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The Act applies to marged areas and also to Bilaspur Diistrict of old areas, to the former
by section 88 of the Punjab Re-organisation Act, 1966, and to the latter by the Bilaspur (Applica-
tion of Laws) Order, 1949, as subsequently amended by No. 177 (f)-J, dated the 31st July,
1949. Tt does not apply to old arcas other than Bilaspur District. The Act as published here
is as applicable to merged areas and in its application to Bilaspur District, it has to be read with
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Application of Laws Order, 1949), and the amendments made in the Punjab aftcr the date of its
application to Bilaspur, sha.ll not apply.

The Act has been included in the Schedule to the Inter-State Corporations Act, 1957
(Central Act 38 of 1957), by Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs. Not. No. F-l 7/10/
72-SR, dated the 26th July, 1972, published in Gaz. of India Extra, , Pt TI. Sec. 3 (i), dated the
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“For the Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Government Gazette, 1938,
Part V, p, 27.
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8. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Pynjab Government Gazette, Extra,
dated the 22nd May, 1957, p. 692,

9. For Statement of Objects and Reasons see  Punjab Government Gazette, Extra,
dated 28th March, 1958, p. 725.
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11, For Statement of Objects and Reasons see Punjab Gazétte (Extra), dated 24th
October, 1960.
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An Act to provide for the better administration of certain Sikh Gurdwaras
and the inquiries into matters connected therewith.

Preamble.—WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the better administration
of certain Sikh Gurdwaras and for inquiries into matters and settlement
of disputes connected therewith, and whereas the previous sanction of the
Governor-General has been obtained to the passing of this Act ; it is hereby
enacted as follows :—

PART 1
CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—(7) This Act may be called
the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925.

1[(2) It extends to the territories which, immediately before the - 1st
November, 1956, were comprised in the States of Punjab and Patiala and
East Punjab States Union].

(3) It shall come into force on such 2[date] as the 3[State Government]
may by notification appoint in this behalf 4[and, in the extended territories, on
the commencement of the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Act, 1959
(hereinafter referred to as the Amending Act)].

(4) The Sikh Gurdwaras and Shrines Act, 1922, is hereby repealed.

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context—

(I) “Board” means -the Board constituted under tuc piovisions
of Part III.

(2) “Commission” means the Judicial Commission constituted under
the provisions of Part 1II.

3 (@) *[“Committee” means a committee of management constituted
under the provisions of Part IIL.]

[y * * *).

1. Subs. for the words ‘It extends to Punjab’” by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, section 2(1).

2. This Act came into force on the first day of November, 1925, see notification No 4288-S,
dated 12th October, 1925, inthe Punjab Gazette, 1925, Part I, page 712.

3. Subs. for the word ‘‘Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.
4, Added by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 2(2).
5. The old clause (3) renumbered as sub-clause (3) (i) by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944,

section 2(a)
6. Omitted by Punjab Act No, LIII or 1953,
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!(3-4). <“The extended territories” means the territories, which immediately
before the 1st November, 1956, were comprised in the State of Patiala and
East Punjab States Union].

(4) (i) “Office” means any office by virtue of which the holder
thereof participates in the management or performance of public worship in a
gurdwara or in the management or performance of any rituals or ceremonies
observed therein and “office-holder” means any person who holds an office.

(i) ““Present office-holder” means a person who, on the com-
mencement of this Act 2[or in the case of the extended territories on
the commencement of the Amending Act as the case may be] holds
an office.

- (iii) ““Past office-holder”’ means a person who has been an office-
holder but ceased to be an office-holder before the commencement of
this Act 3[or, in the case of the extended territories, before the
commence ment of the Amending Act as the case may be].

(iv) “Hereditary office™ means an office the succession to which before
the first day of January, 1920, 4or, in the case of the extended
territories, before the 1st day of November, 1956, as the case may be], devolved,
according to hereditary right or by nomination by the office-holder for the time
being, and “‘hereditary office-holder” means the holder of a hereditary office.

(v) “Present hereditary office-holder” means a person who on the
commencement of this Act *[or, in the case of the extended territories, on
the commencement of the Amending Act as the case may be,] is a hereditary
office-holder. '

(vi) ‘“Past hereditary office-holder”  means a person who has been a
hereditary office-holder but ceased to be such office-holder before the
commencement of this Act ¢[or, in the case of the extended territories,
before the commencement of the Amending Act as the case may
be].

] (vii) “Minister” means an office-holder to whom either solely
or alongwith others the control of the management or performance of public
worship in a gurdwara and of the rituals and ceremonies, observed therein is
entrusted :

"[Provided that an office-holder to whom either solely or along with others
the performance of public worship in a Gurdwara and of the rituals and cere-
monies observed therein is not entrusted directly shall not be deemed to be a
Minister for the purposes of sections 134 and 135].

. Ins. by Punjab Act No. T of 1959, Sec. 3(i)

. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 3(2)(a)- ‘
. Added by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 3 (2)(b).

. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 3(2) ().

. Ins. by Puniab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 3(2) {(a)

. Added by Punjab Act No. 1 0f 1959, Sec. 3(2)(b).
, Added by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 3(2) (d).

N RN -
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(5) “Police Station area” means a local area specified by the ![State
Government] under the provisions of clause (s) of sub-section (1) of section 4
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898.

(6) “Prescribed” means prescribed by the 1[State Government] by rules
made under this Act.

(7) “Presumptive successor” where the succession to the office
devolves according to hereditary right, means the persons next in succession
to a hereditary office-holder, or, where the succession to the office devolves
by nomination made by the hereditary office-holder for the time being,
means any chela so nominated before the first day of December, 1924 %{or, in
the case of the extended territories, before the 1st day of November, 1956, as the
case may be].

(8) “Resident” in any place mzans any person having a fixed place
of abode or owning immovable property or cultivating land or practising
a profession, or carrying on business, or personally working for gain, in that
place.

3(9) “Sikh” means a person who professes the Sikh religion or,
in the case of a deceased person, who professed the Sikh religion or was known
to be a Sikh during his lifetime. Ifany question arises as to whether any living
person is or is not a Sikh, he shall be deemed respectively to be or not to be a
Sikh according as he makes or refuses to make in such manner as the
![State Government] may prescribe the following declaration :—

I solemnly affirm that I am a Sikh, that I believe in the Guru Granth
Sahib, thatI believe in the Ten Gurus, and that I have no other
religion].

(10) “Amritdhari Sikh> means and includes every person who has taken
Khande-ka-amrit or Khanda pahul prepared and administered according to the
tenets of Sikh religions and rites at the hands of five pyaras or ‘beloved ones’;].

5[(10-A.) ‘Sahjdhari Sikh’ means a person—

(i) who performs ceremonies according to Sikh rites ;

1 Subs. for the woid “Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
2 Added by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 3(3).

3 Clause 9 was substituted by Punjab Act III of 1930 section 2. The amendment shall be
applicable to all claims, petitions and suits in which the recoirding of evidence has not been

concluded before the tribunal at the commencement of this Act,—vide Punjab Act, 11T of 1930
sec. 11.

4 Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944 sec 2(b).
5 Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 3(4).
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(i) who does not use tobacco or Kutha (Halal meat) in any form ;
(iii) who is not a Patit ; and
(iv) who can recite Mul Manter].

“1[({1) “‘Patit” means a person who being a Keshdadhari Sikh trims or
shaves his beard or keshas or who after taking amrit commits any one or more
of the four kurahits].

2[(12) “Notified Sikh Gurdwara” means any gurdwara declared by
notification by the *[State Government] under the provisions of this Act to be a
Sikh Gurdwara].

2[(13) “Treasury” means a Government Treasury or sub-treasury and

includes any bank to which the Government treasury business has been made
over |

%[(14) “Tribunal” means a tribunal constituted under the provisions of
section 12].

4[(15) “Election” means an election to fill a seat or seats in the Board
or Committee constituted under sections 43,36 or 87.

(16) ‘Constituency” means a constituency for the election of a
member or members of the Board or Committee.

(17) “*[Commissioner, Gurdwara Elections]” means the officer ap-
pointed by the State Government to perform the duties of the
Elections Commissioner for the purposes of this Act.]

CHAPTER 1L

PETITIONS TO *[STATE GOVERNMENT] RELATING TO GURDWARAS.

3. List of property of Scheduled Gurdwara to be forwarded to the State
Government.—(/) Any Sikh or any present office-holder of a gurdwara specified
in Schedule I%or, added thereto by the Amending Act, may forward to
the State Government through the appropriate Secretary to Government so as
to reach the Secretary within ninety days of the commencement of this
Act, or, in the case of the extended territories, within one hundred and eighty

1. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 2(b). '
2. The old clauses 10, 11 and 12, 1enumbered as 12, 13,and 14 by Punjab Act, XI of
1944, sec. 2(b).

3. Subs. for the word “Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.

4. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XXV of 1954, sec. 2.

5. Subs. for the words “Election Commsisioner”” by Punjab Act No. 22 of 1957, sec. 2.

6. Substituted for the words “may forward to the State Goveinment through the
approptiate Sccretary to Government, so as to  reach the Secietary within ninety days from the
commencement of this Act” by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, section 4(D).
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days of the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may be], a list,
signed and verified by himself, of all rights, titles or interests in immovable
properties situated in Punjab inclusive of the gurdwara and in all monetary
_endowments yielding recurring income or profit received in Punjab which
heclaims to belong, within his knowledge, to the gurdwara ; the name of
the person in possession of any such right, title or interest, and if any such person
is insane or a minor, the name of his legal or natural guardian, or if there is no
such guardian, the name of the person with whom the insane person or minor
resides or is residing, or if there is no such person, the name of the person
actually or constructively in possession of such right, title or interest on behalf
of the insane person or minor, and if any such right, title or interest is alleged
to be in possession of the gurdwara through any person the name of such
person, shall be stated in the list and the list shall be in such form and shall
contain such further particulars as may be prescribed.

YExplanation—For the purposes of this section and all other succeeding
sections, the expressicn “Punjab” shall mean the State of Punjab as formed
by section 11 of the States Reorganization Act, 1956.]

Declaration of scheduled Gurdwara and publication of list forwarded
under sub-section (1) in a consolidated list.—(2) On receiving a list duly
forwarded under the provisions of sub-section (/) the 2[State Government] shall,
as soon as may be, publish a notification declaring that the gurdwara to which
it relates is a Sikh Gurdwara and, after the expiry of the period provided
in sub-section (1) for forwarding lists shall, as soon as may be, publish by
notification a consolidated list in which all rights, titles and interests in
any such properties as are described in sub-section (1) which have been includ-
ed inany list duly forwarded , shall be included, and shall also cause the
consolidated list to be published, in such manner as may be prescribed, at the
headquarters of the district and of the tehsil and in the revenue estate where the
gurdwara is situated, and at the headquarters of every district and of every
tehsil and in every revenue estate in which any of the immovable properties
mentioned in the consolidated list is situated and shall also give such other
notice thereof as may be prescribed.

Notices of claims to property ecmtered inm the comsolidated list
to be seni to persons shown as in possession.—(3) The ?[State Govern-
ment] shall also, as soon as may be, send by registered post a notice
of the claim to any right, title or interest included in the consolidated
list to each of the persons named therein as being in possession of such
right, title or interest either on his own behalf or on behalf of an insane
person or minor or on behalf of the gurdwara, provided that no such notice
need be sent if the person named as being in possession is the person who
forwarded the list in which the right, title or interest was claimed.

1. Added by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 4(2).
2. Subs, for the word «“Provincial” by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950
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Effect of publication of declaration and consolidated list under sub-
section (2).—(4) The publication of a declaration and of a consolidated list under
the provisions of sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) with respect to such publication
have been duly complied with and that the gurdwarais a Sikh Gurdwara
and the provisions of Part III shall apply to such gurdwara with effect from

the date of the publication of the notification declaring it to be a Sikh
Gurdwara. ‘

4. Effect of omission to forward a list wunder section 3.—If in
respect of any gurdwara specified in schedule I no list has been forwarded
under the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 3, the 1[State] Government shall,
after the expiry of ninety days from the commencement of this Act, % or,
in the case of the extended territories, after the expiry of one hundred
and eighty days from the commencement of the Amending Act, as. the case
may be], declare by notification that such gurdwara shall be deemed to be
excluded from specification in Schedule 1.

