, any trustee appointed for the purpose of such trust, or any person 
having interest in such gurdwara or any person having interest in such institution, 
or any beneficiary under the terms of such trust may within ninety days 
from the date of the publication of a notification declaring,such gurdwara to 
be a Sikh Gurdwara, present a petition to a tribunal claiming that the 
trustees appointed under the terms of the trust should continue to  manage 
the property and to distribute the income accruing therefrom according and 
to the terms of the trust, and in addition may claim that the tribunal should 
determine whatportion of the income should be allocated to any beneficiary. 

(2) If the tribunal finds that the major portion of the income accruing 
from the property has not been allocated undcr the terms of the trust to such 
gurdwara then, notwithstanding anything contained i n  this Act, the tribunal 
shall order that such trustees shall continue to manage the property and 
distribute the income accruing therefrom according to the terms of the trust, 
and if the tribunal finds that the major portion of the income has been allocat- 
ed under the terms of the. trust to the gurdwara, the tribunal shall order 
that the committee of such gurdwara shall manage the property and distri- 
bute the iracome accruing therefrom according to the terms of the trust. 

( 3 )  If it is not clear from the terms of the trust what portion of the 
income has been allocated to any beneficiary, the tribunal may on the appli- 
cation of any party determine what portion of the income shall be allocated 
to any beneficiary. 



(4) If no such petition is presented within the time prescribed in sub- 
section (I)  the committee of such gurdwara shall manage such property and 
distribute the income accruing therefrom according to the terms of the 

trust. 
8 

28. Snits for possession of undisputed property on behalf of Notified 
Sikh Gmrdwarsas.-(I) When a notification has been published under the 
provisions of sub-section (3) of section 5 or of sub-section (3) of section 10, 
the committee of the gurdwara concerned may bring a suit on behalf of the 
gurdwara for the possession of any property a proprietary title in which has 
been specified in such notification, provided that the gurdwara concerned is 
entitled to immediate possession of the property in question, and is not in 
possession thereof a t  the date of the publication of such notification. 

(2) The suit shall be instituted in the principal court of original juris- 
diction in which the property in question is situated within a period of ninety 
days from the date of the publication of such notification, or from the date of 
the constitution of the committee, whichever is later, and if a suit is not 
instituted within that period no subsequent suit on behalf of the gurdwara 
for the possession of the property shall be instituted in any court except on the 
ground of the dispossession of the gurdwara after the date of the publication 
of such notification. 

29. Exclusion of jurisdiction of the courts.-Notnithstanding anything 
contained in any other law or enactment for the time being in force no suit 
shall be instituted and no court shall entertain or continue any suit or proceed- 
ings in so far as such suit or proceeding involves- 

(I) any claim to, or prayer for the restoration cf any person to an 
office in a Notified Sikh Gurdwara or any prayer for the 
restoration or establishment of any system of management of a 
Notified Sikh Gurdwara other than a system of management 
established under the provisions of Part I11 ; 

(2) any claim to, or prayer for the restoratio~l of any person to an 
office in or any prayer for the restoration or establishment of 
any system of management of, any gurdwara in respect of which 
notification has beeil published in accordance with the pro- 
visions of sub-section (3) of section 7 unless and until it  has 
becn decided under the provisions of section 26 that such gur- 
dwara should not be declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara. 

1 .  Omitted by Punjab Act No. EIII of 1953, ,set. 4. 
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30. Decision by courts on certain claims in certain circumstances.--At any 
time after the commencement of this Act l[or, in the case of the extended terri- 
tories, after the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may be,] in 
any suit or proceeding instituted in any civil or revenue court- 

(i) If any claim is made that any right, title or interest in any property 
belongs to  a Notified Slkh Curdwara and the court finds that 
such claim might have been made in a list forwarded to the 
2[State Govermnent] under the provisions of sub-section (I) of 
section 3 or of sub-section (2 )  of section 7 and that no such 
claim was duly made within time, the court shall decide such 
claim against the gurdwara on behalf of which the claim is 
made : 

Provided that the court nccd not so decide, if it is satisfied that the failure 
to make the claim was owing to the fact that no person who for- 
warded or joined in forwarding a list had knowledge of the exist- 
ence of the right, title or interest that might have been so claimed 
and that no such person could, by the exercise of reasonable 
diligence, have come to know of the existence of such right, 
title or interest ; 

(ii) if any right is claimed for any person in connection with a notified 
Sikh Gurdwara and the court finds that the right might have 
been made the subject of a claim in a petition forwarded to the 
3[State] Government under the provisions of sections 5 , 6 ,  10 or 
11 or presented. to a tribunal under the provisions of sect~ons 
19, 20, 21 or 27 and tha,t no such claim was duly made within 
time, the court shall dcci~fe the claim against the person claim- 
ing the right : 

Provided that In the cage of a claim that might have been made 
under the prov~sions of secil~ln 5 or section 10 the court need 
not so decide if ~t 1s satlrfied that the failure to ~nnke the cla~m 
was owlng to the fact that the person who might havc made the 
claim either had no knowledge of the existence of the r~ght ,  
title o; interest that he might have so claimed or had no k ~ l o w -  
lcdgr of thr fact that the r~ght ,  title or Interest had been included 
in a !;st publ~shed undcr the provlslons of sub-sect~on (2) of 
scctlon 3 or of sub-scctron (3) of section 7 and could not, by 
the excrclse of reaconable dll~gence, have come to know of the 
existence of such rrght, title or interesi, or of tlic fact t h t  such 
right, trtle or interest, v:as so included : 

1. Ins. by Punjab Act No. I of 1?59. sec. 19. 
2.  Subs. for the exprawsion "Ceni~ai Government" (which was subs. fur'i'Stnte Govory- 

ment" bv A.O. 1968) by A.O. 1973. ?he word "State" v as SUPS. for ~ro\lnclal' '  94 
~ d a ~ t a t i o n  of Laws 0;dcr, 1950. 

3. Subs. for the word ''Pro\i~lci:rl" by Adaptation of Laws Order. 1950. 



Provided further that in the case of a claim by a past or present office- 
holder or any person deriving title subsequent to the first day 
of January, 1920, from such office-holder , minority or insanity 
shall not, by itself, be deemed a valid reason for not having 
such knowledge. 

31. Courts not to continue certain proceedings pending decision as to 
whether a place is or is not a Sikh Gurdwar:+.-(I) No court shall continue 
any proceedings in so far as mch proceedings involve any claim relating 
to a gurdwara specified in schedule 1 or in regard to which a notification 
has been published under the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 3, if such 
claim could have been made ir: a petition forwarded to the I[State] Government 
under the provisions of section 5 or 6, or presented to a tribunal under the 
provisions of sections 19,20,21 or 27, and was not so made, unless and until 
such gurdwara is deemed to be excluded fsom specification in schedule I under 
the provisions of section 4. 