5. Petitions of claim to property included in a consolidated list. (1)—Any
person may forward to the *[State] Government through the *[appropriate
Secretary to Government] s> as to reach the Secretary within ninety
days 4or, in the case of the extended territories, within one hundred
and eighty days] from the date of the publication by notification of
the consolidated list under the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 3, a
petition claiming a right, title or interest in any property included in such
consolidated list except a right, title or interest in the gurdwara itself.

Signing and verification of petitions under sub-section (1).—(2) A
petition forwarded under the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be signed and
verified by the person forwarding it in the manner provided in the Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908, for the signing and verification of plaints, and shall
specify the nature of the right, title or interest claimed and the grounds of the

claim.

Notification of preperty not claimed under sub-section (1) and effect of
such notification.—(3) The [State Government] shall, as soon as may be, after
the expiry of the period for making a claim under the provisions of sub-section
(1) publish a notification specifying the rights, titles or interests in any proper-
ties in respect of which no such claim has been made ; and the publication of the
notification shall be conclusive proof of the fact that no such claim was made
in respect of any right, title or interest specified in the notification.

{. Subs. for the word ¢“Provincial’” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
2. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 5.

3. Subs. for the words “Secretary to Government, Transferred Departments” by Govern-
ment of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937.

4. lns. by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 6.
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of the Amending Act, as the case may be], residents in the police station area
in which such gurdwara is situated, and shall thereafter deal with any petition
that may be otherwise duly forwarded in respect of any such gurdwara as
if the petition had been duly forwarded by petitioners who were such
residents

Provided further that no such petition shall be entertained in respect
of any institution specified in schedule I or schedule Ii unless the institution
is deemed fo be excluded from specification in schedule | under the provisions
of section 4. :

List of property claimed for the gurdwara and of persons in pessession
thereof to accompany a petition under sub-section (1).—(2) A petition forwarded
under the provisions of sub-section (7) shall state the name of the gurdwara to
which it relates and of the district, tehsil and revenue estate in which it is situated
and shall be accompanied by a list, verificd and signed by the petitioners, of
all rights, titles or interests in immovable properties situated in Punjab inclusive
of the gurdwara and in all monetary endowments yielding recurring income
or profit received in Punjab, which the petitioners claim to belong within
their knowledge to the gurdwara : the name of the person in possession  of
any such right, title or interest, and if any such person is-insane or a minor,
the name of his legal or natural guardian, or if there is no such guardian, the
name of the person with whom the insane person or minor resides or is
residing, or if there is no such person, the name of the person actually or cons-
tructively in possession of such right, title or interest on behalf of the insane
person or minor, and if any such right, title or interest is alleged to be in
possession of the gurdwara through any person , the name of such person shall
be stated in the list ; and the petition and the list shall be in such form
and shall contain such further particulars as may be prescribed.

Publication of petition and list received under sub-sections—(1) and (2).—

(3) On receiving a petition duly signed and forwarded under the provisions

» of sub-section () the [Statc Government] shall, as soon as may be, publish it
" alongwith the accompanying list, by notification, and shall cause it and the
list to be published, in such manner as may be prescribed, at the headquarters

of the district and of the tehsil and in the revenue estate in which the gurdwara

is situated, and at the headquarters of every district and of every tehsil and

inevery revenue estate in which any of the immovable properties mentioned

in the list is situated and shall also give such other notice thereof as may
be prescribed

L. Subs. for the word ‘‘Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.
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Provided that such petition may be withdrawn by notice to be forwarded
by the Board so as to reach the >*[appropriate Secretary to Government]
at any time before publication, and on such withdrawal it shall be deemed
as if no petition had been forwarded under the provisions of sub-section (7)].

Notice of claims to property to be sent to persons shown in the list as in
possession.—(4) The ?[State Government] shall also, as soon as may be, send
by registered post a notice of the claim to any right, title or interest included
in the list to each of the persons named therein as being in possession of such
right, title or interest either on his own behalf or on behalf of an insane
person or minor or on behalf of the gurdwara:

Provided that no such notice need be sent if the person named as
being in possession is a person who joined in forwarding the list.

Effect of publication of petition and list under sub-section (3).—(5)
The publication of a notification under the provisions of sub-section (3) shall
be conclusive proof that the provisions of sub-sections (1), (2), (3) and (4)
have been duly complied with. '

8. Petition to have it declared that a place asserted to be a Sikh Gurdwara
is not such a gurdwara.—When a notification has been published under the
provisions of sub-section (3) of section 7 in respect of any gurdwara
any hereditary office-holder or any twenty or more worshippers of the
gurdwara, each of whom is more than twenty-one years of age and was
on the commencement of this Act ?%or, in the case of the extended
territories, on the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may
be], a resident of a police station area in which the gurdwara is
situated may forward to the 3[State Government], through the 2[appropriate
Secretary to  Government], so as to reach the Secretary within ninety
days from the date of the publication of the notification a petition
signed and verified by the petitioner, or petitioners, as the case may
be, claiming that the gurdwara is not a Sikh Gurdwara, and may in
such petition make a further claim that any hereditary office-holder or any
person who would have succeeded to such office-holder under the
system - of management prevailing before the first day of January, 1920
5or, in the case of the extended territories, before the 1st day of November,
1956, as the case may be,] may be restored to officc on the grounds
that such gurdwara is not a Sikh Gurdwara and that such office-holder
ceased to be an office-holder after that day :

1. Proviso added by Punjab Act, IV of 1932, Sec.2. It came into forceon Ist
January, 1933—vide Punjab Government notification No. 2695 (H—G./Gurdwara)
dated 19th December, 1932,

3>

Subs, for the words “3zcietary to  Government, Punjab, Transferred Departments®
by Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Taws) Order, 1937,

3. Suabs, for the word ““Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
4, Ins.by Punjab Act No.lof 1959 Sec. 9 (a).
5, Ins. by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, Sec. 9 (b).
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Provided that the ?*[State Government] may in respect of any
such gurdwara declare by notification that a petition of twenty or more
worshippers of such gurdwara shall be deeracd {0 be duly forwarded whether
the petitioners were or were not on the commencement of this Act 2[or, in
the case of the extended territories, on the commencement of the Amending
Act, as the case may be,] residents in the police station area in  which such
gurdwara is situated, and shall thereafter deal with any petition that may be
otherwise duly forwarded in respect of any such gurdwara as if the petition
had been duly forwarded by petitioners who were such residents.

9. Kffect of omission to present a pefifion wauder seciion 8.—(1) If no
petition has been presented in  accordance with the provisions of section 8
in respect of a gurdwara to which a notification published under the provisions
of sub-section (3) of section 7 relates, the ¥[State] Government shall, after the
expiration of ninety days from the date of such notification, publish a noti-
fication declaring the gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara.

~_ Eifect of publication of a notiflication wnder sub-section (1).--(2) The
publication of a notification under the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be
conclusive proof that the gurdwara is a Sikh Gurdwara, and the provisions
of Part TIT shall apply to the gurdwara with effect from the date of the
publication of the notification.

10. Petition of claim to property included in a lisi puablished under
sub-section (3) of section 7.—(7) Any person may forward to the [State Govern-
ment] through the *[appropriate Secretary to Government] so astoreach the
Secretary within ninety days from the daic of the publication of a notifica-
tion under the provisions of sub-section(3) ol section7, apetition claiming a
right, title or interest inany property included inthe list so pablished.

Signing and verification of petitions under sub-seciion (1)—(2) A petition
forwarded under the provisions of sub-section (/) shall be signed and verified
by the person forwarding it in the manner provided by the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908, for the signing and verification of plaints, and shall specify
the nature of the right, title or interest claimoed and the grounds of the claim. -

Notification of property ot ciaimed under sub-section (1) and effect
of such notification.—(3) The [Statc Government] shall, as soon as may
be, after the expiry of the period for making a claim under the provisions
of sub-section (1) publisha notification, specifying the rights, titles or interests
in any properties in respect of which no such claim has been made, and the
notification shall be conclusive proof of the fact that nosuch claim was
made inrtespect of any right, title or interest specified in the notification.

1. Subs. for the word ““Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.
2. Ins. by Punjab Act No, T ol 1959, Sec.9(b).

© 3. Subs, for the words Secretary to Government, Transfered Depariments” by
-~ - - -Government- of India (Adaptation of Indizin Lawsy Order 1937.
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11. Claim for compensation by a hereditary office-holder of a gurdwara
notified under section 7 or his presumptive successor.—(/) .Any past or
present hereditary office-holder of a gurdwara in respect of whicha notifi-
cation has been published under the provisions of sub-section (3} of section
7 or a presumptive successor of such office-holder may forward to the [State
Government] through the ?[Appropriate Secretary to Government] so as to
reach the Secretary within ninety days from the date of such publication a
petition claiming to be awarded compensation on the grounds that such
office-holder has been unlawfully removed from his office after the first day
of January, 1920 *[or, inthe case of the extended territories, after the 1st day
of November, 1956, as the case may be,}and before the date of such publica-
tion aund that such office-holder or his presumptive successor has suffered ot
will suffer pecuniary loss if the gurdwara is declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara.

Signing and verification of petition under sub-scciion (/).—-(2) A petition
forwarded under the provisious of sub-section (1) shall be signed and verified
by the person forwarding it inthe manner provided in the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908, for the signing and verification of plaints.

CHAPTER ITI

APPOINTMENT OF AND PROCEEDINGS REFORE A TRIBUNAJ

12, Constitution and procedure of tribunal for the purposes of the Act.
—{(1}) For the purpose of deciding claims made in accordance with the provisions
ol this Act the '[State Government] may from time to time by notification direct
the constitution of a tribunal or more tribunals than one and may in like manner
direct the dissolution of such tribunal or tribunals.

(2) A wribunal shall consist of a president 4[* * *] and two other
members appointed by notification by the '[State Government].

(3) The president of a tribunal shall be ’[a person who is or has bees],
a Judge of the High Couri and each other members shall be—

(i) a District Judge or a Subordinate Judge of the first class, or

(ii) a barrister of not less than ten year’s standing, or

Subs, for the word *‘Provincial’® by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950

—

2

Subs, for the words “Secretary to Government, Transterred Departments”, by
Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937,

1

w

ins, by Punjab Act No.l of 1959, sec 10,

4. The words ‘‘appointed by notification by the Governor-General in Council’® which wei®

inserted by the Sikh Gurdwaras (Supplementary) Aet, 1925 (XXIV of 1925)
sec. 3(a) were omitted by Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Qrder,

[=)}

Ins. Dy Punjab Aci No.Iof 1959 ssec. 11.
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(iii) & person who has been a pleader of any High Court *[or any
Court which is a High Court within the meaning of clause
(24) of “section 3 of the General Clauses Act, 1897] for an
aggregate period of not less than ten vears.

g

(4) The members of a tribunal while theycontinue as such,sha il
be paid by the ?[State Government] such remuperation as may from time to
tims be fixed by the ?[State Government] *[ * * *] and shall be deemsd
to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Tndian Penal
Code.

4{ (5) E I S *]

(6) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a tribunal by reason of the removal,
resignation or death of a member, [ * * *] the 2[State Government]
shall by notification appoint a person qualified within the meaning of
sub-section (3) to fill the vacancy.

(7) A change inthe membership of tribunal under the provisions of
o * * * ¥1 gub-section {4) shall not invalidate any previous or subse-
quent proceedings in any matter pending before it, nor shall it be necessary
for a tribunal on account of such change to recommence any enquiry into any
matter pending before it for disposal.

(8) The ?[State Government] may from time to time appoint such
officers and servants asit may deem to be necessary for the due performance of
its duties by a tribunal ; and the officers and servants so appointed shall,
while they continue as such, be deemed to be public servants within the

~

meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.