(2) No court shall continue any proceedings in so far as such proceedings 
involve any claim relating to a gurdwara in regard to which a notification 
has been published under the provisions of sub-section (3) of section '7, which 
could have been made in a petition forwarded to the l[State] Government under 
the provisions of section 10 or 11 or presented to a tribunal under the provisions 
of sections 19, 20, 21 or 27, and was not so niade, unless and until it has been 
decided under the provisions of section 16 that such gurdwara should not be 
declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara. 

32. Transfer of suits pending in court (l).-Where in any suit or pro2eeding 
pending at the commencement of this Act or instituted after its commence- 
ment, in a civil or revenue court, it has become or becomes necessary to decide 
any claim in connection with a Notified Sikh Gurdwara which the court finds 
might be made under the provisions of sections 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 19,20, 21 or 
27, within the time prescribed therein, the court shall frame an issue in respect 
of such claim and shall forward the record of the suit or proceeding to a tribunal. 

( 2 )  On receiving a record forwarded to it under the provisions of sub- 
section ( I )  the tribunal shall proceed to hear and determine the issue and record 
its decision in the form of an order and shall return the record with a copy of 
its decision to the court and the court shall proceed to determine the suit or pro- 
ceeding in accoraance with such decision subject to the provisions of section 
34. 

33. Disputes relating to rights of office-holder after a year from rom- 
mencement of Act.-When any place has been declared by notification under 
the provisions of this Act to be a Sikh Gurdwara, the right of any office-holder 
thereof who holds office on the date of the publication of such notification to 
cantinue to hold his office shall be ,,decided in accordance with the provi- 
sions of Part 111. 

1 .  Subs. for the word "Provfncial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 
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34. Appeal against orders of a tribunal.--(1) Any party aggrieved by a 
final order passed by tribunal determining any matter decided by it under the 
provisions of this Act may, within ninety days of the date of such order, appeal 
to the High Court. 

(2) No appeal or application for revision shall lie against an order of a 
tribunal except as provided for in sub-section (1). 

(3) An appeal preferred under the provisions of this section shall be 
heard by a Divisional Court of the High Court. 

35. Court fees.-Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act to 
the contrary, the court fee, payable on documents of the description specified in 
the second column of schedule I11 shall be the fee specified in each case in the 
third column of that schedule and shall be paid in such manner as may be pres- 
cribed. 

36. No court to take cognizance of manner in which the State Govern- 
ment or tribunal exercises its power under the Act.-No suit shall lie in any 
Court to question any thing purporting to be done by the listate] Government 
or, by a tribunal, in exercise of any powers vested in it by or under this Act, 

37. Courts not to pass an order or grant or execute a decree inconsistent 
with decision of a tribunal.--Except as provided in this Act no court shall 
pass any order or grant any decree or execute wholly or partly, any order or 
decree, if the effect of such order, decree or execution would be inconsistent a- 
with any decision of a tribunal, or any order passed on appeal there from, 
under the provisions of this Part. 

PART I1 

CHAPTER IV 

Application of Provisions of Part III to Gurdwaras Found to be Sikh 
Gurdwaras by Coarts other than a Tribunal under the 

Provisions of the Act. 

38. Recourse to ordinary courts i;ra cases where action has not been taken 
under Part I with a view to application of provisions sf Bart PHI to a gerdwara.-(I) 
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other Act or enact- 
ment in force any two or more persons having interest in any gurdwara in res- 
pect of which no notification declaring the gurdwara to be Sikh Gurdwara has 
been published under the provisions of this Act, may, after the expiry of one 
year from the commencement of this Act Z[or, in the case of the extended terri- 
tories, from the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may be,] or of 

1. Substituted for the word "~rovincial" by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

2. Inserted by Punjab Act No. 1 af 1959, Section 18. 



such further period as the l[Statel Government may have fixed under the provi- 
sion of sub-section ( I )  of section 7, and after having obtained the consent of 
the Deputy Commissioner of the district in which such gurdwara is situated, 
institute a suit, whether contentious or not, in the principal court of original 
jurisdiction or in any other court empowered in that behalf by the l[State] 
Government within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the gurdwara is 
situated, praying for any of the reliefs specified in section 92 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1908, and may in such suit pray that the provisions of Part ZII 
may be applied to such gurdwara. 

(2) The court in which a suit is instituted under the provisions of sub- 
section ( I )  shall decide whether the gurdwara is or is not a gurdwara as described 
in sub-section (2) of section 16, and if the court decides that it is such a gurdwara 
and is also of opinion that, having regard to all the circumstances, the gurdwara 
is one to the management of which the provisions of Part I11 should be applied, 
the court shall by public advertisement and in such other manner as it may in 
each case direct, call upon any person having interest ' in the gurdwara to 
appear and show cause why the provisions sf Bart 111 should not be so applied 
and shall in its order fix a date not less than one month from the date of the 
order on which any person appeasing shall be heard. 

(3) Upon the date fixed under the provisions of sub-section (2) or on 
any subsequent date to which the,hearicg may be adjourned, the court shall 
proceed to hear the person or persons, if any, appearing, and if the court is 
satisfied that the provisions of Part III can be applied to the management of 
the gurdwara without prejudice to any existing order or decree relating to the 
gurdwara and conferring on any person or deciaring any person to be entitled 
to any right, in respeGt of the administration or management thereof, the court 
shall pass a decree that the said provisions shall apply to the management of 
the Gurdwara. 

(4) Upon such decree being passed and subject to any order that may be 
passed on appeal against or in revision of the decree the provisions of Part IIH 
shall apply to such gurdwara as if it had been declared by notification under the 
provisions of this Act to be a Sikh Gurdwara. 

(5) When under the provisions of sub-section (3) the provisions of Part III 
have by decree been applied to the management of a gurdwara any hereditary 
office-holder of such gurdwara who within twelve months after the date of the 
decree has resigned office or been removed from office otherwise than in 
accordance with the provisions of section 134 or under the provisions of section 
142 or a presumptive successor of such office-holder, may within ninety days 
from the date of the resignation or removal, as the case may be, of such office- 
holder, present a petition to the Court which passed the decree claiming to be 
awarded compensation on the ground that he has suffered or will suffer pecuniary 

1. Substituted for the word "Provincial" by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 
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loss owing to a change in the management of such gurdwara, and the court may, 
notwithstanding the fact that such office-holder has voluntarily resigned, pass a 
decree awarding him compensation as if such office-holder had been unlawfully 
~emoved from his office. 

(6) The provisions of sections 22, 23, 24 and 25 shall, so far as may be, 
apply to proceedings under the grovisiona of sub-section (3) and to proceedings 
arising therefrom, as if the court was a tribunal. 

PART I11 

CHAPTER V 

Control of Sikh Gurdwaras 

89. Suits for Relief claimable by application under this Part barred.- 
Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act to the contrary, no suit shall 
be instituted or continued in any court, claiming any relief in respect of the 
management or administration of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara if such relief 
might be or might have been claimed in an application made under the provisions 
of this Part 

40. Board, committees and commission to be constituted for the purposes of 
this Act.-For the purposes of this Act there shall be constituted a Board and 
for every Notified Sikh Gurdwara a committee of management, I[* * * *] 
and there shall also be constituted from time to time a Judicial Commission in 
the manner hereinafter provided. 

41. Control of Sikh Gurdwaras.-The management of every Notified 
Sikh Gurdwara shall be administered by the committee * * * 1 
constituted thereof, the Board and the Commission in accordance with the provision 
of this Part. 

42. Name of Board.-(1) The Board shall be known by such name 
as may be decided upon at a general meeting of the first Board constituted under 
the provisions of this,Act, provided that not less than threefifths of the members 
present at the meeting have voted in favour of the name selected, and that 
such name has been approved by the 3[State Government]. 

(2) If the Board fails to select a name in accordance with the provisions 
of sub-section(1) or the name selected is not approved by the 8[State Government] 
the Board shall be designated the Central Board. 

1 Tha words "or a local committm" inserted by Punjab Act XI of 1944, section 4 and omftted 
by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953, Wctlon 5.  

2. The' words "or alocal committee" inserted by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, section 5, 
and omitted by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953 ; section 6. 

3. Subs. for the word "Provincial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 



(3) The Board shall by such name be a body corporate and shall have 
a perpetual succession and a common seal and shall by such name sue and be 
sued. 

1[43. Composition and constitution of the Board.-(I) The Board shall 
consist of- 

( i )  one hundred and thirty-two elected members ; 

(ii) the head ministers of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, and the fol- 
lowing four Takhats, namely,- 

The Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, Amritsar, the Sri Takhat Keshgarh 
Sahib, Anandpur, the Sri Takhat Patna Sahib, Patna, and 
the Sri Takhat Hazur Sahib, Hyderabad Deccan. 

(iii) Twenty-five members resident in India of whom at least twelve 
shall be residents of PEPSU, at least nine of other parts of 
India than Punjab and PEPSU and not more than four of 
Punjab, co-opted by the members of the Board as described in 
clauses ( i )  and (ii). 

(2) The State Government shall, as soon as may be, call a meeti ng 
of the members of the Board described in clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-section ( I )  
for the purpose of co-opting the members described in clause (iii) of that sub-sec- 
tion and after the members have been co-opted, the State Government shall notify 
the fact of the Board having been duly constituted and the date of the publication 
of the notification shall be deemed to be the date of the costitution of the Board]. 

e43-A. Constitution of new Board (I).-Whenever a new Board within the 
meaning of section 51 is constituted, it shall consist of - 

(i) one hundred and forty elected members ; 

(ii) the Head Ministers of the Darbar Sahib Amritsar, and the 
following four Takhats namely :- 

the Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, Amritsar, 

the Sri Takhat Keshgarh Sahib, Anandpur, 

the Sri Takhat Patna Sahib, Patna, and 

the Sri Takhat Hazur Sahib, Nanded ; and 

(iji) fifteen members resident in India, of whom not mare than five 
shall be residents of Punjab, co-opted by the members of the 
Board as described in clauses (i) and ( i i ) .  

1.  Subs. by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, see. 2. 

2. Ins. by Punjab Act 'No. 1 of 1959. SC. 19. - 
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(2) The State Government shall, as soon as may be, call a meeting of the 
members of the Board described in clauses(i) and (ii) of sub-section (I) for the 
purpose of co-opting the members described in clause (iii) of that sub-section, 
and after the members have been co-opted, the State Government shall notify 
the fact of the Board having been duly constituted and the date of the publication 
of the notification shall be deemed to be the date of the constitution of the 
Board.]. 

l[44. Constituencies Jlor election of members ofJBoard.-2(1) The elected members 
of the Board shall be returned from such constituencies as may be prescribed after 
consdtation with the Board, and except as provided in sub-section (2) each 
constituency shall return a single member]. 

5[(2) The State Government shall from time t o  time, and after such 
consultation with the Board as it considers proper, select fifteen constituencies 
specified in Schedule IV and the coa-rstituencies so selected shall be plural 
constituencies ; each returning two members of whom one shall bc a Sikh 
belonging to any of the Scheduled Castes notified as such under Article 341 
of the Constitution of India and the other shall be a Sikh who does not belong 
to any of those Scheduled Castes .] 

45. Q~~alificl~tiel~s sf elected members-(1) A person shall not bc eligible 
for election as a member of the Board if such person - 

(i) is of unsound mind; 

jii) is an undisclmarged insolvent ; 

(iik) is 2 patit ; 

(iv) is a minister of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara,'other than the head 
minister of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, or of one of the four 
Sikh Takhats specified in clause (ii) of sub-section (1) of section 
43; 

( v )  is a pa.id servaizt of any Notified Sikh Gurdwara, or of the 
Board other than a member of the executive committee of the 
Board ; 

4[(vij being a Meskadliaui Sikh is not a amvitdhavi ; 

( v i i )  takes alcoholic drinks. ; 

1 .  Subs. for the old aectloil by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 7. 

2. Subs. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, set. 20:a). 

3 .  Subs.byPunjabAclNo.XE~of1953,sec.3. 

4. Added by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 8. 



l[(viii) not being a blind person cannot read and write Gurmukhi. 

Explanation.-For purposes of clause ( v i i i )  a person shall be deemed 
to be able to  - 

(a) read GiLrmukhi if he is able to  recite Shri Guru Granth Sahib 
in Gurmukhi ; and 

(b) write Gurmukhi ~f he fills his nomination paper for election to  
the Board in Gurmukhi in his own handwriting. If any question 
arises whether a candidate is or is not able to  read and write 
Gurmukhi the question shall be decided in such nlanner as may 
be prescribed.] 

(2) No person shall bc eligible for election as a member of the Board if 
he is not registered on the electoral roll of any constituency 2[*  * " * "1 

" ( 2 4  No person shall be eligible for election to  the Board if he is less 
than twenty five years of age.] 

(3) Notwtithstanding anything col~tained in sub-section (1) no person 
shall be prevented from standing as a candidate for election as a member af the 
Board on the ground that he is pat i t ,  but if a person elected is thereafter found 
under the provisions of section 84 to be a patit his election shall be void. 