1. Ins.by Punjub Act X1 of 1926 sec. 2. This amendment has been given rettospse
tive effect by Pupjab Act XTI of 1926, section 3, which reads as follows :—

3. The amendments made in the said Act by section 2 shall have effect as if they had
been made on the Ist  day of November, 19257

2. Subs. for the word “*Provipeial’”” by the Adaptation of Laws Qrder, 19250,

3. The words +or ip the case of the president by the Govenor-General in Councii®
inserted by section 3 (h) of Act XXIV of 1925 were omitted by Government of
India (Adaptation of Tndian Laws ) Order, 1937,

4, Sub-section (5) was omitted by Government of India ( Adaptation of Indian Laws)
Order, 1937,

5. The words “the Governor General in Council where the vacancy ovcurs in the
office of president and in any other case’” inserted by section 3 (d) of Act XXIV of
1925 | were omitted by Government of india (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order,
1937

6. The words, brackets and ligure “‘sub-section (3) o omitted by Fast Punjak Act
No, XLIV of 1948, sec. 2.
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(9) A tribunal, for the purpose of deciding any matter that it is
empowered to decide under the provisions of this Act, shall have the same
powers as ate vested ina court by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and
shall have jurisdiction, unlimited as regards value, throughout ![the territories
specified insub-scction (1) of section 5 of the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966],
and shall have no jurisdiction over any proceedings other than is expressly
vested in it by this Act, L

(10) Save as otherwise provided inthis Act a decree or order of a
tribunal shall be exccuted or otherwise givea effect to by the district court of
the district in which the gurdwara  in coancction with which the decree or
order was passed is situated, or by the district court to which the tribunal
directs that any decrec or order siv:ilbesent for this purpose, as if the decree
or order had been a decrec or order passecd by such court.

(11) The proceedings of a tribunai shall so far as may be, and subject
to the provisions of this Act, b conducted in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

(12) I more tribunats than one are constituted, the *[State Government]
may by notification direct which tribunal may entortain petitions relating
to a particular gurdwara or guardwaras situated inany specified area, and
may at any time transfer any proceedings from one tribunal to another
as it may deem proper.

13, Frocedure on difference of opinion.—(/) No proceedings shall  be
taken by a tribunal unless at lcast two members are present, provided that
notices and summeons may be issued by the president or a member nominated
by the president for this purpose.

(2) Incase of a differcnce of opinion between the members of a
tribunal, the opinion of the majerity shall prevail ; provided that if only two
members are prosent of whomt one is the president, and if they are not in
agreement, the opinion of the ent shall prevail ; and if the president be
not present, and ihe two remaining members are not agreed, the question
in dispute shall be kept pending until the next meeting of the tribunal at which
the president is present @ the epinton of the majority, or of the president when
only two members are prescnt, shall be deemed to be the opinion of the
tribunal.

14. Tribunal to dispose of petitions wnder sections 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11,—(1)
The 2[State Government] shall forward to a tribunal all petitions received by it
under the provisions of sections 5, 6, 8,10 or 11, and the tribunal shall dispose
of such petitio cordance with the provisions of this Act.

o - e e . . e R AR AT o T TR A

I. Subs,

Puniab

angad” which was $abs, by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950, for “Last
e which had been gubs, (or the ““Punjab’ by G.G.0. 40 of 1948.

2. Subs. for the word ¢“Provigeial’” by  Adaptation of Laws Qrder, 1950,
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2wt -€2) - The forwarding of - the petitions shall be conclusive proof that the
petitions were received by the *[State Government] within the time prescribed
in sections 5, 6, 8, 10 or 11 as the case may be, and in the case of a petition
forwarded by worshippers of a gurdwara under the provisions of section §,
shall be conclusive proof that the provisions of section 8 with respect to such
worshippers were duly complied with.

.15, ‘Power of tribunal to join partics and award costs.—(/) Indisposing
of any matter in which it has jurisdiction a tribunal may order any dispute
arising therefrom to be dealt with in one proceeding separately or more such
disputes than one to be dealt with in one proceeding, and may, by public
advertisement or otherwise, enquire if any person desires to be made a party
to any proceeding, and may join in any proceeding any person who it considers
ought to be made a party thereto.

(2) The tribunal may order any person to submit within a fixed time
a statement in writing setting forth the nature of his claim or objection and the
grounds thereof.

(3) 1If any person fails to comply with an order passed under the
provisions of sub-section (2} and duly notified to him, the tribunal may decide
the matter in dispute against him, provided that. the tribunal may at any time
extend the time fixed by its order for the submission of the statement if the
person satisfies it that he had sufficient cause for not submitting the statement
within the time fixed.

(4) A tribunal may pass any such order as to costs of a proceeding as a
court might pass under the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
(20 of 1908).

16. Issue as to whether a gurdwara is a Sikh Gurdwara to be decided {ivst
and how issue . is to be decided.—(/) Notwithstanding anything contained in
any other law in force, if in any proceeding before a tribunal it is disputed that
a gurdwara should or should not be declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara, the tri-
bunal shall, before enquiring into any other matter in dispute relating to the
said gurdwara, decide whether it should or should not be declared a Sikh Gur-
dwara in accordance with the provisions of sub-section (2).

(2) 1f the tribupal finds that the gurdwara—

(i) was established by, or in memory of any of the Ten Sikh Gurus,
or in commemoration of any incident in the life of any of the
Ten Sikh Gurus and [was] used for public worship by Sikhs,
fhefore and at the time of the presentation of the  petition
under sub-section (1) of section 71, or

1. Subs. for the word “*is”” by Punjab Act, No. lii of 1930, sec, 3(i).

2. Ins. by Punjab Act No. III of 1930, sec. 3(ii). The amendment shall be applicable
to all claims, petitions and suits, in which the recording of evidence has not been concluded
before the tribunal at the commencement of this Act,—vide Pupjab Act No. I of 1930, sec, 11(i).
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(i) owing to some tradition connected with one of the Ten Sikh
Gurus, [was] used for public worship predominantly by Sikhs,
}before and at the time of the presentation of the petition
under sub-section (/) of section 7}, or

(iiiy was established for use by Sikhs for the purpose of public wor-
ship and *[was] used for such worship by Sikhs, ?[before and at
the time of the presentation of the petition under sub-section
(I} of section 7}, or

(iv) was established in memory of a Sikh martyr, saint or historical
person and [was] used for public worship by Sikhs, *[before
and at the time of the presentation of the petition under sub-
section (/) of section 7], or

(v) owing to some incident connected with the Sikh religion !fwas]
used for public worship predominantly by Sikhs #[before and
at the time of the presentation of the petition under sub-section
(1) of section 7],

the tribunal shall decide that it should be declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara,
and record an order accordingly.

(3} Where the tribunal finds that a gurdwara should not be declared
to be a Sikh Gurdwara, it shall record its finding in an order, and, subject to the
finding of the High Court on appeal, it shall cease to have jurisdiction in all
matters concerning such gurdwara, provided that, if a claim has been made in
accordance with the provisions of section 8 praying for the restoration to office
of a hereditary office-holder or person who would have succeeded such office-
holder under the system of management prevailing before the first day of
January, 1920 *[or, in the case of the extended territories, before the first day
of November, 1956], the tribunal shall, notwithstanding such finding, continue
to have jurisdiction in all matters relating to such claim ; and it the tribunal
finds it proved that such office-holder ceased to be an office-holder on or after
the first dav of January, 1920 3Jor, in the case of the extended territories, after
the first day of November, 19561, it may by order direct that such office-holder
or person who would have so succeeded be restored to office.

1. Subs. {or the word “is” by Punjab Act No. 11 of 1930, sec. 3(i).

2. 1Ins. by Punjab Act No. [1E of 1930, sec. 3 (ii). The amendment shall be applicable to
all clalms, petitions and suits, in which the recording of evidence has not been concluded before
the tribupal at the commencement of this Act,—vide Punjab Act TIT of 1930, sec. 1140,

3. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 12,
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17. Notification of Sikh Gurdwara on finding of tribunal.—When a tri-
- bunal has, under the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 16, recorded a
finding that a gurdwara should be declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara, and no
appeal has been instituted against such finding within the period prescribed by
section 34, or when an appeal has been instituted and dismissed, or when in an
appeal against a finding that a gurdwara should not be declared to be a
Sikh Gurdwara the High Court finds that it should be so declared, the tribunal
or the High Court, as the case may be, shall inform the [State Government]
through the ?[Appropriate Secretary to Government], accordingly, and the
1[State Government] shall, as soon as may be, publish a notification declaring
such gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara, and the provisions of Part IIf shall
apply thereto with effect from the date of the publication of such notification.

18. Presumptionin favour of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara on proof of certain
facts when a claim to property is made by an office-holder.—(7) 1n any proceed-
ings before a tribunal, if any past or present office-holder denies that a right,
title ot interest recorded, in his name orin that of any person throush whom
he claims, in a record of rights, or in an annual record, prepared in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 1887, and claimed
to belong to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara, does so belong, and claims such
right, title or interest to belong to himself, there shall, notwithstanding any-
thing contained in section 44 of the said Act, be a presumption that such
right, title or interest belongs to the gurdwara upon proof of any of the
following facts, namely : —

(@) an entrv of the right, title or interest made before the first
day of January, 1920 3*[or, in the case of the extended terri-
tories, before the 1st day of November, 1956, as the case
may be], in arecord-of-rights, prepared artthe time of a general
assessment of the land revenue, in the name ol the gurdwara
or in the name of the holder of an office pertaining to the
gurdwara as such, and not By name ;

(b) an assignment of the land revenue of, or of the proprietary
right in, land at any time for the service or mainte-
nance of the gurdwara notwithstanding that the assignment
may be or may have been in the name of an office-holder,
where the right claimed is an assignment of the land revenue
of, or of the proprietary right,in, the land, as the case may be ;

1. Subs, for the word ‘‘Provincial”’ by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,

2. Subs, for the words *‘Secretary to Government, Transferred Depariments” By
i3overnment of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937,

3. Ins. by Punjad Act No. I of 1959, sec. 13(a).
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() the dismissal or removal of an office-holder before the lirst day
of January, 1920 for, in the case of the extended territories,
before the 1st day of November, 1956, as the case may be]
and consequent transfer of the right, title or interest in questiont
to his successor in office ; ’

{d) the expenditure of the whole or part of the income derived from
the right, title or interest in question ordinarily on the service
or maintenance ol the gurdwara ;

{e) the acquisition of the right, title or interest in question from-
funds proved to have belonged to the gurdwara : -

(/) the submission by the office-holder or any of his predecessors in
office of accounts relating to the income from the right, title
or interest in question to the worshippers or to  a managing
bOdy; ’

() the devolution of the succession to the right, title or inferest in
question from an oftice-holder to the successor in office as such
on two or more consecutive occasions

(#) any other fact which shows that the right, title or interest.in
question was at any time of the nature of a trust pertaining to
the gurdwara or was purchased from funds of the nature
of trust funds pertaining to the gurdwara.

(2) The provisions of sub-section (7) shall also apply to a claim to
a right, title or interest made by auy person deviving title subsequent to the
first day of Janvary, 1920 *[or, in the case of the extended territories, subse-
quent to the first day of November, 1956, as the case may be], from a pasi
or present office-holder. ‘

19. Adjudication by tribunal upon agreements made between office-
holder and persons acting on behalf of a Sikh Gurdwara.—Where a change in the
system of management of a Notified SikhGurdwarahas occurred onor after
the first day of January, 1920 #[or,in the case of the extended territories on or
after the first day of November, 1956], and as a consequence of, orin connec-
tion with, such change itisalleged that an agreement has been made between
any person who was an office-holder under the former system of management
on the oneside,and the Sikh worshippers of the gurdwara or a person or body
aeting on their behalf on the other side, any person who claims any right, title

i Ins.by Punjab Act No. of 1959, sec. 13(a).