46. Qualifications of nominated members.--A person shall not be 
"* * * ] or co-opted to be a member of the Board if he - 

(i) is less than 5(twenty-five) years old ; 

( i i )  is not a Sikh ; 

(iii) is of unsound mind; 

( i v )  is an undischarged insolvent ; 

( v )  is  a pd t i t  ; 

(ri) is minister of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara orher than the head 
minister of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, or of any of the four 
Sikh Takhats specified in clcuse (ii) of sub-section ( I )  of section 
43; 

- \---P------------ - 
1 .  Subs. by Panj,~b Act No 1 of 1959, section &1(1). 

2. The worda "specified In Schedule PV" oiliitted by Pulljab Act No. 1 of 1959, section. 
21(2). 

3. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 19.59 sec. 21(3). 

4.  Omitted by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, section 4.  

5. Subs. for the words "twenty-one" by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 22(a). 
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(vi i )  is paid servant of any Notified Sikh Gurdwara of the Board, 
other than a member of the executive committee of the Board; 

l[(vii i)  being a Keshadlzari Sikh is not a amvitdhari ; 

( ix )  takes alcoholic drinks ; 

a[(x) not being a blind person cannot read and write Gurmukhi. 

Explanation.- or purposes of clause ( x )  a person shall be derrned 
to be able to - 

(a) read Gurmulthi if he is able to recite Shri Guru Granth Sahib 
in Gurmukhi ; and 

(b) write Gurmukhi if he is able to communicate his consent to be- 
came a member in Gurmukhi, in his own handwriting. 
If any question arises whether a candidate is or is not able 
to read or write Gurmukhi the question shall be decided in 
such manner as may be prescribed.] 

47. Date of Board election.-Elections of members of the Board under 
the provisions of this Act shall be held an dates to be fixed by the 3[Statel 
Government. 

48. Electoral roll.-An electoral roll shall be prepared in such manner 
as may be prescribed for every constituency, on which shall be entered the names 
of all persons entitled to be registered as voters in that constituency. 

4[49. Qualifications of electors.--Every person shall be entitled to have 
his name registered on the electoral roll of a constituency constituted for the 
election of a member or members of the Board who is a resident in that constitu- 
ency and ** 5 5 * *  

( i )  ** 6 + J r +  

( i i )  is a Sikh more than twenty-one years of age, who has had his name 
registered as a voter in such manner as may be prescribed. 

Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who- 

(a) trims or shaves his beard or keshds except in case of sehjdhdri 
Sikhs ; 

--- -- 
I .  Added by Panjab Act NO. XI of 1944, sec. 9. 

2.  Subs. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959 sec. 22(b). 

3.  Subs. for the word ''Provincial" by Adaptation of Laws Ordcr, 1950. 

4.  Subs. for tho old section by Punjab Act N o .  XI of 1944, sec. 10. 

5 .  The word "oithec" omittcd by Adaptation of L a w s  (Thlrd Amendment) Order of 1950. 
4 

6. Clause (i) omitted by Adaptation of Laws (Third Amedment) Ordcr of 1950, 



(b) smokes; 

(c) takes alcoholic drinks.] 

50. Right to vote.-(1) Every person registered on the electoral roll for 
the time being in force for any constituency for the election of a member or 
members of the Board shall be entitled while so registered to vote at an election 
of a member or members for that constituency, provided that no person shall 
be entitled to vote at an election in more than one constituency. 

1[(2) In any plural constituency as provided by section 44, the right of 
voting shall be exercisable in the following manner, that is to say, a vote may 
be cast for each of the two candidates of whom one shall be a Sikh belonging to 
any of the Scheduled Castes referred to in sub-section (2) of section 44 and the 
other shall be a Sikh who does not belong to any of those Scheduled Castes.] 

51. Term of membership.-The members of the Board shall hold office 
for 2[five] years from the date of its constitution or until the constitution of a 
new Board, whichever is later. 

52. Effect of subsequent disability to serve as member of B~ard.-~[(l) If any 
person having been elected 4[* * "1 or '[co-opted] a member of the Board sub- 
sequently becomes 6[or is found to be by the Board] subject to any of the disabili- 
ties stated in seetion 45 or section 46. as the case may be, he shall cease to 'be 
a member thereof. 

7[(2) Any person aggrieved by the finding of the Board mentioned in 
sub-section (1) of this section may, within a month of the date of his knowledge 
of such finding, appeal to the Commission for setting aside the said finding and 
the order of the Commission passed in this respect shall be final: 

Provided that the person against whom any such finding is given by the 
Board shall not cease to be a member of the Board until the order of the 
&mmission in appeal, or, if no appeal is preferred, until the time allowed for 
p~eferring an appeal has passed.] 

1 .  Subs. by Punjab Act No. XLPV of 1953, a~ 5 .  The old sub-section (2) was 
added by Panjab Act XI of 1944, section 11 and swtlon 50, renumbered as sub-section (1) by 
ibid. 

2. Subs. for the word "three" by Punjab Act No.  XI of 1944, sec. 12. 

3 .  Subs. for the old section 52 by Punjab Act NO. I11 of 1930, sec. 5 .  

4 .  Omitted by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, sec 6 .  

5. Ins. by Pu njab Act No.  XI of 1944, sec. 13(i). 

6 .  Ins. by East Punjab Act NO. X XXII of 1949, Sec. 2. 

7. Added by Puqjab Act No. XLII of 1953, sec. 2(a). 



l[(3) If any person having been elected 2[* * *] '<[or co-opted] a member 
of the Board absents himself from three consecutive general meetings of the 
Board, his name may be removed from membership by the Board, provided that, 
if he applies to the Board within one month of the removal of his name to be 
restored to membership, the Board may, at. the meeting next following the date of 
the receipt of such application, restore him to office, provided further that no 
member shall be restored more than three times.] 

453. Vacancy in Board, how to be filled.-When a vacancy occurs in the 
Board owing to the death or resignation of a member or for any other reason, 
a new member shall be elected, 8[*  * "1 or co-opted, as the case may be, in the 
manner in which the member whose seat is to be filled was elected or co-opted. 

54. First meeting of.tAe Board.-The first general meeting of the Board 
shall be held at a time not later than one month after the 6[State] Government 
has notified that it has been constituted, and notice thereof shall be given by 
notification by the O[State] Government. 

55. Annual general meeting.-An annual general meeting of the Board 
shall be held in every year. 

56. Notice of meeting.-Meetings of the Board other than the first 
meeting shall be called by twenty days' notice in writing served on every member 
of the Board in such manner as may be prescribed by bye-laws made by the 
Board. 