2 Ins:by Punjab Act No.Iof 1959,sec, ¥4, -~ ~ -~ = -°
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(m) the forms of notices to be given or declaratxons to be made by the
Controlhng Authority .

- 16. Repenl of Ordinance No. IV of 1948.—The East Punjab Refugee
Rehabilitation (Loans and Grants) Ordinance, 1948, is hereby repealed; and

© any rules made or notification issued, anythmg done and any action taken in
execution of any power conferred by or under the said Ordinance shall bé deemed
to have been made, issued, done or taken in exercise of powers conferfed

by or under this Act as if this Act had commenced on the 27th day of January,
1948. ‘

THE PUNJAB REPEALING ACT, 1960

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

SECTIONS

1. Short titie

[

Repeal of certain enactments,

Lo

Savings

The Schedule

\ THE PUNJAB REPEALING ACT, 1960
" (PUNJAB ACT NO. 16 OF 1960) -

[Reoe:ved the assent of the Governor of Punjab on May 4, 1960 and was
published in the Punjab Gazette (Extra.), Legislative Snpplement Part I, dated
May I1, 1960/Vaxsakha 21, 1882, Sakaj.

Au Act to reapzpl certain enactments.

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Pun]ab in the Eleventh‘
Year ot the Republic of lndla as follows ;— _

1. Short title.—This Act may be called the Punjab Repealmg Act, 1960.

, 2 Repeal of certain enactments.——'l"he enactments speclﬁed in the Sche- -
dule are hercby repealed. '

- 3. Savings.—The repeal by this Act, of any ‘enactment shall not affect
any othcr cnactment in which the repealed enactment has been apphed incor-
porated or referred to ;

1. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see the Punjab Gazette, Extra.,dated the
25th March, 1960.

This Act is applicable only in respect of merged areas, by virtue of sec. 88 of the
Punjab Re-organisation Act, 1966,
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or interest by virtue of such agreement or any present office-holder of the
gurdwara or any Sikh may, within ninety days from the date of the publi-
cation of the notification declaring such gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara,
- presentapetition to a tribunal praying that theagreement be considered,
and the tribunal shall make an enquiry, and if it finds that a valid agreement
was made, it shall, notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Regis-
tration Act, 1908, or the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, pass such orders as may be
necessary to give effect to the agreement, and may by such orders create
a charge on the property or income of the gurdwara.

20. Claim for compensation by a hereditary office-holder who has resigned
or been dismissed.—Any hereditary office-holder of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara
who, within twelve months after the date of the publication of a notifi-
cation declaring the gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara, has resigned office, or
been removed from office otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of
section 134 orunder the provisions of section 142 or a presumptive succes-
sor of such office-holder, may within ninety days from the date of the resig-
nation or removal, as the case may be of such office-holder present a petition
to atribunal claiming to be awarded compensation on the ground that he has
suffered or will suffer pecuniary loss owing to a change in the management of
the gurdwara, and the tribunal may, notwithstanding the fact that such office-
holder has voluntarily resigned, order compensation to be paid in accor-
dance with the provisions of this Act, as if such office-holder had been unlaw-
fully removed from his office.

21. Claim for compensation by person alleging right to nominate office-
holder of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara.—When a notification has been published
under the provisions of this Act declaring a gurdwara to be a Sikh Gurdwara,
any person claiming that the right to nominate an office-holder thereof was
vested in him at the date of the publication, or before the first day of January,
1920 1[or, in the case of the extended territories, before the first day of
November, 1956], may, within ninety days from the date of the publication,
present a petition to atribunal claiming to be awarded compensationon the
ground that he has suffered pecuniary loss owingto achange effected after the
first day of January, 1920 2[or, in the case of the extended territories, after the
first day of November, 1956], in the system of management of such gurdwara,
or that he will suffer pecuniary loss in consequence of the gurdwara being
declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara ; and the tribunal may order compensation to
be paid to himin the same manner asto an office-holder under the provisions
of this Act.

1 1Ins, by Punjab Act No. T of 1959, sec. 15,

2 Ins, by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 14.




386 H.P. Cope Vor. VII

22. Matters for consideration in awarding compensation.—In deciding
claims for compensation made under the provisions of section 6, 11 or 20, a
tribunal—

(1) may among other matters take into consideration—

(i) the past conduct of the claimant ;

(ii) the improvements to the property of the gurdwara effected by
the claimant ;

(iii) the portion of thetrust income which, by long practice and the
express or implied consent of the worshippers, the holder of the
office and his predecessors have been allowed to appropriate
to their private use, provided that this matter, if taken into
consideration shall only be so takenin determining the compen-
sation due to an office-holder for his life time and shall not
give to a presumptive successor of such office-holder any right
to increased compensation, and provided also that the tribunal
shall not be bound to fix the compensation on the basis of such
income, but may, at its discretion, regard such income, as a
ground for awarding compensation on a higher scale than it
would otherwise have awarded ;

(2) shall take into consideration—

(i) the past conduct of the claimant where such conduct has been
or isinissuein a suit or other proceedingin a civil or revenue
court instituted before the 1st December, 1924 [or, in the
case of the extended territories, before the commencement of
the Amending Act as the case may be ;]

(i) the conviction of the claimant by a criminal court for an offence
which, in the opinion of the tribunal, involves moral turpitude
or an order passed against him under the provisions of sec-
tions 110 and 118 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 2;

(i1i) the loss of income, not being of the mature of trust income,
incurred by reason of an office-holder ceasing to hold office ;

(iv) allrights or privileges relating to residence, subsistence, service
and other recognised allowances in cash or kind formerly
enjoyed by the claimant. ‘

1 Added by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 16,
2 Now Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973,
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23. Compensation to be paid annually out of income of gurdwara.—In

awarding compensation, a tribunal shall, unless the parties agree to its being
paid otherwise, order it to be paid out of theincomeaccruing to the gurdwara

in which the office-holder held office in the form of an allowance, payable
annually on aspecified date for any period, but terminable in any case on the
death of the person compensated.

24. Payment to heirs of person compensated.—If any person to whom
compensation has been ordered to be paid by a tribunal dies, his heir shall be
entitled only to such sum as has become payable under the order but has not
been paid provided that if compensation was ordered to made by payment
of an annual allowance for a period which has not expired before the death
of the person compensated, such heir shall in addition be entitled to a sum
which bears the proportion to the amount of such allowance as the period
between the date on which the allowance was last payable before the death
of the deceased and the date of his death bears to one year.

25. Manrer in which compensation is to be paid and recovered if not duly
paid.—Every sum ordered by a tribunal to be paid out of the income of a
gurdwara by way of compensation shall be deposited in the treasury of the
tehsil in which the gurdwara is situated, and shall be paid to the person or
persons entitled to it under such order or under the provisions of section 24
in such manner as may be prescribed and if it is not so deposited shall be
recoverable out of the [income of such gurdwara or by way of temporary
alienation of the agricultural land of such gurdwara for a period which the
Collector may determine. ]

2[25-A. Power of tribunal to pass decrees for possession in favour of the
committees of Gurdwaras.—(/) When it has been decided under the provisions
of this Act that aright, title or interest in immovable property belongs to a
Notified Sikh Gurdwara, or any person, the Committee of the Gurdwara
concerned or the person in whose favour a declaration has been made may,
within a period of one year from the date of the decision or the date of the
constitution of the Committee, whichever is later, institute a suit before a
tribunal claiming to be awarded possession of the right, title or interestin the
immovable property in question as against the parties to the previous petition
and the tribunal shall, if satisfied that the claim relates to the right, title or
interest in the immovable property which has been held to belong to the
Gurdwara, or to the person in whose favour the declaration has been made,
pass a decree for possession accgrdingly 31

[ *

* .

1. Subs. for the words “‘property or income of such Gurdwara by the Collector as if it
were an arrear of land revenue,’’ by Punjab Act XTI of 1944, sec. 3.}

2. Added by Punjab Act No. Il of 1930. sec. 4. The amendment shail be applicable to all
claims, petitions and Suits in which the recording of evidence has not been concluded before
the tribunal at the commencement of this Act,—vide section 11 of Punjab Act III of 1930.

3. Omitted by Punjab Act No.LIII of 1953, sec. 3.
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26. Entry of rights of gurdwara in revenue records.—When it has been
decided, under the provisions of this Act, that a right, title or interest in
immovable property belongs to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara or when a right,
title or interest in such property has been included in a list published under
the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 5 or sub-section (3) of section 10,
the Collector of the district in which the property is situated shall, on appli-
cation being made to him on this behalf and after making such enquiry as he
may deem proper as to the fact of such decision or inclusion, cause an entry
to be made in the record-of-rights, if any, of the estate in which the property is
situated recording the gurdwara as the owner of the right, title or interest in

Act, 1887. accordance with the provisions of the Punjab Land Revenue
“(XVII of 1887.)

-27. Treatment of property dedicated to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara but’
under management of trustees.—(/) When on or before the commencement of
this Act any property has been dedicated or gifted to a Notified Sikh Gur-
dwara and ‘a trust has been created in writing for the management of such
property and for the distribution of the income accruing therefrom partly to
the gurdwara and partly to another institution or to another person or to
both, -any trustee appointed for - the purpose of such trust, or any person
having interest in such gurdwara or any person having interest in such institution,
or any beneficiary under the terms of such trust may within ninety days
from the date of the publication of a notification declaring]such gurdwara to
be a Sikh Gurdwara, present a petition to a tribunal claiming that the
trustees appointed under the terms of the trust should continue to manage
the property and to distribute the income accruing therefrom according and
to the terms of the trust, and in addition may claim that the tribunal should
determine what portion of the income should be allocated to any beneficiary.

(2) 1If thetribunal finds that the major portion of the income accruing
from the property hasnot been allocated under the terms of the trust to such
gurdwara then, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the tribunal
shall order that such trustees shall continue to manage the property and
distribute the income accruing therefrom according to the terms of the trust,
and if the tribunal finds that the major portion of the income has been allocat-
ed under the terms of the trust to the gurdwara, the tribunal shall order
that the committee of such gurdwara shall manage the property and distri-
bute the income accruing therefrom according to the terms of the trust.

(3) Ifit is not clear from the terms of the trust what portion of the
- income has been allocated to any beneficiary, the tribunal may on the appli-
cation of any party determine what portion of the income shall be allocated
to any beneficiary.
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(4) Ifnosuch petition is presented within the time prescribed in sub-
section (/) the committee of such gurdwara shall manage such property and
distribute the income accruing therefrom according to the terms of  the
trust.

28. Suits for possession of undisputed property on behalf of Notified
Sikh Gurdwaras.—(I) When a notification has been published under the
provisions of sub-section (3) of section 5 or of sub-section (3) of section 10,
the committee of the gurdwara concerned may bring a suit on behalf of the
gurdwara for the possession of any property a proprietary title in which has
been specified in such notification, provided that the gurdwara concerned is
entitled to immediate possession of the property in question, and is not in
possession thereof at the date ‘of the publication of such notification.

(2) The suit shall be instituted in the principal court of original juris-
diction in which the property in question is situated within a period of ninety
days from the date of the publication of such notification, or from the date of
the constitution of the committee, whichever is later, and if a suit is not
instituted within that period no subsequent suit on behalf of the gurdwara
for the possession of the property shall be instituted in any court except on the
ground of the dispossession of the gurdwara after the date of the publication
of such notification.

b

1[ (3) * * * * *] .

29. Exclusion of jurisdiction of the courts.—Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other law or enactment for the time being in force no suit
shall be instituted and no court shall entertain or continue any suit or proceed-
ings in so far as such suit or proceeding involves—

(/) any claim to, or prayer for the restoration of any person to an
office in a Notified Sikh Gurdwara or any prayer for the
restoration or establishment of any system of management of a
Notified Sikh Gurdwara other than a system of management
established under the provisions of Part IIT ;

(2) any claim to, or prayer for the restoration of any person to an
office in or any prayer for the restoration or establishment of
any system of management of, any gurdwara in respect of which
notification has been published in accordance with the pro-
visions of sub-section (3) of section 7 unless and until it has
been decided under the provisions of section 16 that such gur-
dwara should not be declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara.