57. Power of members to call meeting.-Any ten or more members may 
by application in writing made to the President demand that a general meeting 
of the Board be held, and if, notwithstanding such demand, notice of a meeting 
is not given within fifteen days of the date on which the application was received 
by the President, the applicants may themselves call a meeting to be held at the 
office of the Board by ten days' notice served in the manner described in section 
56. 

58. Office of Board.--The Board shall have an office in Amritsar for 
the transaction of business, to which, all communications and notices to the 
Board may be addressed. 

59. Quorum of Board in general meeting.-The powers vested by this 
Act in the Board in general meeting shall not be exercised except by the Board 
at  a meeting at which thirty-one or more members are present. 

1. Tho old sub-section (2) renumbered as sub-section (3) by section 2(b) of Punjab 
Act No. XLII of 1953. 

2. Omittod by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, sec, 6. 
3. Ins. by Punjsb Act No. XI of 1944,sec. 13(1). 
4. See Punjab Act No. XXV of 1953 whlcb provides for the filling of vacancies in the 

shiromani Gurdwara .Parbandhak Co~irnlttee constituted in exercise of powers conferred by * 
Article 9(2) of the I n d ~ a  (Adaptation of Existing Indian Laws) Order, 1947. 

5. The words "nominated" and "or nominated" omitted by Punjab Act NO. XLN of 
1953, sec. 7. 

6. Subs. for the word "Provincial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 



'[60. Chairman at meetings of the Board.-The President shall be the Chair- 
man at the meetings of the Board and of the Executive Committee, and if the 
President is absent, the Senior Vice-President shall be Chairman. If the President 
and the Senior Vice-President are both absent, the Junior Vice-President shall 
be Chairman, and if neither the President nor any Vice-President is present, the 
members present shall elect one of themselves to be Chairman for the purposes 
of the meeting.] 

61. Decision of questions before Board.-Except as otherwise provided 
by this Act or prescribed all questions which come before the Board or its execu- 
tive committee shall be decided by a majority of the votes of the members 
present, and in the case of an equality of votes the chairman shall have a second 
or casting vote: 

2[Provided that no member of the Board referred in to in clause (ii) of 
sub-section (1 )  of section 43 or of section 43-A shall be entitled to vote on any 
matter falling under sections 62 and 63.1 

5[62. Office-bearers and executive committeeof Board.-(1) The Board 
shall at its first general meeting elect by a ballot one of its rneinbers to be Presi- 
dent 4[two others to be Vice-Presidents (one Senior and one Junior) and another 
to be General Secretary of the Board] to be known as office-bearers of the Board, 
and shall also at the same meeting in like manner elect not less than five and 
not more eleven of its members, as the Board may deem fit, to be members of 
the executive committee of the Board, and the office-bearers and members so 
elected shall be the executive committee of the Board. 

(2) If the President is not elected in the first general meeting, the State 
Government shall call another general meeting for the election of the 
office-bearers and members of the Executive Committee not later than one 
month after the date of the previous meeting, by a notice published in the official 
Gazette in this behalf. If, however, the President has been elected but 
one or more of the other office-bearers or other members of the Executive 
Committee have not been elected in the first general meeting, the President 
shall call another meeting for the election of the remaining ofice-bearers and 
members of the Executive Committee, not later than one month from the 
date of the previous meeting, in accordance with section 56.1 

1' Subs. by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953, sec. 7. 

2. Added by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 23. 

3. Section 62 renumbered as sub-section (1) and sub-section (2) added by Punjab Act 
No. LIII of 1953, sec. 8. 

4. Subs. for the words "and another to be Vice-President of the Board" by Punjab 
Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 14. 
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63. Annual election of executive committee.-(1) Subsequent to the 

constitution of an executive committee under the provisions of section 62 
an executive committee similar to  the one described in that section shall be 
elected by ballot at each annual general meeting of the Board l[if the Board 
so desires] ; the 2[office-bearers] and other members of the executive committee 
elected at the first meeting of the Board shall hold office until a 
new executive committee has been elected at the first annual general meeting t 

of the Board, and the members elected at an annual generai meeting shall 
hold office until a new executive committee has been duly elected at the next 
following annual general meeting : 

3[Provided that, if at  any time after the consitution of any executive 
committee under section 62 or this section and before the expiry of its term 
mentioned above, the Board in a general meeting expresses no confidence in 
it, the office-bearers and the other members of the said executive committee 
shall at once cease to hold office and new office-bearers and executive 
committee shall be elected in the said meeting of the Board for the remaining 
term of the outgoing executive committee : 

Provided further, that the non-confidence motion shall not be discussed 
in the general meeting of the Board before the expiry of three months after 
the constitution of any executive committee.] 

(2) Nothing contained in sub-section (I)  shall prevent the re-election 
of any outgoing member of an executive committee. 

4[(3) If the office-holders and the other members of the executive committee 
cease to  hold office under provisos to sub-section (1) of this section, the 
Chairman of the meeting for the conduct of the election of the new President 
shall be elected out of the members present in the said meeting and the new 
President so elected shall act as the Chairman for the further proceedings of 
the meeting. 

(4) Procedure regarding notice of no-confidence motion specified in 
sub-section (1) will be in the manner prescribed by the Rules made by the 
Government.] 

64. Powers of executive committee of Board.-The executive committee 
of the Board shall exercise on behalf of the Board all powers conferred on 
the Board by the provisions of this Act which are not expressly reserved to 
be exercised by the Board in general meeting. '[But the Executive Committee 
may, if it so decides by a majority of three-fourth of its members present in 
the meeting, delegate any of its powers to a Sub-committee consisting of one or  
more of its members.] 

1. Ins. by Punjab Act. NO. XI of 1944, Sec. 15 (a). 
2.  Subs. for the words ''office-holders" by Punjab Act NO. XI of 1944, sec. 15(b). 
3. Provisos added by Punjab Act No. XXVI of 1953, sec. 2 (a). 
4. New sub-sections (3) and (4) added by Punjab Act No. XXVI of 1953, set. 

2(b). il' 
5 .  Added by Punjab Act No, 1 of 1959, sec. 24, 
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65. Vacancy in executive committee, how to be filled.-If a vacancy 
occurs in the executive committee, the remaining members of the executive 
committee may, if the vacancy is that of an office-bearer, appoint one of 
themselves or if the vacancy is that of any member other than an office-bearer, 
nominate any member of the Board temporarily to fill the vacancy until the next 
following general meeting of the Board, and tlrz Board shall a t  such meeting 
elect a member of the Board to fill the vacany. 

66. Member of a committee of management not to be member of executive 
committee of Board.-A member of a committee of management shall not be 
eligible for election as member of the executive committee, and if any member 
of the executive committee at any time becomes a member of a committee of 
management he shall forth with cease to be a member of the executive committee. 