1. Omitted by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953, 'sec. 4.
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30. Decision by courts on certain claims in certain circumstances.—Af any

-time after the commencement of this Act [or, in the case of the extended terri-

tories, after the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may be,] in
any suit or proceeding instituted in any civil or revenue court—

(@) If anyclaim is made that any right, title or interest in any property
belongs to a Notified Sikh Gurdwara and the court finds that
such claim might have been made in a list forwarded to the
?[Statc Govermnent] under the provisions of sub-section (/) of
section 3 or of sub-section (2) of section 7 and that no such
claim was duly made within time, the court shall decide such
claim against the gurdwara on behalf of which the claim is
made:

Provided that the court need not so decide, if it is satisfied that the failure
to make the claim was owing to the fact that no person who for-
warded or joined in forwarding a list had knowledge of the exist-
ence of the right, title or interest that might have been so claimed
and that no such person could, by the exercise of reasonable
diligence, have come to know of the existence of such right,
title or interest;

(if) if any right is claimed for any person in connection with a notified
Sikh Gurdwara and the court finds that the right might have
been made the subject of a claim in a petition forwarded to the
3[State] Government under the provisions of sections 5, 6, 10 or
11 or presented to a tribunal under the provisions of sections
19, 20, 21 or 27 and that no such claim was duly made within
time, the court shall decide the claim against the person claim-
ing the right :

Provided that in the case of a claim that might have been made
under the provisions of section 5 or section 10 the court need
not so decide if it is satisfied that the failure to make the claim
was owing to the fact that the person who might have made the
claim either had no knowledge of the existence of the right,
title or interest that he might have so claimed or had no know-
ledge of the fact that the right, title or interest had been included
in a list published under the provisions of sub-section (2) of
scction 3 or of sub-section (3) of section 7 and could not, by
the exercise of reasonable diligence, have come to know of the
existence of such right, title or interest, or of the fact that such
right, title or interest, was so included :

1. Ins. by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 17.

2. Subs. for the expression ‘‘Central Government” (which was subs. for ‘‘State Govern-
ment” by A.O. 1968) by A.O. 1973, The word *‘State” was Subs. for ‘““provincial” Ly
Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. .

3. Subs. for the word “"Provincial’’ by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
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Provided further that in the case of a claim by a past or present office-
holder or any person deriving title subsequent to the first day
of January, 1920, from such office-holder , minority or insanity
shall not, by itself, be deemed a valid reason for not having
such knowledge.

31. Courts not to continue certain proceedings pending decision as to
whether a place is or is not a Sikh Gurdwara.—(1) No court shall continue
any proceedings in so far as such proceedings involve any claim relating
to a gurdwara specified in schedule I or in regard to which a notification
has been published under the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 3, if such
claim could have been made ina petition forwarded to the *[State] Government
under the provisions of section 5 or 6, or presented to a tribunal under the
provisions of sections 19, 20, 21 or 27, and was not so made, unless and until
such gurdwara is deemed to be excluded from specification in schedule I under
the provisions of section 4.

(2) No court shall continue any proceedings in so far as such proceedings
involve any claim relating to a gurdwara in regard to which a notification
has been published under the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 7, which
could have been made in a petition forwarded to the *[State] Government under
the provisions of section 10 or 11 or presented to a tribunal under the provisions
of sections 19, 20, 21 or 27, and was not so made, unless and until it has been
decided under the provisions of section 16 that such gurdwara should not be
declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara.

32. Transfer of suits pending in court (/).—Where in any suit or proceeding
pending at the commencement of this Act or instituted after its commence-
ment, in a civil or revenue court, it has become or becomes necessary to decide
any claim in connection with a Notified Sikh Gurdwara which the court finds
might be made under the provisions of sections 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 19, 20, 21 or
27, within the time prescribed therein, the court shall frame an issue in respect
of such claim and shall forward the record of the suit or proceeding to a tribunal.

{2) On receiving a record forwarded to it under the provisions of sub-
section (1) the tribunal shall proceed to hear and determine the issue and record
its decision in the form of an order and shall return the record with a copy of
its decision to the court and the court shall proceed to determine the suit or pro-
ceeding in accordance with such decision subject to the provisions of section
34.

33. Disputes relating to rights of office-holder after a year from com-
mencement of Act.—When any place has been declared by notification under
the provisions of this Act to be a Sikh Gurdwara, the right of any office-holder
thereof who holds office on the date of the publication of such notification to
continue to hold his office shall be  decided in accordance with the provi-
sions of Part III.

1. Subs. for the word ‘‘Provincial”” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.
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34. Appeal against orders of a tribunal.—(7) Any party aggrieved by a
final order passed by tribunal determining any matter decided by it under the
provisions of this Act may, within ninety days of the date of such order, appeal
to the High Court.

(2) No appeal or application for revision shall lie against an order of a
tribunal except as provided for in sub-section (I).

(3) An appeal preferred under the provisions of this section shall be
heard by a Divisional Court of the High Court.

35. Court fees.—Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act to
the contrary, the court fee, payable on documents of the description specified in
the second column of schedule III shall be the fee specified in each case  in the
third column of that schedule and shall be paid in such manner as may be pres-
cribed.

36. No court to take cognizance of manner in which the State Govern-
ment or tribunal exercises its power under the Act.—No suit shall lie in any
Court to question any thing purporting to be done by the [State] Government
or, by a tribunal, in exercise of any powers vested in it by or under this Act.

37. Ceourts not to pass an order or grant or execute a decree inconsistent
with decision of a tribunal.—Except as provided in this Act no ¢ourt shall
pass any order or grant any decree or execute wholly or partly, any order or
decree, if the effect of such order, decree or execution would be inconsistent
with any decision of a tribunal, or any order passed on appeal therefrom,
under the provisions of this Part.

PART I
CHAPTER 1V

Application of Provisions of Part IIl to Gurdwaras Found to be Sikh
Gurdwaras by Courts other than a Tribunal under the
Provisions of the Act.

38. Recourse to ordinary courts in cases where action has not been taken
under Part I with a view to application of provisions of Part III to a gurdwara.—(1)
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other Act or enact-
ment in force any two or more persons having interest in any gurdwara in res-
pect of which no notification declaring the gurdwara to be Sikh Gurdwara has
been published under the provisions of this Act, may, after the expiry of one
year from the commencement of this Act 2[or, in the case of the extended terri-
tories, from the commencement of the Amending Act, as the case may be,] or of

1. Substituted for the word ‘‘Provincial” by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
2, Inserted by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, section 18.
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such further period as the ![State] Government may have fixed under the provi-
sion of sub-section (I) of section 7, and after having obtained the consent of
the Deputy Commissioner of the district in which such gurdwara is situated,
institute a suit, whether contentious or not, in the principal court of original
jurisdiction or in any other court empowered in that behalf by the ![State]
Government within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the gurdwara is
situated, praying for any of the reliefs specified in section 92 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908, and may in such suit pray that the provisions of Part III
may be applied to such gurdwara.

(2) The court in which a suit is instituted under the provisions of sub-
section (/) shall decide whether the gurdwara is or is not a gurdwara as described
in sub-section (2) of section 16, and if the court decides that it is such a gurdwara
and is also of opinion that, having regard to all the circumstances, the gurdwara
is one to the management of which the provisions of Part III should be applied,
the court shall by public advertisement and in such other manner as it may in
each case direct, call upon any person having interest in the gurdwara to
appear and show cause why the provisions of Part III should not be so applied
and shall ‘in its order fix a date not less than one month from the date of the

order on which any person appearing shall be heard.

(3) Upon the date fixed under the provisions of sub-section (2) or on
any subsequent date to which the hearing may be adjourned, the court shall
proceed to hear the person or persons, if any, appearing, and if the court is
satisfied that the provisions of Part III can be applied to the management of
the gurdwara without prejudice to any existing order or decree relating to the
gurdwara and conferring on any person or declaring any person to be entitled
to any right, in respeet of the administration or management thereof, the court
shall pass a decree that the said - provisions shall apply to the management of
the Gurdwara.

(4) Upon such decree being passed and subject to any order that may be
passed on appeal against or in revision of the decree the provisions of Part III
shall apply to such gurdwara as if it had been declared by notification under the
provisions of this Act to be a Sikh Gurdwara.

(5) When under the provisions of sub-section (3) the provisions of Part I1I
have by decree been applied to the management of a gurdwara any hereditary
office-holder of such gurdwara who within twelve months after the date of the
decree has resigned office or been removed from office otherwise than in
accordance with the provisions of section 134 or under the provisions of section
142 or a presumptive successor of such office-holder, may within ninety days
from the date of the resignation or removal, as the case may be, of such office-
holder, present a petition to the Court which passed the decree claiming to be
awarded compensation on the ground that he has suffered or will suffer pecuniary

1. Substituted for the word ‘‘Provincial” by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
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loss owing to a change in the management of such gurdwara, and the court may,
notwithstanding the fact that such office-holder has voluntarily resigned, pass a
decree awarding him compensation as if such office-holder had been unlawfully
removed from his office.

(6) The provisions of sections 22, 23, 24 and 25 shall, so far as may be,
apply to proceedings under the provisions of sub-section (5) and to proceedings
arising therefrom, as if the court was a tribunal.

PART 111
CHAPTER V
Control of Sikh Gurdwaras

39. Suits for Relief claimable by application under this Part barred.—
Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act to the contrary, no suit shall
be instituted or continued in any court, claiming any relief in respect of the
management or administration of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara if such relief
might be or might have been claimed in an application made under the provisions
of this Part

40. Board, committees and commission to be constituted for the purposes of
this Act.—For the purposes of this Act there shall be constituted a Board and
for every Notified Sikh Gurdwara a committee of management, 1[* * =* *]
and there shall also be constituted from time to time a Judicial Commission in
the manner hereinafter provided.

41. Control of Sikh Gurdwaras.—The management of every Notified
Sikh Gurdwara shall be administered by the committee 2[* * * =* |

constituted thereof, the Board and the Commission in accordance with the provision
of this Part.

42, Name of Board.—(I) The Board shall be known by such name
as may be decided upon at a general meeting of the first Board constituted under
the provisions of this Act, provided that not less than three-fifths of the members
present at the meeting have voted in favour of the name selected, and that
such name has been approved by the 2[State Government].

(2) 1If the Board fails to select a name in accordance with the provisions
of sub-section(7) or the name selected is not approved by the ?[State Government]
the Board shall be designated the Central Board.

1 The words ‘““or a local cbmmittee’j inserted by Punjab Act XI of 1944, section 4 and omitted
by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953, section 5.

2. The® words ‘‘or alocal committee™ inserted by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, section 5,
and omitted by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953 ; section 6.

3. Subs. for the word *‘Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
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(3) The Board shall by such name be a body corporate and shall have
a perpetual succession and a common seal and shall by such name sue and be
sued.

43. Composition and constitution of the Board.—(I) The Board shall
consist of—
(i) one hundred and thirty-two elected members ;

(ii) the head ministers of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, and the fol-
lowing four Takhats, namely,—

The Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, Amritsar, the Sri Takhat Keshgarh
Sahib, Anandpur, the Sri Takhat Patna Sahib, Patna, and
the Sri Takhat Hazur Sahib, Hyderabad Deccan.

(iii) Twenty-five members resident in India of whom at least twelve
shall be residents of PEPSU, at least nine of other parts of
India than Punjab and PEPSU and not more than four of
Punjab, co-opted by the members of the Board as described in
clauses (i) and (ii).

(2) The State Government shall, as soon as may be, call a meeti ng
of the members of the Board described in clauses (i) and (if) of sub-section (1)
for the purpose of co-opting the members described in clause (i77) of that sub-sec-
tion and after the members have been co-opted, the State Government shall notify
the fact of the Board having been duly constituted and the date of the publication
of the notification shall be deémed to be the date of the costitution of the Board].