67. Resignation of member of executive eommittee or of Board.-A 
member of the executive committee l[or, of the Board] may resign the office 
by giving notice to the President, and an office-bearer may resign his office 
by giving notice to the executive committee and such resignation shall have 
effect from the date on which the resignation was accepted by the President or 
executive committee, as the case may be. 

68. Ren~uneration of members of executive committee.-Any member 
of the executive committee may receive out of the fund of the Board such 
salary or other remuneration as may from time to time be fixed by the Board 
in general meeting. 

69. Servants of the Board ; their appointment and punishment.-The 
executive co~lllnittee of the Board may appoint 'such servants as it may deem 
to be necessary for the due performance by itself of its duties, and nlay from 
time to time determine the number, designations, grades and scales of salary, 
or other remuneration of such servants, and may at "any time fine, reduce, 
suspend, or remove any servant. 

CHAPTER VII 

70. The Judicial Commission.-(1) The Judicial Commission shall 
consist of three members who shall be Sikhs appointed from time to time as 
may be necessary by the 2[State] Government. 

1. Ins. by Punjab Act NO. XI of 1944, sec. 16. 

2. Subs. for the word ''Provincial'' by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 
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( 2 )  N o  person shall be appointed to be a member of the Commission 
unless he- 

(i) is, or, a t  the time of his retirement or resignation from *[the service 
of the 2[Government]], was a District Judge or a Subordinate 
Judge of the first class or of not less than ten years' standing 
or 3[a Munsif of the 1st class or of not less than ten years' 
standing, or] 

(ii) is a Barrister of not less than ten years' standing, or 

(iii) is a person who has been a pleader of any High Court 4[or any 
Court which is a High Court within the meaning of clause (24) 
of section 3 of the General Clauses Act, 18971 for an aggregate 
period o i  not less than ten years. 

(3) Two of the members of the Commission shall be selected by the 
'[State] Gove~nment out of a list of qualified persons prepared and maintained 
as described in section 71. 

71. Appointment of members of the Commission.-(1) For the purpose 
of the appointment of mcmbers of the Commission the Board shall, as soon as 
may be, after its constitution submit a list of the names of seven persons nomina- 
ted by the Board, and the j[Statc] Government, shall after being satisfied that 
the persons are qualified as required by section 70 record the list: provided 
that if the Board fails to submit a list within ninety days from the constitution 
of the Board the 5[State] Government may itself complete a list of qualified 
persons. 

( 2 )  A person whose name is on the list described in sub-section ( I )  shall 
be entitled to have his name retained thereon for two years after his nomination 
has been recorded, provided that the j[State] Government may at any time remove 
his name, if it is satisfied upon a report made by the Board and any enquiries 
it may see fit to make, that he is incapable of acting as a member of the 
Commission. 

1 .  Subs, for tile words "Government Service" by Government of India (Adaptation of 
Indian Laws) Order, 1937. 

2.  Subs. for the word "Crown" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950, 

3. Added by Purljab Aet No. I11 of 1930, sec. 6 .  

4. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI11 of 1926, sec. 2. This amendment has been given 
retrospective effect by Punjab Act No. XI11 of 1926, sec. 3 .  

5. Subs, for the word "Provincial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1993. 



(3) If any person whose name is on the list dies, or applies to the Board 
to have his name removed therefrom, the Board shall inform the l[State] 
Government and his name shall be removed from the list. 

(4) The I[State] Government shall*on request being made to it for this 
purpose by the Board remove from the list the name of any person whose 
name has been on the list for more than three years, provided that the name of 
any person shall not be so removed while such person is a member of the Com- 
mission. 

(5)  When a name has been removed from the list the Board shall nomi- 
nate a qualified person for the purpose of filling the vacancy, and the l[State] 
Government shall after being satisfied that such person is qualified, place his 
name upon the list. 

(6) If the Board fails to nominate a person to fill. a vacancy as required 
by sub-section (5 )  of the l[State] Government may after giving one month's 
notice of its intention to the Board place the name of any qualified person on 
list to fill the vacancy. 

72. Member of the Board or of a committee to resign if appointed a 
member of Commission.-If any person who is a member of the Board or of a 
committee or of both is appointed to be a member of the Commission and accepts 
the appointment he shall forthwith cease to be a inember of the Board or com- 
mittee, or of both, as the case may be. 

73. Remuneration of members of the Commissioa,-The members of the 
Commission, while they continue as such, shall receive such remuneration 2[or 
daily allowance and travelling expenses] as may be fixed from time to time by 
the =[State] Government "[with consultation of the Board] and shall be deemed 
to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

74. Officers and servants of the Commission.-The l[State] Government 
may from time to time appoint such officers and servants as it may deem to be 
necessary for the due performance of its duties by the Commissionl and the 
officers and servants so appointed shall, while they continue as such, be deemed 
to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

- -- - - - . - - - - - --- -- A 

I .  Subs. for the word "Prov~nc~al" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

2. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 17 (i). 

3. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, S C ~ .  17(11). 



75. Expenses to be shared by Government and Board.-(1) "The net] ex- 
penses arising 2[oi~ and from the 1st day of November, 19661, from the appoint- 
ment of the Commission including the remuneration of its members, officers 
and servants shall be defrayed by the 3[Government of Punjab] and the Board, 
the 3[Government of Punjab] paying one-third of the whole, provided that the T 

remuneration of the members, officers and servants shall be paid wholly in the 
first instance by the 3[Government of Punjab] and the portion thereof payable 
by the Board shall be recovered from the Board after the close of each financial 
year. 

"(1-A) The one-third share of the expenses referred to in sub-section (1) 
met by the Government of Punjab from to time to time after the 1st day of 
November, 1966, shall be allocated between the States of Punjab, Haryana and 
the Union territories of Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh in the ratio of 131 : 
8:l:l  and the Government of Haryana and the Administrators of Himachal 
Pradesh and Chandigarh shall at the end of each financial year pay to the Govern- 
ment of Punjab the amount so allocated respectively to the State of Haryana, the 
Union Territory of Himachal Pradesh and the Union Territory of Chandigarh.] 

(2) Any sum due to the 3[Government of Punjab] under the provisions of 
sub-section (I), shall, if not recovered within three months after a demand has 
been made, be recoverable as if it were an arrear of land revenue. 

76. Jurisdiction and procedure of Commission.-(1) The Commission 
shall for the purpose of deciding any matter which it is empowered to decide 
under the provisions of this Act have the same powers as are vested in a court 
by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and shall have jurisdiction unlimited as 
regards value throughout Punjab, and shall have no jurisdiction over any 
proceedings other than is expressly vested in it by this Act. 

(2) A decree or order of the Commission shall be executed or otherwise 
given effect to by the District court of the district in which the gurdwara in connec- 
tion with which the decree or order was passed is situated, or by the District 
Court to which the Commission directs that any decree or order shall be sent 
for this purpose, as if the decree or order had been a decree or order passed by 
such court. 