243-A. Constitution of new Board (/).—Whenever a new Board within the
meaning of section 51 is constituted, it shall consist of —

(i) one hundred and forty elected members ;

(ii) the Head Ministers of the Darbar Sahib Amritsar, and the
following four Takhats namely :—

the Sri Akal Takhat Sahib,‘Amritsar,
the Sri Takhat Keshgarh Sahib, Anandpur,
the Sri Takhat Patna Sahib, Patna, and
the Sri Takhat Hazur Sahib, Nanded ; and

(iii) fifteen members resident in India, of whom not more than five
shall be residents of Punjab, co-opted by the members of the
Board as described in clauses (i) and (ii).

1. Subs.by Punjab Act No.XLIV of 1953, sec.2.
2. 1Ins. by Punjab Act ‘No. 1 of 1959, sec. 19.
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(?) The State Government shall, as soon as may be, call a meeting of the
members of the Board described in clauses(i) and (ii) of sub-section (1) for the
purpose of co-opting the members described in clause (iii) of that sub-section,
and after the members have been co-opted, the State Government shall notify
the fact of the Board having been duly constituted and the date of the publication
of the notification shall be deemed to be the date of the-constitution of the

Board.].

11 44. Constituencies for election of members of Board.—2(7) The elected members
of the Board shall be returned from such constituencies as may be prescribed after
consultation with the Board, and except as provided in sub-section (2) each
constituency shall return a single member].

3[(2) The State Government shall from time to time, and after such
consultation with the Board asit considers proper, select fifteen constituencies
specified in Schedule IV and the constituencies so selected shall be plural
constituencies ; each returning two members of whom one shall be a Sikh
belonging to any of the Scheduled Castes notified as such under Article 341
of the Constitution of India and the other shall be a Sikh who does not belong

to any of those Scheduled Castes .]

45. Qualifications of elected members—(7) A person shall not be eligible
for election as a member of the Board if such person —

(i) is of unsound mind;
(ii) is an undischarged insolvent ;
(iii) is a patit ;

(iv) is a minister of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara, other than the head
minister of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, or of one of the four
Sikh Takhats specified in clause (i7) of sub-section (1) of section
43;

(v) is apaid servant of any Notified Sikh Gurdwara, or of the
Board other than a member of the executive committee of the
Board ;

4[(vi) being a Keshadhari Sikh is not a amrifdl»zari- ;

(vii) takes alcoholic drinks. ;

1. Subs. for the old section by Punjab Act No. XTI of 1944, sec.7.

Subs. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 20(a).
Subs. by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, sec. 3.

S

Added by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, s¢c. 8.
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[(viii) not being a blind person cannot read and write Gurmukhi.

Explanation.—For purposes of clause (viii) a person shall be deemed
to.be able to — - :

(a) read Gurmukhi if he is able to recite Shri Guru Granth Sahib
in Gurmukhi ; and '

(b) write Gurmukhi if he fills his nomination paper for election to
the Board in Gurmukhi in his own handwriting. If any question
arises whether a candidate is or is not able to read and write
Gurmukhi the question shall be decided in such manner as may
be prescribed. ] .

(2) ‘Noperson shall be eligible for clection as a member of the Board if
-he is not registered on the electoral roll of any constituency 3 * * * * *]

3[(24) No person shall be eligible for election to the Board if he is less
than twenty five years of age.]

(3) Notwtithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/) no person
shall be prevented from standing as a candidate for election as a member of the
Board on the ground that he is patit, but if a person elected is thereafter found
under the provisions of section 84 to be a patit his election shall be void.

46. Qualifications of nominated members.—A person shall not be
4* * * ]or co-opted to be a member of the Board if he —

(i) is less than 5(twenty-five) years old ;
(ii) is not a Sikh ;

(iii) is of unsound mind;

(iv) is an undischarged insolvent ;

(v) isa patit ;

(vi) is minister of a Notified Sikh Gurdwara othef than the head
minister of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, or of any of the four
Sikh Takhats specified in clause (i) of sub-section (1) of section
43;

1. Subs. by Panjab Act No. I of 1959, section 21(1).

2102, 2. The words ““specified in Schedule 1V’ omitted by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, section.
3. Ins. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959 scc. 21(3).
4. Omitted by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, section 4.
5. ‘Subs. for the words ‘‘twenty-one’™ by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, sec. 22(a).
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(vii) is paid servant of any Notified Sikh Gurdwara of the Board,
other than a member of the executive committee of the Board;

Y(viii) being a Keshadhari Sikh is not a amritdhari ;

(ix) takes alcoholic  drinks

[(x) not being a blind person cannot read and write Gurmukhi.

Explanation.—For purposes of clause (x) a person shall be decmed
to be able to —

(a) read Gurmukhi if he is able to recite Shri Guru Granth Sahib
in Gurmukhi ; and

(b) write Gurmukhiif he is able to communicate his consent to be-
come a member in Gurmukhi, in his own handwriting.
If any question arises whether a candidate is or is not able
to read or write Gurmukhithe questionshall be decided in
such manner as may be prescribed.]

47. Date of Board election.—Elections of members of the Board under

the provisions of this Act shall be held on dates to be fixed by the *[State]
Government.

48. Electoral roll.—An electoral roll shall be prepared in such manner
as may be prescribed for every constituency, on which shall be entered the names
of all persons entitled to be registered as voters in that constituency.

[49. Qualifications of electors.—Every person shall be entitled to have
his name registered on the electoral roll of a constituency constituted for the

election of a member or members of the Board who is a resident in that constitu-
ency and ** 5 2%

(l') %% 6 **;

(i) is a Sikh more than twenty-one years of age, who has had his name
registered as a voter in such manner as may be prescribed.

Provided that no person shall be registered as an elector who—

(@) trims or shaves his beard or keshas except in case of sehjdhari
Sikhs;

1. Added by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 9.

Subs. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959 sec. 22(b).

Subs. for the word ‘‘Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,

Subs. for the old section by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 10,

The word “‘either” omitted by Adaptation of Laws (Third Amendment) Order of 1950.

o o A WD

Clause (i) omitted by Adaptation of Laws (Third Amedment) Order of 1950,
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(b) smokes;
(c) takes alcoholic drinks.]

50. Right to vote.—(7) Every person registered on the electoral roll for
the time being in force for any constituency for the election of a member or
members of the Board shall be entitled while so registered to vote at an election
of a member or members for that constituency, provided that no person shall
be entitled to vote at an election in more than one constituency.

Y(2) In any plural constituency as provided by section 44, the right of
voting shall be exercisable in the following manner, that is to say, a vote may
be cast for each of the two candidates of whom one shall be a Sikh belonging to
any of the Scheduled Castes referred to in sub-section (2) of section 44 and the
other shall be a Sikh who does not belong to any of those Scheduled Castes.]

51. Term of membership.—The members of the Board shall hold office
for 2[five] years from the date of its constitution or until the constitution of a
new Board, whichever is later.

52. Effect of subsequent disability to serve as member of Board.—3[(1) If any
person having been elected *[* * *] or *[co-opted] a member of the Board sub-
sequently becomes ®[or is found to be by the Board] subject to any of the disabili-
ties stated in section 45 or section 46. as the case may be, he shall cease to be
a member thereof.

7[(2) Any person aggrieved by the finding of the Board mentioned in
sub-section (1) of this section may, within a month of the date of his knowledge
of such finding, appeal to the Commission for setting aside the said finding and
the order of the Commission passed in this respect shall be final:

Provided that the person against whom any such finding is given by the
Board shall not cease to be a member of the Board until the order of the
Commission in appeal, or, if no appeal is preferred, until the time allowed for
preferring an appeal has passed.]

1. Subs. by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, sec 5. The old sub-section (2) was
added by Panjab Act XI of 1944, section 11 and section 50, renumbered as sub-section (1) by
ibid.

Subs. for the word *‘three’” by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 12.
. Subs. for the old section 52 by Punjab Act No. III of 1930, sec. 5.

. Ins. by Punjab ActNo. XI of 1944, sec. 13(i).
Ins. by East Punjab Act No. X XXII of 1949, sec. 2.

2.

3

4. Omistted by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, sec 6.
5

6

7. Added by Punjab Act No. XLII of 1953, sec. 2(a).
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1[(3) If any person having been elected 2[* * *] *[or co-opted] a member
of the Board absents himself from three consecutive general meetings of the
Board, his name may be removed from membership by the Board, provided that,
if he applies to the Board within one month of the removal of his name to be
restored to membership, the Board may, at the meeting next following the date of
the receipt of such application, restore him to office, provided further that no
member shall be restored more than three times.] ‘

453, Vacancy in Board, how to be filled.—When a vacancy occurs.in the

_ Board owing to the death or resignation of a member or for any other reason,
a new member shall be elected, 5[* * *] or co-opted, as the case may be, in the
manner in which the member whose seat is to be filled was elected or co-opted.

54. First meeting of the Board.—The first general meeting of the Board
shall be held at a time not later than one month after the ®[State] Government
has notified that it has been constituted, and notice thereof shall be given by
notification by the °[State] Government

55. Annual general meeting.—An annual general meetmg of the Board
shall be held in every year.

56. Notice of meeting.—Meetings of the Board other than the first
meeting shall be called by twenty days’ notice in writing served on every member
of the Board in such manner as may be prescribed by bye-laws made by the
Board. ’

57. Power of members to call meeting.—Any ten or more members may
by application in writing made to the President demand that a general meeting
of the Board be held, and if, notwithstanding such demand, notice of a meeting
is not given within fifteen days of the date on which the application was received
by the President, the applicants may themselves call a meeting to be held at the
office of the Board by ten days’ notice served in the manner described in section
56.

58. Office of Board.—The Board shall have an office in Amritsar for
the transaction of business, to which, all communications and notices to the
Board may be addressed.

59. Quorum of Board in general meeting.—The powers vested by this
Act in the Board in general meeting shall not be exercised except by the Board
at a meeting at which thirty-one or more members are present.

1. The old sub-section (2) renumbered as sub-section (3) by section 2(b) of Punjab
Act No. XLIT of 1953.

2. Omitted by Punjab Act No. XLIV of 1953, sec. 6.

3. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 13(i).

4, See Punjab Act No. XXy of 1953 which provides for the filling of vacancies in the

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee constituted in exercise of powers conferred by
Article 9(2) of the India (Adaptatfon of Existing Indian Laws) Order, 1947,

5. The words “‘nominated” and ‘‘or nominated” omitted by Punjab Act No. XLIV of

1953, sec. 7.
6. Subs. for the word ‘‘Provincial>® by Adaptation of Laws Ordor 1950,
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1]60. Chairman at meetings of the Board.—The President shall be the Chair-
man at the meetings of the Board and of the Executive Committee, and if the
President is absent, the Senior Vice-President shall be Chairman. If the President
and the Senior Vice-President are both absent, the Junior Vice-President shall
be Chairman, and if neither the President nor any Vice-President is present, the
members present shall elect one of themselves to be Chairman for the purposes
of the meeting.]

61. Decision of questions before Board.—Except as otherwise provided
by this Act or prescribed all questions which come before the Board or its execu-
tive committee shall be decided by a majority of the votes of the members
present, and in the case of an equality of votes the chairman shall have a second
or casting vote:

2[Provided that no member of the Board referred in to in clause (ii) of
sub-section (1) of section 43 or of section 43-A shall be entitled to vote on any
matter falling under sections 62 and 63.]

3[62. Office-bearers and executive committee of Board.—(1) The Board
shall at its first general meeting elect by a ballot one of its members to be Presi-
dent 4[two others to be Vice-Presidents (one Senior and one Junior) and another
to be General Secretary of the Board] to be known as office-bearers of the Board,
and shall also at the same meeting in like manner elect not less than five and
not more eleven of its members, as the Board may deem fit, to be members of
the executive committee of the Board, and the office-bearers and members so
elected shall be the executive committee of the Board.

(2) If the President is not elected in the first general meeting, the State
Government shall call another general meeting for the election of the
office-bearers and members of the Executive Committee not later than one
month after the date of the previous meeting, by a notice published in the official
Gazette in this behalf. If, however, the President has been elected but
one or more of the other office-bearers or other members of the Executive
Committee have not been elected in the first general meeting, the President
shall call another meeting for the election of the remaining office-bearers and
members of the Executive Committee, not later than one month from the
date of the previous meeting, in accordance with section 56.]

1* Subs. by Punjab Act No. LIII of 1953, sec. 7.
2. Added by Punjab Act No. I of 1959, sec. 23.

3. Section 62 renumbered as sub-section (1) and sub-section (2) added by Punjab Act
No. LIII of 1953, sec. 8.

N 4. Subs. for the words ““and another to be Vice-President of the Board” by Punjab
‘Act No. XTI of 1944, sec. 14.
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63. Annual election of executive committee.—(/) Subsequent to the
constitution of an executive committee under the provisions of section 62
an executive committee similar to the one described in that section shall be
elected by ballot at each annual general meeting of the Board 1[if the Board
so desires]; the 2[office-bearers] and other members of the executive committee
elected at the first meeting of the Board shall hold office until a
new executive committee has been elected at the first annual general meeting
of the Board, and the members elected at an annual general meeting shall
hold office until a new executive committee has been duly elected at the next
following annual general meeting :

3[Provided that, if at any time after the consitution of any executive
committee under section 62 or this section and before the expiry of its  term
mentioned above, the Board in a general meeting expresses no confidence in
it, the office-bearers and the other members of the said executive committee
shall at once cease to hold office and new office-bearers and executive
committee shall be elected in the said meeting of the Board for the remaining
term of the outgoing executive committee

Provided further, that the non-confidence motion shall not be discussed
in the general meeting of the Board before the expiry of three months after
the constitution of any executive committee.]

(2) Nothing contained in sub-section (I) shall prevent the re-election
of any outgoing member of an executive committee.

4[(3) If the office-holders and the other members of the executive committee
cease to hold office under provisos to sub-section (I) of this section, the
Chairman of the meeting for the conduct of the election of the new President
shall be elected out of the members present in the said meeting and the new
President so elected shall act as the Chairman for the further proceedings of
the meeting.

(4) Procedure regarding notice of no-confidence motion specified in
sub-section (/) will be in the manner prescribed by the Rules made by the
Government.]

64. Powers of executive committee of Board.—The eXecutive committee
of the Board shall exercise on behalf of the Board all powers conferred on
the Board by the provisions of this Act which are not expressly reserved to
be exercised by the Board in general meeting. °[But the Executive Committee
may, if it so decides by a majority of three-fourth of its members present in
the meeting, delegate any of its powers to a Sub-Committee consisting of one or
more of its members.]

1. Ins. by Punjab Act. No, XI of 1944, Sec. 15 (a).

2. Subs. for the words “office-holders” by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec, 15(b).

3. Provisos added by Punjab Act No. XXVI of 1953, sec. 2 (a).

4. New sub-sections (3) and (4) added by Punjab Act No, XXVI of 1953 sec,
s,

2(b).
Added by Punjab Act No, 1 of 1959, sec. 24,

A
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65. Vacancy in executive committee, how to be filled.—If a vacancy
occurs in the executive committee, the remaining members of the executive
committee may, if the vacancy is that of an office-bearer, appoint one of
themselves or if the vacancy is that of any member other than an office-bearer,
nominate any member of the Board temporarily to fill the vacancy until the next
following general meeting of the Board, and the Board shallat such meeting
elect a member of the Board to fill the vacany.

66. Member of a committee of management not to be member of executive
committee of Board.—A member of a committee of management shall not be
eligible for election as member of the executive committee, and if any member
of the executive committee at any time becomes a member of a committee of
management he shall forth with cease to be a member of the executive committee.

67. Resignation of member of executive committee or of Board.—A
member of the executive committee [or, of the Board] may resign the office
by giving notice to the President, and an office-bearer may resign his office
by giving notice to the executive committee and such resignation shall have
effect from the date on which the resignation was accepted by the President or
executive committee, as the case may be.

68. Remuneration of members of executive committee.—Any member
of the executive committee may receive out of the fund of the Board such
salary or other remuneration as may from time to time be fixed by the Board
in general meeting.

69. Servants of the Board ; their appointment and punishment.—The
executive committee of the Board may appoint “such servants as it may deem
to be necessary for the due performance by itself of its duties, and may from
time to time determine the number, designations, grades and scales of salary,
or other remunecration of such-servants, and may at "any time fine, reduce,
suspend, or remove any servant.

CHAPTER VII

Tue JubpiciAL COMMISSION

70. The Judicial Commission.—(7) The Judicial Commission shall
consist of three members who shall be Sikhs appointed from time to time as
may be necessary by the 2[State] Government.

1. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, scc. 16.
2. Subs. for the word ““Provincial”” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
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(2) No person shall be appointed to be a member of the Commission
unless he—

(i) is, or, at the time of his retirement or resignation from [the service
of the [ Government]], was a District Judge or a Subordinate
Judge of the first class or of not less than ten years’ standing
or 3[a Munsif of the 1st class or of not less than ten years’
standing, or] '

(i) is a Barrister of not less than ten years’ standing, or

(iii) is a person who has been a pleader of any High Court 4[or any
Court which is a High Court within the meaning of clause (24)
of section 3 of the General Clauses Act, 1897] foran aggregate
period oi not less than ten years.

(3) Two of the members of the Commission shall be selected by the
’[State] Government out of a list of qualified persons prepared and maintained
as described in section 71. ’

71. Appointment of members of the Commission.—(/) For the purpose
of the appointment of members of the Commission the Board shall, as soon as
may be, after its constitution submit a list of the names of seven persons nomina-
ted by the Board, and the 9[State] Government, shall after being satisfied that
the persons are qualified as required by section 70 record the list: provided
that if the Board fails to submit a list within ninety days from the constitution
of the Board the 5[State] Government may itself complete a list of qualified
persons.

(2) A person whose name is on the list described in sub-section (1) shall
be entitled to have his name retained-thereon for two years after his nomination
has been recorded, provided that the ®[State] Government may at any time remove
his name, if it is satisfied upon a report made by the Board and any enquiries
it may see fit to make, that he is incapable of acting as a member of the
Commission.

1. Subs. for the words ‘‘Government Service” by Government of India (Adaptation of
Indian Laws) Order, 1937,

2. Subs. for the word “‘Crown” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
3. Added by Punjab Act No. ITI of 1930, scc. 6.

4. Ins. by Punjab Act No. XIII of 1926, sec. 2. This amcndment has been given
retrospective effect by Punjab Act No. XIII of 1926, sec. 3.

5. Subs. for the word ¢*Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 193).
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(3) If any person whose name is on the list dies, or applies to the Board
to have his name removed therefrom, the Board shall inform the ![State]
Government and his name shall be removed from the list.

(4) The *[State] Government shall on request being made to it for this
purpose by the Board remove from the list the name of any person whose
name has been on the list for more than three years, provided that the name of
any person shall not be so removed while such person is a member of the Com-
mission.

(5) When a name has been removed from the list the Board shall nomi-
nate a qualified person for the purpose of filling the vacancy, and the [State]
Government shall after being satisfied that such person is qualified, place his
name upon the list.

(6) If the Board fails to nominate a person to fill a vacancy as required
by sub-section (5) of the ![State] Government may after giving one month’s
notice of its intention to the Board place the name of any qualified person. on
list to fill the vacancy.

72. Member of the Board or of a committee to resign if appointed a
member of Commission.—If any person who is a member of the Board or of a
committee or of both is appointed to be a member of the Commission and accepts
the appointment he shall forthwith cease to be a member of the Board or com-
mittee, or of both, as the case may be.

73. Remuneration of members of the Commission.—The members of the
Commission, while they continue as such, shall receive such remuneration 2[or
daily allowance and travelling expenses] as may be fixed from time to time by
the *[State] Government 3[ with consultation of the Board] and shall be deemed
to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal
Code.

74. Officers and servants of the Commission.—The ![State] Government
may from time to time appoint such officers and servants as it may deem to be
necessary for the due performance of its duties by the Commissiony and the
officers and servants so appointed shall, while they continue as such, be deemed
to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal
Code.

1. Subs. for the word ¢‘Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
2. Ins.by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec. 17 (i).

3. Ins.by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, sec, 17(ii).
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75. Expenses to be shared by Government and Board.—(/) [The net] ex-
penses arising 2[on and from the 1st day of November, 1966], from the appoint-
ment of the Commission including the remuneration of its members, officers
and servants shall be defrayed by the 3[Government of Punjab] and the Board,
the ®[Government of Punjab] paying one-third of the whole, provided that the
remuneration of the members, officers and servants shall be paid wholly in the
first instance by the ®[Government of Punjab] and the portion thereof payable
by the Board shall be recovered from the Board after the close of each financial
year.

4[(1-A) The one-third share of the expenses referred to in sub-section (1)
met by the Government of Punjab from to time to time after the 1stday of
November, 1966, shall be allocated between the States of Punjab, Haryana and
the Union territories of Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh in the ratio of 131:
8:1:1 and the Government of Haryana and the Administrators of Himachal
Pradesh and Chandigarh shall at the end of each financial year pay to the Govern-
ment of Punjab the amount so allocated respectively to the State of Haryana, the
Union Territory of Himachal Pradesh and the Union Territory of Chandigarh.]

(2) Any sum due to the 3[Government of Punjab] under the provisions of
sub-section (1), shall, if not recovered within three months after a demand has
been made, be recoverable as if it were an arrear of land revenue.

76. Jurisdiction and procedure of Commission.—(7) The Commission
shall for the purpose of deciding any matter which it is empowered to decide
under the provisions of this Act have the same powers as are vested in a court
by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and shall have jurisdiction unlimited as
regards value throughout Punjab, and shall have 'no jurisdiction over any
proceedings other than is expressly vested in it by this Act,

(2) A decree or order of the Commission shall be executed or otherwise
given effect to by the District court of the district in which the gurdwara in connec-
tion with which the decree or order was passed is situated, or by the District
Court to which the Commission directs that any decree or order shall be sent
for this purpose, as if the decree or order had been a decree or order passed by
such court.

(3). The proceedings of the Commission shall, so far as may be
and subject to the provisions of this Act, be conducted in accordance with the
provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and, save as otherwise provided

by this Act, all orders of the Commision shall be final.

1. Subs. for the word ¢ All’’ by Punjab Act No. I of 1941, scc. 2.

2. Ips.by Government of India Ministry of Home Affairs, S.0. 465, dated the 3rd
February, 1969, published in Gaz. of India, Extra., Pt. I, Sec. 3(ii), dated the 3rd
February, 1969.

3. Subs. for the words ‘“State Government’’ by ibid.
4, Added by ibid.
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77. Court and office of Commission.—The Commission shall have its

court and office at such place or places as the *[State Government] may from
time to time fix.

78. Vacancy in Commission.—If a vacancy occurs in the Commission it
shall be filled by the appointment by the *[State Government] of some other
qualified personin the same manner as thatin which the person whose seat
is to be filled was appointed.

79. Removal of member of Commission.—The *[State Government] may
remove any member of the Commission—

(i) if he refuses to act or becomes in the ¢ pinion of the 1[State Govern-
ment] incapable of acting or unfit to act as a member, or

(i) if he has absented himself from more than three consecutive meet-
ings of the Commission, or

(ii7) if it is satisfied after such enquiry as it may deem necessary that he
has flagrantly abused his position as a member, 2[or].

3[(iv) if he has served as a member for more than two years.]

80. Election of president of Commission,—(7) The members of the
Commission shall elect one of themselves to be president of the Commission.

(2) If the members of the Commission are unable within ten days of the
constitution of the Commission to elect a president by a majority of votes, a
president may be appointed by the ![State Government].