(3). The proceedings of the Commission shall, so far as may be 
and subject to the provisions of this Act, be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and, save as otherwise provided 
by this Act, all orders of the Commision shall be final. 

-- -- - - -- - -- -- - - -- - -- - . - - - - 
1. Subs. for the word "All" by Punjab Act No.  I of 1941, sec. 2 .  

2. Ins, by Goverrlnlellt of India Ministry of Home Affairs, S.O.  465, dated the 3rd 
February, 1969, published in Gaz, of India, Extra., Pt. I, Sec. 3(ii), dated the 3rd 
February, 1969. 'T 

3. Subs. for the words "State Government" by ibid. 

4. Added by ibid. 



77. Court and office of Commission.-The Commission shall have its 
court and office at such place or places as the l[State Governn~ent] may f r ~ r n  
time to time fix. 

78. Vacancy in Commission.-If a vacancy occurs in the Commission it 
shall be filled by the appointment by the l[State Government] of some other 
qualified person in the same manner as that in which the person whose seat 
is to be filled was appointed. 

79. Removal of member of Commission.-The l[Srate Government] may 
remove any member of the Commission- 

( i )  if he refuses to act or becomes in the c pinion of the '[State Govern- 
ment] incapable of acting or unfit to act as a member, or 

( j i )  if he has absented himself from more than three consecutive maet- 
ings of the Commission, or 

( i i i )  if it is satisfied after such enquiry as it may deem necessary that he 
has flagrantly abused his position as a member, 2[or]. 

3 [ ( i v )  if he has served as a member for more than twa years.] 

80. Election of president of Commission.-(1) The members of the 
Commission shall elect one of themselves to be president of tbe Commission. 

(2) If the members of the Commission are unable within ten days of the 
constitution of the Commission to elect a president by a majority of votes, a 
president may be appointed by the listate Government]. 

(3) No proceedings shall be taken by tile Commission unless at least 
two members are present and sitting together : provided that no.tices and sum- 
monses may be issued by the president or a member nominated by the president 
for this purpose, sitting alone. 

(4) If the president is not present the two members present shall decide 
which of them shall preside, and the member decided upon shall perform the 
duties of president. 

-- ---- 
1. Subs. for the word "Provincial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

2. The word "or" was first omitted by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, Sec. 18, but later 
on added by Punjab Act No. XI of 1954, Sec. 2. 

3. Add& by Punjab Act No. XI of 1954, Sec. 2. Previously clause ( i v )  was omitted by 
Punjab Act No, XI of 1944, Sec, 18. 
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81. Settlement of difference of opinion in Commission.-In case of differ- 
ence of opinion between the members of the Commission the opinion of the 
majority shall prevail: provicled that, if only two members are present of whom 
one is the presidont and if they are not in agreement, the opinion of the president 
shall prevail ; and if the president is not present, and the two remaining members 
are not agteed, the question in dispute shall be kept pending until the 
next meeting af the Commission a t  which the president is present, and tile 
opinion of the majority or of the president when only two members are present 
shall be deemed to be the opinion of the Csmmisssion. 

82. Costs in proceedings may be made payable out of income of Sikh 
Gurdwara.--Tne costs, charges and expenses of, and incidental to,any praceed- 
ings of the Commission shall be in the discretion of the Commission, and the 
Commission may in disposing of any proceedings direct that the whole or 
any part of such expenses shall be paid by any party to such proceedings 
o r  out of the property or income of the notified Sikh Gurdwara to which the 
proceedings relate. 

83. Dissolution of Commission.-The '[State Government] may at any 
time, when there is no proceeding pending before the Commission, dissolve 
the Cotnn~ission. 

84. Decision as to whether a person is or is not a patit.-If it is neces- 
sary to decide for the purposes of the constitution of the Board or a com- 
mittee, under the provisions of this Act, whether a person ha? or has not 
become a patit the question shall on applicatian being made thereto for 
this purpose be decided by the Commission. 

CHAPTER VIII 

COMMITTEES OF GURDWARAS 

2[85. 3 [ ( 1 )  The Board shall be the Committee of Management for 
the Gurdwaras known as- 

(i) The Sri Akal Takhat Sahib at Amritsar and Sri Takht Kesh- 
garh Sahib, Anandpur ; 

( i i )  The Darbar Sahib, Baba Atal Sahib and all other Notified 
Sikh Gurdwaras other than Sri Akal Takht Sahib situated 
within the Municipal boundaries of Amritsar ; 

(iii) Sri Darbar Sahib and all other Notified Sikh Gurdwaras 
within the limits of Municipal area of Tarn Taran ; 

1 .  Subs. for the word "Provincial" by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

2' Subs, for the old section by Punjab Act Na, XI of 1944, Sec. 19. 

3. Subs. by Punjab Act No, 1 of 1959, Sec. 25(a). 



( i v )  All the Notified Sikh Gurdwaras at A~sandprir and the Gur- 
dwaras connected therewith other than 1 he Sri Takhat Kesh- 
garh Sahib ; 

(1,) The Notified Sikh Gurdwaras at Muktsar ; 

( v i )  Gurdwara Dukhniwaran Sahib PadsBiahi Naunii a l m g  with 
Gurdwara Moti Bagh (including G ~ l l w a r a  Sudha Sarj, 
Khek Sahib, Patia'la ; 

( y i i )  Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib (Shahidi Asthan Baba Fateh 
Sir~gh Ji and Baba Jorawar Singh 53) along *,virh Gurdwarn 
Jotisasup, Burj Mala Gujil a i d  Shahid Gary s:l~:ax~i in 
Harnam Nagar ; 

( v i i i )  1[Gurdwara Padshahi Nzurni at Dhui~tan  along ~ i i h  Bx.:ga 
Dhamtanian 11:s: Rsllway St ;~ t i~ i l ,  Pallala ; ] 

( i x )  Gurdv~ara G ~ L S U  Teg Bahadt~r Snhib in Slnd wiL-I C ~ L ~ T J W L ~ T ~ ~ S  
Kharak Dllt~ra Pa:'ishahl Naumi rtlld Kharkzi. Psdsba'li 
Naumi in Tehsil Nlrvdana ; 

(x) Gurdwara Ber Sallrb (Pacishahi Pehli) at Suliaapnr Lad111 
along with C~rL+~v,~ras Hat Sahib, KoLilru S:a?~!b, Seh:a 
Sahib, Sant Chat .~nd Gur LI Ka Bagh ; 