(3) No proceedings shall be taken by the Commission unless at least
two members are present and sitting together: provided that notices and sum-
monses may be issued by the president or a member nominated by the president
for this purpose, sitting alone.

(4) If the president is not present the two members present shall decide
which of them shall preside, and the member decided upon shall perform the
duties of president.

1. Subs. for the word “‘Provincial” by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,

2. The word “‘or” was first omitted by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, Sec. 18, but later
on added by Punjab Act No. XTI of 1954, Sec. 2.

3. Added by Punjab Act No. XI of 1954, Sec. 2. Previously clause (iv) was omitted by
Punjab Act No, XI of 1944, Sec. 18,
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81. Settlement of difference of opinion in Commission.—In case of differ-
ence of opinion between the members of the Commission the opinion of the
majority shall prevail: provided that, if only two members are present of whom
one is the presidont and if they are notin agreement, the opinion of the president
shall prevail; and if the president is not present, and the two remaining members
are not agreed, the question in dispute shall be kept pending until the
next meeting of the Commission at which the president is present, and the
opinion of the majority or of the president when only two members are present
shall be deemed to be the opinion of the Commisssion.

82. Costs in proceedings may be made payable out of income of Sikh
Gurdwara.—Tne costs, charges and expenses of, and incidental to,any proceed-
ings of the Commission shall be in the discretion of the Commission, and the
Commission may in disposing of any proceedings direct that the whole or
any part of such expenses shall be paid by any party to such proceedings
or out of the property or income of the notified Sikh Gurdwara to which the
proceedings relate.

83. Dissolution of Commission.—The ![State Government] may at any
time, when there is no proceeding pending before the Commission, dissolve

the Commission.

84. Decision as to whether a person is or is not a patit.—If it is neces-
sary to decide for the purposes of the constitution of the Board or a com-
mittee, under the provisions of this Act, whether a person has or has not
become a patit the question shall on application being made thereto for
this purpose be decided by the Commission.

CHAPTER VIII
COMMITTEES OF GURDWARAS

2[85. 3[(1) The Board shall be the Committee of Management for
the Gurdwaras known as—

(i) The Sri Akal Takhat Sahib at Amritsar and Sri Takht Kesh-
garh Sahib, Anandpur ;

(ii) The Darbar Sahib, Baba Atal Sahib and all other Notified
Sikh Gurdwaras other than Sri Akal Takht Sahib situated
within the Municipal boundaries of Amritsar ;

(iii) Sri Darbar Sahib and all other Notified Sikh Gurdwaras
within the limits of Municipal area of Tarn Taran ;

1. Subs, for the word ’Provincial’’ by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,
2* Subs, for the old section by Punjab Act No. XI of 1944, Sec. 19,
3. Subs, by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec, 25(a).
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(iv) All the Notified Sikh Gurdwaras at Anandpur and the Gur-
dwaras connected therewith other than the Sri Takhat Kesh-
garh Sahib ;

(v) The Notified Sikh Gurdwaras at Muktsaf;

(vi) Gurdwara Dukhniwaran Sahib Padshahi Naumi along with
Gurdwara Moti Bagh (including Guidwara Sudha Sar),
Khel Sahib, Patiala ;

(vii) Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib (Shahidi Asthan Baba Fateh
Singh Ji and Baba Jorawar Singh Ji) along with Gurdwara
Jotisarup, Burj Mata Gujri and Shahid Ganj situated in
Harnam Nagar ;

(viii) Y[Gurdwara Padshahi Naumi at Dhamtan along with Bunga
Dhamtanian nsar Railway Station, Patiala ;|

(ix) Gurdwara Guru Teg Bahadar Sahib in Jind with Gurdwaras
Kharak Bhura Padshahi Naumi and Khatkar Padshahi
Naumi in Tehsil Narwana ;

(x) Gurdwara Ber Sahib (Padshahi Pehii) at Sultanpur Lodhi
along with Gurdwaras Hat Sahib, Kothri Sahib, Sehra
Sahib, Sant Ghat and Guru Ka Bagh ;

(xi) Gurdwara (Padshahi Naumi and Dasmi) Damdama Sahib at
Talwandi Sabo along with Gurdwaras 2[ * * ] Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib, Jandsar and Bunga Kattuwala at Sabo
Ki Talwandi, Gurdwara Sri Damdama Sahib Bunga Mata
Sahib Dewan Ji at Talwandi Sabo, Gurdwara Sahib Padshahi
Dasmi Takht Damdama Sahib, Bhai Bir Singh Dhir Singh,
Mazhabi Singh Wala at Talwandi Sabo, Gurdwara Sahib
Takht Sri Damdama Sahib Malwai Bunga Padshahi Dasmi
at Talwandi Sabo, Sri Damdama Sahib Malwai Bunga
Padshahi Dasmi at Talwandi Sabo, Sri Damdama Sahib
Bunga Likhansar Padshahi Dasmi, Sri Damdama Sahib
Gurdwara Sri Holsar Padshahi Dasmi, at Talwandi Sabo
Ki : .

(xii) Gurdwara Nanakiana Sahib Sangrur].

1* Subs. for the words “*Gurdwara Dhamtan Sahib’® by Punjab Act No, 10 of 1959
Sec. 2(a).

2. The word ¢‘Mastuana” omitted by Punjab Act No. 10 of 1959 ; Sec, 2(b).
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(2) The Board shall, ¥ ok %1 % % % prepare a scheme
for administration and management of the Gurdwaras descrited in sub-
section (I), their property, endowments, funds and income. Thereafter,
this scheme may be modified or amended from time to time by a resolution
of the Board passed by amajority of two-thirds of the members present in the
meeting.?

* k3 ok %k k%
43) k ok ok ok ok ko ox
ig) * kK koK x %

45) * ok ok ko x K k

86. Committees of Gurdwaras other than those specified in section
35.—5(I1) For every Notified Sikh Gurdwara other than a gurdwara speci-
fied in section 85 a committee shall be constituted after it has been declared
to be a Bikh Gurdwara under the provisions of this Act, or after the provisions
of Part TII have been applied to it under the provisions of section 38, pro-
vided that the $[State Government] may by notification direct that there shall
be one committee for any two or more such gurdwaras specified in the noti-
{ieation, and may in like manner cancel or modify such notification, provi-
ded fuither that the ¢[State Government] shall not issue, cancel or modify
any such notification after the constitution of the first Board, except upon
recommendation being made to it in this behalf by the Board.

5[(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the
Gurdwaras at Narnaul and Mahendragarh shall be managed by the Board].

T8G-A. * E E Kk ok ok k ok kK
87. Constitution of committee not specially provided for.—8[(7) Every

Committee shall consist of five members out of which one at least shall be a
person belonging to the scheduled castes and shall be constituted as follows :—

[ (@) The Board shall nominate the members, with their written
consent, of the committee of the Gurdwara or Gurdwaras,

1 The words ‘in consultation with local committees’” omitted by East Punjab Act' No.
XXXIT of 1949, Sec. 3.

2" The words *‘after consulting the local committee for the Gurdwara or Gurdwaras
[ cegned, constituted under sub-section (3)” omitted by East.Pyunjab Act No. XXXII of 1949
Sec. 3.

3. Omitted by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 25(b).

4. Sub-sections (3), (4) and (5) omitted by East Punjab Act No. XXXII of 1949 Sec. 3(b).

5. Section 86 renumbered as sub-section (1) and sub-section (2) added by Punjab Act
No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 26.

6. Subs. for the word “‘Provincial” by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950,

7. Scction 86-A as inserted by Punjab Act No. XTI of 1944, Sec. 20. omitted by Punjab
Act No. LII of 1953, Sec. 10,

8. Subs. by Punjab Act No. 1 of 1959, Sec. 27.

9. Subs, by Punjab Act No. 10 of 1959, Sec, 3.




SIkH GURDWARAS ACT, 1925 ) 411

whose gross annual income does not exceed three thousand
rupees, who shall be residents of the district in which the
Gurdwara or one of the Gurdwaras to be managed by the
Committee is situated :

Provided that the Board may, if it so decides, instead of nominat-
ing the members, manage the affairs of any such Gurdwara
itself in accordance with the provisions of the Act.

(b) The Committee of Gurdwara or Gurdwaras, whose annual
monetary income exceeds three thousand rupees, shall consist
of four elected members and one member nominated by the
Board, who shall be resident of the district in which the
Gurdwara or one of the Gurdwaras to be managed by the
Committee is situated.

If in the election, the required number of members is not elected,
the Board may nominate such number of persons as have
not been elected so asto complete the Committee for such a
Gurdwara or Gurdwaras ; provided that the person or persons
so nominated shall be the resident or residents of the disirict
in which the said Gurdwara or Gurdwaras are situated].

(2) If the Board fails to nominate a member or members of the
Committee in accordance with the provisions of clause (g)
or (b) the manager and if there is no manager, then Granthi
or Granthis of Gurdwara or Gurdwaras shall either by him-
self or themselves or along with the nominated or elected
member or members, if any, as the case may be, perform the
duties of the Committee till such time as the Board nominates
the required number of members of the Committee].

88. Constitution of Committees : Publication of constitution and clfect
thereof.—'[ (/) The Committees shall be constituted as soon as may be affer
the constitution of the Board ; provided that no Committee shall be consiitut-
ed for any Gurdwara under the provisions of this Act before it has been
declared to be a Sikh Gurdwara under the provisions of this Act or the pro-
visions of Part III have been applied to it under the provisions of section
38].

@]

1. Subs. by Punjab Act No. LIIT of 1953, Sec. 12(a).

2. Subs. for the old sub-scctions (2) and (3) by East Punjab Act, XXXII of 1949, Soc.
4, und sub-section (2) omitted by Punjab Act No. LI of 1953, Sec., 12(b).
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THE SIKH GURDWARAS (SUPPLEMENTARY) ACT, 1925

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
SECTIONS @
1. Short title and commencement.
2. Validation of certain provisions of Punjab Act VIII of 1925.

3. (Repealed).

THE SIKH GURDWARAS (SUPPLEMENTARY) ACT, 1925
(ACT No. XXIV OF 1925)

[Received the assent of the Governor-General on the 11th September,
1925).

Amended, repealed or otherwise affected by—
(i) Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937,
(ii) Central Act No. 1 of 1938,
(iii) India (Adaptation of Existing Laws) Order, 1947,
(iv) Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.

An Act to supplement certain provisions of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act,
1925,

Whereas it is expedient to supplement by legislation in the Indian
Legislature, certain provisions of the Sikh Gurdwsaras Act, 1925, for the
purpose hereinafter appearing ; it is hereby enacted as follows :—

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the Sikh
Gurdwaras (Supplementary) Act, 1925.

(2) Tt shall come into force on the date® appointed by the *[State Govern-
ment] under sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925.

2. Validation of certain provisions of Punjab Act VIII of 1925.—The
Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), shall so
far as it adds to or takes from the jurisdiction of the *[High Court of 5(Punjab)]
or prescribes the procedure of the said Court, be as valid as if it had been
passed by the Indian Legislature.

3. Gk & & % * &

1. For Statemeznt of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India, 1925, Part V, p. 216,

2. The Act came into force on the lst January, 1926,

3. Subs. for the expression “Central Government™ (which was subs, for *State Governmen ™

—*

by A.0. 1968) by A.0, 1973. The word ‘State’ was subs, for “Provincial” by Adaptation .

Laws Order, 1950, and the term **Provincial Government’” for “Local Government™ by Governme
of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Qrder, 1937,

4. Subs. forthe words “High Couri of Judicature at Lahore™ ;Efy India (Adaptation of
Existing Laws) Order , 1947, Now High Court of Himachal Pradesh.— vide A.O. 1973, para 8.

5. Subs. for ‘Fast Punjab’ by Adaptation of Laws Order, 1930,

6. The amendments to Sec. 12 of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925 made by this Section
were omitted by the Government of Indiz (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937. Section later
repealed by Central Act T of 1938, Schedule. 3
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