(xi) Gurdwara (Padshahr Naumi and Dasml) Damdania Sahlb as 
?'alwandi Sabo along with Gurdwaras 21 * >k 1 TH'aItlzt Sl i  
Damdama Sahib, Jandsar and Bunga Kattuwala at Sabo 
Mi Talwandi, Gurdwara Sri Dan~daina Sahib Fmga  Mata 
Sahib Dewan Ji at Talwandi Sabo, Gurdwaza Sahib Padshah, 
Dasmi Takht Damdama Sahib, Bhai Bir Silzgiii Dhil Sinbit 
Mazhabi Singh WaIa at Talwandi Sabo, Gurdwaru Sahlh 
Takht Sri Darndama Sahib Malwai Burnga Padshahi D~ssilj 
at Talwandi Sabo, Sri Darndanla Sahib Malwni B:r:lgn 
Psdshahi Daslnr at Talwandi Sabo, Sxi Damdama Sahjb 
Bunga 1,ikhantsr Padshahi Dasmi, Sn Damdarna Sahib 
Gurdwara Sri Holcar Padshaki Dasmn, at Tdlwa~zid~ Sabir 
Ki ; 

(xii) Gurdwara Nanakiana Sahib Sangrur]. 

1 '  Subs. for the wo~ds "G~lrdwara Dhamtan Sahib" by Puj~jab Act No, 10 of 1954 
Sec. 2(a). 

2. The ward "Mastuana" omitted by Punjab Act No. 10 of 1953 ; Sec. Z(b). 
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(2) Thc Board shall, * * * 1 * * * prepare a schcmc 
for administration and management of the Gurdwaras descriked in sub- 
section ( I ) ,  their property, endowments, funds and income. Thereafter, 
this scheme may be modified or amended from rime lo t i ~ e  by a resolu~~on 
oftbe Board passed by a majority of two-thirds of the members present in the 
r ~ e e t i n g . ~  

86- Committees of Gurdwaras other than those specified in section 
75 , -  ( 1 )  For every Notified Sikh Gurdwara other than a gurdwara speci- 

in section 85 a co~n~lnittee shall bz constituted after i l  has been declared 
to be a Silch Gurdwara under the provisionv of this Act, or aftel the provlslonc, 
of Pd- T'wH have bzen spplicd to  it under the prsvis~ons of section 38, pro- 
.rid26 that tile 6[S:ate Government] may by not~fication direct that there shall 
be one co~?>nlit:ce far any two or more such gurdwaras specifiediathe noti- 
i i o i i t i ~ ) ~ ~  and may in like manner cancel or modify such notification, yrovi- 
(let! iulther that the 6[Slale Government] shall not issue, cancel or mod~fy 
any such no i;ication after the conslitulion of the first Board, except upon 
r e c o ~ ~ ~ ~ c n d a t i o n  bein.: made to it in this behalf by the Board. 

7 ( 2 )  N01with'~:dnding anything contained in sub-section (I), the 
Curdwaras at NarnaLll and Mahendragarh shall be managed by the Board]. 

37. Constitution of committee not specially provided f~r,--~[(l) Every 
Committee shall consist of five members out of which one at least shall be a 
person belonging to the scheduled castes and shall be constituted as follows :- 

9[ (a) Tlle Board shall nominate the members, with their written 
consent, of the committee of the Gurdwara or Gurdwaras, 

I '  The words "in consultation with local committees" omitted by East Punjab Act No. 
XXXII of 1949, Stc. 3. 

2' The w ~ r d s  "after consulting the local committee for the Gurdwara or Gurdwaras 
co,lzorned, constituted under sub-section (3)" omitted by Ea~t~Punjab  Act No. ZO(aLII of 194Q 
Sec 3 . - .  

3.  Onliltad by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, Sec. 25(b). 
4. Sub:sections (3), (4) and (5) omitted by East Punjab Act No. MCXII of 1949 Sec. 3(b). 
5. Section 86 renumbered as sub-sectlon (1) and sub-section (2) added by Punjab Act 

No. 1 of 1959. Sec. 26. 
6 .  subs. forthe word "Provincial" by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 
7. Section 86-A as Inserted by Punjab Act No. XI  of 1944, Sec. 20 omitted lry Panjrib 

Act No. LIII oI 1953, Sec. 10. s 
8. Su!i.i. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 27. 

9. Subs, by Pull j~b hc t No. 10 of 1959, Scc 3. 



whose gross annual income does not excectl tliree lhousand 
rupees, who shall be residents of the district in which the 
Gurdwara or one of the Gurdwaras to be managed by the 
Committee is situated . 

Provided that the Board may, if it so decides, instead of nominat- 
ing the members, manage the affairs of any such Gurdwara 
itself in accordance with the provisions ofehe Act. 

(b) The C~mmit tee  of Gurdwara or Gurdwaras, whose anlxual 
mo~aetary income exceeds three thousand rupees, shall cuiasi?t 
of four elected members and one inember nominated by the 
Board, who shall be resident of the district: in whicl-1 the 
Gurdwara or one of the Curdwaras to be managed by ?he 
Committee is situated. 

If in the election, the required number of members is not elected, 
the Board may nominate such number of persons as have 
not been elected so as to  complete the Commiitee for such ;; 
Gurdwara or Gurdwaras ; provided that the person or persons 
so nominated shall be the resident or residen's of the d srxc's 
in which the said Gurdwara or Gurdwaras are situated]. 

(2) If the Board fails to nominate a member a r  f i~embe~s of the 
Co~nmittes; in accordance with the provisions of clause (a) 
or (b) the manager and i f thereis  no manager, then Granthi 
oi Granth~s  of Gurdwara or Gurdwaras shall e:ti~c; by lz~n-i- 
self or themselves or along with the nomir~ared or cleckd 
member or members, if any, as the 6;ase may be ps:f?rm t h ~  
duties of the Committee till such time as the Bozrd norninaltbs 
the required number of rnembe~s of the f3ommitteeI. 

88. Comtitutian of Colnnlittees : Pvblicatioail of coastitntion and r,IIeclt 
rl lere~f.--~[  (I) The Committeesshall be constituted as soon as may 5c aftrr 
I he constitution of the Board ; provided that no Cornrnittec shall bl: cons~it i i i -  
ecl for any Gurdwara under tlie provisions of this Act before it has been 
declared. to bs a Sikh Gurdwara under thz provision~s of this Act  or thy $yo- 
visions of Part IHI have becn applied to  ~t under the provisions nf scclion 
381. 

I .  3111)s. by Punjab Act No. J,III or 1953, Sec. 12(n). 

2. Subs. for the old sub-soctlons (2) and (3) by Enst Punjab Act, X X X I I  17;' xq4'J, 2 , : -  

4, -nd sub-section (2) oinlttcd by Punjab Act No. LIII o l  1953, Soc., 12(b), 
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